
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



•^fBTPws^ppwi 



T 





L *^* 



itized by GoOgle 



Us- 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



^wi*fl^,',ii||ip|. V |. UKjnpi lj l JUL J II 





.^--OgillzedbyG 



pP-z^'iGVvK 



u* 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



THE 

CRAFTSMAN- 



b y 
CALEB D'A NVERS, 

of GRAY's- INN, Efq; 

Vol. XII. 



LONDON. 

Printed for K. Francklin, in Rapl- 
fitreet } CoveM-Garden. M,bcc,xxxvii. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



>~ -r US 
•v 



■• . * *. Ark \u. .&, - ii ■ -<? > ..„,„? 



/. :- : - :i 7 >< /;' -i u :l _i a :> 



ENGLISI^SCHOOL 
/OXFORD '■■'". 



; v ■ . ^ 



* 



d by Google 



.'T he 

CRAFTSMAN. 

N° 38a. Saturday, OB. 2? y ij$$. 



% H AV E been lately favom *d with an - 
2 excellent DifTertation upon Parties , both 
5 Civil and Ectlejiafticah efpecially Thofe, 
2 which have divided and weakened Eng- 
2 land for above a Century pa ft. Though 
roch a Difcourie would be feafonable at 
any Time, yet it is peculiarly fo at this Juncture, when 
the whole Strength of minifterial Power and Policy 19 
em ploy 'd to defeat tbat^bappy Coalition, which hath al- 
ready gain'd confiderab'le Ground, and ieems to pro- - 
jntfe us a Series of better Time?. I fhall therefore 
communicate this valuable Pre ent to the Puhlick, for 
.whom it was intended, without any farther Preface ; 
and can make no Doubt of i:s good Reception amongli 
Peribns of all Denomination?, who have the Interell of 
their Country truely at Heart. 

Vol.. XII. A _ T$ 
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a * The Craftsman. N° 582. 
To CALEB D'ANVERS, Efa- 

SIR, 

TO Corrupt and to Divide are the trite and 
wicked Expedients, by which fomeMinifters in 
all Ages have affe£ted to govern ; but efpecially fuch as 
have been leaft capable of exerting the true Arts of Go- 
vernment. There is however a Difference to be made 
between tbefe two Expedients, to the Advantage of the 
latter, and by Confequence between the Characters or* 
Tbofe, who put them in Practice. 

Every bufy, ambitious Child of Fortune, who hath 
Himfelf a corrupt Heart, and becomes Mafter of a large 
Purfe, iiath all that is neceffary to employ the Expe- 
dient of Corruption with Succefs. A Bribe, in the 
Hand of the moft blundering Coxcomb, that ever di£ 
graced Honour, Wealth and Power, will prevail as 
much as -in the Hand of a Man ofSenfe, and go farther 
too, if it weighs more. An intriguing Chamber-Maid 
may, flip a Bank-Note into a griping Paw, as well as the 

moll fubtle Daemon of Hell. H /may govern 

as triumphantly by this Expedient as the great Knight^ 
his Brother, and the great Knight as Burleigh himfelf. 

But every Character cannot attempt the other Expe- 
dicntof Dividing,' or keeping up Divifions, with equal 
Succefs. There is, indeed, no Occafion for any ex- 
traordinary Genius to divide ;and true Wifdom defpifes 
the infamous Task. -But there is need of that left-hand- 
ed Wifdom, callM Cunning, and of thofe Habits in Bu- 
finefs, -calFd Experience, He, that is corrupted, co- 
operates with Him, that corrupts. He runs into his 
Arms at the flril Beckon ; or, in order fometimes to 
raife the Price, He meets Him but half Way. On the 
other Hand, to divide, or to maintain and renew the 
Divifions of Fatties in a State, a Syftem of Sedudion 
and Fraud is neceflary to be carried on. The Divided 
are fo far from being acceffary to the* Guilt, that They 
TOuld not be divided, if They were not firft deceived. 

From 
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From thefe Differences, which I have obferved be- 
tween the two Expedients, and the Characters and 
Means, proper to put them in Pra&ice with Succefs, it 
may be difcover'd perhaps why* upon former Occa- 
fzons, as I lhall have Occafion hereafter to fliew, the 
Expedient of Dividing profper'd fo much better than 
That of Corrupting ; and why, upon fomc later Occa- 
sions, the Expedient of Corrupting fucceeds (o well in 
thofe Hands, which are not and, I truft, will not be 
fo lucky in maintaining, or renewing, our Party-Dhri- 
fions. 

Much hath been written by You, Mr. JfAnvers, by 
your Correfpondents and others, who have drawn their 
Pens in the Caufe of Truth, Virtue and Liberty, againft 
the right reverend, as well as undignify'd, the noble, as 
well as ignoble Affertors of Corruption ; enough furely 
to fhame r £nofe, w h )^ wt not i ft a n Senfe of Shame, 
out of fo ignominious a Crime ; and to make Thofe, 
who have not loft every other Senfe, tremble at the Con- 
iequences of it. We may flatter ouffelves that theie ho* 
neft Endeavours have had fome Effect ; and have Rea- 
fon to hope that far greater will follow from thofe il* 
luftrious Examples of Repulfes, which have been lately 
given to the grand Corrupter ; notwithstanding his fre- 
quent and infblent Declarations that He could feduce 
whomibever He had a Mind to gain. Thefe Hopes are 
farther confirm'd to us by repeated Declarations of the 
Senfe of Parliament, whenever the Wifdom of the two 
Houfes fhall again think it proper to raife new Barrier* 
of Law againft this encroaching Vice. » 

i In the .mean Time, I think nothing can better an- 
fwer the Defign of your Papers, nor promote the pub- 
lick Good more efrectually, in the prclent Conjuncture, 
than to put our Countrymen frequently on their Guard 
againft the Artifice, which isclumfily, butindufhioufly 
employ'd to maintain and, if it be poflible, to create 
new Divifeons amongft Them. That Day, which our 
Fathers wifli'd to fee and. did not fee, is now breaking 
A 2 upon 
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upon us. Shall We fuffer this Light to be turn'd again 
into Party Darknefs, by the Incantations of fhofe, who 
woald not have pafs'd for Conjurers, even in die Days 
of Superftition and Ignorance ? The Najion is not only 
brought into an Uniformity of Opinion, concerning the 
prefect Adminiftration, by the Length and the righteous 
Conduct of it ; but We are grown into an Unanimity 
about Principles of 'Government \ which the moft fanguine 
could fcarce have expected, without Extravagance. Cer- 
tain Affectations of Ideas were made lb familiar to us, 
about half a Century ago, and became in the Ceurfe of 
Time fo- habitual, that We mould not have been able, 
even a few Years ago, to break them ; nor have been 
cafily induced to believe, on the Faith of any Predicti- 
on, that Experience and the Evidence of Fails would, 
in a few Years more, break them for us, deftroy all our 
Notions of Party* and fubflitute new ones in their Room; 

The Power and Majefty of the People, an original 
Contrail, the Authority and Independency if Parliament i 
Liberty, Refiftavce, Exchefion, Abdication, Deposition % 
Thefe were Idea3 aflbciated, at that Time, to the Idea 
of a Whig, and fuppofed by every Whig to be incom- 
municable, and inconfiftent with the Idea of a Tory. 

Divine, hereditary, indefiezable Right, lineal Suc- 
eejjton, pajfive Obedience, Prerogative, Non-Refiftance 9 
Slavery, nay and fomctimes Popery too, were aflbciated 
in many Minds to the Idea of a Tory, and deem'd in- 
communicable, and incontinent, in the fame Manner, 
with the Idea of a Whig. 

But now That, which neither Side would have be- 
lieved, on the Faith of any Predi&ion, is come to 
pafs; 

* quod Divum promittere nemo 
' Auderet, volvenda Dies en ! attulit uhro. 

Thefe AffbciationsvK. broken ; thefe diftinS Sets of Ideas 
are flmffied out of their Order ; new Combinations force 

them- 
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themfeves upon us ; and it would actually be as abfui4 
to impute to the Tories the Principles, which were laid 
to their Charge formerly, as it would be to afcribe to 
the Projector and bis Fa&ion the Name of Whigs, 
whilft They daily forfeit that Character bv their Acti- 
ons. The Bulk of botb Parties are really united ; united 
on Principles of Liberty, in Oppolition to an obfeure 
Remnant of one Party, who dilbwn thofe Principles, 
and a mercenary Detachment from the other, who be- 
tray them, 

. How this Change for the better comes to have been 
wrought in an Age, when moft Things have changed 
fir the worfe ; and fince it hath been wrought, why 
the oldDiftin&ions are kept up in fomc Meafure, will I 
think be accounted for in treating this Subject farther. 
At prefent, what fhall We lay to Thofe, who publickly 
{peak of this national Union as impracticable and chime- 
rical ; yet privately acl againfi it, with all their Might, 
as a practicable Thing, and a real Evil to Them ? If it 
be as compleat, and as well cemented, as I imagine it 
is f and as every honeft Briton wifhes it may be ; nay, 
if there be nothing more than a ftrong Tendency on all 
Sides towards it, which no Man of the leaft Obfervation 
and Candour will deny ; it is furely the Duty of every 
one, whodefires the Profperity of his Country, to fcize 
the Opportunity, to cultivate and improve it. If Men 
are to be known by their Works, the Works of Thofe, 
who oppofe this Union, denote Them fufficiently. 
Wicked and unhappy Men ! who feek their private, 
Safety, in oppofing publick Good. Weak and filly Men I 
- who vainly imagine that They fhall pals for the Na.~ 
t itfK, and the Nation for a Faftion ; thatTn ey Jhallbe 
judged in the Right, and the whole Body of the 
People in the Wrong, — On whom wou'd They im- 
pofe ?— ?How long do They imagine that fo unequal a 
Conteift can Jaft ? 

There is no Complaint, which hath been more-con- 

ftantly in die Mouths, no Grief hath lain more heaviiy 

A3 at 
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at the Hearts of all good Men, than Thofe about bur 
national Divifions \ about the Spirit of Party, which in- 
fpires Animolity and breeds Rancour ; which hath Co 
often deftroy'd our inward Peace, weaken'd our national 
Strength, and fully'd our Glory abroad. It is Time 
therefore that All, who defiie to be efteemM good Men, 
and to procure the Peace, the Strength and the Glory 
of their Country by the only Means, by which they 
can be procured effe&ually, ihould join their Efforts 
to heal our national Divifions, and to change the nar- 
row Spirit of Party into a diffufive Spirit of fublick 
'Benevolence. 

That We may be more encouraged to do fb, it will 
be of Ufe perhaps to confider, in fome Particulars, what 
Advances are already made towards that national TJnion t 
without which no national Good can be expected, in 
foch Circumftances as ours. 

Let us begin with the prcfent Temper of the Mem- 
bers of the Church of England towards the Diffenters. 
Thofe Laws, by which the latter were deharr'd from 
fcrving God after their own way, have not been thefe 
inany Years a Terror to Them. Thofe, which were 
defignM to hinder the Propagation of their Principles, 
And Thofe, which fhut the Door of all publick Prefer- 
ment, even to fuch amongft Them as conformed occafion- 
alfy, are repealM. Far from defiring to impofe any new 
Hardihips upon Them, even Tbofe, who have been re- 
puted their Enemies, and who have acted as fuch on le- 
Veral Occasions, acknowledge their Error. Experience 
hath removed Prejudice. They lee that Indulgence hath 
done what Severity never could ; and from the Frank- 
nefs of Thefe, if I was a Diffenter, I ihould fooner en- 
tertain Hopes of future favour than from the double 
Dealing of Tbofe, who lean on the Dtfenters, when 
They are out of Power ; and who efteem Them a Load 
upon Them, when They are in it. We are now in the 
true and only Road, which can poffibly lead to a per- 
fccl Reconciliation among Proteftams; to the Abolition 

of 
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of all their differences, or to Terms of Difference b 
little eflential, as to deferve none of DiflintJion. TheJfc 
happy Ends mud be obtained by natural good Will. They 
never can be obtain'd by Force. It is true, indeed, that 
Force, which is the Effect of a Majority and fuperior 
Power, may wpport a Rival fliip, and ereel even Couth 
ter-EftabliJbments. But then, by the fame Means, our 
antient Difputes will be revived ; the Church will be 
thought really in Danger ; and religious Feuds, which 
have been fo long and (b beneficially kept down, will 
once more difturb the Peace of the State. It is a certain 
Truth, that our religious and civil Contefts have mu- 
tually, and almoft alternately, raifed and fomented each 
other. Churchmen and Diffenters have fomettmes di£ 
fcr'd, and fometimes thought, or been made to thjnk, 
that They differed, at leaft, as much about civil as re- 
ligious Matters. There can be therefore no Way fo 
cfrccTual to compofe their Differences on the latter, as 
to improve the growing Union between Them on the 
former. Idem /entire de Republic a, to think alike about 
political Affairs, hath been eftcem'd neceflary to confti- 
tute and maintain private Ftiendjhips. It is obvioufly 
more efTential in pub lick Friend/hips. Bodies of Men in 
the fame Society can never unite, unlefs They unite on 
this Principle ; and if They once unite on this Princi- 
ple, They will unite on all others ; or They will readily 
and chearfully make one another cafy about them.— 
Let me fpeak plainly. It becomes a Man to do Co, who 
means honeftly. — In our political Divifions of Whig and 
Tory, the Diffenters have adhered to the former, and 
They want no Apology for doing fo. They join'd 
Themfelves to Thofe, with whom They agreed ; and 
•flood in Oppofition to Thbfe, with whom They dif- 
fcr'd in Principles of Government. There could be no 
Objection brought againft Them, on this Account. 
They certainly did not follow Power. They did not 
aft like a Seel, or a Fa3ion, who had and purfued an 
Intereft, diftinft from the Intereft of the whole. Their 
Non-Conformity had nothing to do here. They concur- 
red 
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red with Conformifts ; and if They had been Confor- 
mifts themfelves, as They were Diffenters, They would 
have acted in the fame Manner. But if this Divifion 
of Parties, on the fame Principles, fublifts no longer; 
if there be in Truth neither a Tory, nor a Whig, as I 
have laid above, but a Court and a Country Party in Be- 
ing; if the political Principles, which the Dijfenters 
have formerly avow'd, are manifeflly purfued on one 
Side ; and Thole, which They have oppoied, or others 
equivalent to them in their Effects, are purliied on the 
ether i can the Dijfenters helitate about the Option 
They are to make ? I am perfuaded They cannot. I 
know that leveral amongft Them do not.— —What 
might be, and certainly would be laid, if They made 
their Option to Hand by the Minifter, I will not lb 
much as fuggeft. What mufk be the Confequence of 
their {landing by the Nation, in Oppolition to Him, (for 
between thefe two Powers the prefent Conteft lies) it is 
ealy to tell, and impoffible to deny. They will prove, 
in this Cafe, to the whole Woold, that the Spirit of Li- 
berty animates, and Confcience alone determines their 
Conduct. They, who could never brook a Regal, 
will have the Merit of faving their Country from the 
Danger of a minifterial Tyranny ; and their Country 
will owe Them all the Acknowledgments, which are 
due from good and grateful Citizens of the lame Com- 
monwealth. t 

" As to the other great and national Divilion of Whig 
and Tory ; He, who recollects what hath pafs'd in 
Parliament, and obferves what palTes out of it, can di£ 
fer very little in his Opinion from what hath been faid 
concerning it. The principal Articles of your civil Faith, 
publifh'd ibme Time ago, (or, to fpeak more properly, 
the civil Faith of the old Whigs) are aflented and con- 
sented to by the Country Party ; and I fay, upon good 
Authority, that if this Creed was made a Teft of poli- 
tical Orthodoxy, there would appear at this Time but 
very few Hereticks imongft us. How different the 

Cafe 
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Cafe is, on the other Side, will appear not only from 
the A&ions, bat from the Principles of the Court Party, 
as We find them avow'd in their Writings ; Principles 
more dangerous to Liberty, though not fo directly, nor 
(6 openly levelFd againft it, than even any of Thofe; 
bid as they were, which feme of tbefe Men value 
Themfelves for having formerlv oppofed. 

In fhort, the Revolution is look'd upon by all Sides 
as a new JEra ; but the Settlement then made is look'd 
upon by the whole Country Party as a new Magna 
Cbarta, from whence new Interefis, new Princples of 
Government, new Meafures cfSubmiJJion, and new Obli- 
gations arife ; from whence We muft date both King 
and People. His Majefty derives his Title from Aels, 
madeinConfequenceofit. We likewife derive, notour 
Privileges, (for they were always 6urs) but a more full 
and explicit Declaration, and a more folemn Eftablifh- 
mentot them from the feme Period. On this Founda- 
tion all the reafondbk, independent Whigs and fortes 
Unite. They could unite on This alone ; for the Whigs 
have always profefs'd the Principles, which paved the 
Way for tne Revolution ; and whatever the Tories may 
have profefs'd, They atted upon the fame Principles, or 
They afted upon none, which would be too abfurd to 
aflert, when They brought about that great Event, in. 
Concert with the reft of the Nation,- is I (hall fomc 
Time or other prove. 

To this Magna Cbarta and tbefe Principles let us ad» 
here inviolably, in Oppon* tion to the two Extremes men- 
tion'd by Me at the Beginning of this Paper, viz. to 
Tbofe, who difown them,* and to Tbofe, who betray 

them. Let neither the polemical Skill of Lejly, nor 

the antique Erudition of Bedford perfuade us to put on 
again thofeold Shackles of falfe Law, falfe Reafon, and 
falje Go/pel, which were forged before the Revolution, 
and broken to Pieces fey it.— -As little let us fufrer the 
arch Slynefs of G— »on, the dogmatical Drynefs of H— e 9 
•r the fouling Proftitutbn of S£—i, to flip new Shackles* 

upoa 



d by Google 



io fb$ Craftsman. N°38*. 

upon us, which are inconfiftent with the conftituent 
Principles of our Eftablifhment.-— Let us maintain and 
improve the national Union (6 happily begun, and bleis 
God for difpofing the Temper of the Nation almoft 
univerfally to it.— — Stub a Coalition hath been long 
wanted in this Kingdom, and never more than at this 
important Crifis ; for on This it will depend whether 
They, who not only oppofe the Progreis of that growing 
Corruption, which had well nigh overfpread the Land, 
but endeavour to extirpate it by the Roots, fhall prevail ; 
or They, who nourifh and propagate it ; who eat Them- 
felves, and tempt others to eat the~ baneful Fruit it 

bears. On This it will depend whether They fhall 

prevail, who conftantly iniift againft the Continuance 
of a ftanding Army, in Time of Peace, agreeably to the 
Principles of our Conftiiution ; or They, who plead for 
U, and endeavour to make it a necelTary Part of that 
Conftitution, though incompatible with publick Liberty. 
~ On This it will depend whether They fhall prevail, 
who endeavour to conceal the Frauds, which are prao 
tifed, and to fcreen the Fraudulent, at the Rifque of 
ruining Credit, and deftroying Trade, as well as to mo- 
nopolize in the Hands of a Few the whole Wealth of 
the Nation ; or They, who do their utmoft to bring the 
former to Light, and the latter to Punifhment at a 
Time, when glaring Fraud, or very ftrong Symptoms 
of Frauds, appear in fo many Parts of publick Manage- 
ment, from fome of the greateft Companies down to 

the Turnpike at Hyde-Park Corner. On This it will 

depend whether They (hall prevail, who defire that 
Great Britain fhould maintain fuch a Dignity and pru- 
dent Referve, in the Broils of Europe, as become her 
Situation, fuit her Jntereft, and alone can enable Her to 
cift the Ballance ; or Tbey+ who are eager, on every 
Occafion, to proftitute her Dignity, to pawn her Purfe, 
and to lacriiice her Commerce, by intangling Her not 
only too much with the other great ^Powers of Europe, 
from whom She may . fometiincs want reciprocal En- 
gagements j 
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gagemcnts; but even with tbofe diminutive Power s 9 
from whom it would be ridiculous to expect any. 

i mail fend you fomc farther Thoughts on this Sub- 
ject next Week, and am, SIR, Tours, &c. 

O. 




N° 383. Saturday, Nov. 3, 1733. 

To Calm D'Ahvers, Efqi 
SIR, 

(HILST I was writing my laft Letter 
to You, it came into my Thoughts that 
nothing would illuftrate the Subject bet- 
ter, nor enforce more ftrongly the Ex- 
hortation to an Union of Parties, in 
Support of that Conftitution, on the 
Terms of which alone all Right to govern us, and all 
our Obligation to obey is now founded, than an Enquiry 
into the Rife and Progrefs of our late Parties ; or a 
fhort Hiftory ofTorifm and Wbiggifm from their Cra- 
dle to their Grave, with an introductory Account of 
their Genealogy and Defcent. 

Your Papers have been from the firft confecrated to 
the Information of the People of Britain ; and 1 think 
they may boaft very juftly a Merit Angular enough ; 
That of never fpeaking to the Paffions, without appeal- 
ing to the Reafon of Mankind. It is fit they mould 
keep up this Character, in the ftricleft Manner, whilft 
they are employ'd on the mofl important Subject, and 
publifh'd at the moft important Crifis. I fhall there* 
tore execute my Defign with Sincerity and Impartial 
lity. I fhall certainly* not flatter ; and I do not mean 
to offend. Reafonable Men and Lovers of Truth, in 
whatever Party They have been engaged, will not be 

offended 
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offended at Writings, which claim np Regard but on 
this Account, that they are founded in Reafon and 
Truth, and fpeak with Boldnefs what Reafon and 
Truth confpire to dictate. Aa for the Drummers and 
Trumpeters of Faflicn, who are hired to drown the 
Voice of both in one perpetual Din of Clamour, and 
would endeavour to drown, in the fame Manner, even 
the dying Groans of their Country, if She was already 
brought into that extreme Condition ; They (hall not 
provoke Me to break a- moil .contemptuous Silence. 
The Subject is too folemn. They may prophane k, 
by writing on it. Far be it from Me to become guilty 
of the fame Crime, by anfwcring Them. 

If the Enquiry I am going to make into the Rife 
and Progrefc of our late Parties (hould produce in any 
Degree the Good, which I intend,, it will help to 
confirm and improve the national Union (b happihr 
begun, by taking off feme Remains of Shynefc, Di- 
ftruft and Prejudice, which may Hill hang about Men, 
who .think alike, and who prefs on, from different 
Quarters, to the fame common Point of View. It 
will help to unmask more effectually the wicked Con-* 
duel: of Thofe, who labour with all the Skill and, which 
is much, more confiderable, with all the Authority 
They pofleis, to keep ud the Divifion of Parties ; that 
each of Thefe may continue to be, in its Turn, what 
all of them have been too often and too long, the 
Inftruments and the Victims of private Ambition. It 
will do fomething more. A few Reflections on the 
Rife and Progrefs of our Diftemper, and the Rife and 
Progrefs of our Cure, will help us of Courfe to make a 
true Judgment on our prefent State, and will point 
out to us, better perhaps than any other Method) the 
fpecifick Remedies ftill neceflary to preferve our Con- 
stitution in Health and Vigour.— Having premifed 
This, I come to the Point. 

Queen Elizabeth defign'd, and the Nation call*d King 
James to the Throne, though the whole Seotijk Line 

had 
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had been excluded by the Will of Henry the 8th, made 
indeed under the Authority of an A3 of Parliament, 
and yet litde regarded either by the. Parliament, or 
the People. As foon as He was on the Throne, a flat- 
tering A3 of Recognition pafs'd ; for though all Princes 
are flatter'd on their firft Acceffion, yet thofe Princes 
are fore to be flatter'd moft, who • deferve Panegyricjc 
kail. In this A3 the Parliament acknowledged, on the 
Knees of their Hearts, ( fuch was the Cant of the Age, ) 
the indubitable Right, by which They declared that 
the- Crown defeended to Him immediately, on the De- 
ceafe of Queen Elizabeth. Of this A3 and of the 
Ufe, which fome Men, very weakly I think, endea- 
vour'd to make of it, 1 fliall have Occafion to fpeak 
hereafter. I would only obferve here that This is the 
wEra of hereditary Right, and of all thofe exalted No- 
tions, concerning the Power and Prerogative of Kings, 
and the Sacrednejs of their Perfons. All together they 
compofed fuch a Syftem of Abfurdity, as had never 
been heard of in this Country, till that anointed Pedant 
broach'd thenK They have been fpoken of pretty 
much at large in your Papers j particularly in fome of 
Thofe, publilh'd under the Name of Oldcajlle. To 
them I refer. 

To a flert that, the extravagant Principles of Ecclefi- 
aftical and Civil Govemment, which began to be pro- 
pagated in this Reign, and were carried ftill higher in 
the next, gave Occaflon to Thole of another Kind, or 
of another Extreme, which were taught with Succefc, 
and gain'd by Degrees great Vogue in the Nation, 
would be too much. Opinions very different from 
Thofe, which received the Sanction of a legal Efta- 
blijbment in Church and State, had crept about ob- 
feurely, if not fikntly, even whilft the Government pf 
Elizabeth lafted. But This I fay ; that the Principles, 
by which King. James and King Char Us the ill go- 
verned, and the* Exceffes of Hierarchical 'and Monarchic 
cal Pozoer, exerciied in Confequence of them, gave 

Vol. XII. B great 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



14 f£* Cra j t sman. 1^383. 

great Advantage to the oppofite Opinions, and intirely 
occafion'd the Miferies, which followed. Phrenzy pro- 
voked Phrenzy, and two Species of Madnefs infected 
the whole Mafs of the People. It hath coft us a Cen- 
tury to lofe our Wits, and to recover them again. 

If our Grievances under K. Charles the ift. had been 
ledrefsM by a fober, regular, Parliamentary Reformation 
of the State ; or if, the civil War happening, a new Go- 
vernment had been eftablifh'd on Principles of the Gon- 
ftitution, not of Faction, of Liberty, not of Licenti- 
oumefe, as there was on the Abdication of King James 
the 2d ; We may conclude both from Reafon and Ex- 

• perience, that the abfurd and flavifh Doctrines I have 

• mentioned would have been exploded early. They 
would have been buried in the recent Grave of Him, 
who firft deviled them ; and the Memoiy of Him and 

• of Them would have flunk together in the Noflrils of 
Mankind. But the contrary fell out. The State was 
fubverted, inflead of being reform'd ; and all the Fury 
of Faction and Enthufiafm was employed to deftroy 
the Confutation to the very Foundations. A natural 
ConfequencefollowM. If the Principles of King James 
and King Charles's Reigns had been dilgraced by bet- 
ter, they would not have rifen again ; but they were 

• only kept down for a Time by^worfe ; and therefore 
they rofe again at the Reftoration, and revived with 
the Monarchy. Thus 'that epidemical Taint, with 
which King James infected the Minds of Men, con- 
tinued upon us ; and it is fcarce hyperbolical to fey, 
that this Prince hath been the original Caufe of a Se- 
ries of Misfortunes to this Nation, as deplorable as a 
tailing Infection of our Air, of our Water, or our Earth, 
would have been. The Spirit of his Reign was main- 

• tain*d in That of his Sen, ( for how could it well be 
otherwife, when the fame Mhifters were continued in 
Power?) and the Events of both produced the civil 
War. The civil War ended in the Death of the King, 
and the Exile of his Family. The Exile of thefe Prin- ' 

- ces 
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ces reconciled Them to the Religion of Rome, and to 
the Politicks of foreign Nations, in fuch Degrees as 
their different Chara&ers admitted. Charles fipp'd a 
little of the poiibnous Draught, but enough however 
to infect his whole Conduct. As for James, 
■ Ille impiger haufit 

Spumantem Pater am. 
He drank the Chalice off to the loweft and foukft 
Dregs. 

That Principles, as abfurd as Thefe in their Nature, 
and as terrible in their Confequences, fuch as would 
fhock the common Senie of a Samojede, or an Hotten- 
tot, and had juit before deluged the Nation in Blood, 
fliould come into Vogue again at the Reft or at ion f will 
not appear ftrange to Thofe, who carry Themfelves 
back as it were to that Point of Time. The Wounds 
of the civil War were bleeding; and the Refentments 
of the Cavaliers, who came into Power at Court and 
in Parliament, were at their Height. No Wonder then 
if few Men had, in fuch a Ferment as This, Penetra- 
tion enough to difcern, or Candour enough to acknow- 
ledge, or Courage enough to maintain, that the Pr/>/- 
cipjes We fpeak of were truly and primarily the Caufe 
of all their Misfortunes. The Events, which proved 
them fb, were recent ; but for that very Reafon, be- 
caufe they were recent, it was natural for Men, in fuch 
a Circumftance as This, to make wrong Judgments 
about them. It was natural for the Royal Party to af- 
cribe all their and their Country's Misfortunes, without 
any due Diftin&ion, to the Principles, on which King 
Charles and even King James had been oppofed ; and 
to grow more zealous for Thofe, on which the Go- 
vernments of thefe two Princes had been defended, and 
for which They had MerU Add to This the na- 
tional Transport, on fb great a Revolution ; the Excels 
of Joy, which many felt and many feign'd i the A- 
dulation employ 'd by many . to acquire new Merit, 
and by many to atone for pad Demerit ; and you will 
B 2 find 
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find Reafon to be furprized, not that the fame Principles 
tf Government, as had threaten'd our Liberties once, 
and muft by neceflary Confequence do fo again, were 
eftablilh'd; But that our Liberties were not immedi- 
ately and at onee given up. That they were faved We 
owe, not to Parliament, no not to the Convention Par- 
liament, who brought die King home ; but to thole 
great and good Men, Clarendon and Southampton. Far 
from taking 'Advantage of the Hearand Fervour of the 
Times, to manage Parliaments into feandalous Jobs, 
and fatal Compliances with the Crown ; to their im- 
mortal Honour, (with Gratitude and Reverence to 
their Memories be it fpoken ) They broke the Army, 
filmed the Revenue, and threw their Matter on the Af- 
ftftims of bis People. — But I return. 

Befides ihefe Reafons, drawn from the Paffions of Men, 
other* of a more fobcr Kind may be given, to account 
for the making a Settlement at the Reftoration upon 
Principles too near a-kin to Thofe, which had pre- 
vail'd before the War, and which had in Truth cau- 
fed it. Certain it is, that although the Non-Confbrmifts 
were fkmn'd by the Blow They had juft received ; 
and though their Violence was reftrain'd by the Force 
of the present Conjuncture; yet They ftill exiited. 
Symptoms of This appeared, even whilft the Govern- 
ment was fettling, and continued to appear long after 
it was fettled. Now every Symptom of this Kind 
rcnewM the Dread of relapfing into thofe Miferies, 
from which the Nation had fb lately recover'd itfelf ; 
and this Dread had the natural Effect of all extreme 
Fears. It hurried Men into every Principle, as well as 
Meafure, which feem'd the moft oppciite to Thofe of 
the Perfonsfear'd, and the moft likely, though at any 
other Rifque, to defeat their JDeligns, and to obviate 
the prefent Danger, real or imaginary. May We not 
fairly conjecture, for it is but Conjecture, fomething 
more ? In fuch a Temper of Mind, and fuch a Situ- 
ation of Circttmttances, might not even Thofe, who 
few how groundlefs and dangerous fuch extravagant ' 
* Notions 
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Notions about the Right, Power and Prerogative of 
Kings were, imagine however that it was a Part of 
Prudence to give Way to them, and to countenance 
them, in the prefent Conjuncture ; to fufrer the Opi- 
nions of the Nation to be bent too far on one Side, u 
they had been bent too for on the other; not that 
they might remain crooked, but that they might be- 
come ftrait ? 

' The fame Spirit and much the fame Reafons as de- 
termined our Settlement, at the Reftoration, upon fuch 
high Principles of Monarchy, prevail'd relatively to our 
religious "Differences, and the Settlement of the Church. 
~— I fhall fpeak of it with that Freedom, which a Man 
may take, who is confeious that He means nothing but 
the publick Good, hath no Bye-Ends, nor is under the 
Influence of ferving any particular Caufe. 

I lay then very frankly that the Church and the King 
having been join'd in all the late Cornells, both by 
Thole, who attack'd them, and Thole, who defended 
them, . Ecclefiaftical Interefts, Refinements and Animofi- 
ties came in to the Aid of facular, in making the new 
Settlement. Great Lenity was lhcwn at the Reitera- 
tion, in looking backwards ; unexampled and unimita- 
ted Mercy to particular Men, which deferved no doubt 
much Applaufe. This Condudt would have gone far 
towards reftoring the Nation to its primitive Temper, 
and Integrity, to its old good Manners, its old good Hu- 
mour, and its old good Nature ( Expreflions of my Lord^ 
Chancellor Clarendon, which I could never read with-* 
out being moved and (bften'd) if great Severity had not 
been exercifed immediately after, in looking forwards, 
and great Rigour ufed to large Bodies of Men, which 
certainly deferves Cenfure, as neither juft, nor politick. 
I lay, not juft , becaufe there is after all a real and 
wide Difference between moral and Party Juft ice. The 
one is founded in Realbn. The other takes its Colour 
from the Paffions of Men, and is but another Name for 
InjuHice. Moral Jufiice carries Puniihment as far as 
B 3 Reparation 
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Reparation, and neceffary Terror require; no far- 
ther. Partyjuftice carries it to the foil Extent of 
our Power, and even to the gorging and firing of 
our Revenge* From whence it follows that Injuftice 
and Violence f once begun, muft .become perpetual in 
the fucceffive Revolutions of Parties, as long as ibefe 
Parties exift. I fay, not politick ; becaufe it con- 

tradicted the other Meamres, ttken for quieting the 
Minds of Men. It alarm'd all the Setts anew ; con- 
firmed the Implacability and whetted the Rancour of 
Some 1 difappointed and damp'd a Spirit of Reconcilia- 
tion in Others ; united Them in a common Hatred to 
the Churchy and roufed in the Church a Spirit of Into- 
lerance and Perfecution. This Meafure was the more 
imprudent, becaufe the Opportunity feem'd fair to take 
Advantage of the Refcntments of the Presbyterians a- 
gainft the Other Sectaries, and to draw them, without 
perforating the others, by the Cords of Love into the 
Pale of the Church, inftead of driving Them back by 
l^vere Ufage into their antient Confederacies. But when 
Jlefentments of the Sort We now mention were let 
loofe, to aggravate Thofe of the other Sort, there was 
no Room to be furprized at the Violences, which fol- 
lowed ; and They, who had adted greater, could not 
complain of Thefc, great as they were, with any good 
Grace. 

If we may believe * One, who certainly was not 
partial againft ibefe Seels, both Presbyterians and Inde- 
pendents had carried the Principle of Rigour, in the 
Point of Confcience, much higher, and afted more impla- 
cably upon it, than ever the Church of England bath 
dene in its angrieft Fits. The fecuring Them (eves there- 
fore againft Thofe, who had ruin'd Them and the Con- 
stitution once already, was a plaufible Rcafon for the 
Church-Party to give, and I doubt not the true and 
folc 

* Dr. Burnet, afterward Bijhop of Salisbury, in one 
§f his Traffs. 
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fole Motive of many for cxcrcifing, and perfifting in the 
Exercife of great Severity. General, prudential Argu- 
ments might, and there is Reafon to believe they did, 
weigh with particular Men ; but they could have little 
Force, at fuch a Time, on Numbers. As little 'could 
ibme other Conliderations have then, whatever they 
have now. The Promises at Breda, for Inflance, and 
the Terms of the Declaration fent from thence, could 
not be urged with Force to a Parliament, who had no 
Mind, and was ftri&ly under no Obligation, to make 
good fuch Promifes as the King had made, beyond his 
. Power of promifing, if taken abfolutely ; and, if taken 
conditionally, He was difcharged, on the Refufkl of 
Parliament to confirm theto. — Thus again, the Merit 
pleaded by the Presbyterians, on Account of the Share 
They had in the Reftoration, which was very real and 
very confiderable, could avail however but little. That 
They went along with the national Torrent, in reftor- 
ing the Confutation of Church and State, could not be 
denied. But then it was remember'd too that theft 
Fruits of Repentance came kte; not till They had 
been long oppreis'd by another SeB, who turn'd upon 
Them, wrefted the Power out of" their Hands, and 
made Them feel, what They had made others feel, the 
Tyranny of a Party: 

Such Reafbns and Motives as I have mentioned pre- 
vail'd ; and worfe than Thefe would have been fuf- 
ficicnt, when the Paffions of Men ran fo high, to lay 
the Diffentersy without any Diftinc"Uon, under extreme 
Hardfhips. They feem'd to be the principal Objeft of 
the Fears and Jealoufies of Parliament. Addrefles were 
continually made, and the Edge of the Law continually 
whetted againft Them, from 1660 to 1669, when the 
Law for fupprejjing Conventicles^ and the laft of thefe 
penal Statutes pafe'd, as I remember. Experience will 
juftify Me for faying that this long and extreme Rigour 
was unwife, as well as unjuft. It appears, indeed, from 
the Memorials of thofc Times that They, who fumVd, 

had 
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had given abundant Provocation, tho* not fufficient Ex- 
cufe, to the Rigour, under which They fufter'd. Some 
former Hardfhips, which the Dijfenters had endured 
from the Churchy made Them more violent againft it, 
when They got Pofleffion of an ufurp'd Power. Juft 
Jo the Violence, which They exercifed at that Time, 
ftimulated the Severity They felt in their Turn, when 
the legal Conftitution of the Church was rellored. Not- 
withftanding all which, I incline, upon very good 
Reafons, to think that this Severity was not in the firft 
Defign of the Minifters ; nor would have been fhewn, 
if another fatal Influence had not prevail'd. The In- 
fluence I mean is That of Popery. It prevailed from 
the firft Moments to the laft of the Reign of King 
Charles \ the 2d. The befl Minifters were frequently 
driven off their Bvafs by it. The tvorft had a fure 
Hold on their Matter, by complying with it. On the 
Occafion now mentioned, this Influence and the Artifice 
of the Popi/h Faclion worked very fatily on the Paffions 
of Parties, and the private Intereils of Individuals ; and 
the Minifters, and th&Church r and. the Dijfenters were 
Bubbles alike of their common Enemy. Barefaced Po- 
pery could a&k no Favour, becaufe Popery could expeel 
none. Proteftant Dijfenters were therefore to ferve as 
ftalking Horfes, that Paptfts might creep behind The^n, 
and have Hopes of being, fome Time or other, ad- 
mitted with Them. The Church Party was halloo'd, 
on the Dijfenters ; whilft the Dijfenters were encouraged 
to unite and hold out ; whilft They were flatter'd with 
an high Opinion of their own Strength, and the King's 
Favour ; and whilft fome leading Men amongft Them, 
who thought it better to be at the Head of a Seel,- than 
at the Tail of an Eftablijhment, were perhaps encou- 
raged and confirmed in that Thought by the private 
Applications of the Court. 

Thefe Arts, thefe wicked Arts (for fuch they were) 
prevailed ; and though the 2000 Minifters, who went 
out of their Churches on one Day, were far from being 

all 
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all of the fame Mind, or having one pofitive, confiftent 
Scheme ; though many of Them muft have loft their 
Benefices, even if They had complyM with the A8 of 
Uniformity, becaufeThey were Intruders, and in aftual 
Pofleffion «f Benefices legally belonging to Other si yet; 
by uniting in the Point of Non-Conformity, They ap- 
pealed as one Body, and in fome Scnfe They were to. 
Several of Them were popular for certain Modes of De- 
votion, fuited to the Humour of the Time ; and feveral 
Were Men eminent for true Learning and unafle&ed Pie- 
ty. This increafed the Zeal of their Flocks, and cre- 
ated Companion in Others. Here the Court began to 
" reap the Fruits of their Management, in the Struggle 
for a Toleration. I ufc the Word, though I know it 
may be limply cavill'd at. The firft Step made was 
an Application to the King, who declared tiimfelf 
ready and willing to difpenfe, in their Favour, with fe- 
veral Things in the Mt of Uniformity ; and thus the Dif 
/enters were made, bv the Severity of the Parliament 
and the Intrigues of the Court, the Inftruments of in* 
adducing a dtfpenfing Power. Such Attempts were 
made more than once ; but happily fail'd, as often as 
made, through the vigorous Oppolition of Parliament ; 
till at laft the Scene began to ojin more, and the Dif- 
fintm to fee that They were made the Tools of pro- 
moting, what They never intended, the Advancement 
of the Prerogative above Law, and the Toleration of 
Popery againft it. 

To conclude. By fuch Means as I have defcribed, 
the Conftitution of Parties after the Refloration prefer- 
ved unhappily too near a Refemblance to the Conftitu- 
tion of Parties before the War. The Prerogative was 
not, indeed, carried fo high, in fome Inftances, as 
James and Charles the I ft. had attempted to carry it. 
Nay, fome Supporttof it. were bought off, and taken 
away ; and others more dangerous, as We have obfer- 
ved, were prevented by the Virtue of the Men at that 
Time in Power. But ftiil the Government was efta- 

hliih'd 
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blim'd on Principles, fufficient to invite a King to 
exercife arbitrary Power, and to fupport Him by their 
Confequences in the Exercife of it afterwards ; fb that, 
in this Refpeft, the Seeds of future Divifions were 
fow'd abundantly. The Diffenters had, indeed, loft 
much of their Credit, and all their Power. But flill 
They had Numbers, and Property, and Induftry, and 
Companion for Them ; (b that here was another Crop 
of DiiTentions planted to nurfe up, and to ftrengthen 
the other. They did not inflame the Contefb, which 
followed, into a civil W3r, as they had help'd to do for- 
merly i but I think that, without them, and the Dif. ' 
union and Hatred amongft Proteftants, confequent upon 
them, the Zeal againft Popery could not have run into 
a Kind of fa&ious Fury, as We mail be obliged to 
confefs it did. 1 likewife think that Fears of falling 
once more under Presbyterian, or Republican Power, 
could not have been wrought up in the Manner they 
were,* towards the End of this Reign, fo as to drown 
even the Fear of Popery itlelf ; fo as to form a Party in 
Favour of a Popijb Succejfor ; fo as to transport both 
Clergy and Layetv into an Avowal of Principles, 
which muft have reduced us to be at this Time Slaves, 
not Freemen, Papifts, not Proteftants ; thefe Things, 
I fay, could not have happened, if the very Men, 
who had avow'd>ri> Principles, had not (aved Them- 
felvei and Us, in direct Oppofition to them. But . 

I am running into the Subject of another Letter, when 
This is grown too prolix already. 

/ am, SIR, Sec. 
O. 
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N 9 384. Saturday, Nov. 10, 1733. 

The fame Subjed continued. 

To Caleb D'Anvsis, Efqi 
S I R, 

' H E Sam of what hath been faid, con- 
cerning the Settlement of Church and 
State, and the Divifion of Parties, at the 
Reftoration, amounts to This ; that as 
the Attempts of King James and King 
Charles the I ft. againft the Spirit of the 
People, arid the Principles of the Conftitution, threw 
the Nation into a civil War, and all the miferable Con- 
fequences, both tiecefl&ry and contingent, of that Ca- 
lamity ; fo the Fury, Enthufiafm and Madnefs of tbofe 
Faeliont, which arofe, during that unnatural Ferment, 
frighten'd the Nation back, if not into all, yet more 
generally perhaps than before, into moll of the Notions, 
that were eftablifiYd to juftify the Excefles of former 
-Reigns. Hereditary, indefiezable Right, Paffive Obe* 
Sevce and Nen-Rejtftance ( thofe Corner-ftones, which 
are an improper Foundation for any Superftrttfture but 
That of Tyranny,) were made, even by Parliament, 
the Foundation of the Monarchy ; and all Thofe, who 
declined an exalt and &n& Conformity to the whole 
Eftablilhment of the Church, even to the moft minute 
Parts of it, were deprived of the Piotedlion, nay expo- 
fed to the Profecution of the State. Thus *ne Part of 
the Nation flood profcribed hy the other-, the leaft, in- 
deed, by the greateft ; whereas a little before thdgreat- 
efi flood profcribed by the leaft. Roundhead and Cava- 
lier were; in Efieft, no more. Whig and Tory were 

not, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



£4 . $fc* CRAFTSMAN. £^384. 

not yet in Being. The only two apparent Parties were 
Thofe of Churchmen and Diffenters ; and religious 
Differences alone, at this Time maintained the Di- 
ftin£tfon. 

Such was the State of Tarty, upon the Meeting of 
the firfi Parliament caFd by lung Charles the 2d. and 
for fome Years afterwards, as nearly as I have been able 
to obferve by what I have read in Hiftory, and recei- 
ved from Tradition. ------- How the Nations then in 

Voguo began to change, and this Spirit to decline, fome 
Time after the Reftoration ; how the Zeal of Church- 
men and Diffenters againft one another began to {often, 
and a Court and Country Party to form themfclves ; 
how FaBion mingled itfelf again in the ConteuVand 
renewed the former Refentments and Jcaloufiesrhow 
Whig and Tory arofe, the furious Offspring of thofe in- 
aufpicious Parents Roundhead and Cavalier ; how the 
Proceedings of one Party might have thrown as back 
into a civil War, Confufion and Anarchy ; how the 
Succefs of the other had like to have entail'd Tyranny on 
the State, and Popery in the Church ; how the Revo- 
lution did, and could alone, deliver us from the 
Grievances We felt, and from the Dangers We fear'd ; 
how this great Event was brought about by a formal De- 
parture of each Side from the Principles objected to 
Them by the other ; how this Renewal of our Couftu 
tution, on the Principles of Liberty, by the moft foJemn, 
deliberate, national Alt, that ever was made, did not 
only bind at kaft every one of Thofe, who concurr'd in 
any Degree to bring it about, (and that Defcription in- 
cludes almoft the whole Nation } but how abfurd it is 
for any Man, who was born fmce that JErd, or who, 
being born before it, hath been bound by no particular, 
legal Tye to any ether Settlement, to be willing to give 
up the Advantages of the prefent Confiituthn* any more 
than He would give up. th6 Privileges of the great 
Charter, which was made and ratify'd fo many Ages 
ago } all thefe Points are to be now touch'd m that 

fumroary 
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fiumnaiy Manner, which I have prescribed fry nryfclf * 
and which will be fufficicat, in fo plain a Cafe, whern 
Men are to be reminded of what They know already, 
rather than to be inform'd and confirm'd, not to be 
convinced. 

I proceed therefore to obfcrve that the Nation begin 
to be ndiipofed to the Ctrl, foeo after the Refteratien* 
The Sale of Dunkirk help'd to rum a great and good 
Minifier; though it be ftill doubtful at Jeait, notwith* 
fending the Clamour rafted, and the Negotiations with 
f&firades fo much infilled upon, whether He was 
ilriaiy anfwerable for thii Meaiure. - ■ Who knows 
how loon the Re-eftablilhmeat of the fame Port and 
Harbour may be laid in Form to the Charge of thoft 
two Men, who are ftri&lv and undeniably anfwerable 
for it ; and who ftagger already under the Weight of fe 
nuuiy other juft Imputations ? 

The firfi Dutch War, which was lightly and raftly 
undertaken, and which ended ignominioufly for the 
Nation, augmented the publick Indifpofitkni. Nay 
Misfortunes, fuch as the Plague, and the Burning of 
London, as well as Mi/management, had this Effect. 
But We muft place at the Head of all a Jealoufy of 
Popery, which was well founded, and therefore gathered 
Strength daily. This foon heated the Minds of Men 
to fuch a Degree, that it iecms almoft wonderful the 
Plague was not imputed to the Papifts as perempto- 
rily as the Fire. 

The Death of my Lord Southampton, and the DI£ 
grace and Banifhment of my Lord Clarendon, made 
Room for new Caufes of Jealoufy and Difiatisfaelion } 
and the Effects increased in Proportion. Tbofe ttoo noble 
Lords had flood in the Breach againft Popery and foreign 
Politicks i and what one of Them faid of the other, 
That is Southampton of Clarendon, may be applyM wkh 
Juftice to Both. They tatre true Proteftants, and honeft 
Englifhmen. Whilft They were in Place, our Laws, 
our Religion, and our Liberties were in Safety. When* 

Vol. XII. C 7bjy 
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They were removed, England felt the ill EffeSs of the 
Change ; for when They were removed, all Thefe 
were in Danger. How glorious a Panegyrick is This, 
in which the unanimous Voice of Pofterity does and 
muft agree ? It is preferable furely to all theHtles and 
Honours and Effotes, which tbofe illuftrious Patriots left 
behind Them ; and fo I perfuade myfelf it is efteem'd 
by the young Noblemen, who are Heirs to their Virtues, 
as well as their Fortunes. 

King Charles, and more than Him the Duke and 
the Popijb Faff ion were now at Liberty to form new* 
Schemes ; or rather to purfue old ones, with lefs Re-j 
fcrve, againft the Religion and Liberty of England. As 
ibon as the famous Cabal had the whole Adminiftratioir 
of Affairs, thefe Defigns were pufh'd, almoft without 
any Referve at all. I am not writing the Hifldry of 
this Reign ; nor have I undertaken any Thing more 
than to make a few Obfervatiotis on the feveral Turns 
of Parties in it. I need not therefore defcend into par- 
ticular Proofs of the Defigns, "which I attribute to. the 
Court*, nor into a Deduction of the Meafures taken to 
promote them, and the Efforts made to defeat them. 
That thefe Defigns were real, can be doubted of by no 
Man ; fince without quoting many printed Accounts,- 
which are in the Hands of every one, or infilling on 
other Proofs, which have not feen the Light, (and (uch 
there are) the Abbot Primes Relation of the fecret Ne- 
gotiations between the King and his Sifter, the Dutchefs 
of Orleans, publiuYd in 1682, as I think, and imme- 
diately fuppreis'd, as well as the Hiftory of the Je(uit 
^Orleans, written on Memorials furnifh'd to Him by 
King James the 2d. put the whole Matter out of Dis- 
pute, and even beyond the Reach of Cavil. It is firffi- 
cient for my Purpofe to obferve that the Tide of Party, 
Which had run fo ftrongly for the Court, and had been » 
fcklom fo much as flacken'd hitherto, began now to 
turn, arid to run Year after Year more ftrongly the 
"§tber Way. 

When 
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When this Parliament fate down, ( for it defervcs our 
particular Obfervation that both Houfes were full of 
Zeal for the prej'ent Government, and of Refentment a- 
gainft the Ufurpations) there was but one Party in Par- 
liament ; and no other Party could raife its Head in 
the Nation. This might have Jbecn the Cafe much 
longer ; probably as long as King Charles had fate on 
the Throne, if the Court had been a litde honefter, or 
a little wifer. No Parliament ever did more to gain 
their Prince than This. They ieem'd, for ieveral Years, 
to have nothing lb much at Heart as fecuring his Go- 
vernment * advancing his Prerogative, and filling his 
Coffers. The Grants They made Him were fuch, as 
pafs'd for Inftances of Profuiion in thofe Days ; when 
1,200,000 /. a Year fir the Civil List, the Fleet, 
the Gv a r d s and Garrisons, and all the ordinary 
Expene.es of the Government, was thought an exorbitant 
Sum ; how little a Figure, foever it would make in our 
Times, when two Thirds of that Sum, atleaft, are ap- 
propriated to the Ufe of the Civil-Lift fingh. But all 
This was to no Purpofe ; a foreign Inter eft prevaiTd ; 
a Cabal goveru'd ; and femetimes the Cabal and 
ibmetimes a Prime-Minifter had more Credit with the 
King than the whole Body of his People. When the 
Parliament faw that They could not gain Him over to 
his own, and to their common Intereft ; nor prevail on 
Him, by" Connivance, Complyance, and other gentle 
Methods; They turn'd Themfelves to fuch as were 
rough, but agreeable to Law and the Cuftom of Parlia- 
ment, . as well as proportionable to the Greatnete of the 
Exigency. That they loft their Temper, on lbme 
particular Occaiions, muil not be deny VI* They were 
Men, and therefore frail ; but their Frailties, of this 
Kind,, proceeded from their Love of their Country/ 
They were tranfported, when They found that their 
Religion and Liberty were conftantly in Danger from 
the Intrigues of a Popijb Faftion ; and They would 
have been fo tranfported, no Doubt, if Liberty alone 
C 2 had 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



St ^C&irTixAH. N*3$4* 

liad been attack'd by a Prtieftant faSion. Then it was, 
that this Higb-Cburcb Parliament grew favourable to 
Protcjlant Diffenters, and ready to make that juft Di- 
itinction, (6 long delay'd, betwen flfrm and P#^ 
Rccufants, that the «£»& Protcjlant^ hctereft might 
unite in the common Cade. Then it was, that this 
Prerogative Parliament defy*d Prerogative* in Defence 
of their raw Privileges, and of the Liberties of their 
Country. Then it was, that this Pajfive Obedience an i 
Von-Jtefi fiance Parliament went the utmoft Lengths of 
Refiftance, in a Parliamentary Way ; and the neceflary 
Confequence of the Steps They made, in this Way, 
mud have been Refiftance in another, if die King had 
not dropt his Miujfters, retracted his Pretenfions, re- 
diefs'd Jbme, and given Expectation of redreffing other 
Grievances. In fine, this Penfioner Parliament, as it 
hath been ftyled, with fome Corruption in the Houfe, 
and an Army fomctimes at the Door of k, disbanded 
the Army in England, and proteftcd againft die Militia, 
fettled in Scotland by Act of Parliament, and appoint* 
•d to march fir any Service, wherein the Kings Ho* 
nour, Authority andGreatne/s were concern* d, in Obe- 
dience to the Orders of the Privy Council. That I may- 
sot multiply particular Inftances, They not only did 
their utmoft to fecure their Country againft immediate 
Danger, but projected to iecurc it againft remote Dan- 
ger, by an Exclufion of the Duke of York from the 
Crown, after They had endeavour'd ftrenuoufly, but 
- in vain, to prevent his entailing Popery more eaftfy up- 
on us, bv his Marriage with a Pefijh Prhtcefs} for He 
had declared Himfelf a Papift with as much Affecta- 
tion, as if He expected to grow popular by it ; had 
already begun to approve his Zeal, and exercife his Ta- 
lent in Converfions by That of his firfi Wife ; and 
was notoriomly the Agent of Rome and of trance, in 
otder to (educe his Brother into ftronger Meafures than 
King Charles was willing to take. King Charles, to 

ufe 
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uje an Expreffion of the Lord Halifax of that Age, 
would trot ; but his Brother would gallop. 

When I refleft on the Particulars here mention'd, 
and a great many others, which might be mention'd 
to the Honour of this Parliament, I cannot hear it 
call'd the Pen/toner Parliament, as it were by Way of 
Eminence, without a Degree of honeft Indignation ; 
cfpecially in the Age, in which We live, and by fome 
of Thofe,^ who affect the moft to beftow upon it this 
ignominious Appellation. Penfiom indeed, to the A- 
mount v of Jeven, or eight thoufand Pounds, as I remem- 
ber, were difcover'd to have been given to fome Mem- 
bers of the Houfe of Commons. But then let it be re- 
member'd likewife, that this Expedient of corrupting 
Parliaments began under the Adminiftration of that 
bouterous, over-bearing, dangerous Minifter, Clif- 
ford. Ag long as there remain'd any Pretence to 
fey that the Court was in the Intereft of the People, 
the Expedient of Bribery was neither wanted, nor 
pradtifod. . When the Court was evidently in another 
Inter eft, theNeceffity and the Practice of bribing the 
Representatives of the. People commenced. Should a 
Parliament of Britain aft in Complyance with the 
Court, againft the Senfe and Intereft of the Nation, 
Mankind would be ready to pronounce very juftly that 
fuch a Parliament was under the corrupt Influence of 
the Court. But in the,Cafe now before us, We have a 
very comfortable Example of a Court wicked enough 
to (land in need of Corruption, and to employ it ; and 
of a Parliament virtuous enough to rciift the Force of 
this Expedient ; which Philip of Macedon boafted that 
He employ 'd to invade the Liberties, of other Countries % 
and which hath been fo often cmploy'd by Meh of 
lefs Genius, as well as Rank, to invade the Liberties 
of their own. All, that Corruption could do in this 
Parliament, was to maintain the Appearance of a 
Court-Party, whilll the Meafures of the Court united 
a Country Party, in Oppofition to Them. Neixher 
C3- Places, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



gft fll* C*A*T$HAK. ^384: 

P£tt*J» nor Penjhns, could Under Courtiers, in thit 
Parliament from, voting, on many iignal Occasions, 
againft the Court i nor protect either Tho/c^ who drew 
the JCag into ill MeawMs 1 nor Theft, who comply'd 
with Him iathern. Wzy +thi$ Perfoner Parliament, 
i£ it muft be fall call'd fe, gave one Proof of Inde- 
pendauy, bcfides That of contriving a left, in 1675, 
to purge their Members on Oath from aU Sujpidon of 
corrupt Influence i which ought to wipe off the Stain 
from the moft Corrupt. They drove ene of their Pay 
mafters out of Court, and impeach'd the Otter m the 
Fullnefs of his Power ; even it a Time, when the 
Xing was fb weak as to make, or fo unhappy as to be 
forced to make, on Account of Penfions privately ne- 
gotiated from Trance, t the Caufc of the Crown and the 
Ctufe of the Mnifter'onc, aijd to Mend their Interefb 
together. 

What I have laid to the Honour of the Ung Parlia- 
ment is juft 5 becauie in Fad the Proceedings of that 
Parliament were agreeable to the Representation I have 
given of Them. But now, if ibme Jevere Cenfar 
Jhould appear, and infill that the Dame was cbafte, 
only becauie She was not enough tempted ; that mere 
Penfions would have made more Penfioners ; that much 
Money and little Perogatwe is more dangerous to Liberty, 
than much Perogative and little Money ; and that the 
morft andtoeakeft Minifter King Charles ever had might 
have been abfolute in this very Parliament, whofe 
Character I defend, if flub a Minifter had been able to 
inlift, with Places, Penfions arid occafional Bribes, not 
a fender Majority, which the Defection of a Few 
might at any Time defeat, but fuch a bulky Majority* 
as might impofe on itielf ; if any one, I fay, fhould re- 
fine in this Manner, and continue to in lift that fitch a 
Minifter, with fuch a Pnr/e 9 would have flood hia 
Ground in the Parliament I fpeak of, with how much 
Contempt and Indignation foever, He might have 
been every where treated by the People ; I ihall not 

prefume 
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prefume to affert the contrary. It might have been 
fi>. Our Safety was owing as much, perhaps, to 
the Poverty of the Court, as to the Virtue of tbt 
Parliament. We might have loft our Liberties. But 
tfeea I would oWervc, before I conclude, datifThis 
be true* the Prefcrvarion of our RaUgian and Libat i ty 9 
at that Time, was owing to thefe two Circumfiances ; 
firft, that King Charles was not parfimoiiious, but 
iquander'd on. his Pleafures what He might have 
emplo y'd to corrupt this Parliament ; fecondly, that the 
Mnifters, in that Reign, fingering no Money but the 
Revenue, ordinary and extraordinary, had no Opportu- 
nity to filch in the Pockets of every private Man, and 
to oribe the Bubbles very often with their own Money * 
as might be done now, when Funding hath been 16 
long in Faihkm, and the great eft Minifter hath the 
Means of being the greateft Stockjobber ; did not the 
eminent Integrity of the Minifter, and the approved 
Virtue of the Age, fecure us from any fuch Danger. 

We have now brought the Deduction of Parties very 
near to the Mn of Whig and Tory, into which the 
Court found Means to divide the Natipn, and by this 
Divjfion to acquire in the Nation a Superiority, which 
bad been attempted kefieftuidlv, even by Corruption 
in the Parliament. B ut This I mufl referve for 

another Paper, and am, SIR, &e. 
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N Q 3S5. Saturday, November \y r 1733, 

To CALEB D'ANVERS, Mfo 

SIR, 

gH E R £ is a Paffage in 7*/£ fo ex- 
tremely applicable to the mifchievous, 
but tranfitory, Prevalence of thofe Prin- 
ciples of Government, which King 
James the ift imported into this Coun- 
try, that fince it occurs to my Memory, 
I cannot begin this Paper better than by quoting it to 
You, and making a fhort Commentary on it. * Opi- 
nionum Commenta delet Dies, Nature Judicia confir- 
mat. Groundlefs Opinions are defirofd, but rational 
Judgments, or the Judgments of Nature, are confirm d 
by Time. It is Ba/bus, who makes this Obfervation 
very properly, when He is about to prove the Exi- 
ftence of a fupreme Being. The fame Obfervation 
might have been employM as properly, on other Oc- 
calions, againft Balbus himfelf ; and the Truth of it 
might have been exemplify'd, by comparing the Para- 
doxes and fuperftitious Opinions of his own Seft, as 
well as the Tales of an Hippocentaur, or a Chimera, 
with the eternal Truths of genuine Theifm, and found 
Philofophy. In fhort, the Application of it might 
have been juftly made then, and may be fo now in 
numberlefs Inftances, taken from the moll important 
Subjects, on which the Thoughts of Men are exer- 
cifed, or in which their Interefts, as Men and Mem- 
bers of Society, are concerned. 

The 

* L. 2. de Nat. De$r. 
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The AuAority of a Se8, and much more of aSteftv 
is abk to infpire, and Habit to confirm the moft ab- 
Jurd Opinions. Paffion, or Intereft, can create ZeaL 
Bat nothing cm give Stability and durable Uniformity 
to Emr. Indolence, or Ignorance, may keep it float- 
ing, as it were, on the Surface of the Mind, and fbme- 
times hinder Truth from penetrating $ or Force may 
maintain it in Profeffion, when die Mind affents to it 
no longer. But Jueh Opinions, like human Bodies, 
tend to their Diflolution from their Birth. They will 
be fbon rejected in Theory, where Men can think, and 
in Pra&ice, where Men can aft with Freedom. They 
maintain thetnfelves no longer, than the fame Means of 
Sedu&ion, which firft introduced them, or the fame 
Circumftances, which firft impofed them, attend and 
continue to fupport them. Men are dragg'd into them, 
and held down in them, by Chains ofCircumftances. 
Break but thefe Chains, and the Mind returns with a 
Kind of jnteUcftual ElafHcity to its proper Objctt, 
Truth. This natural Motion is fo ftrong, that Exan> 
ptes might be cited of Men embracing Truth inPraffice, 
before They were convinced of it m Theory. There 
are Cafes, where Re*fin 9 freed' from Cbnftraint, or 
routed by Neceffity, afts in fbme Sort the Part of In- 
JhnS . We are impeird by one, before We have Time 
Dp form an Opinion. We are often determined by the 
other* agamft vox Opinion i That is, before We can be 
find properly to have changed it. But obierve here 
the Perverfcnefs of that rational Creature, Man. When 
This happens ; when the Judgment of Nature, for fb 
We may fpeak after Tully, ham prevaiFd againft the 
habitual Prejudice of Opinion* inftead of acknowledg- 
ing the vikorious Truth, which determined Him to 
aft, inflead of condemning the erroneous Opinion* a- 
gainft which He afted, He is too often apt to endea- 
vour, ptevifhly and pedantically, to reconcile his A/H+ 
m to Jus Error » nay, to perfift in renouncing true, 

and 
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and averting falfe Maxims, whilfr He reaps the Be- 
nefit, and maintains the Confequences of the former. 

You lee whither We are . brought by thefe general 
Reflections. The abfurd Opinions, (fift* et van<e 
our Roman Orator would have call'd them) about the 
Right, Power and Prerogative of Kings, were fo little 
able to take a dee^ Root, and to fland the Blafts of Op- 
pofition, that Few ofThofe, who drew their Swords on 
the Side of King Charles the ift, were determined to 
it by them. I aflert this Faft on cotemporary Autho- 
rity ; on the Authority even of Some, who were Them* 
felves engaged in that Caufe from the. Beginning to the 
End of our civil Wars. A more recent Tradition af- 
fures us, that when the fame Opinions revived at the 
Reftoration, they did not fink deep even then into the 
Minds of Men, but floated fo fbpcrficially there, that 
the Parliament (the very Parliament, who had autho- 
rized them and impofed them, as Iobferved in the 
laft Paper) proceeded a great Way, and was ready to 
have proceeded farther, in direct Oppofition to them- 
A Tradition flill more recent will inform us, and. That 
js to be the Subject of this Paper, that when thefc 
Ppinions revived again, at the latter End of the fame 
Reign, with an Appearance of greater Strength, and a 
more national Concurrence than ever, they revived 
but to be more effectually exploded than ever. King 
Charles made Ufe of them to check the Ferment raifed 
againft his Government ; but did not feem to expect 
that they fhould fubfift long in Force. His toifer Bro- 
ther depended much on them; but his Dependance 
was vain. They were, at that Time, wearing out a- 
pace ; and they wore out the railer by the extravagant 
Ufe, which was made of them. They were in the 
Alouths of many, but in the Hearts of few ; for al- 
moft all Thofe, who had them in their Mouths, adled 
againft them. Thus were thefe to i eked and ridiculous 
Principles of Government twice revived, and twice de- 

ftroy'd 
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ftroy'd again, in Ids than thirty Years from the Re- 
ftoratkn. 

Ter fi refurgat Murus abeneus, 
Ter pereatl 

-The fecond Revival of tbeje Principles, for enough 
hath been faid of the firft, happen'd foon after the Di£ 
folution of the long Parliament ; and there, I think t 
We muft place theBirth of Whig and Tory, though 
tbefe Parties did ndt grow up into full Maturity, nor 
receive their Names, till about two Years afterwards^ 
The Dilfolution of this Parliament was c"efu*ed by- 
Men of very ^different Complexions ; by Some, with 
factious Views ; by Others, on this honeft and true 
Maxim, thai a standing Parliament, or the, 
same Parliament long continued, changes 
ibe very Nature of our Conftitution in the fundamental^ 
Article, on which the Prefervation of our tobole Liberty 
depends. But whatever Motives others might have to 
defire this Dtjfolution, the Motives, which prevaiTd on 
the King, Were probably thefe. This Parliament not 
only grew more referved in their Grants of Money, and, 
ftiff and inflexible in otber Matters ; but feem'd to 
have loft that perfonal Regard, which They had hi- 
therto preferved for Him. They brought their Attack^ 
home to his Family ; nay, to Himfelf, in the Heats, 
which the' Difcovery and Profecution of the Popijb 
Plot occafionM. That on the £>ueen provoked Him. 
That on his Brother embarrafsU Him. But That, 
which provoked and embarrafs'd Him both, was the 
Profecution of the Earl of Danby in the Manner, in 
' which it was carry*d on. I will not defcend into the 
Particulars of an Affair, at this Time, fo well under-, 
flood, Tbif Minifter was turn'd out, and might have 
been punifh'd,- in another Manner, much more feverely I 
than I prefume any one, who knows the Anecdotes of 
that Age,* thitifcs that He deferved tp be. But the iff- , 
tention of this Attack, according to kapin 9 was to fliew . 
' ' ' that 
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that the King, as well as his Brother, was at the Head 
<ef a Con/piracy to dejhoy the Government, and the Pr$» 
tefiant Religion. This is a very bold Aflertion, and* " 
fuch « one at I do* not pretead to wamnt. Bat that 
much is certain ; that if the Earl of T>anbfs Impeach- 
ment had been try'd,. He mud have jjiftifyM- Him&lf 
6yflicwing,whar every one kflew to be true, that the 
fecret Negotiations with Trance, and particularly That 
%K Money, weir the Kings Negotiations, not his. 

Now, whether the King hoped, by diflblving the 
Parliament-, to flop this Profecution ; or to foften That 
of the Pofijb Plot ; or td defeat the Project of excludifig 
the Duke of York ; his Hopes were all difappointed. 
The Mowing Parliaments ti'od in the Step of This. 
Hfow, indeed, could They do otherwife in'thoie Days, 
When the Temper of the People determined the Cha- 
racter of the Parliament ; when an Influence* on Elefii- 
ens, by Prerogative; was long fince over, and private, 
ittcfirek Means of gaining another more illegal Influence, 
Were not yet found, or the neceflary Supports of fuch 
Means were not yet acquired ; when any Man, who 
had defired People, who knew neither his Fortune, his 
Chara&er, nor even his Period, to chufc Him their 
Representative to Parliament, ( That is, to appoint Him 
their TrufleeJ would have been Iook'd upon and treat- 
ed as a Madman ; in fhort, when a Parliament, afting 
againft the declared Senfi of the Nation, would have 
appeared as furprizing a Phenomenon in the moral 
World, as a retrograde Motion of the Sun, or any other 
figaal Deviation of Things from their ordinary Courie, 
in the natural World. 

There was indeed one Point, which this Parliament 
had taken extremely to Heart, and which was no longer ^ 
open to the Parliaments that followed; I mean die 
ConduS' of the King in foreign Affairs, during the 
War between Trance, and Holland and her Allies, 
which ended by the Treaty of Nimiguen. That War 
Was not made in remote Countries* It was made at 

<rar 
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our Door; The Motives' to it, on the Part of the Ag-. 
grejbr, were neither Injuries- received, nor Rights in- 
vaded ; butaiSjpirit of Conqueft, and barefaced Ufur- 
pttkm: The Intereft Wt had in it was not fuch as 
<lepended on a long Chain of Contingencies, and required 
much Subtlety to find out, but plain and immediate- 
The Security and, at oneTihie, the veryExiftence of 
xhtDuUfr Comntomoealtb depended on the Event of it* 
No Wbiider then, if the Conduct of the A%, wh** 
jorn'd openty, ymk'Frante at fM, and ferVed Her pri- 
vately to better Purpofe at laft, furnifrYd ample Matter 
to the publick Difcontent, and help'd to increafe the. 
ill Humours of fucceedidg Parliaments on two other] 
Points, which were . ftill open, and continued to draw, 
their whole Attention, as long as King Charles fuffer'i' 
any to lit, paring the red of* his Reign. 

Tbefe twtoPtintsvtcrt tHe Rrofecution of Perlbns, in- 
volved- in* the PopiJhPIot, and the Exclufion of the 
Duke *of Ybri. The jirfi of Thefe had prepared Man- 
kind for the fecond. The Truth . is, that if nothing,, 
which affe&ed the Duke, had been produced, befides 
Coleman's Letters, thele Proofs of his Endeavours to* 
fubvcrt the Religion and Liberty of the People He pre-* 
tended to govern, join'd to fo "many others of publick 
Notoriety, which fliew'd the whol$ Bent of his Soul' 
and the whole Scheme of ihis Policy, would have af- 
forded Reafon more than lufEcieht for facrificing the 
Intereft; . or even the Right, ( if You will call it fo ) 
of one: Man to the Prefervation of three- Kingdoms, I 
know how partial We are in the Judgment We make> ; 
concerhing-ourfelves, and our own Iriterefts. I know* 
that tHis Partiality is the. immediate Effect of Self-Love,. 
the ftrotrgeft- Spring in the human, nay in the Whole! 
animal Syftem ; and yet I cannot help being furprize^ 
that a Man*fhduld expeft to be trufted with a Crown, 
becanie fie is born a Printe, in a Country where He 
could not be trufted by Law, and ought not to be 
trailed in Realbn, with a -Con/table* s Staff] if He was 
Vol. XII. D born 
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born a private Rerfon. Let me add, that fiich an Ex- 
pectation muft be deem'd more unreifbnable in a De- 
fendant of Henry the 4th of France, if poffible. than 
in any other Man. The hereditary Title of the Houfc 
of Bourbon, on the Extinction of That of Valois, was, 
certainly as clear, and much better eflablinVd by the 
Laws and Ufages of France, than the hereditary Right 
of any Prince- of the Houfe of Stuart to the Crown of. 
England; and yet Henry the 4th, with all theperfonal 
Qualifications, which could recommend a Prince to- 
the Efleem and Love of his Subjects, would never have 
been received into the Throne by the French Nation, if 
He had not been of the Religion of that Nation. On 
y/hat Foundation then could it be expected that a Pro- 
teflant and a free People ihouild be lels animated by , 
Religion and Liberty both, than their Neighbours had t 
been by Religion alone ; for Liberty had nothing to do 
in that Cornell ? Our Fathers were thus animated at 
the Time I am fpeaking of. The long Parliament pro- 
jected the Exclufion; and if the Defign had beencar- 
ry'd on, in the Spirit' of a Country Party, it would 
probably have been carry 'd on with a national Concur- 
rence, and would consequently have fucceeded in Ef- 
fect, though not perhaps at once, nor in the very Form, 
at firft propofed. ,, 

The violent and fonguinary Profecution of the Po- 
pijb Plot was intended, no Doubt, to make the Succels 
of the Exclufion more fecure, by railing the Paffions of 
Men fo high, that no Expedient but an abfclute and 
immediate Exclufion, in the Terms of the Bill, ihould 
be thought mfiicient. I cannot help faying, on this 
Occaflon, that I wifh this laudable and juft Deiign 
had not been purfued, by wading through the filood 
of fo many Men ; Enemies to our Religion and Ld~. 
berty indeed ; but convicted, For the moft Part, on 
Evidence, which could hardly have paf&M at any other 
Time. I wi(h We had done nothing, which might 
he interpreted to the Difrepute of bur own Religion, 

wlutft 
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whilft We attempted to profcribe theirs. In fine, I 
wiih, for the Honour of my Country, that the Profe- 
cutions, on Account of this Plot, and much more on 
Account of another, which was let up as a Kind of 
Retaliation for This, and which caufed fome of the 
nobleil, as well as fome of the meaneft Blood in the 
Nation to be fpilt, could be erased out of the Records 
of Hiftory. But there is ftill a farther Reafon to wi/h 
that greater Temper had beenjoin'd, at this Time, to 
the fame Zeal for Religion and Liberty. Men were 
made to believe that the King, who had yielded on Jo 
many other Occafions, would yield on This ; that He, 
who had given up fo many Minifters, would give up 
his Brother at 'laft ; and" that if the Parliament would 
accept nothing lefs than the Exclufion, in their own 
Way, it would be extorted from Him. Now in This 
They were fatally deceived ; and I muft continue tp 
fufpeft, till I meet with better Reafons than I have yet 
found to the contrary, that They were fo deceived by 
the Intrigues of tzoo very oppofite Cabals * by the Duke 
<£Tbrk\ who were a verfe to all Exclufions, whether 
abfolute, or limited, but mod to the laft\ and by the 
Duke of -Monmouth's, who could not find then Ac- 
count in any but an abfolute Exclufien ; nor in This 
neither, unlefs the Bill pafs'd without any Mention of 
the Duke's Daughters, as next in Succeffion ; to which, 
as Bifhop Burnet tells us, the Prince of Orange was wil- 
ling to comply, on the Faith of Affurances He had 
received from hence ; a Faft, which the Bijbop might 
know, and We may therefore take on' his Word, as 
extraordinary as it ieemsr. I would only obferve that 
King William, then Prince of Orange, could have no 
Reafon for contenting that his Wife's Pretenfiom to the 
Crown fhould not be confirm'd by an Aft, which ex- 
cluded her Father, except one ; and That was the 
Neceffity, real, or apparent, of uniting different pri- 
vate Interefts in thepublick Meafure- of excluding' the 
Duke of Tori. Now, if This was his Reafon, the fame 
D 2 Reafon 
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Reafen proves, what fhall be farther eonfirm'd in the 
next Paper, that a Spirit of Faff ion Jin through the 
Proceedings of Thofe, who promoted the BUI ef£x- 
-alufien ; and when Faff ion was oppofcd .to. Faff ton, these 
is, no j Room to wonder, if That of the Court -prevail'd. 
tfhc&ifg, who had not ufed to fhew Firmnefs, on 
other Oecafionj, was firm on TZis ; and theCenfequenoe 
<af pufliing the Exclufion, in this Manner, was giving 
JHim an Opportunity of breaking the Country Party,; 
<af dividing the Nation into Whig and Tory ; of go- 
ffernjfig Himlelf, without Parliaments ; and leaving 
|he Throne open, to his Brother, not only without Li- 
mitations, or Conditions, but with . a more abiblute 
Power .cftafcuWd, than any. Prince <of his Family had 
enjoyVL 

As foon as the Court had got, by Management, a 
ftfenitblc iBretenoe of obje&ing a Spirit of Faff ion to 
Thofe in theOppefitien, the Strength of the Ofpefitim 
*vas broken, beeaufe the national Union was difTolved. 
A Country \Party maft be >author&ed hf .the f#ar* of 
4k*€o*nt{$' it«aiftiie formtd on Principles, of oa»- 
mvffbtfn^f- it <wm«t be 'united and *iaakitamid -cm 
4bt ^nrfticuhtr Jtoejudices, any mwe .than it ran, or 
a»Ught'to be, fUnflfcd to the particular Inteieffe of ja»jr 
SttafMwwbatfaaier. & Party thus ccanhatutcd, is 
improperly caU'd a Party. ,h is the Nation, fpealdng 
aim acting *n the Difcourfe And Coudu& of partieu/ar 
%fon. .It wiil prevail in all Straggles, {boner or later, 
*s Jong as oar Confiitnikn fubfiits ; and nothing is more 
jaafy to denaonfUate than This ; that whenever fiub a 
jP^r/y^ndsjt.dificuit .to prevail, our Conftitution k in 
(Danger ; and when They find it -bnpoffihk, our Can- 
fititfion mnft, in Fa&, be altered. On the other 
JHaod, whenever the Prejudices and Intetdfe of farti- 
miar Sets. of Men prevail, ithe Effcnce oii.Gmntry Por- 
to isannihUatod, and the very Appearance of it will 
&oilfa0Ja&. > Every Man will nsfert, m this Cafe, to 
stfaftt Sttftod, under which He hath bem marfluuTd 
- . in 
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in former Divilions ; to which his Inclinations kad 
Him j or which", though He does "not intirely approve,' 
yet He dilapproves the lcaft. 

Such a DiiTolution of a Countfy Party was brought 
about at the Period, to which We are now come in our 
Dedu&ion of Parties, by the Paflions, the publkk 
Pique, and private Intereft of particular Men, and by 
the wily Intrigues of the Court. The DiiTolution of 
this Party, and the new Divifion of the Nation into 
Whig and Tory, brought us into extreme Danger. This 
extreme Danger re-united the Nation again, and * 
Coalition of Parties laved the whole. Such an Expe- 
rience might have Ihew'd Them, that how oppolite fo- 
ever their Profeffiops were, yet They really differ'd 
more on negative than on pofitive Principle? ; that 
They faw one another in a falfe Light, for the moft 
Part, and fought with Phantoms, conjured up to main- 
tain their Divifions, rather than with real Beings. Ex- 
perience had not this happy Effaft loon. The Swell of 
the Sea continued long, after the Storm was over ; and 
We have feen theft Parties kick and cuff, like drunken 
Men, when 'They were both of the lame Side.— Let us 
hope that this Scene of tragical Folly is over, to the 
Difeppointmentof7£<?/fc, who are conlcious of faft Ini- 
quity, or who meditate future Mifchief , There are no 
t>thera, who wifh and endeavour to prolong it. 

a. 

/ am, SIR, &c. 
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ttt fam SetbjeB continued*, 

To CALEB B'ANVERS, Efy% 
% I R, 

OTHING is more ufeftd, nothing 
more neceffary, w th$ Cand«& of pub^ 
lick Affairs, fhan ? jull Difcernwent *f 
Spirit s. I mean hoc, not only ,that/w- 
turai, private Sagacity, which is convetv 
fant about Individuals, and enables font* 
M» to pry, as it were, into the Heads and Hearts of 
pthera> and to difcover within Them thofe latent Prin- 
ciples^ which conftitute their true Charters, and are 
often difeuifed in outward Action; but I mean, prin- 
cipally that acquired, public*, political Sagacity whick 
is of the fame Kind , though I think not altogether 
the fame Thing, as the former - 9 which flows from 
Nature- too, but requires more to be audited bf . Ex- 
perience, and form'd by Art. This is that fupsrior 
Talant of Minifters of State, which is (b rarely found 
in Thofe of other Countries, and* which abounds fo- 
happily at prefent in Thofe of Great Britain. It is 
by This, that They difcover the moft fecret Difpofi- 
tiofte of other Courts ; and, diiboverif|g thofe Difpofi- 
tions, prevent their Defigns, or nevtr fuffer Them- 
felves to be furpriifid by them. It is : by This, that 
They watch over the publick Tranquility at borne ; 
fore^e what Effect every gvept, that happens, and 
much more every Step They make Themfelves, will, 
have on the Sentiments and PafTions of Mankind. This 
Part of human Wifdom is therefore every where of 
«"• "' . Ufe* 
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Ufc ; but ii of indifpen&hle Ncceffity ia /he Cann- 
eries, where a greater Regard it to fe constantly had 
to the various Flu&uations of Parties ; to the Tea- 
per, Humour, Opinion and, Prejudices of tke People. 
Without fiieh a Regard as This, thofe Combinations 
of .pcsuJiar Cacvmhance^ which We oommonry cdl 
(ZenJMrflures, can aever be improved to tke heft AaV 
jrantagjs, by acting in Conformity, and in Proportion 
to them i and without improving fntb ConjamMnra to 
the be£ Advantage, it is inpoffible to atchieve any 
Undertaking; or even to conduct Afiaire rhccefsfulry, 
in their ordinary Courfe. 

A Want ofthtf juii Dijumnunt of Spirits, if I sum 
japtcpateemeJIy miflaken, defeated the Defies of Those, 
who pjpfecuted with fo much Vigour the Papijb Pht, 
and the Exehtfion *f the Duke $f Yark. Sevenl of 
Them were Men of very great Abilities* and yet We 
Jhall have no Reafin to be furprbsed that They faifd 
-in this Point, if We refle& how unfit even thegreateil 
Genius is \pdifiern the Spirit of others, when He hath 
trace overheated bis own. All Men are fallible ; but 
here lies the Difference. Some Men* inch at I have 
}u& mentioned, crofc r d by Difficulties, prefs'd by £ai- 

fenciev transported by their own Paffions, or by the 
anions of Thofe, who fight under their Banner, may 
now and then deviate into Error, and into Error of 
long and fatal Consequence. But there zxtjbme Men, 
fuch as I (hall not mention upon this Occafion, ( be- 
raufe I referve Them for another and a better ) who 
never deviate into the Road of good Senfe ; who, croft'd 
by no Difficulties, prefs'd by no Exigencies, meeting 
fcarce Qppoiition enough to excite their Jnduftry, and 
guiding a tame, welj-tutor*d Flock, that follow their 
Bell-weather obftinately, but never tread on his Heels ; 
there are Men, I fay, whole fpecial Privilege it is to 
proceed with all thefe Advantages, deliberately and 
fuperciliouffyv from Blunder to Blunder, from Year to 
Year, in one perpetual Maze of confufed, incoherent, 
.inconfiftent, unmeaning Schemes of Bufineis. 

But 
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Btit having nothiiig to do with the Men of this 
Char after at prefent, I return to Thofe of the former 
■Clafs ; to the Men, who led the Whig-Party, at its 
firft Appearance, in the Time of King Charles the 
lid. The Foundation, upon which They built all their 
Hopes of Succefs, was This ; that They mould frighten 
•and force the King into a Cdmplyance with Them ; 
but They did not enough confider that the Methods 
They took were equally proper to frighten and force a 
great Pait of the Nation from Them, by Reafbn of 
the particular Circumftances of that Time. They did 
not enough confider that when They began to put 
their Defigns in Execution, fcarce twenty Years had 
pa&'d from the Refioratien ; and that the higheft Prin- 
ciples, in Favour of the Church and the Monarchy, 
had prevailed almoft univerfelly, during one half of that 
Time, and very generally, during the other half 5 that 
They had the accidental Paffions of the People for 
Them, but the fettled Habits of Thinking againft Them ; 
that They were going off from a hroad to a narrow Bot- 
tom, from the Nation to a Part of the Nation ; an£ 
This at a Time, when They wanted a more than ordi- 
nary Concurrence of the whole Body. They did not 
-enough confider that They were changing the very 
Nature of their Party, and giving an Opportunity to 
the Court* which was then become, in the ftrift Seme 
of the Word, zFaclion, to grow up into a Party a- 
gain, and fuch a Party as would divide, at leaft, the 
People with Them, upon Principles, plaufible in thofe 
Days, and fufficient to raife a Spirit, capable to dis- 
appoint all their Endeavours. 

The £me Refentments and Prejudices, the fame 
Jealoufies and Fears, which burft out with Violence, 
upon many Occafions, a few Years before, layftill in 
the Hearts of Men ; latent and quiet, indeed, and 
wearing out by Degrees ; but yet eafy to be revived, 
and to be blown up anew. If We compare the Con- 
ducl of the long Parliament in 1674 and 1675 with 

th* 
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the Attempts, -which had been lately made, during 
the Adminiftrat ion of the* Cabal i with the Secret of 
jtefetond Dutch War, «nd Jinny other Defigns and 
? Pra£Uces of the C*ar/, which were then came lately 
mi -very authentically to Light; with the Seat* of 
£<6tUndy which was then fubdued binder a teai Ty- 
ranny i /and with That of Ire/ami, where, 'to fey no 
rmore, the AB tf Settlement was but ill ebferved ; if 
We make this Companion, it will not yet appear 
;thatthe Proceedings of the Haufe ofCommws were iro- 
\iBoderate, though they were warm, nor factious, tho* 
they were 'vigorous, nor that any Danger c&uld be 
then reasonably apprehended from them, except to the 
{Enemies of the Conftitution in Church and State; and 
.yet even then the old Refentments, Prejudices, Jea- 
■loufies 'and Fears began to revive ; and an Apprehea- 
rfiur of falling 'back under the Influence of Pnskytt- 
rian and Republican Principles began to ffaew itfelf tb 
4h£iHwfeufI#rdi, and iin.the Nation. - It is true that 
This had no immediate Confequence ; bacaufetthe >rV 
tffb Pkt rbtdke out ,foon -afterwattte .like a raghty 
Elaine, .in whrioh ttheTe hate .Bites, -thatiregsn^coiburh 
«aew, werciloft. TJwBjgreat Jonent a»de the XZbnrib 
mn&itifc2>iffentfrs continue to run into one, asThoy 
-had .began to do before ; and the fole Divifion'of Par- 
*ths -was That of the Gaunt and the 'Country, -as icwg 
ms this jBarliamertt tfefted . $ut ft ill it was evident - with 
Jiow\delicateanfc&nd ;evoiy Thing, tfiat *eldted i*> 
lWr former Difpateu required to be tourh'd. It *w& 
tevttkntfhat the leaft Aknri given to theCbur&j or to 
Thafe, who valued TJiemfelra on the Principles of 
loyalty then in Faftuon, would be ftdficient to open 
thole .Wounds, which were jrift dcinn-d over, and to 
unfejtBo new Parties y out of the AJhsssf the old, 

fbefe Parties were mot rf£fed,?w4iilft the ImgPan- 
£oment (ate ; becaufe a general Opinion prevailM, and 
wel l enough f a wmdad ^4l^^ woad « nt <fo^cV *t*mt 
however angny the King might fee *v«fch the P*H&>- 

* L yt&ntp 
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ment, or the Parliament with the King, a few popular 
Steps made on one Side, and a little Money granted 
on the other, would foften Matters between Them, 
and difpofe Them to forget all fortner Quarrels. As 
hot therefore as the Parliament grew, and as mucA as 
• feme People might think that They exceeded their" 
Bounds j yet ftill it was difficult to perfuade even thefe 
People that a Parliament, like This, would pufli 
Things to the laft Extremity ; deftroy the Conftitution 
-They had fettled and fupported with fo much Zeal ; 
or draw the Sword againft a Prince, to whom They 
-had borne fo much Affeclion. But in the Parliaments , 
which follow 'd, the Cafe was not the fame 5 and I 
will (late as fliortly as I can, upon Authorities, which 
.no Man likely to contradict Me muft refufe, what 
-made the Difference. Thefe Authorities fhall be Thatr 
•of Burnet, and That of Rnpin\ whom I quote, on this 
Occafion, for the fame Reafon as I would quote my 
Lord Clarendon againft King Charles the ift, or Lud- 
low for Him. 

t In the Year 1676, before We have Grounds raffir 
cient to affirm that the Defign of [ a ] excluding the 
Duke of York was form'd, but not before We have 
Reafon to fufpecl that it might be in the Thoughts 
offeveral, Thole, who flood foremoft in the Oppo- 
fition to the Court, were very induftrious to procure 
a Difiblution of the long Parliament ; fo induftrious, 
that They [ b ] negotiated the Afiair with the Duke, 
who had.c6ncurr*d in a Vote for an Addrefs to difTolvc 
it ; and. They undertook , [ c ] that a new Parliament 
' jbould be more incline able to grakt the Papifls a 'To- 
leration, than They would ever find This would prove. 
.The Papifts were in Earned for this Meafure ; fince 
Coleman drew a Declaration for juftifying it, and fince 
-their Defign in it was to divide the £ </] King and 

1 1 ■ ■■ " 11 1 1 
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bis People. It is fair to conclude that the Proteftants, 
who had been in it at the Time J mention, upon 
Party View, were at leaft as much fa, when their 
Views rofe higher. This Parliament had pufh'd a 
ftrift and thorough Examination into the Popijb Plot, 
with great Sincerity and. Zeal. Nay, the Project of 
tkc.ExcluJton had been darted, though not profecu- 
ted, in. the laft Seffion. May We not take it for grant-, 
ed however that They* who were now refolved to 
carry the Exclufion in the Manner, in which They ' 
foon attempted to carry it, and who fbrdaw by Con- 
fequence the Difficulties, that would be oppofed to 
Them, and the ftrong Meafures They fhould be obli- 
ged to purfue, in order to overcome thefe Difficul- 
ties; I fay, might not They think this Parliament 
much lefe proper than any other to engage and perfift 
infuch Meafures? They thought thus, without doubt; 
and fo far They judged better that the King, who 
came into the Diffblution, upon very different Motives. 
But as to the Confequence of engaging a new Parlia- 
ment in fuch ftrong Meafu/es, the Event ihew'd that 
the King judged better than They, in the Progrefs of 
this Affair. 

ThtDiffenters, who had been long perfecuted by 
the Parliament^ and banter'd and abufed by the Court, 
were encouraged by tlie Conjuncture to lift up their 
Heads. They took Advantage of the Honour and In- 
dignation, which the Difcovery of the Popijh Plot, 
and the Ufe made of this Difcovery, had raifed all » 
over the Kingdom. They could not be more zealous, 
in this Caufe than the Members of the efiabhjbd: 
Church had feewn Themfelves to be ; but They cry'd, 
perhaps, louder for it. In fhort, whatever their Ma- 
nagement wa*, or however They were abetted, certain 
it is that They were very aftive, and vay fuccefsful 
too, in the Elections of the Parliament, which fol- 
J©w'd the long Parliament, according to Rapin, who 
aflerts that many of the Members, chofen.into this. 

Houfe 

/ 
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Bottfc oft Commons* wen Presbyterians. He might' 
haveiiaid: as; much, upon jufl as good Groundsy of 'the 
/«?* Parliaments, which* fottow'd This* and I fhalb 
{peak of-thcm indifcriminately* The Leaders, who 
nwftttr'd all their Forces, in-order to pufh the- Bill of 
Recchkftem^ lookfd on- this Turn in the Ele&kns as an 
Advantage. to Thorn.; and it might not have been a> 
Diiad vantage,, if Ihey and the Difinters had impro- 
ved it with more Moderation. But They Were fe- far- 
from doimjifos aa Rapin himfeif feems to own a lifcric 
unwillingly, tbat\C<implaif once for the Presbyterians «wr- 
carried perhaps:, too far, iuntbe*Bill for the Comprehend 
fion efProtafiant Difenfier*. Btthop B#r*<tf (peaks more 
plainly. He owns? tkafc many began to*declare openly in. 
Favour, of the Non-Conformilb; thai upon. 1Us the- 
Non-Gonformiftt behaved Tbemjelves very indecentfy; 
that. fbey feU feverely cn-tbe Body<oftbe Clergy ; and- 
7hey made the Bf/bops anddergy apprehend that a Re- 
bellion, and with it the putting /i* Church to Pieces i 
was defign % d. Several, other Parages of the lame- 
Strength, and to the femcFftrpofey might be collected* 
fiomtbis Hifioriam and He, who reads, them, will 
not be furprized, I think, to find that fuch Proceed- : 
ings as Thefe, both in Parliament and out of. it, gave 
an Alarm to the Clergy^ andfet Tbem to make Paral- 
lels between the late and the prefent Time* ; and to in-, 
fufe the Pears and the Paflibns, which agitated < I%em t 
into the Nation* TYizBifhop accufes Them, indeed ^ 
of doing This with much Indecency, But They, who 
are fwghtcn?d-out of their Wits> will be apt to be- inde- 
cent; and Indecency begets Indecency. 

At the fame Time, that theie Jealoufiefrof a Befigir 
to deflroy the Church prevail'd, others prevail'd like-' 
wife of a Defignto aker \h&Gwernmentoftbe Sfate i 
of a. Defign not only agahtffr the Succcflbr,- but againfr 
the Ptffeffor of the Crown* Many well-meaning Men, 
fays Bifhop Burnet upon one Occafion, began to dijlikt 
theje Practices, and to apprehend that 4 Change -of- Go- 
vernment 
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ycrnment was dejigtfd. The King came to think 

Himfelf, fays the fame Author upon another Occaiion, 
levelPd at chiefly, though for Decency 9 s Sake his Brother 
was only named, Rafrin goes farther i for, fpeaking of 
the fame Times, He ufes this remarkable Expreffidn i 
that Things feem'd to be taking the fame Courfe as in 
the Year 1640 ; and that there was Re a/on to think 
that the oppofing Party had no better Intentions to- 
wards the King now than* the Enemies of King Charles 
the ift had towards Him. But whatever feme parti- 
cular Men, who knew Themfelves irreconcileable with 
the King, as well as the Duke, or fbme Others, who 
had itill about Them a Tang of religious Enthufiafin 
and Republican Whimfies, might intend ; I am far 
from thinking that the Party, who promoted the Ex- 
clufion, meant to deftroy, on the contrary it is plain 
that They meant to preferve, by that very Meafure, 
the Confiitution in Church and State. The Reafon 
why I quote thefe PaJTages, and refer to others of the 
feme Kind, is not to (hew what was really defign'd, 
but what was apprehended ; for as the Diftin&ion of 
Whig and Tory fubfifled long after the real Differences 
were extinguifh'd, fo were thefe Parties at firft divi- 
ded, not fo much by Overt ads committed, as by the 
Apprehenfions, which each of Them entertain'd of the 
Intentions of the Other. When the Reiblution was once 
taken of rejecting all Limitations, on the Belief art- 
fully and, I think, knavifhly propagated, that the 
King would yield, if the Parliament perfifted ; the ne- 
ceflary Conicquences of the King's adhering inflexi- 
bly to his Brother, were Thole, which followM ; 
thole Fulmina Parliament aria, harm Votes, angry Pro- 
ceedings, Addrefles that were in Truth Remonftran- 
ces, Projects of AfTociations, Pretenfions to a Power 
of dispensing with the Execution of Laws ; that very 
Prerogative They had fo jullly refufed to the Crcwn, 
and many others, which 1 omit. £11 thefe would have 
been Blafts of Wind, brut a Fulmina, no more, if the 
Vol. XII. E King 
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King had yielded; and that they were puih'd in this 
Confidence by the Bulk of the Party, who puih'd 
them, cannot be doubted ; fince it cannot be doubted 
that the Bulk of the Party depended on the King's 
yielding almoft, perhaps, even to the laft. Some few 
might be willing, say defirous, that He mould not 
yield, and hope to bring Things into a State of Con- 
ration ; which none but Madmen, or Thofe, whom 
their Crimes or their Fortunes render, defperate, can 
ever wilh to fee. But it would be hard indeed, if 
Parties were to be characterized, not by their com- 
mon View, or the general Tenour of their Conduct, 
but by the private Views imputed to feme amongft 
Them, or by the particular Sallies, into which Mi£ 
take, Surprize, or Paflion, hath fometimes betray Vi 
the beft-intention'd, and even the beft conducted Bodies 
of Men. Whig and Tory were now form*d into Par- 
ties ; but I think They were not now, nor at any other 
Time, what They believed one another, nor what 
They have been reprefented by their Enemies, nay 
by their Friends. The Whigs were not Roundheads, 
though the Meafures They purfued, being llronger 
than the Temper of the Nation would then bear, 
gave Occafion to the Sufpicions I have mention'd. 
The Tories were not Cavaliers* though They took 
the Alarm fo fudden and (o warm for the Church and 
the King ; and though They carried the Principles in 
Favour of the King, at learf, whilft the Heat of their 
Cornells with the oppofite Party lafted, higher than 
they had been ever carried before. The Whigs were 
not Dijfenters, nor Republicans, though They favour'd 
the former, and though lbme inconsiderable Remains 
of the latter might find Shelter in their Party. The 
Tories had no Difpofition to become Slaves, or Papi/ls, 
though They abetted the Exercife of an exorbitant 
Power by the Crown, and though They fupported 
the Pretentions of a Popijb Succejfor to it. — Thus I 
think about the Parties, which arofe in the Reign of 

Charles 
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Charles the 2d ; and as I deliver my Thoughts with 
Franknefs, I hope they will be received with Candour. 
Some farther and ftronger Reafons for receiving them 
fo may, perhaps, appear in a fubfcquent Paper. 
O I am, SIR, fcfr. 
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The fame Subjeft continued. 

To CALEB D'ANVERS, Efo 

SIR, 

I F King Charles the id could have 
been prevailed upon to lacrifice the chi- 
merical divine Right of his Brother to 
the real Intereft, and Right too, of 
his People ; that happy Event would 
have made Him ample Amends in fu- 
ture Eafe and Quiet, and the Nation in future Secu- 
rity, for all precedent Diforders, Dangers, and Fears 
of Danger. But inftead of This, He was every Day 
confirm'd in the Refolution of not giving up, direclly 
and in Terms, that Right in his Brother, which He 
thought reflected Strength on his own. The very 
Mealiires, taken to force Him to fiibmit, enabled Him 
to refill. The oppofite Spirit fpent itfelf in Blood and 
Violence. The Spirit for Him rofe viiibly in the 
Nation ; and He faw very foon the Time approach, 
when He might venture to appeal to his People againft 
his Parliament. This Time was come, when Men 
were once convinced that a Country Party prevail'd 
no longer, but that Faftion had taken its Place. Many 
Appearances, which I have not Room to enumerates 
ferved to propagate this Opinion ; particularly the Be- 
haviour and almoit avow-'d Pretentions of the Duke 
of Monmouth ; which were carried on, even in Defy-, 
E 2 ance 
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ance of the fblemn Declaration made by the King, 
that He had never married the DukeV Mother. 

Some of the worthieft and warmeft Men, who were 
engaged for the Exclufion, complained Themielves, even 
from the firft, of the private Interefts and factious In- 
trigues, ' which prevaiTd amongft Them. / muft con* 
fefs ( fays a very eonfiderable Man, who laid down his 
Life for this Caufe afterwards, and whofe original 
Letter is ftill extant) I muft confefs, I do not know 
three Men of a Mind; and that a Spirit of Giddinefs 
reigns amongft Us, far beyond any I have ever obfer- 
ved in my Life ; and yet He had lived and acled in as 
factious a Time, as this Nation ever faw. He pro- 
ceeds; Some look who is fitteft to . fueceed. — They are 
for the moft Part divided between the Prince of O- 
range, and the Duke of Monmouth. The firft hath 
plainly the moft plauftble Title. — / need not tell You 
the Reafons againft Monmouth. Theftrongejl for Him 
are, that whoever is oppofed to York will have a good 
Party*, and all Scotland, which is every Day like to 
be in Arms, doth certainly favour Him, and may proba- 
bly be of as much Importance in the Troubles, that an 
now likely to fall upon us, as They were in the Begin- 
ning of the loft. Others are only upon Negatives, &c. 

I could eaftly multiply Proofs of this Kind ; but I 
think I need not take any Pains to fhew that there 
wasfuch a Faclion formVl at this Time ; nor to re- 
fute Welwood, who aflerts that the Duke of Monmouth 
was not ambitious to the Degree of afpiring to the Crown, 
till after his Landing in the Weft. 1 will only re- 
mark that the Efforts of this Faclion amongft Thofe, 
who drove on the Bill of Exclufion, furnifh'd ano- 
ther Motive to the Divifion and Animofity of Par- 
ties. The Tories, who had divided from the Others, 
on Jealoufies of Ddigns to change the Conftitution in 
Church and State, began now to apprehend that the 
oppofite Party might fucceed in another View, and fet 
up a King of their' own Nomination. A Notion then 

entertain'd 
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entertain'd by many, that the worfe Title a Man had, 
the better King He was likely to make A did not perfuadc 
Them. They had fufier'd under the Tyranny of a 
Party ; many of Them had been Themfelves the Abet- 
tors of a Party-Adminiftration ; and They fear'd with 
Reafon a Party-King, Thus perfonal Interefts were 
mingled on both Sides with publick Confiderations ; 
and the Duke of York gain'd a great Number of Adhe- 
rents, not by Affection to Him, but by an Averiion to 
Monmouth ; which increafed among the Tories, in Pro- 
portion as the Duke's Popularity increafed among the 
Whigs ; not by any favourable Difpo/ition in the To* 
ries to Popery and arbitrary Powers but by a Dread, as 
I have obfejved already, of returning in the lead De- 
gree under the Influence of thofe Principles and - the 
Power of tbofe Men, whofe Yoke had gall'd the Necka 
of many, that were ftill alive and active on the Stage 
of publick Afiairs. Men grew jealous of the De/ign, 
(feysBifhop Burnet, fpeaking of Monmouth's Popularity) 
and fancy d here was a new civil War to be raifed. 
Upon This, They joined with the Duke's Party ; meaning 
the Duke of fork's. 

I lay nothing of the Apprehenfions entertained on one 
Side, and the Expectations entertain <1 on the other, 
from Scotland ; becaufe though there was, even in the 
Beginning of thefe Struggles, a Concert between Tho!e, 
who were opprefs'd by the Court there, and Thofe, 
who oppoled it here, which grew afterwards into a 
clofer Correfpondence, and became riper for Action ; 
yet the (editious Spirit, that gave Occafton to thele Ap- 
prehenfions and Expectations, was rouzed and exafpe- 
.rated by the Inhumanity of the Duke of Lauderdale ; 
who, though a Presbyterian himfelf, was the Butcher 
of that Party ; pulh'd the warmeft of Them into in- 
juftifiable Excefles ; revived their filly Zeal for the C$- " 
venant ; and wrought up their Enthuliafm even to AJJaf- 
jinathn and Rebellion. Let nle only obfervc, that 
This was plainly the Fault of the Court, and could, not. 
E 3 therefore 
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therefore be imputed to the Whigs % whatever Ufe fbme 
of that Tarty might propofe to make of fuch a Difpoii- 
tion. The Violence of the Conventiclers was founded 
high, in order to palliate the Severities exerciled in the 
Government of that Kingdom. But the reafonable Men 
of all Parties thought then, as They think nqiw, and 
always will think, that it is the Duty of Thofe, who 
govern, to difcern the Spirit of the People ; to confi- 
der even their PaJJions ; to have a Regard to their 
Weakneffes ; and to Ihew Indulgence to their Preju- 
dices} and that Minifters, who punifh what They might 
prevent, are more culpable than They, who offend. 

As the two Parties were form'd, fo was their Dwijton 
maintained By mutual Jealoufies and Fears ; which are 
often fufficient to nourifh themfelves, when they have 
once taken Root in the Mind ; and which were, at 
this Time, water'd and cultivated with all the factious 
Induftry poflible. The moil improbable Reports, the 
moft idle Surmifes, carry 'd about in.Whifpers, 'were 
Sufficient (as I might eaiily (hew in various Innances) 
to raife a panick Terror in one Party, or the other. In 
both, there were but too many Perfons on the Watch, 
to improve and to propagate thefe Terrors, and by a fre- 
quent Repetition of fuch Impreffions to raife the Alarm 
and the Hatred of Parties to the higheft Pitch. He, 
who went about «to allay this extreme Ferment, was 
call'd a Trimmer i and He, who was in Truth a com- 
mon Friend, was Aire of being treated , like a common 
Enemy. Some, who voted for the Bill ofExtlufion, 
were very far from being heartily for it\ but I have 
feen good Rea Cons' to believe, and fuch there are even 
in our publick Relations, that fome of TTiofe, who voted 
again fi it, and declared for Limitations, concurr'd in 
the End, though They differed in the Means, with 
Thofe, who promoted the Bill. And yet fuch Men 
were conftantly mark'd out as Favourers of Popery and 
Enemies to their Country. Thus in the .other Party , 
Men, who had no other View but That of fccuring 

their 
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their Religion and Liberty, and who meant nothing 
more than to force the Court into fuch Compliances, as 
rhey judged neceflary to eftabliih this Security, were 
ftigmatized with the opprobrious Names ofFanatick 
and Republican. Thus it happen'd in thofe Days; 
and thus it happens in ours ; when any Man, who de- 
clares againft a certain Perfin, againft whom the Voice 
of the Nation -hath already declared, or complains of 
ttmgs, which are fb notorious, that no Man in the 
Nation can deny them, is fure to be followed by the 
Cry of Jacebitifm, or Repuhlicanifm. But there is a 
great Difference, God be praifed, between the tto* 
Cafes. The prefent Cry, being void of Pretence, is 
therefore without Effefi. It is heard in few Places, 
and believed only in me. — But to return ; 

When the Nation was divided in this Manner, the 
Heat of the Parties increafed as their Conteft laded, 
according ttr the ufual Courfe of Things. New En- 
gagements were daily taken ; new Provocations and 
Offences were daily given. Publick Difputes begot 
private Pique ; and F ivatc P^ue fupported publick 
Difputes with greater Rancour and Obftmacy. . The 
oppofite Principles, advanced by the two Parties, were 
carry "d higher and higher, as They grew more in* 
flamed ; and the Meafures They purfued, in order to 
get the better each of his Jdverfary, withour overmuch 
Regard to any other Confequence, became ftronger and 
ftronger, and perhaps equally dangerous. The Meet- 
ing of the Parliament at Oxford had a Kind of hoftile 
Appearance ; and as foon as Parliaments were laid afide, 
which happen'd on the fudden and indecent Difiblu- 
tion of This, the Appearance grew worfe. . No Secu- 
rity having been obtained, by Parliamentary Methods > : 
againft the Danger of a Popijb SucceJJor ; it is probable 
that They, who look'd on thefe Dangers as neareft and 
greateit, began to caft about how They might fecure 
Themfelves and their Country againft them, by Me* 
tbods of another Kipd, fuch as«extreme Neceffity, and 

nothing 
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nothing but eitreme Neccflity can authorize. Such 
Methods were happily purfued and attended with glo- 
rious Succefe, a few Years afterwards, when this S$u- 
ceffion had taken Place ; and, by taking Place, had ju- 
ftify'd all, that had been laid againft it, or foreboded of 
it ; when the Nation was ripe for Refiftance, and the . 
Prince of Orange ready and able, from a Multitude of 
fortunate, concurring Circumftances, to fupport (6 great 
an Entcrprizc. But the Attempts, which were wife at 
§ne Time, would have been dcfperate at the other ; and 
the Meafiires, which produced * Revolution, in the Reign 
of King James, would have produced, in the .Reign 
of King Charles, a civil War of uncertain Event at 
beft ; I fay of uncertain Event at beft ; becaufe it feems 
to Me that whoever revolves in his Thoughts the State 
of England and Scotland, as well as the Situation of our 
Neighbours on the Continent, at that Time, muft be of 
Opinion tKat if the Quarrel about the Exclufim had 
broke out into a War, the heft Caufe would have been 
the worft fttpported. • The King, jnore united than ever 
with his Brother, would have prevailed. What was 
projected in 1670, and perhaps more than was then 
intended, would have been efie&ed; and the Religion 
and Liberty of Great Britain would have been deftroy'd 
by Confequence. We cannot fay, and it would be Pre- 
emption td pretend to guefs, how far the Heads of 
Party had gone, in Scotland, or in England, into Mea- 
fures for employing Force. Perhaps, little more had 
pafs'd, in which They, who became the principal Sacri- 
fices, were any Way concern'd, than raih Difcourfe 
about dangerous, but rude, indigefted Schemes ; darted 
by Men of wild Imaginations, or defperatc Fortunes ; 
and rather hearken* d to than afferited to ; nay, poflibly, 
defpifed and neglected by Them. But the Court, who 
wanted a Plot to confirm and increafe their Party* and 
to turn the popular Tide in their Favour took the 
firft Opportunity of having one ; which was foon fur- 
nifh'd to Them by~the imprudent but honeft Zeal of 

Some, 
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Some, and by the Villany, as well as MadneJs of Others ; 
and They profecuted it fo feverely, with the Help of 
* forward Sheriffs, willing J uriej, bold Witneffes, and 
mercenary Judges, that it anfwer'd all their Ends. The 
Defign of aflaflinating the King and the Duke was cer- 
tainly confined to a few defperate Villains ; but f too 
many bad beard it from Them, who were both fo foolijb 
and fo wicked, at not to difcover Them ; and This re- 
flected great Prejudice, though I doubt not in many 
Cafes very unjuftly, againft all Thofe, who had ailed 
upon better Principles, but yet were involved in thefe 
Profccutions. 

As this Event difarm'd, difpirited and broke one 
Party ; fo it ftrengthen'd, animated and united the 
ether. The Tories, who look'd on the Dangers They 
apprehended from the Whigs to be greater and nearer 
than Thofe, which They had apprehended, as well as 
the Whigs, before this new Divinon of Parties, from a 
Popijb Succeffion, were now confirm'd in their Preju-. 
dices. Under this Perfuafion, They run headlong into 
all the Meafures, which were taken for enlarging the 
King's Authority, and fecuring the Crown to the Duke 
of York. The Rrinciples of divine, hereditary Right, 
of PaJJive Obedience and Non-Refiftance were revived 
and propagated with greater Zeal than ever. Not only 
the wild Whimfies ofEnthufia/fs, of Schoolmen and Pbi r 
hfophers, but the plaineft Dictates of Reajon were fo- 
lemnly condemn'd, in Favour of them, by learned and 
reverend Bodies of Men ; who little thought that in live 
Years Time, That is in 1688, They mould aft confor- 
mably to lome of the very Proportions, which at this 
Time They declared falfe, feditious and impious. 

In fhort, the Guelpbs, and Gibellines were not more 
animated againft each other, at any Time, than the 
Tories and Whigs at This ; and in fuch a national Tem- 
per, confiderable Steps were made, as they well might 
' be, 

• Burnet. f Id. 
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be, towards the Deftruftion of our Conftitution. One 
of thofe, which Rapin enumerates and infills upon very 
gravely, can fcarce be mention'd without fmiling. The 
King, fays He, in order to make bis People feel the 
Slavery He bad nearly imfofed on Them, affecled to 
review bis Troops ; and tbefe Proofs amounted, by 
tbe Return of tbe Garrifon ^Tangier, to 4000 Afar, 
effective, and well-arm'd. The Whigs, indeed, in thofe 
Days, were fo averfe to standing Armies, that 
They thought even thofe Troops, commonly call'd 
Guards, unlawful ; and Bifhop Burnet argues, in his 
Reflexions on my Lord RuJfePs TryaJ, that a Dejign* 
to feize on Them amounted to no more than a Dejtgn to 
feize on a Part of tbe Kings Army. But it is poflible 
that the Tories, who had fhew'd their Diflike offland- 
ing Armies fufficiently in the long Parliament, might 
think it however no unreasonable Thing, when Defigns 
of InfurrecJions and even of AJfaJJinations had come fo 
lately to Light, that a Nnmber of regular Troops, fuffi- 
cient to defend the Per/on of the King,^ but not Sufficient 
to opprefs the Liberties of tbe People, and five times left 
than We have fincefeen kept up, in the midft of the 
moil fecure Tranquility, fhould be wink'd at, till tbefe 
Diftempers were intirely over. 

Another Step, whicn the fame Author mentions, was 
indeed of the greateft Confequence, and laid thewAxe 
to the Root of all our Liberties at once, by giving the 
Crown fucb an Influence over tbe Eleclions of Mem- 
bers to ferve in Parliament, as could not fail to deftroy 
that Independency, by which alone the Freedom of our 
Government hath been, and can be fupported. I mean 
the Proceedings by <j>uo Warranto, and the dthcr Me- 
thods taken to force, or perfuade the Corporations to 
furrender their old Charters, and accept new ones, un- 
der fuch Limitations and Conditions, as the King 
thought fit to innovate. Tbefe Proceedings were vio- 
lent ; the Judgments upon them arbitrary ; and the 
other Methods employM fcandalous. But Hill- it was 

the 
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the End, it was the Confequence, that alarm'd and ter- 
rify'd all Thofe, who had not fold Themfelvcs to the 
Court ; or who had not loft, in their Zeal for Party, all 
Regard to their Country, much more than the Means, 
that were employ'd upon this Occafion. If, inftead of 
garbling Corporations by Prerogative, the Court could 
have purchafed their Elections by Money, We may rea- 
fonably believe that the furer and more fiknt Way 
would have been taken. But would the Alarm have 
been lefs among all the Friends of Liberty ? Certainly 
not. They would .have feen that the End was the 
feme, and have dhliked tbefe Means the more, for be- 
ing lefs liable to Obfervation and Clamour. A Prince, 
aflerting an illegal and dangerous Prerogative, and ap- 
plauded for doing fo, and feconded in the Attempt by 
a numerous Party in the Nation, carry'd no doubt a 
very terrible Afpefl. But ftill there was Room to hope, 
the violent Character of the Duke of^ri confider'd, 
(and that Hope was actually entertain'd by many) that 
the Party, who abetted thefe Ufurpations of the Prero- 
gative, might be foon-frighten'd back again from a 
Court to a Country Inter eft ; in which Cafe, there was 
Room to hope likewife, the milder Character and bet- 
ter Understanding of the King confider'd, that the Evil 
might be in fome Degree redrefs'd, and the Confequen- 
ees of it prevented. It was reafonable for the Friends 
of Liberty to expeft that Men, who were injured, 
would complain and feek Relief, on the firft favourable 
Opportunity. But if They had been* corrupted, and 
the Practice of felling Eleelions had been once efta- 
bliih'd, I imagine that the Friends of Liberty would 
have thought' the Cafe more defperate It is cer- 
tainly an eafier Task, and tjiere is fome what lefs pro- 
voking, as well as lefs dangerous in it, to druggie even 
with a great Prince, who Hands on Prerogative, than 
with a weak, but profligate Minifter, if He hath the 
Means of Corruption in his Power, and if the Luxury 
and Proftitutionof the Age have enabled Him to bring 
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it into Fajbion. Nothing furely could provoke Men, 
who had the Spirit of Liberty in their Souls, more than 
to figure to Themfelves one of tbefe faucy Creatures of 
Fortune, whom She raifes in the Extravagance of her 
Caprice, difpatching his EmuTaries, ccclefiaflical and 
fecular, like fo many evil Daemons, to the Northland to 
the South, to buy the Votes of the People with the 
Money of the People » and to chufe a reprefentative 
Body, not of the People, but of the Enemy of the People, 
tfHimfetf. 

This was not the Cafe at the Time We are fpeaking of. 
It was Prerogative, not Money, which had like to have 
defboy'd our Liberties then. Government was not 
then carry'd on by Undertakers, to whom fo much 
Power was farm'd out for Returns of fo much Money, 
and fo much Money intruded for Returns of fo much 
Power. But though the Cafe was not fodefperate; 
yet was it bad enough in all Conscience ; and among all 
the Exceifes, into which the Tories ran, in Favour of 
the Crown, and in Hopes of fixing Dominion in their 
men Party, their Zeal to fupport the Methods of gar- 
bling Corporations was, in my Opinion, That, which 
threaten'd pubBek Liberty the molt. It hath been re- 
proached .to Them by many; but if among Tbofe, who 
reproach'd Them, there fhould be Some, who have 
fhared fince that Time in the more dangerous Practice 
of corrupting Corporations ; fueb Men muft have Fronts 
ofBrafs, and deferve all the Indignation/ which is due 
to Iniquity, aggravated by Impudence. The Others 
abetted, r in Favour of a Prerogative, fuppofed real by 
many in thole Days, and ' under the Pretence at leaft 
of Law, a Power, which gave the Crown too much In- 
fluence in the EleQions of Members of the Houje of Com- ~ 
mons ; but tbefe Men," if there are any fuch, luve been 
concern'd in a Practice, for the Sake of their own vile 
Intereft, which fpreads like a Gangreen over the whole 
Body of a Nation; and to every Branch of Govern- 
ment ; and which hath never faiTd > in any one In- 
stance, 
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fiance, where it hath been fufler'd to become the Bane 
of Liberty. 

We ha ve no w carry M the two Parties through tha* 
Period of Time, when the Conduct of both was moft 
liable to the Objtakns made to Them by theb^lwC 
jaries. — The ftrw acled on the moft abject Prim- 
tipks *f Submiffimi* the King \ aad,on72*£ tf here- 
ditary Right, were zealous for the Succeffion of a Prince % 
whofe Bigotry rendered him unfit to rule a P rot eft ant 
and a free People.— — The ^%j xnaintain'd the 
P*«w ^ Parliament to limit the Succeffim to the Crown 9 
and avow'd the Principles of Refiftance ; in which 
They had Law, Example and Reafon for Them. Bet 
then the Fury otFaftion was for doing That tmthomt 
Parliament, which could only be legally dace by it ; 
and, in order to This, the Principles of Refinance were 
extended too far; and the hottetf of tht Party taking 
the Lead, They a&ed in an extravagant Spirit of Li- 
eence, rather than a fober Spirit of Liberty ; and the 
Madnefs of a Few, litue inferior to That oiCromwelPs 
J&nthufiafis, difhonour'd the whole Caufe for a Time. 
My Intention was not to have kft Them here ; but to 
have carry'd thefe Obfervations on fo far as to juftify, 
notwithstanding thefe Appearances, what is &id at the 
Conclufion of my laft Letter, concerning the true Cha- 
racters of both Parties. But either the Abundance of 
Matter hath deceived Me, or I have wanted Skill and 
Time to abridge it ; fo that I muft defer this Part of 
my Task, and crave your Indulgence, as well as That 
of your Readers, for my Prolixity. 

/ am, SIR, Sec, 
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To Caleb 
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D'Anvbrs, Efa; 



J Advanced in the firft of thefe EiEiys 
2 fomething to this Effect; that every 
b4 clumfy, bufy, bungling Child if Fortune, 
5 on whom She bellows the Means and 
2 the Opportunity of corrupting, may go- 
vern by this infamous Expedient ; and 
having gratified his Ambition and Avarice, may have 
a Chance to fecure Him felf from Punifhment, by de- 
fraying the Liberties of bis Country. It was advanced 
like wife in the fame Paper, that every Character is 
not equally fit to govern a People, by dividing Them ; 
becaufe fome Cunning, fome Experience, nay, fome 
Skill to form, and fome Addrefs to conduct a Syftem of 
Fraud, are neceffary in this Cafe. I perfuade myfelf, 
that no Man, who J read that Paper, was at a Lofsto 
find an Inftance to confirm the Truth of the firft of 
thefe Propofttiom ; and We have now before us* another, 
which may ferve to confirm the Truth of the fecond. 

Though I do not think the Defigns of King Charles 
the 2d. either deeply laid, or deeply fix'd in his own 
Mind; yet in general they were founded on bad 
Principles, and directed to bad Ends, He delired in- 
deed to be eafy, and to make his People fo ; but then 
He defired both Thefe on fuch Conditions, as w T ere 
inconfiftent with good Government, during the whole 
Courfe of his £eign, and with the Security of Reli- 
gion 
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gion and Liberty, daring the latter Part of it. We 
have (een how tne intemperate Conduct of many, and 
the flagitious Defigns of fome among the Whigs, weak- 
en'd their own Party, and gave new Strength and new 
Provocation to the Other. But we have not yet con- 
lider*d fome other Advantages, without which thefe 
Diviiions could neither have been fomented, nor fup- 
ported as they were. Now thefe Advantages arofe 
chiefly from the Character and Conducl of the King 
himfelf. If King Charles had found the Nation plun- 
ged in Corruption; the People chufing their Reprefen- 
tatives for Money, without any other Regard ; and thefe 
Representatives of the People, as well as the Nobility, 
reduced by Luxury to beg the unhallow'd Alms of a 
Court 1 or to receive, like rhiferabie Hirelings, the 
Wages of Iniquity from a Minifter ; if He had found 
the Nation, I fay, in this Condition, (which extra- 
vagant Suppofition one cannot make without Horrour ) 
He might have dilhonourM her abroad, and impo ve- 
rified and opprefs'd her at home, though He had been 
the weakeft Prince on Earth, and his Miniilers the 
moil odious, and contemptible Men, that ever prefu-' 
med to be ambitious. Our Fathers might have fallen 
into Circumftances, which compote the very Quintefc 
fence of political Mifery. They might have foil their 
Birth-right for Porridge, that was their own. They 
might have been bubbled by the foolifh, bullied by 
the fearful, and infulted by Thofe, whom Triey de- 
fpifed. They would have deferved to be S faces, and 
They might have been treated as fuch. When a free 
People crouch, like Camels, to be loaded, the next at 
Hand, no Matter who, mounts Them, and They 
foon feel the Whip, - and the Spur of their Tyrant ; 
for a Tyrant, whether Prince; . or Minifter, refemblea 
the Devil in many Rcfpeclts ; particularly in This, 
He. is often both the Temper and Tormentor. He makes 
the Criminal, and He punifhes the Crime* 

But 
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But TMis was not the State of the Englijb Nation, 
at the Time we ipeak of. We were/not yet corrupted, 
nor even quite ripe for Corruption. Parties there were ; 
and the Contens of tbefe Parties gave Occafion to 
the Rife and Growth of Factions; fome of which rah 
into the mod feditious Practices againft the Govern- 
ment, and others into the vileft SubmhTion to it. But 
Hill a Spirit of Liberty remain'd in many, uncorrupted 
and unextinguifh'd ; and fuch as work'd our national 
Deliverance in the Days of Diftrefc, that foon followM. 
We were Freemen then, in the proper Senfe and full Ex- 
tent of the Words; becaufe not only the Laws, which 
aflerted our common Rights, were maintain'd and Im- 
proved, but private Independency, which can alone fup- 
jport publick Liberty, under fuch a Government as 
ours, was itfelf fupported bv fome of that ( antient 
OEconomy and Simplicity of Manners, that were grow- 
ing, but not grown, out of Falhion. Such a Peopie § 
as We thfli «*&t», cculd neither be t ought cor driven ; 
and I think Sang Charles could not have divided and 
Av/Thcm, if He had wanted any of the Qualities He 
poueft'd, or had held another Conduct than He held. 
Far rtom being proud, haughty, or brutal, * He bad 
not a Grain of Pride, or Vanity in bis whole Compo- 
sition ; but was the moft affable, belt bred Man alive. 
He treated his Subjects like Noblemen, like Gentlemen, 
like Freemen, not like Vajfals, or Boors. Whatever Nc* 
tjon He had of his hereditary Right, He own'd his 
Obligation for the Crown He wore to his People, as 
much as He would have been bound to do, in Reafon, 
in Juftice, in Honour, and in Prudence, if He had 
flood at the greateft Diftance from it in the Courfe of 
lineal Succeffion, and had been cali'd to it from the 
low State, in which He was before, by the free Gift 
and Choice of the Nation. His Profeffions were plau- 
fibte, and his whole Behaviour engaging ; fo that He 
i upon the Hearts, even whilft He loft the good 
Opinion 

• Sir William Temple. 
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Opinion of his .Subjects; tnd often btllanccd their 
lodgment of Things, by their perfonal Inclinttion. 
Thefe Qualities, and this Part of his Conduct, went a 
great Way to give Him Credit with his People, and 
an Hold on their Afie&ions. But This .was not all. 
He obferved their Temper, and He comply'd with it. 
He yielded to Them m Points, from which He had 
determined, and declared too, that He would never 
depart. To know when to yield, in Government, is at 
leaft as neccflary, as to know when to lofe in Trade \ 
and He, who cannot do the firft, is Jo little likely to 
govern a Kingdom well, that it is more than probable 
He would govern a Shop ill. King Charles gave up 
to the Murmurs of his People, not one or ttoojuch Mt- 
nifters as may be found almoft behind every Desk ; 
thofc awkard Pageants of Courts, thofe wooden Ima- 
ges* which Princes gild and then worlhip; but leve- 
ral great and able Men ; nay, whole Cabals of fucb, 
who had Merit with Him, though They had none 
with the Nation. He flatted often out of the true In- 
tereft of his People ; but the Voice o£, his People almoft 
as often reclaim'd Him. He made the Jirft Dutch War ; 
but He made the Triple Allyance too. He engaged 
with France in the War of 1672 ; but He made a fc- 
parate Peace with Holland. True it is, indeed, that 
neither the Representations of his Parliament, nor the 
Dcfires of his People, could prevail on Him to go far- 
ther, and to enter in earnelt into the War again ft 
France. But the Confidence between Him and his 
Parliament was fo broken at that Time, that They 
would not truft Him, nor He Them.* At This I 
am not furprifed j and for that very Reafon I confefs, 
I have always been fo at the ltrong and repeated 
Inftances made to force Him into that Wan Tince 
it cannot furely be better Policy to drive a Prince in- 
to a War, which He has no Inclination to make; 
than it would be to be drawn by Him into a War, 
if He had no Ability to conduct u. In Home Affair s % 
befides his frequent Conceflions, whenever the Nation, 
F 3 took 
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tookUnibtageathis Proceedings, He pafe'd tine i^ 
and the Habeas Corpus Bills, and many others for the 
publkk Benefit; and I fcarce remember any popular 
AS* which ftopp'd at the Throne in his Time, except 
That about the Militia, which He apprehended to be 
a dangerous Encroachment on his Prerogative, and a- 
nofther in Favour of the DiflenPers, which was con- 
nived, meanly enough, to be ftoTn off the Table in 
the Houfe of Lords. 

What has been touch*d here, and in former Papers, 
will be fumcient to (hew, in fome Meafure, how King 
Charles was enabled to divide a Nation fo united and 
&> heated as this Nation was, on the Dilcovcry of the 
,JPopifh Plot ; to oppofe lb avowedly and fe refolutely 
the Exclvjton of bis Brother ; the Profoecl of whole 
iuoceeding to the Crown was become ftHl .more dread- 
ful, even by that finall Part of Coleman's Correfpon- 
dence, which had come to Light; and yet to attach 
4b numerous a Party to Himfelf nay to his Brother ; 
to lay afide Parliaments for Several Years ; and not only 
to fland his Ground, but to gain Ground in the Na- 
tion, at the fame Time. But there is ftill fomething 
more to be added. He had not only prepared for the 
Storm, but he acquired new Strength in the Midft of It ; 
That is, in the Proceedings on the Popijb Plot, and the 
Bill of Exdufion, He would gladly have kept they&r- 
awout of Parliament 5 but when it was once there, 
He put on the Appearances of great Zeal for the Pro- 
fecution of it. Thefe Appearances help'd Him to fcreen 
his Brother ; as the ill Succefs of the Exdufion Bill in 
the Houfe of Lords, where it was rejected by Sixty* 
three againft Thirty, help'd to fcreen Himfelf from the 
Violence of the Houfe of Commons. But That, which 
gave Him the principal Advantage in the preient Con- 
tcfls, was another Management. As foon as the firft 
preparatory Steps were made to the Bill of Exdufion 
in 1678, He declared Himfelf, in a Speech to his Par- 
liament, ready to pals any Bills to make his People 

fafc 



d by Google 



N*J9i. Th$ C%AWT$UAH* & 

fafe in the fteign of his Sueeefor, fi they tended not to 
impeach tie Right of Succej/m, nor the Dejcent of the 
Crown in the true Lme. He perilled in this Deck- 
ration to the laft; and if He had done nothing elfe, 
I imagine that He would have gain'd no great Popu- 
larity. When a free People lye under any Grievance, 
or apprehend any Danger, and try to obtain their 
Prince's ConJeat to deliver Them from one, or to pic- 
vent the other ; a flat Refulal, on his Part, reduces 
Them to the melancholy Alternative of continuing to 
fiibmit to one, and to ftand ezpofed to the other \ or 
of freeing Themfelves from both, without his Content ; 
which can hardly be done by Means very confident 
with his and their common Intereft. King Charles 
was too wife to pu(h the Nation to fuch an Extre- 
mity . He refufed what his Parliament vxtffA on Him, 
n the Manner and on the Principle They prefs'd it; 
but then his Rtfkfal was fbllow'd by Expedients i 
which varied the Manner, and yet might have been 
managed fb as to produce the Effeft ; and which feem'd 
lo feve, rather than actually fayed, the Principle, Nam* 
bets concurred, at that Time, in avowing the PrincU 
pie ; and the ffyh had made many Perfons think Re- 
ligion fafe; as the King's Offers made Them think it 
no Fault of his, if it was not made fafer. The Conn- 
ed had prepared \fome Expedients ; and the Limitations, 
and other Provifions againft a Popijb Sncceffor, propo- 
sed directly from the Throne by the Chancel/or in 1679, 
went a great Way towards binding the Hands of fneb 
a Sncceffor, and lodging the Power, taken from Him* 
in the Parliament. But the Scheme of Expedients, de- 
bated in the Oxford Parliament, was a real Exdufion 
from every Thing, but the Title of King. The firfi • 
Article banifh'd the Duke of York, during his life, to 
the Diftance of 500 Miles from England, Scotland, and 
Ireland \ and the Tenth, to mention no more, exclu- 
ded Him ipfofaffo, if He came into any of thefe King- 
doms* directed that He mould fuffcr, in this Cafe, at 

by 
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by the former Bill, and that the Sovereignty fhould 
veft forthwith in the Regent ; That is, in the Princefs 
of Orange. Surely This was not to vote the Lyon in 
the Lobby into the Houfe. ,It would have been to vote 
Him out of the Houfe, and Lobby both, and only fufter 
Him to be calTd Lyon Hill. I am notflgnorant of the 
Refinements, urged by Sir William Jones and others 
againft this Scheme ; but I know that Men run into 
Errors from both Extremes ; from That of feeing too 
much, as well as That of feeing too little ; and that 
the mod fubde Refiners are apt to mifs the true Point 
of political Widom, which confiffa in diflinguifhing 
juftly between what is abfolutely beft in Speculation, 
and what is the beft of Things practicable in particu- 
lar Conjunctures. The Scheme, no Doubt, was built ^ 
on a manifeft Abfurdity, and was liable to many In- 
con venieneies, Difficulties and Dangers; but ftjU it 
was the utmeft, that could be hoped for at that Mo- 
ment ? and the fingle Confideration, one would think • 
fliould have been This ; whether, united under fuch 
an Aft of Parliament, They would not have oppofed 
the Succeffion of the Duke of York, with lefs Incon- 
yeniency, lefs Difficulty and Danger, than difunited, 
and with the Laws againft Them. The Truth is, that 
as there were Men, at this Time, defirous that the 
King fhould be on defperate Terms with his Parlia- 
ment, becaufe They were fb Themfelves ; in like Man- 
ner, there were Others, who defired, for a Reaibn of 
the feme Nature, that the Parliament fliould be on def- 
perate Terms with the King. Thefe were factious In- 
terefts, and they prevail'd againft the national Intereft % 
which required that the King fhould be feparated -at 
any Rate from his Brother, inftead of being united to 
Him by a Fear made common to both. But the Dye 
was thrown ; and the Leaders of the Whig Party were 
xefolved * to let all lye in Conjufion, rather than hearken 

t$ 
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l# 4«v Thing, hefides the Exclufin. Obtinacy pro- 
voked Obftinacy. The King grew obfdnate, and Se- 
vere too, againft his natural Eafinefi and former Cle- 
mency of Temper. The Tory Party grew as obftinate, 
and as furious, on their Side, according to a natural 
Tendency in the Difpofirion of all Parties ; and that 
Ac Nation was deliver'd over, on the Death of King 
f Charles, a la Sottife de fin Frere; to the Folly and 
Madnefs of bis Brother. 

It was this Folly and Madnefs however, that cured 
the Folly and Madnefs of Party. As the common Dan* 
ger approach'd, the Imprcffions of Terror, which it 
made, increafed. Whig and Tory then felt them alike, 
and were brought by them, as drunken Men (bmetimcs 
are,, to their Senfes. The Events of King James\ 
Reign, and the Seeps, by which the Revolution was 
brought about, are fo recent, and fo*well known, that 
I mail not defcend into any very particular Mention of 
them. A few general Remarks on the Behaviour of 
this Prime, and on the Behaviour of Parties, in his 
Jteign, and at the Revolution, will be fufficioK to wind 
up the Hiitary tdWbig and Tory, and to prove what I 
have fo often averted, that hoth Sides purged Thenv 
feives, on this Occasion, of the Imputations laid to 
mek Charge by their Jtoerfaries \ that the proper and 
real Distinction of the two P*rties*xpino& at this Mam » 
and that although their Qhofts have continued to haunt 
and divide us h many Years afterwards, yet there nei- 
ther is, nor can be any Divifion of Parties at this Time, 
icooncileabie with common Scnfe, and common Ho- 
nefty, among Thofe, who ape come on the Stage of the 
World, under the prefent Conftitutien j except Thofe 
of Churchmen, and J>iffenters\ Thofe of Court and 
Country. 

The 

f An Exprjeffioo ufed by King Charles f on many 
Occasions. 
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The Behaviour and Conduit of King James the 2d 
would be fuficient, if there was no other Inftance, and 
there are Thoufands, to {hew thatasftrong Prejudices, 
however got, are the Parents, fo a weak Underftanding 
Is the Nurfe of Bigotry, and Injuftice, and Violence 
and Cruelty its Off-fpring. This Prince was above fifty, 
when he came to the Throne. He had great Expe- 
rience of all Kinds ; particularly of the Temper of this 
Nation, and of the Impoflibility to attempt introducing 
Popery, without hazarding his Crown. But his Expe- 
rience profited Him not. His Bigotry drew falfe Con- 
ditions from it. He fiatter'd Himfelf that He fhould 
be able to play Parties againft one another, better than 
his Brother had done ; (which, by the Way, -was the 
leaft of his little Talents) and to complcat his Defigns 
by an Authority, which was but too well eftabliftiM. 
He pak'd, I think, for a fincere Man. Perhaps, he 
was fo ; and He fpoke always with great Emphafis of 
the Word of a King ; and yet never was the meaneit 
• Word fo fcan<jalouflv broken as his. In the Debate in 
1678, about the Teft, when He got a Provifo put in 
for excepting Himfelf, it has been advanced in Print, 
and not denyM that I know of, that fpeaking with 
* great Eamtftnefs, and with Tears in his Eyes, He fo-. 
Umnly protefted that whatever his Religion might he, it 
jkouid only be a private Thing between God and his 
own Soul; and that no EffeB of it jhould ever appear 
in the Government, At his Acceffion to the Throne, in 
Council firft, and after That in full Parliament, in the 
Face of the Nation, He made the ftrongeft Declarations 
in Favour of the Constitution in Church and State, and 
took the moft folemn Engagements to defend and fap- 
port it. But Bigottry burft through all thefe Cobwebs; 
for fuch they are to Men/ transported by a religious De- 
lirium, who acquire a Strength, that Thofe, who are 
well, .have not, and confeientioufly break all the Obli- 
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gations of Morality. Thefe admirable Difpofitions in 
the King were encouraged by the State, in which his 
Brother left and He found the Nation, and by the 
Complaifance of the Parliament, which He calTdfoon 
after his Acceffion. They were confirm'd, and He was 
determined to pull off the Mask entirely, by the iH 
Succefsof the Duke of Monmouth and the Earl ofJrgyfe. 
Bifhop Burnet fpeaks of this Parliament very indecently, 
and I think very untruly. They were neither Men of 
Parts, nor Eftates, according to Him. The Truth b, 
that the Circumftances, under which we were brought 
by the factious Proceedings of both Parties, in the late 
Reign, for and againft the Court, were fuch as might 
perplex the beft Parts, and puzzle the Heads even of 
the wifeft Men. A profefid, zealous Papift, in full 
and quiet Poueffion of the Throne, and, inftead of any 
Provifion made, or any Meafures taken againft Him, 
the Notion and the Excrcife of the Prerogative eft*- 
bliih'd at an extravagant Height, were fuch Circum- 
ftances, as laid the Nation alraoft at the Mercy of the 
King. They therefore, who were the moft determined 
not to part with either their Religion, or then* Liberty, 
and yet had more to lofe in the Fray than Dr. Burnet, 
might be willing to look round Them ; to wait Oppor- 
tunities; and not undertake ralhly what can feldom 
be undertaken twice. It is impoffible to believe that 
their Confidence in the Kings Word was fuch as They 
afie&ed. But, like drowning Men, who faw nothing 
elfe to catch at, They caught at a "Straw. The Duke 
of Monmouth** Expedition into England, and the Earl 
of ArgyU% into Scotland, were fo far from affording the 
Nation any Opportunity of mending their Condition, 
that the Declaration of the former might draw fome 
of the Diffenters to. the Standard, as it did 1 but was 
calculated to drive the Tory Party, moft of the Whigs, 
and in fhort the Bulk of the People from Him. Tjie 
Declaration of the* latter was founded in the Solemn 
League and Covenant i and gave fo much Reafon to ap- 
prehend 
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prebend that * Revival of the fame Principles, and a 
Renewal of the fame Tyranny was intended, that we 
cannot wonder it had no better an Efiecl ; though wc 
lament the Fate of a worthy and gallant Man f whofe 
Crime was refuting a 7^, that fhould never have been 
impofed on P rot eft ants and Freemen, and who had been 
driven into thefc extreme Refolutions by a Series of un- 
jufi and tyrannical U/age. 

Thus were thefe Jbivafiens, in the very Beginning of 
his Reign, favourable in fome Refpelts to die Defigns of 
King James* They fortify *d, in the Minds of Men, 
the Jealoufies and Fears, which had a few Years be- 
fore form'd the Tory Party ; and difpofed Them by 
Confequence, at leaft, to keep Meafures and not break 
with the King. They gave Him the Pretence^ which 
He feized very readily, of raifing and beeping up a 
fianding Army, But, m the Event, they forwarded our 
Deliverance from all the Dangers, to which we were ex- 
pofed, under his Government, by precipitating his At- 
tempt againft our Religion and Liberty. The {ante 
Day, that the News of the Invafion m Scotland was 
communicated to the Parliament here, the Commons 
voted that great Revenue, which Tbey gave Him, and 
gave Him for Life. After thefe Invapons were over, 
They voted a Supply* which was intended for the 
Charge of maintaining the additional forces. They of- 
fered to pafsaLaw for indemnifying hisPofiJb Officers 
from the Penalties They had incurred ; and to capaci- 
tate fucb others as He mould name in a Lift to be given 
to the Houfe. In fliwt, They fuhWd Themfelves to be 
drawn to the Brink of the Precipice ; but there They 
ftopp'd. They would neither give Him the whole Sup- 
ply of 1,200,000 h which He ask'd, nor fanclify by 
the Authority of Parliament the Practice of keeping up 
a fianding Army in Time of Peace ; but rqecled the 
Words moved ibr that Purpofe. They would neither 
repeal the Teft and pens/ Laws $ nor fubmit to his dif- 
ptnfeng) or fuffending, which was in Efie& a repealing 

Power ; 
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Power; That is, They would not caft Themfelyes 
headlong down the Precipice ; and becaufe They would 
not, He quarell'd with them; t loft the 700,000 1. 
They had voted, rather than ftiffer Them to fit .any 
longer; and never met Them more. 

Things haften'd now to a Decifion. The King's 
Deligns were openly avow'd, and defperately puftTd. 
The , Church of England oppbfed them,' with the ut- 
moft' Vigour. The Difjeniers were cajoled v by the 
Court ; and They, who had been ready to take Arms 
againft King Charles, becaufe He was unwilling to ex- 
clude his Brother, and who had taken Arms againft 
this Prince, fince He was on the Throne, became the 
Abettors of his Ufurpations. It were eafy to prove 
This, even by Bifhop Burners Account, as much as 
That is fbften'd; and if the Excufes, which have 
been made for their Silence againft Popery, in this criti- 
cal Moment, or for their approving and encouraging 
the Exercife of a difpenfing Power, are to be received, 
one may undertake to excufe, on the fame Principles 
of Reafoning, all thofe Inftances of Mifcondudl in the 
Church Party, which I have pre fumed to cenfure fo 
freely. But the Truth is, thefe Excufes arc frivolous. 
I could quote forrie, that are even burlefque. Let 
us reverence Truth therefore, and condemn the Diffen- 
ters as frankly, on this Occafion, as we have condemn'd 
the Members of the Church of England on others. 

The Revolution foon follow'd. Many of the moft 
diftinguifhed Tories, fortte of Thofe, who had carried 
higheft the Doctrines- of Paffive Obedience and Non-Re- 
fiftance, were engaged in it; and the whole Nation 
was ripe for it. The tVhigs were zealous in the feme 
Caufe; but their Zeal was not fuch as, I think, it hrd 
been fbme Years before; a Zeal without Knowledge-, I 
mean, that it was better temper'd, and more prudent'y 
conducted. Tho* the King was not the better for his 
Experience, Parties were. Both few their Error?. 
The Tories ftopp'd fhort in the Purfuit of a bad Princi* 

Vol. XII. G />/#. 
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tie. The Whigs reform'd the Abufe of a good one. Both 
had (acrificed their Country to their Party. Both facrific- 
ed, on this Occafion, their Party to their Country. When 
the Tories and the Whigs were thus coalited, the lat- 
ter flood no longer in Need of any adventitious Help. 

•If They did not refufe the Affiftance of Thofe, who 
had weaken'd their Caufe more by the Jealoufies and 
Fears, to which They gave both Occafion and Pre- 
tence, than They had ftrengthen'd it by their Numbers ; 
yet They fuflered them to have no Influence in their 
Councils, no Direction of their Conduct. Hie Caufe 
of Liberty was no longer made the Caufe of a Party* 
by being fet on fuch a Bottom, and pufh'd in fuch a 
Manner, as one Party alone approved. The Revolution 
was plainly defign'd to reftore and fecure our Govern- 

. ment, Eccleliaftical and Civil, on .true Foundations; 
and whatever might happen to the King, there was no 
Room to fufpecl: any Change of the Constitution. There 
were Some, indeed, concern'd in this great and glorious 
Undertaking, who had obftinately preferred, or light- 
ly taken up, the Republican and other Whimfies, that 
reign'd in the Days of Ufurpation and Confufion. If 
They could have prevailed, and it was no Fault of 
theirs They did not, the Coalition of Parties had been 
broken ; and, inftead of a Revolution, we might have 
had a civil War ; perhaps, not even the fad Chance 
for our Religion and Liberty. But this Leven was ft) 
near worn out, that it could neither corrupt, nor feem 
any longer td corrupt the Mafs of the Whig Party. 
The Party never had been Presbyterians, nor Repub- 
licans, any more than They had been Quakers ; any 
more than the Tory Party had been Papifts, when, not- 
withftanding their Averlion to Popery, They were 
undeniably under the accidental Influence of Popifiy. 
Councils. But even the Appearances were now rectified. 

. .The Revolution was a Fire, which purged off the 
Drofe of loth Parties, and the Dro6 being pujged 
off, They appear'd to be the fame Metal, and aniwer'd 
the fame Standard. 

I mall 
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I fliall deliver my Thoughts, on fome other Occaii- 
en concerning the Difputes, thitarofe about the Settle- 
ment of the Crown, after the Revolution * and (hew, if 
I do not very much deceive Myfelf, that no Argument 
can be drawn from thence againft any Thing I have 
advanced. 

O. I am, $ I R, 8cc. 
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The fame Subjetl continued. 

' To CALEB D'A % NVERS, Bf*% 

SIR, 

J H E flavifh P rinciples of PaJJive Obedi- 
' ence and Non-Refiftance , which had 
iculk'd perhaps in ibme old Homily be- 
fore King James the ift, but were talk'd, 
writtep and preach'd into Vogue in that 
inglorious Reign, and in Thofe of his 
three -Succeflbrs, were renounced at the Revolution by 
the laft of the feveral Parties, who declared for them. 
Not only the Laity, but the Clergy embraced and co- 
operated in the Deliverance, which the Prince of Orange 
brought Them. Some of our Prelates join'd to invite 
Him over. Their Brethren refufed to fign an Abhor- 
rence of this Invitation. The University of Oxford 
ofier'd Him their Plate, and aflbciated for Him againft 
their King. In one Word, the Conduct of the Tories, 
at this Crifis, was fuch as might have inclined a Man 
to think They had never held Refiftanc* unlawful, but 
G 2 had 
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had only differ'd with the Whigs about the Degree of 
Oppreflion, or of Danger, which it was neceflary to 
wait, in order to fan&ify Refinance. Now, it may ap- 
pear at firft a little ftrange that thefe Principles, which 
had always gone Hand in Hand with Thofe of the 
divine, hereditary, indefeazable Right of Kings, which 
were juil as well founded in Reafon, in Support of which 
the Example of the primitive Chriftians might be pom- 
poufly cited, and to countenance which fome Texts' of 
the Bible might be pioufly ftrairi'd, would not keep 
their Hold, and maintain their Influence, as well as 
the others. 

This Attachment to hereditary Right will appear the 
more ftrange, if We confider what Regard was fhewn, 
at this Time, to the Difficulties They, who had pawn'd 
Themfelves, as it were, for the Principle, would be un- 
der, when They came to concur in eftablifhing a Settle- 
merit repugnant to it. That great and folemn Refolu- 
tion, about the Abdication of King James, and the 
Vacancy of the Throne, might have been exprefs'd in 
Terms much ftronger and plainer jthan it was. I have 
heard there were Peribns, who had a Mind it mould be 
(b; and who, more attach'd to the Honour, That is 
the Humour of Party, than to the national Inter eft, in 
this great Event, would have turn'd this Refolutdon, as 
well as the Declaration of the Prince of Orange, to a 
more exprefs Approbation of the Whig, and a more ex> 
prefs Condemnation of the Tory Tenets and Conduct. 
But a wifer and honefter Conlideration prevail'd. In- 
iteau of erecting, the new Government, on the narrow 
Foundations of Party Syfiems, the Foundations of it 
were laid as wide, and made as comprehenfive, as they 
tould be. No Man, I believe, at this Time .thinks that 
the Vote aflerted too little ; and furely there was no 
-Colour of Reafon on the Side of Thofe, who cavill'd 
againft it, a* that Time, for afferting too much. 

The Difputea about the Words abdicate, or defer*, • 
a&d about the Vacancy of the Throne^ were in Truth 

fitter 
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fitter for a School than an l/o^ of Parliament, and 
might have been expected in fome Aflcmbly of Pedants, 
where young Students exercifed Themfelves in Difpu- 
Ution, but not in fuch an auguft Auembly as That of 
the Lords and Commons, met in folemn Conference upon 
the mod important Occafion . The Truth is that They, 
who form'd the Oppofition, were reduced to maintain 
ftrange Paradoxes; ftranger, in my Opinion, thanmoft 
of Thofe, which caft fo much Ridicule on the Stoicks 
of old. Thus, for Inftance, They were forced to ad- 
mit that an ofprefs*d People might feek their Remedy in 
Refiftancei for They had fought it there Themfelves ; 
and yet, They oppofed making' Ufe of the only Remedy, 
which could eft&ually fecure Them againft Returns 
of the fame Oppreffion, when Refiftance had put it in « 
their Power, as Opprejjion had given Them a Right to 
ufe this Remedy. Surely This muft appear a Paradox, 
and a very abiurd one too, if A^e confider that Refin- 
ance, in all fuch Cafes, is the Mean, and future Securi- 
ty the End; and that the former is impertinent, nay 
wicked in the higheft Degree, if it be not employ'd to 
obtain the latter. Thu» again, the fame. Men declared 
Themfelves willing to fecure the Nation againfi the Re- 
turn of King James to that Throne, which He had 
abdicated i or, according to Them, deferted; nay, fbme 
of Them were ready, if We may credit the Anecdofes 
of that Time, to proceed to fuch extream Refolutionr, 
as would have been more effectual, than juftifiable in 
the Eyes of Mankind ; and yet They could not pre* 
vail on their fcrupulous Confidences to declare the Throne 
vacant. They had concurr'd in the Vote, that it was 
inconfiftent with the Laws, Liberties and Religion of 
England to have a Papift rule over the Kingdom. King 
James had followed the pious Example of Sigifmond, 
who, not content to lofe the Crown of Sweden Himjeif 
for his Religion, had carried his Son away, that He 
might be bred a Papift, and lofe it too; and yet They 
jnaiauin'd, though They did not exprefly name Him, 
G 3 tku 
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that if the Throne was then, or fhould be at any Time 
vacant of the Father, it muft be reputed inftantaneoufly 
full of the Son, upon the Foundation of this filly Axiom, 
that the King never dies. According to this taw, and 
thefe Politicks, King James and his SuccelTors, to the 
twentieth Generation, might have continued abroad, a 
Race of Royal Exiles, preserving their indefeazahle 
Right to govern, but debarr'd from the Exereife of it ; 
whilft the Nation continued, during all this Time, 
from Century to Century, under the Dominion of Re- 
gents, with regal Authority, but without any regal 
Right ; an excellent Expedient fare to keep the Mo- 
narchy in an hereditary Succejion ! But there remain'd 
none better, on jthe Principles of thefe Men i fince the 
Prince of Orange had committed. the* fatal Overfight of 
neglecting to conquer the Nation. His Sword would 
Jiavt cut the Gordian Knot of hereditary Right, and 
They could have fubmitted with fafe Confciences to a 
Conqueror. But to give the Crown to a Prince, though 
They had put^he whole Admini/fration into his Hands; 
which, by the Way, was High Treafon, unlefe the 
Throne was, tthat They deny'd it to be, actually va- 
cant ; to give the Crown I fey, to a Prince, who 
Would tiot take it, when it* was in his Power to 
take it, without their Confent % to fettle a new 
Government by Agreement and ComfaB, when the 
glorious Opportunity of eftabliflimg it by Force and 
Conquefi had been unhappily lofts Thefe were Propo- 
rtions, to which They could not confent. King James 
had violated the fundamental Laws, which He had 
promifed over and over and fworn to maintain. He 
N tad fhewn by his firft Efcape, when nothing was more 
impofed on Him than to wait the Resolutions of *frce 
Parliament, that He would renounce his Crown rather 
than fubmit to fecure effectually the Obfervation of thefe 
Laws. He had made a Jecond Efcape, tithich was vo- 
• luntary *s well a£ the firft, and made on the feme Prin- 
ciple, againft the Intreaties of his Friends, at the Infti- 
gation of the fame Councils as- had directed his former 

Con- 
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Conduct, and 011 a Letter from the Queen, claiming his 
Promife to do fo. Notwirhftanding all thefe Reafons, 
They, who maintain'd the hereditary Right of our Kings, 
reduced Themfelvea, and would have reduced their 
Country, to the abfurd Neceffity of altering the Con- 
stitution, under Pretence of preferring it. No King, 
except a Stuart, was to reign over Us. But We might 
eftablifh a Doge, a Lord Archon, a Regent y and thus 
thefe warm AfTertors of Monarchy, refufing to be Slopes, 
contended to be Republicans. Many more Paradoxes 
of equal Extravagance might be cited, which were ad- 
vanced directly, or which refulted plainly from the Ar- 
gument* employ *d on one Side of the Queftion in thofe 
Difputes. But the Inftances I have cited may fuffice for 
our prefent furpofe, and may ferve to fhew that al- 
though Difficulties hard to folve in Speculation, or to 
remove m Practice, will arife in the Purfuit of the moft 
cational Principles ; yet fuch Abfurdities as Thefe can 
never arife, except from the moft irrational, and always 
muft arife from foch. 

If the Peribns, who maintain'd this divine, hereditary 
indefeazabU Right of our Kings, had thought fit to drop 
thefe Principles, when They laid afidc Thofe of Paffive 
Obedience and Non- Refinance, and no tolerable Reafon 
can be given why They did not, their Conduft would 
have been confident and unkbrih on this great Occaiion $ 
and this Confiftencyanol Uniformity would have been 
productive of great Good, by taking away at once even 
the Appearances of all political Division in the Bulk of 
the Nation. But whilft They labour'd to reconcile • 
their prefent Conduft to their antient Syftem, They were 
true to neither. They had gone much farther than This 
.would allow, and then They refilled to go as far as the 
ether required, in order to be fafe, and therefore in or- 
der to be juftitfed. They loft every Kind of Merit; 
the chimerical Merit of adhering to a Set of filly Prin- 
ciples ; the real Merit of fecrificing their Prejudices to 
the compleat Deliverance of their Country from the re- 
cent 
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cent Danger of Popery and arbitrary Power. Nay, 
- They did worfe ; for the mifchievous Conferences of 
their Conduit were not hurtful to Them alone, and at 
that Time alone, but .to thePublick, and even down to 
thefc Times; They furnifh'd Pretence to Fatlions, who 
kept up a Divifion under the old Names, when the 
Differences were really extinguifti'd by the Conduct of 
both Parties i becaufe the Conduct of both Parties was 
no longer -conformable to the Principle! imputed to 
Them. The Tot ies had no longer any Pretence of fear- 
ing the Defigns of the Whigs ; fince the Wbigs had fu£ 
ficiendy purged Themfelves from all Sufpicion of Re- 
publican Views, by their Zeal to continue monarchical 
Government, and of Latitudinarian Schemes in Point of 
Religion, by their ready Concurrence in preserving oar 
EccLfiaftical EfiabUJhment, and by their infilling on 
nothing farther, in favour of the uijfenters, than that 
Indulgence, which the Church was mod willing to 
grant. Hie Whigs had as little Pretence of fearing the 
Tories i fince the Tories had purged Themfelves, in the 
raoft fignal Manner, from all Sufpicion of favouring 
Popery, or arbitrary Power, by the vigorous Refinance 
They made to both. They had engaged, They had 
taken the Lead in the Revolution* and They were fully 
determined againft the Return of King James. The 
real Eflences of Whig aid Tory were thus deftrov'd ; but 
the nominal were preferred, and have done unce that 
Time a good Part of the Mifchief, which the real did 
, before. The Oppofition made to the Settlement of the 
Crown brought This about. An over-curious Enquiry 
into the Motives of this Oppofition would be a Task 
t xx invidious for Me to undertake. Something however 
may be faid upon it. We may fay in general, without 
Offence, that private Ambition mingled itfelf early in the 
great and national Concerns of the Revolution i and that 
it did fo more, as the Pfofpett of a new Settlement, and 
of the Elevation of the Prince of Orange approached. 
Expectations were railed ; Diiappointmenis were given, 

or 
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or forefecn ; and a Variety of Motives of the fame 
Kind began to influence very ilrongly ttoc Cop-iuft of 
the principal Actors. Some endeavoured to lay the 
Foundations of their Fortune by Demonstrations of 
a perfonal Attachment to the Prince ; which were 
carried on, I doubt, a little too independently of the 
Regard due to their Country, in fome Cafes ; particu- 
larly, if I miflake not, in That of the Declaration of 
Rights ; of which We may pronounce, and Experience 
will juftify us, that it was too loofe, too imperfect, and 
nothing Ids than proportionable to the Importance of the 
Occafion, and the favourable Circumftances of the Con- 
junctuie. Others there were, who imagined that the 
/horteft and fureft Way for Them to take, in Purfuit of 
the lame View, was to make Themfelves considerable 
by Oppofition, to form a Party, and maintain a Struggle 
for perjonal Power, under Pretence and Umbrage of 
Principle. This was, without Doubt, the Motive of 
fome particular, leading Men; and could not be, at 
leafl at firft, the Motive of Numbers. But there was 
another Motive, which eafily became That of Numbers, 
beeaufe it arofe out of a Fund common to all Men, the 
Perverfity of human Nature, according to an Observa- 
tion made in one of thefe Papers. Whilft the Event 
of the Prince of Orange** Expedition was undecided, 
Men remained under the full Influence of their Tears % 
which had determined Them to act agauvft their /V«- 
judtces. But when the Revolution was fecure, and 
thefe fears were calm'd, thefe Prejudices refumed, in 
fome Degree, their former Power, and the more for 
being revived and encouraged by Men of Reputation 
•nd Authority, who argued for fome, and might as 
reafonably have argued for all the Errors, in Contra- 
diction to which moft of Them hid acted, nay, and 
were ready to act. With fuch View** and by fuch 
Means, were many brought, at this Time, to entangle 
Themfelvea in a Maze of inextricable Absurdities. 
Had They ownM candidly and fairly, that their Prin- 
ciples, 
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riples, is well as Thofe of the Whigs ; were -carried too 
high in the former Difputes of Parties, and that thefe 
Principles could not be true, fince They found Them- 
ielves actually in a Situation, wherein it was not pofli- 
bk to aft agreeably to them without manifcft Abfurdity, 
the Diftinttion, as well as the Difference, of Whig 
and Tory had been at an End. But contrary Meafures 
produced a contrary EfFett. They kept up the Appear- 
ances, and "They could keep up no more, of a Whig 
and a Tory Party, and with thefe Appearances a great 
Part of the old Animofi ty. The two Names were 
founded about the Nation ; and Men, who faw the 
fame Enfigns flying, were not wife enough to perceive, 
or not honed enough to own, that the time Caufe was 
no longer concern'd ; but lifted Themfelves on either 
Side, as their Prejudices at firft, and their Inclinations, 
or other Motives, which arofe in the Progrefi of their 
Cbntefts, directed Them afterwards; Whigs very often 
under the Tory Standard; Tories very often under the 
Whig Standard. 

This general Representation, which I have made of 
the State of Parties at the Revolution, is, I am verily 
pcrfuaded, exa&ly juft ; and it might be fupported by 
many particular Proofs, that I chufe rather to fuggefr, 
than to mention. But if any Doubt remains, let us 
analyfe the feveral Parties of that Time a -little more, 
reduce them to their firft and real Principles, and then 

?ronounce whether We find the Whig, or the Tory 
*arty, fubfifting among Them. 
In the firft Place then there was a Party, that con- 
curred in making the new Settlement ; a Party, thatpre* 
vail'd in Parliament, and was by much the Majority of 
the Nation out of it. Were the Whigs this Majority r 
Was this Party a Whig Party ? No Man will prefume 
to affirm fo notorious an Untruth. The Whigs were 
far from the being this Majority; and King James muft 
have dyed on the Throne, if the Tories had not con- 
curr'd to place the Prince of Orange therein his ftead. 

Was 
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Was this Parry a Tory Party then ? Certainly no. 
The Whigs had been zealous in the lame Caufe, and 
had contributed to make it fucceisful by their Temper, 
as well as their Zeal; by waiting the Time of the 
Tories, or rather the Maturity of the Conjuncture, and 
by moderating their Principles and their Conduit, in 
Favour of that Coalition, without which the Revolution 
could have fucceeded no more than the Exclufion did. 
We find then here neither a Whig, nor a Tory Party ; 
for in Coalitions of this Kind, where two Parties are 
melted, as it were, into one, neither of them can-be, 
laid, with Truth and Propriety, to exift. 

There was another Party direftly.oppofite to This ; a 
certain Number of Men, on whom the original Taint, 
tranfmitted down from King James the 1 ft, remain'd 
ftill in the full Strength of its Malignity. Thcfe Men 
adhered to thoft Principles, in the natural Senfe and full 
Extent of them, which the Tories had profefs'd. But 
yet, the Tories having renounced thefe Principles, or 
diftinguilh'd Themfelves out of any Obligation to ob- 
ferve them, this inconfiderable Faction could not be 
deemM the Tory Party, but received the Name of Ja- 
cobite with more Propriety. 

Two other Parties there were at this Time, form'd 
on one common Principle, but widely different how- 
ever, by the different Conferences They drew from it. 
The Principle I mean is That contain'd in the Di- 
ftinftion of a King de* Jure, and a King de Faffo. 
The famous Statute of Henry the 7th authorized this 
Diflin&ion. The Statute was defign'd principally $ no 
doubt, for the Advantage of the Subjefts, that They 
might be fafe, whichever Side prevailed in an Age, 
when the epidemical Folly of fighting for different 
Pretenders had fpilt Oceans of Blood on the Scaffold, 
as well as in the Field ; and yet the Statute was defign'd 
for the Service of Kings de FaBo too, and particularly 
of Henry the 7th. The Author of hereditary Right 
ajferted would nave us believe otherwife \ and yet furely 
nothing can be more evident than This, that if King 

Henry 
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Henry the feventh's Right had been as unqueftionable as 
He fuppofes. and I prefume to deny that it was, yet 
He would have been declared. a King de FaBo only, if 
die Intrigues of the Dutchefs of Burgundy, and the 
Faftion of York had fuccecded ; and confequently this 
Provifton for the Safety of his Adherents, in that 
Boffible Contingency, £avc Strength to Him, as it. would 
have given Strength to any" other' Prince, whilft it at- 
tache his Adherents to Him by the apparent Security 
it provided ; for ibis Author contends that it did not 
eftablifh a real Security, and advifes us to fufpend our - 
Judgment on the Validity of this Statute, till' We fee 
what the Opinion of Parliament, or the Judges, may be, 
whenever a King de Jure fiiall dijpojefs a King de 
FaBo. He refers us ad Calendar Gr*ecas. 

But there are two Obfervations to be made to our 
prefent Purpofe on this Statute, which feem to Me na- 
tural and plain. Firft, it confounds in Effecl the very 
Diftindtion it kems to make ; fince it fecures alike, and 
by fecuring alike authorizes alike Thofe, who adhere to 
the King de Jure, and Thofe, who adhere to the. King 
it FaBo, provided They adhere to the King in Pojfeffion. 
Secondly, it was contrived to binder People, according to 
my "Lord Bacon's Senfe of it, from Jbufying Tbemfelves 
in prying into the King's Title, and that Subject's might 
not trouble Them/elves with Enquiries into the Juftnefs of 
the King's Title, or £>uarrel. Now, upon the Founda- 
tion of this Diftinttion, and this Statute, thus under- 
flood, They, who demurr'd on the Settlement of the 
Crown, at the Revolution, might plaufibly, though I 
think very unreafonably, relblve neither to vote, nor aft 
Themfelves againft thofe Maxims and Principles, which 
They had entertain'd and profefs'd, as Maxims of Law, 
and Principles of the Conftitution,- and yet refolve to* 
fubmit fincerely, and adhere faithfully to a new Eft a- 
blijkment, when it was once made. But the other of the 
two Parties I mention'd drew from the feme Principle, 
of diflinguifhing between a King de FaBo and a Xing 

de 
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de Jure, a very different Conclusion. They acknow- 
ledged one King, and held their Allegiance (till due to 
another. They bound Themfelves by Oath to preferve 
a Settlement, which They pretended Themfelves in Con- 
fcience obliged to fubvert. This was to juftify Perfidy ; 
to fanclify Perjury i to remove the facred Boundaries of 
Right and Wrong ; and, as far as in Them lay, to teach 
Mankind to call Good evil, and Evil good. 

Such were the three Divifions, into which Men broke 
at the Revolution, in oppofing the Settlement then made; 
whilft the great Body of the Nation concurr'd in it, 
and Whig and Tory fbrm'd in Reality but one Party. 
The firft of tbeje Divifions continued, and became a 
Facliotr in the State, but made no Profelyfcs, and 11 
worn out by Time. The Principle of xht/eeond waa . 
wrong, but it could not be reputed dangerous, whilft 
it lafted, and itfeems to have been built on fo narrow 
and flippery a Foundation, that it did not continue long 
in Force- I may be the more bold in aflerting This, 
iince if We look back to the iEra of the Revolution, and 
10 the Times, which followed, We ihall find among 
Thole, who voted for a Regent, not a King, on the 
Abdication of King James, fome illuftrious Peribns, 
who kxved King William faithfully, who adhered in- 
violably to our new Eftablijkment^ and who have been 
diitingui/lTd Friends pf the Sucujfion, that hath now 
taken Place. That there have been Perfons, who de- 
(erve to be rankVi under the third Head, is too noto- 
rious to be deny '<J i but I perfuade myfelf that this Di- 
vifion hath confifted always of a flux Body. On one 
Hand, it is fcaree poflible to believe that any' Number 
of Men fhould be fo hardened, as to avow to Them- 
felves, and to one another, the a&ing and perfi fling to 
ad on a Principle fp repugnant to every Notion 
and Sentiment, that harbour in the Breafts of focial 
Creatures. On the other, We know how the Sallies 
and Tranfports of Party, on fome Occafions, can 
hurry even reafonable Meh to aft on the moil abfurd. 

Vox. XU. H and 
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and honeft Men to aft on the moft unjuftffiable Princi- 
ples, or both one and the other on no Principles at all, 
according as the Object, which the prevailing PaJEon 
prefents to Them, directs. This hath been the Cafe of 
many, fince the Revolution ; and there are fbme of all 
Sides, I believe, ftill alive, fure I am that there were 
ibme a few Years ago, who know that no Side is abfb- 
lutely unexceptionable in this Refpeft. O. 
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The fame Subjeft continued. 

To CALEB D' AN VERS, Efp 

SIR, 

\ U T whatever the State of Parties was 
at the Revolution, and for fome Time 
afterwards, the Settlement made at that 
Time having continued, that State of 
Parties hath changed gradually, though 
* flowly, and hath receivM at length, ac- 
cording to the neceffary Courfe of Things, a total Al- 
teration. This Alteration would have /been fooner 
wrought, if the Attempt I have mentioned, to defend 
Principles no longer defbnfible, had not furnifh'd the 
Cccafion and Pretence to keep up the Appearances of a 
Tory and a Whig Party. Some of Thofe, who had 
been called Tories furniih'd this Pretence. They, wh0 
had been call'd Whigs, leized and improved ir. The 
Advantages to one Side, the J>i fad vantages to the ether, 
the Mifchiefs to the whole, which have enfued* I need 
not deduce. It ihall iufHcc to obferve, that thefe Ap- 
pear - 
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pearances were the more eafy to be kept up, becaufe 
feveral Men, who had flood confpicuous in Oppofition 
to one another before the Revolution, continued an Op- 
pofitjon, though not the feme, afterwards. Frefh Pro- 
vocations were daily given, and frefh Pretences for Di- 
vriion daily taken. Thefe Contefts were present; they 
recaird Thofe, that had paft in the Time of King 
Charles the 2d; and both Sides forgot that Union, 
which their common Danger and their common Intereft 
hid form'd at the Revolution. Old Reproaches were re- 
newed, new ones invented, againft the Party call'd 
Whigs, when They were as complaifant to a Court as 
ever the Tones had been ; againft the Party call'd Tories, 
when They were as jealous of pub lick Liberty, and as 
frugal of publick Money, as ever the Whigs had been. 
Danger to the Church, on one Side, and Danger to the 
State, on the other, were apprehended from Men, who 
meant no Harm to either 5 for though Diffenters mingled 
Themfelves on one Side, and Jacobites on the other, and 
notwithftanding the Leanings of Parties in Favour of 
Thoib, by whom They were abetted ; yet is it a certain 
Tr^th, that the Struggje was in the main for Power, 
not ^Principle, and that there was no formal Defign laid, 
on one Side, to deftroy the Church, nor, on the other, 
the State. The Cavils, which may be made, and the 
Facls, which may be cited, fome of older, and fome 
of frefher Date, againft what hath been here faid, do 
not efcape Me, Men of Knowledge, and of cool and 
candid Thought, will anfwer one, and account for the 
other, without my Help ; and I cannot refblve, for the 
Sake of the ftiflionate, nor even of the Ignorant, to de- 
fcend upon this Subject into a greater Detail. 

I pafs to That, which is clofer to my prefent Furpoie* 
and of more immediate Ufc ; and I fay that as the na- 
tural Difpofitions of Men are altered and form'd into 
different moral Characters by Education, fo the Spirit 
of a Conftitution of Government, which is confirm'd, 
improved and ftrengthen'd by the Courfe of Events, and 
Hz l cfpe- 
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efpecially by Thofe of ffuitlefs Oppofition, in a long 
Tract of Time, will have a proportionable Influence on 
the Reasoning, the Sentiments, and the Conduct of 
Thofe, who are fubject to it. A different Spirit andcon- 
trary Prejudices may prevail for a Time. But the 
Spirit and Principles of the Conftitution will prevail at 
la ft. If one be unnatural, and the other abfurd, and 
That is the Cafe in many Governments, a vigorous Ex- 
ercife of Power, fignal Rewards, fignal Punifhmcnts, 
and Variety of other (econdary Means, which in fuch 
Confutations are never wanting, will however main- 
tain, as long as they are employ T d, both the Spirit and 
the Principles. But if the Spirit and Principles of a 
Conftitution be agreeable to Nature, and the true End* 
of Government, which is the Cafe of the prefent Con- 
ftitution of the Britijb Government, they want no fuck 
Means to make them prevail. They not only flourifh 
without them, but they would fade and dye away with 
them. As Liberty is nourifhM and fupported by fuch a 
Spirit and fuch Principles, fo they are propagated by 
liberty. Truth and Keafon are often able to get the 
better of Authority in particular Minds ; but Truth and 
Jteafcn, with Authority on their Side, will carry Num- 
bers, bear down Prejudices, and become the very 
Genius of a People. The Progress they make is always 
lure, but fometimes not obfervable by every Eye. Con* 
trary Prejudices may feem to maintain themfelves in 
Vigour, and thefe Prejudices may be kept up long by 
Paffion and by Artifice. But when Truth and Reafba 
continue to act without Reftraint, a little fooner, or a 
little later, and often when this Turn is leaft expected, 
die Prejudices vanifh at once, and Truth and Keafon 
triumph without any Rival. 

The Conftitution of England had been fcen in two 
very different Lights, for almoft a Century before the 
Revolution ; fb that there is no Room to be furprized at 
the great Oppofition, which appeared (when the Whig 
m| Tory Parties aroie a very few Years before that 
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Mra,) between Principles, which, as oppofite a* they 
were, each Side pretended to eftablifh on the Nature of 
one and the fame Conftitution* How This happen'd, . 
hath been often hinted, and I have not here Room to 
explain any farther. Let us be fatisfy'd that it is no 
longer the Cafe. Cur Confiitution is no. longer a Mvfle- 
ry. The Power of the Crown is now exactly limited ; 
the Chimsera of Prerogative removed ; and the Rights 
of the SubjeB are no longer problematical, though fome 
Things neceflary to the more effectual Security of them 
may be dill wanting, tinder this Confiitution, the 
greatefl Part of the Men now alive were born* They 
lye under no Pretence of Obligation to any other, and 
to the Support of This They are bound by all the Ties 
of Society, and all the Motives of InterefL 

Let us prove what we advance ; and that We may 
do fo ad Homines* let us borrow our Argument from 
the great Champion of hereditary Right. Having men- 
tioned, in his Introduction, what he endeavours pom- 
poufly, but vainly, to eftablifh in his Book, in Favour 
of hereditary Right, a Prefcription of nine Centuries, 
a continual Claim of five hundred and fifty Tears, He 
attempts to convince us by a novel Law, and a modern 
Confiitution. This modern Confiitution is the Aft of 
Recognition, in the firft of King James the ift. Th« 
Declarations there made, in Favour of hereditary Right, 
are no Doubt as ftrong as Words can frame, and the 
Words are fuch as would tempt one to think,, by the 
'Fuftian they compofe, that his Majefty himfelf had 
penn*d them. From hence it h concluded, that fince 
the Vows and Ails of fathers*— bind their Fofterity**- 
. This Afiytill the Society hath revoked it lawfully, lays the 
fame Obligation on every Member of the Society, as if 
He had perfonally confmted to it. — : — -If this A8 then 
was lawfully revoked, or repeafd, another novel Law, • 
contrary to it, might be made equally binding* but 
neither this AB, nor the Aft of the 12th of Charles- 
the 2d, affirming the Crown to appertain by jufi and 
Hj em 
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undoubted Right to the King, his Heirs and lawful Suc- 
ceflbrs, having been exprefly repealM, We ftill lye un- 
der the fame Obligations, and every Settlement, contrary 
%o them, and by Conference the Settlement made at the 
Revolution, is unlawful. Now I ask, was nor the Will 
pf Henry the 8ch, which excluded the whole Scotijb 
Line, made in Purfuance, and by the Authority of an 
Act pafcM in the 25th Year of his Reign? Hath not 
this Author juftify'd the Validity of this Will, much tt> 
his own Satisfaction, and, I believe, to That of Jiir 
Readers ? Was this Will lawfully revoked f Was this* 
Statute exprefly repealM ? I ask farther,- whether heredi- 
tary Right, and the Obligations of StebjecJs to it, could 
be made immutable and eternal* as this Author aiTertt 
that they were by the Acl of Recognition, without a 
xnanifeft Contradiction to the Aft of Queen Elizabeth, 
which declares the Power of Parliament to limit and 
hind the Succeffion to the Crown ? Was this Act exprejfy 
jepeard ? That King James the ift fucceeded lawfully 
tgainft Law, our Author is fond to maintain, and the 
Propofition is not unlike That of fome Popijb Cafuifls, 
- who affert that his Holinefs Jure poteft contra Jus de- 
cernere, K can decree rightfully agairfl Right ; but if thefe 
Oueftions are fairly anfwerM, it will refult from fuch 
Anfwers, and from the Arguments I have quoted, thar 
this novel Law, this modem Conftitution, is a mctr 
Hlufion ; that it never bound any Member of the Society 1 
and that the Parliament had as much Right to make tie 
Settlement in 1688, notwithftanding the AH of Recog- 
nition, a* the Parliament had to make this Ail in 160$, 
notwithftanding the two Ails I have mentioned, and the 
Will of Henry the 8th, made by Virtue of the firfl of 
them. This wayward and forlorn hereditary Right munV 
therefore fall to the Ground, or be fupported by the 
fuppoid Rrefcript'iGn of nine Centuries, and Claim of 
fue and an half, Vv bkh no intelligent Man, who reads 
this Book, will be. pet^ied that the Author hath pro- 
ved a Jot better, than the uninterrupted Succeffion of 
Topes, from St. Peter down to his prefent Holinefs, is 

proved 
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Proved by the learned Antiquaries of It sly. If this 
AS of Recognition be urged, as it ibmetimes is, to fhew 
the declared Senfe of /A* A&r« Eftates of the Kingdom, 
which Declaration was obtained, it JeemS, in an Hurry, 
iince the AS was read three Times in one Houfe the 
fame Day ; the declared Senfe c£ the three Eftates, not 
pronounced in an Hurry, but after the mod (olemn De- 
. bates and Conferences, may be urged with much greater 
Weight in Favour of our frefent Settlement. If this 
AS of Recognitions notwithftandmg what hath been ob- 
jected, be urged as a Law, which had the Aflent of a 
King, in Oppofition to the Proceedings of the Conven- 
tion, by which King William and Queen Mary were 
railed to the Throne ; the Anfwer is obvious and con- 
clufive. The Circumftances of the two Cafes are very 
different ; but when they come to be weighed in a hvt 
Ballance, Thofe, which attended the Settlement of die- 
Crown on the Revolution, will be found at fcaft as con- 
formable to Reafon, to Law, and ta Practice, as Thofe, 
which attended the Efiablifhraent of the Stuart Fa* 
mil j. Queen Elizabeth defign'd King James the ift 
to be her Succeflbr ; the Nation concurrM to make Him 
fo ; neither She nor They paid any Regard to the Law, 
which flood in his Way. Their Reaibns for acting hi 
this Manner are eafy to be difcover*d in the Hiftory of 
t^at Time ; and on the fame Authority We may cer- 
tainly conclude, that They would not have acted in 
this Manner, if King James had been, like his Mo- 
ther, aprofefs'dPapiJt. Thus He got into the Throne 5 
and when he was there, He got, like other Kings, fuch 
a Title, as He chofe to ftand upon, agnized, or recog~ 
nixed, by his Parliament- The Settlement at the Re- 
volution was made by a Convention of the Lords Sfiritu- 
' al and Temporal, and a full and free Reprefentative of 
the whole Body of the People. When King William and 
Queen Mary were once fettled on the Throne, this Set- 
tlement was continued and coniirm'd by an Aflemblage 
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of all the legijlatkv Power's. He, who will dirpute the 
Validity of thefe Proceedings, mull fliew therefore 
Jirft of all, what hath never yet been fhewn, (no, not 
by the Author I have fo often quoted) the Invalidity of 
the Proceedings of thofe Parliaments, which railed Ed- 
ward the 3d and Henrj the 4th to the Throne ; which 
were calTd as irregularly, though by Writs in the 
Names of Edward the id and Richard the 2d, as it 
can be pretended that the Convention was. * He mud 
fhew the Invalidity of the Proceedings even of that 
Jfflembfy by which Charles the 2d was callM home, 
till their Proceedings became valid by a fiibfequent 
Confirmation. He muft fhew farther, how any of 
the Laws of the Princes of the Houfe of Lancafier 
came to be conftantly received and executed, a little 
better than the Author of hereditary Right affined 
hath done, by afiuring us on this Word, that it was by 
the Sufferance of Edward the 4/^, and his Succsffors; 
and the Approbation of the People- He muft account 
for the Continuance in Force of the Laws of Richard 
the 3d, and of Henry the 7th, a little better than the 
fame Author does, by the Deficiency of Henry the 
Jeventtfs Title, (which, upon another Occafion, He 
magnifies, though upon This He affirms it to 
have been no better than That of' Richard the 3d.} 
and by the -great Refpecl of Henry the 8th for 
his Father. When this hath been once fhewn, it will 
be Time to think of a Reply. In the mean while, We 
will obferve that befides the Paffion and Party Spirit, 
which poffeis almoft all Thofe, who write on this Sub- 
ject, there is a Diftinclion, which fhould be conftantly 
made in Cafes of this Nature, and which They never 
make, or never make exactly enough. They compare 
the Proceedings, withaut comparing the Situations. 
Necejpty and Self-Prefervatien are the great Laws of 
Nature, and may well difjpenfe with the ftridl Obfcrva- 
tion of the common Forms of any particular Conftitu^ 
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tion. Either the Convention mud have fallen into the 
Abfurdities I have already menrion'd; or have call'd 
back King James, which would have been flill a 
.greater Ablurdity; or have left this Country in ab^ 
folute Anarchy; or done what They did. What 
They did, was done as near as poffibly to the Spirit of 
our Conftitution, the Forms of our Laws, and the Ex- 
amples of firmer Times. They had the Merit ; their 
Pofterity hath the Benefit; my He, who would fay 
that They had the Guilt 9 not the Merit, muft ftill allow 
that their Pofterity hath the Benefit, without fharing the 
Guilt ; and, upon the whole Matter, I fhall venture to 
aflert that He, who fcruples, or pretends to fcruple, at 
this Time, the Validity of our prefent Conftitution, is no 
wifer, or clfe no honefter, than He would be, who 
ihouli fcruple, or pretend to fcruple, the Validity of 
Magna Charta. I have often wifh'd that fomc profound 
Antiquary, of much Iyeiiure, would write an elaborate 
Treatifejp aflert royal Prerogative againft the great Char- 
ter, as well as hereditary Right againft the Revolution. 
I am perfuaded, that He would fucceed alike in both. 
Why, indeed, mould a Charter, extorted by Force, 
and therefore vicious in its Principle, ftand on a better 
Foot, or have more Regard paid to it, than a Settle- 
ment made in Oppofi tion to a divine, and therefore in- , 
defea%able Right? I fay, and therefore iniefeaxahle \ 
becaufe if it be not proved to be fomething more than 
human, it will hardly be proved indefeazable. But I 
quit this Subject; upon which, perhaps, you may 
think I have fpent my Time as ill, 3s I mould have 
done, if I had preach'd againft the Koran at PauPs. 
It is Time to fpeak of the Motives of Intereft, by which 
We are bound, as well as by the Tyes of Duty, to 
- fiipport the prefent Conftitution. 

Upon this Head, a few Words will be fufficient ; 
ftnee I prefume that no Prejudices can be ftrong enough 
to create much Diveriity of Opinion, in a Cafe fo'very 
clear, and capable of being ftated fo fliortly. Whether 
•the Revolution alter'd our old Conftitution for the better, 
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or renewed it, and brought it back to the Jfrft Princi- 
ples, and nearer to the primitive Inftitution, lhall not 
be difputed here. I think the latter, and every Man 
mult think that Me or the other was neceflary, who 
corriiders, in the firft Place, how the Majefty and 
^Authority of the Prince began to fwell above any 
Pitch, proportionable to the Rank of chief Magijf rate, 
or fupreme Head, in a free State ; by how many Arts 
the Prerogative of the Croton had been ftretch'd, and 
how many Precedents, little favourable to Liberty, had 
been fet, even before the Accefficn of the Scotijb Line ; 
and who confiders*, iu the next Place, the direct Ten- 
dency, confirmed by Experience, of thofe Principles of 
Government, fo frequently mention'd, which compofed 
an avow'd Syftem of Tyranny, and eftablifli'd Slavery 
as a political, a moral, and a religious Obligation ; 
which King James the I ft was too fucceSful in clte- 
blifhing ; but neither He, nor his Defendants were able 
to purfue. What thefe Confiderations made neceflary, 
was done at the Revolution ; at leaft, ib far as to put it 
into our Power to do the Reft. A Spirit of Liberty, 
tranfmitted down from our Saxon Anccftors, and the 
unknown Ages of our Government, prelerved itfelf. 
through one almoft continual Struggle, againft the 
Ufurpations of our Princes, and the Vices of our People i 
and They, whom neither the Plantagenets, nor the 
Tudors could enflave, were incapable of fuiFering their 
Rights and Privileges to be ravifhM from Them by the 
Stuarts. They bore with the laft King of this unhappy 
Race, till it was mameful, as it mull have been fatal, 
to bear any longer; and whilft They aflerted their 
Liberties, They refuted and anticipated, by their 
Temper and their Patience, all the Objections, which 
foreign and domeftick Abettors of Tyranny are apt to 
make againft the Conduct of our Nation towards their 
Kings. Let us juftify this Conduct, by perfifting in 
it, and continue to ourfelves the peculiar Honour of 
maintaining the Freedom of our Gothick Lift itut ion of 
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Government, when fo many other Nations, who en- 
joy'd the fame, have loft theirs. 

If a divine, indefeazable, hereditary Right to govern 
a Community be once acknowledged, a Right indepen- 
dent of the Community, and which vefts in every fuc- 
ceffive Prince immediately on the Death of his Prede- 
cefTor, and previoufly to any Engagement taken on his 
Part towards the People; if the People once acknow- 
ledge Themfelves bound to fuch Princes by the Tyes 
of Pa/Jive Obedience and NonReJjftance, by an Alle- 
glance unconditional, and not reciprocal to Protection ; 
if a Kind of oral Law, or my ft er tons Cabbala, which 
PhariJees of the black Gown and the long Robe are al- 
ways at Hand to report and interpret, as a Prince 
denies, be once added, like a Supplemental Code, to 
the known Laws of the Land; then, I iky, fuch 
Princes have the Power, if not the Right, given Them, 
of commencing Tyrants; and Princes, who have the 
Power, are prone to think that They have the Right. 
Such was . the State of King and People before the Revo- 
lution. By the Revolution, and the Settlement fince 
made, this State hath received confiderable Alterations. 
A King of Britain is now, ftriclly and properly, 
what Kings mould always be, a Member, but the 
fupreme Member, or the Head of a political Body. 
Part of one individual, - fpecifick Whole, in every 
Refpect, diftinft from it, or independent of it, in none; 
He can move no longer in another Orbit from his 
People, and, like "feme fuperior Planet, attract, repel, 
influence, and direct their Motions by his own. He 
and They are Parts of the fame Syitem, intimately 
join'd and co-operating together, acting and acted 
upon, limiting and limited, controuling and controurd 
by one another ; and when He ceafes to ftand in this 
Relation to Them, He ceafes to (land in any. The" 
Settlements, by Virtue of which He governs, are plainly 
original Contrails. * His Inflitution is plainly conditional; 
and He may forfeit hisjtight to Allegiance, as undo 

niaWy 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



96 fbe Craftsman. ^394. 

niably and effectually, as the Subject may forfeit his 
Right to FroteRion. There are no longer any hidden 
Jtcferves of Authority, to be let out on Occafion, and 
to overflow the Rignts and Privileges of the People. 
The Laws of the Land are known ; and they are the 
4ble Springs, from whence the Prince can derive his 
Pretentions, and the People theirs. It would be to no 
Purpofe to illuftrate any farther a Matter, which begins 
$o be fo well underftood ; or to defcend into a more 
particular Enumeration of the Advantages, that refult* 
or may refult, from our prefent Settlement. No Man, 
who does not prefer Slavery to Liberty, or a more 
precarious Security to a better, will declare for fuch a 
Government, as our national Divifions, and a long 
Courfe, fcldom interrupted, of improvident Complai- 
fance to the Crown, had enabled Jung James the 2d 
to efteblifh againft fuch a Government as was intended 
by the fubfequent Settlements ; and if there be any fuch 
Man, I declare that 1 neither write to Him, nor for 
Him. 

2 may aflume therefore, without fearing to be accused 
of begging the Queftion, that the Conftltution, under 
which We now live, is preferable to That, which 
prevail'd at any Time before the Revolution. We arc 
arrived, after many Struggles, after a Deliverance al- 
moft miraculous, and fuch an one as no Nation hath 
Reafon to expect twice, and after having 'made fome 
honeft Improvements on the Advantages of our new 
Conftitution, very near to that full Security, under 
which, Men, who are free and follicitous to continue 
fo, may fit. down, not without Watchfulnefs, (for 
That is never to be fuffer'd to relax, under fuch a 
Government as ours) but without Anxiety. The Sum 
therefore of all thefe Difoourfes, and of all our Exhor- 
tations to one another, is, and ought to be, that We 
fliould not flop lhort in fo important a Work. It waa 
begun at the Revolution ; but He, who thinks it was 
jperfecled then, or hath been perfected fince, will find 
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flirafejf ve*y much tniftaken. The foundations wen? 
Jaid then. We proceeded for fame Time after That, li]^ 
the 7^/ in rebuilding their Temple. We carried on 
the holy Work wkh one Hand* and held our Swow 
in the pther to. defend it. That Diftradion, that 
Danger u oyer, and We betray the Caufe of Liberty 
wit^t any Colour ofExcufe, if We do not compleat 
the glorious Building, 'which will )&, to Ages ycf 
remote, if Jt be once finiir/d, and will 'moulder away 
and ralj into jLuins, if it remain longer 'w this imper r 
jfedSuje. \ 

Now, that We may fee the better how to proceed 
in the Quite of Liberty, to -compleat the Freedom, 
and to iecure the Duration of oar frefent Conftitution^ 
it will be of Ufe, J ^hink, to ronfider what Obftaclea 
lye, or may hereafter lye, in our Way, and of what 
Nanire that Opposition is, or may hereafter be, whicfc 
We inay expedl to meet. In order to 7*his, Jet u* 
once more analyfe our political Diviuons; Thoie ? 
which may poffibly exift now, or hereafter, as We 
did Thofe, which were, form'd at the Revolution. 

One fejtb/e Divifien then is That of Men angry with 
the Government, and yet refolved to maintain the Con* 
fiitution. This may Lie the Cafe at any Time; unc^r 
the prefer, .wife virtuous, and triumphant Admim,- 
ftration ; and therefore to be fure at any other. 

A fecond pojfible Divifion is That of Men averie tp 
the Government, becaufe They are fo to the Conjlitu- 
tion, which I tjkiwk can never be the Cafe of many ; 
pr averse to the Confutation, becaufe They are fo to 
*he G^ernment, which I think may be the Cafe pf 
more. Both o/Thefe tend to the fame Point. One 
wcluld fobvert the Government that They might 
change &e Confttiution* The other would . (aerifies 
the Conjiitntion, that T fl€ y W£ht fubvert the Govern- 
ment. 

A third pojfible Divifion, and I leek no more, if 
That of Men attach'd to the Government i or, . to fpeafc 
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more properly, to the Pcrfons of Tbofe, who govern ? 
or, to (peak more properly ftDl, to the Power, Profit* 
or Protection They acquire by the Favour of tbefe 
Terfins ; but Enemies to the Conftitution. 

Now, as to the firft and fecmd of- tbefe pofftble Divi- 

Jlons, if there be any fuch among us, I do not appre- 
hend that We are at prefent, or can be hereafter, in 
much Danger ; or that the Caufe of Liberty can meet 
with much Oppofition from Them; though, the 
ftamd have certainly Views, more likely to bring 
Slavery upon us, than to promote Liberty ; and though 
Prudence requires that We fhould be on our Guard 
againft £tf£. Thefirfl, indeed, might hope to unite 
even the Bulk of the Nation to Them, in a weak and 
oppreffixe Reign. If Grievances mould grow intofe- 
Table under fomc Prince as yet unborn; if Redrefs 
mould become absolutely defperate; if Liberty kfelf 
ihould be in imminent Peril ; tnc Nature of our Cm- 
JhttrttM would juftify the Refinance, that We ought to 
believe well enough ofPofteritjr to permade ourielves 
would be made in fuch an Exigency. But without 
fuch an Exigency, particular Men would flatter 
Tnemfelves extremely, if They hoped to make the 
Natbn angry, becaufc They were fo» Private Motives 
can never influence Numbers. When a Nation revolts, 
the Injury is national. This Cafe therefore is remote, 
Improbable* nay impoffibk, under the Lenity, Juftice 
and heroical Spirit ef the prefent Government % and if 
I mention'd fucb an imaginary Party, it was only done 
that I might omit none, which can be nippofaL 
TheProjeclsof the fetond Divifiog, dated int»cfame 
hypothetical Manner, are furely too extravagant, and 
their Defignt too wicked, to be dangerous. Difputes 
may arife hereafter, in fome diftant Time, about 
Mmifiers, perhaps about Kings ; but I perfuade myfelf 
that ibis Conftitution will be, as it ought to be always, 
^liftkiguiih'd from, and preferred to b$tb, by the 

^Britjjb Nation. Rcafens mutt arife iaftocefi of Time, 
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from the very Nature of Man, to oppofe Minjflers and 
.Kings too; but none can arifc, in the Nature of 
♦Things, to oppofe fitch a Conftitutkn as ours. Better, 
Mimfters, better Kings, may be hereafter often wanted, 
and ibmetimeS found ,' but a better eonftituted Grtiw 
mtnt never can. "Should there be therefore fttH any 
foch Men, as We here fuppofe, among us, They can* 
not expect, if They are in their Senfes, a national Con* 
currence; and furely a little Reflection will fare to 
fhew Them, that the fame Reafons, which make Them 
weaker sow than They were fome Years ago, muft 
make Them weaker feme Years hence than They are 
now. - - 

As to the third Divifim, if any foch there be, it is 
in That our greateft, and almoft our whole Danger 
centers. The Others cannot overthrow, but Wefe may 
undermine our Liberty. Capable of being admitted 
into Power, in all Courts, and more likely than other 
Men to be ib in every Court, except the prefcnt, 
{whofe approved Penetration and fbotfefc Innocence 
gives a certain Exclufion to Them,} They may prevent 
any Jarther Securities from being procured to Liberty^ 
till Thofe already eftablilhM are diffolved, or perverted. 
Since then our principal Danger muft in all Times arife 
from Thofe, who belong to this Dfoifien, it is neceflary 
jo fhew, before We conclude thefe DiJcourfes, by 
what Means Jueh Mm may cany on their pernicious 
Defigns with Effect, and by what Means They may 
be defeated. Thefe Coniideratkms will lead us to fix 
that Point, wherein Men of all Denominations ought 
ito unite, and do unite, and to ftate the fok Diftinction 
of Parties, which can be made with Truth, at this 
Time, amongft us* O* 
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7&* fame Sub] eft continued. 

9i CALEB D'ANVERS, Efy> 

S I 2?, . 

[T may be ask*d, perhaps, how Men* 
who are Friend* to a Government, can 
b£ Enemies at the ft me Time to the 
Co%ftitkthn± tftxm Which /^f Govern^ 
mm k (bunded, fiat the Anfwtr Will 
be 4aty, tf We confitter thefe tw* 
Thing*; M| t&t true lMhflftton, fo often confounded 
. Jti Writing, and alrnoft always in Gmverfetkm, b*. 
tweeh Conftitmion and Government. My CtnftituHo* 
We mean, whenever Wte fjteak with Propriety and 
Exaanefs* that Affembkgfc of Laws, Indications and 
Cufloms, derived from certain nVd Principles of Reafon* 
directed to certain fix f d Objedto itf publick 13dod, that 
compofe the general Syftfem, according to which thfe 
Community hath agreed to be governed. By Given* 
ment We mean, whenever We fpeak in the fame 
Manner, that particular Tenor ofCdndact, which a 
chief Magiftrate* and inferior Magiftrates, under his 
Direction and Influence, hold in the Adjttinittration af 
publick Affairs. We call This a good Government, when 
the Execution of the Laws,, the Obfervation of the 
Ihftitutions and Cufloms, in fhort, the whole Admini- 
Aration of publick Affairs is wifely purfued, and with 
a flrift Confcbrmity to the Principles and Objccls of the 

Conftitution. 
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ConJHtution. We call ic a bad Government, when it h 
adminiller'd on other Principles, and directed to other 
Gtyects, either wickedly or weakly, either by obtain* 
iog new Laws, which want this Conformity, or by 
perverting old exes, which had it. And when *This d 
done without Law, or in open Violation of the Law, 
We term it z tyrannical Government. In a Word, and 
to bring This home to our own Cafe, Conftitsttion is 
-the. Rak, .by which our Princes ought to govern, at 
all Times; Government is That, by which They 
actually do govern, at any particular Time. One may 
remain immutable; the ether may, and as human. 
Nature is conftituted, muft vary. One is the Criterion, 
by which We arc to try the other % for furely We 
have a Right to do fo, fince if We are to live in Sub* 
ejection to the Government of our Kings, our Kings 
are to govern in Subjection to the Conftitutien ; and the 
Conformity, or Non-Conformity of their Government 
to it, prescribes the Meafure of our. Submiffion to 
Them, according to the Principles of the Revolution, 
and of our frefent Settlement*, in both of which, 
though fome remote Regard was had to Blood, yet 
.the Preservation of iheConftitution mani&ftly deter- 
mined the Community to the Choice then made of 
the Perfons, -jfrho mould govern. Another Thing to 
.be coniider'd as This. When Perfons are fpoken of as 
Friends to the (government, and Enemies to the Conftitu- 
thn, the Term Friendjbip is a little proftituted, in 
Compliance with common Ufage. Such Men are 
really incapable of Fnendlhip ; for real Friendfhip can 
never exift among Thofe, who have baniuVd Virtue 
and Truth* They have no Affection to any but Them* 
folves ; no Regard to any Intereft, except their own. 
Their fole Attachments are fuch as I mention'd in the 
lad Paper ; Attachments to Power and Profit; and when 
They have contracted a Load of Infamy and Guilt, in 
the Purfuit of Thefc, an Attachment to that Protection, 
'which js Efficient to procure Them Appearances of 
v.* 7 I 3 Confiieration, 
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Cohfiderrtidn, trad rdel firtptmityv. They ItWy beat 
the Semblance of Aft&km to their Prince^ and «f Zeal 
•for his Government ; but They, who are fidfe to thfe 
Caiife of therr Couhtry, will not be true to any other; 
*nd the very fame MM/hr*, whocaealte ids Mafor % s 
Throne on the Ruins of ^ifCmftitufkfi, 'tint He may 
%ovcrh without QaytrouJ, or mine without Danger, 
would do the Reverfe of This if any Tarn of A**fs 
Enabled Him to coftipomri, h* that Manner, the better 
fcrHimfelf. 

Under a Prince therefore tolerably boneft, <or tola*. 
My wife, fuch Men at Thefe will have no great Sway ; 
aft lea*, They will not hoW it long. Such a Prince Will 
tnow, that to tmiteHirtfelf to Them, is to disunite 
Hhnfelf from his People, and that Me makes a fttrpid 
Bargain, if He prefers Trick to Pcfficy, Expedient to 
Syftero, * and a Cabal to the Nation. Rea&ft aaod Exp*. 
rience will teach Him th* * Fringe, Xvho does fo, naruft 
govern weakly, ignommiotffly and precariowfly ; Whilft 
He, who engages all the Hearts, and employs aH the 
Heads and Hands of bisPfeopte, governs with Strength, 
with Splendour^ and with Safety* and is fore of rifh% 
to a Degree of abiblufie Power, by tnamtainmg Libmj, 
which the moft fuecefsftd Tyrant conld never Teach, by 
imporlng Slawry. But how few Men (and Princes, ty 
their Leaves, are Men) have been found in Times pa/t, 
or can be hoped for m Times to come* cstpaja^ ot go- 
verning by fuch Arts as Thefe? Some cannot ^propofe 
the Ends, ncrSome employ the Means; for Some are 
wjeked, and Some are weak. This general Divifxon 
runs through the whole Race of Mankind; of the 
•Multitudes defighM to obey, and of the Few defigtfd 
to govern. It was this Depravity of Multitudes, as 
well as their mutual Wants, which obliged Men firft 
to enter into Societies, to depart from their natural 
Liberty, and to fubjecY Themfelves to Government. It 
was this Depravity of the Few.^which » often the 
greater, becaufe born no better than other. Men, They 

axe 
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twr e&ftftted Worfc) which rjblig*d Men tie* to fcb- 
je& Gtoetmmt to ConftimtAn* : that They night pre- 
fervcfocial, When They gave a* mftral Liberty, and 
•»e* fceoppitfs^l by«fchrafy Will. Jftpmay have 
preceded Lawgivers** for aught Stay*), or have poftWy 
been thejfr/ Latvgivtr*, aid ft******** fy 9?l Jum 
'been eftablflh'd before &*****/. '£• Coxfowrim* 
ttefeut might reign tt **£**/> and tmjtim &< Sparta, 
k*g before &>Z«r gave Laws to *tr, Unci Ljcwrgus to the 
■arthr of thefe Cities. jASisJj had feWMsrn'd •£#»#, We 
know, and C^>A had ftcceeded *"%/, lt*ig before 
•the Decemviri compiled a Body of Lffiv? and tivzSaxom 
had rlfcirMefliardis before &fe*r, though the Saxon 
Laws went under his Name. Thefe *nd a thoo&nd 
other fnrbnees 1 of the feme Kind will never fem to 
prove What mf Lord JKzm» werfd prove by them $ 
ft&at Monarchies &*** M/*A kh * other Gov ernment) , 
by a ffeceiiift La&, or Qtmptit ; that «he original 
-Sobmiffion to Them wnnatnrMl, lite the Obedience of 
a CW# to his ?/fr^j 5 and that dBtginnteto Uteikat* 
Monarch s is the Wor*k of the law of Natnr*. B* t 
That, which thefe Examples prove wry pkrirJy is, 
that however Meti. might firbmit voluntarily in the 
primitive Simplicity of earfy Ages, or befubjededhy 
Cbftqoeft, to a Government withocft *€<mjHtutron 9 yet 
ITiey were* never long in difcovermg that * to Hoe Sy 
one Man's Will became the Caufe of all Men's Mi/try 5 
and therefore They 4bon rejefied the Yoke, or made it 
fit eafy on their Kecks. They inftituted Common- 
wealths, or They limited Monarchies ; and here began 
that Straggle between the Spirit of Liberty and the 
Spirit of Dominion, which always hath fubfifted, and, 
that We may not flatter onrfelves nor others, muft 
always, fubfiftb except in thofe Instances, of which the 

■ " ■ 1 ■■ ■ ■'■■■ I n' ■ ■ f ■ 

t Jrgum, in the Cafe of the Poftnati. 
* Heotefi Bccles, Pol. L. I. Seel. 10. ,' 
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.moll anient HMtoricsfurniih fo few, the Reigns of a 
5i/w, or a Tf4ja*i I for it might took like Flattery to 
quote the prefot moft aufpicjous Reigu> . 

To govern a Society of Freemen by iCenftitotiom* 
founded on the eternal Rules of right Reaibn, and di- 
jcclcd to promote the Happiness of the whole, and of 
every Individual,- is the aohleft P rerogativ e;, which can 
belong to Humanity * and if Man nay be laid, with- 
out Prophanene&t to imitate God. in any Cafe, This is 
the Cafe. But fore I am, He imitates the Devil, who 
it b 6r from promoting the Happineft of others, that 
He makes his own Happinefs to coniift in the 
Mifery of others; who governs by no Rule .but That 
if Us Paffions, whatever Appearand, He is forced 
iametimetto pat on; who endeavours to corrupt the 
Inaeoent, and to enflave the ftoe; whofe Birfnefi is 
to (educe, or betray ; whole Pkafure.is to damn; and 
whofe Triumph is to torment, Odious and execrable 
as this Chara&er is, it is the Ghara&er of every Prince, 
who makes Ufe of his Power to fubvert, or even to 
weaken that Conftitution, which ought to be the Rule 
.of his Government. When fuch a Prince fills a Throne 
with fuperior Parts, Liberty is in the utmoft. Peril; 
nor does the Danger diminifh in Proportion, if He 
happens to want them. Such Men as We are now 
•IP fpeak- of (Friends to the Government and Enemies U 
the Conftitution) will be always at Hand to fupply his 
Defc&s ; for as They are the willing Instruments of a 
wicked Prince, They are the ready Prompters of a 
weak one* They may fink into the Mate of the People, 
and disappear in a good and a wife Reign, or work 
Tbemfelves into Power under falfe Colours. Sed Genus 
jmmorta/e manet. Their Race will continue as long as 
•Ambition and Avarice prevail in the World; and them 
will be bad Citizens as long as there are bad Men. 
"^The Good ought therefore to be always on their Guard 
tgainft Them, and whatever DifguifeThcy aflame, 
whatever Veils They call over their Conduit, They 

win 
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will neve* be able to deeefre Thofe long, who obfcrve 
confbntly the DU&rence between Csnftilutm and Ga* 
vetnment, and who have Virtue enough to prefer the 
Caufe of the firmer, ho* unprofitable foe vet it may be 
at all Times, arid how unpopular fb*ver at feme.——* 
Bat I rarftbte too lerig in general. It is high Time I 
mould cohie to" thole particular Meafores, by which 
Ihe Men I have defcribtd are moft likely to carry on 
their Defigns againft our Gmftitufan i after which I 
fhall &f fomethiilg of the Methods, by which alone 
their Deftgns may be prevented. 6* Will be defeated, if 
.a totiml Um* oftfeie Idelt by ftch Method* ai 
Tfcefe, m Time, to them. 

tf oW, that I may do Hlk the bitter, and make What 
I have td fey the more fetKlbly felt, give me Leave to 
feppofe (though I fpeak of a remote Time; arid fuch art 
one as We ought td hope wiO never come) that our na- 
tional Gktumftanees will be jail the feme as they are 
flow, and- otir Ctnftitutio* as far diftant as- it now is 
from that Point of PeWWItonj to Which the Revolution 
Gdght to have brought It, might have brought it, and 
hath given the Nation a Right to expeft that it (hottld 
fee brought. The Completion of that glorious Delive- 
rance is flill ir»p*rfe£, after five and forty Years 
fWtwithffcmdirtg the Hope! theft given, the Engage- 
ments thftitftteft) ahtl the Oppottonhie*, that have 
fincearifen* How This hath happened, by what Arts 
this Jafti** to the Ctofttt*tlo7i hath been hitherto 
evaded, fometiflfca in Favour of one Government, and 
ibmetlme* in Favour df another, might eafily be lhewn> 
and proved too, beyond CbntradiaioA. But I had 
rather *3thorV than reproach % and efpteially at a, 
Time* when a ftrong Tendency appears among Men of 
all Denominations to fuch a iMimal Union as wii 
fetieftually obtain the compkat Settlement of our Con- 
jtitutkn* which hath been lb long delayed, if it be 
IwnefUy^ prndently and vigoroofly improved. 

It is certain theft that if ever fuch 'Men as caH Then* 
ftlvts Friends to the Government ^ but are real Emmies 

to 
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to the Cenftitution, Ihould prevail, They will make it a 
Capital Point of their wicked Policy to keep up * ft anting 
Army. Falfe Appearances of Reaibn for it will saver 
be wanting, as long as there are Pretenders to the 
Crown; though nothing can be more abfiud than to 
employ, in Defence of Liberty, an Instrument fo often 
employed to deftroy it ; tho' nothing can be more abfurd 
than to maintain, that any Government ought to make 
nfe of the fame Expedient to fupport itfelf, as another 
Government, on the Ruins of which this Government 
flands, was fubverted for ufing i though nothing can be 
(roved more manifefUy by Experience than thefc 
two Propoiitions ; that Britain is enabled, by her Situ- 
ation, to fupport her Government, when the Bulk of 
her People are for it, without employing any means u> 
confiftent with her Conftitution ; and that the Bulk of 
the People are not only always for the Government, when 
the Government fupports the Conftitution, but are even 
hard and flow to be detach'd from it, when the Govern- 
ment attacks, or undermines the Conftitution ; and when 
They are by Coniequence botk-juftify'd in refitting, and 
even obligM in Conference to refill the Government. 
. I have heard k argued lately, that Pretenders abroad 
are a Security at home; and that a Government, czpoCei 
to their Attacks, will never venture to attack the Cin- 
ftitution. I have been told too, that thefe Notions were 
jentertain'd by Some, who drew many political Confe* 
fluences from them at the Revolution. But if any of 
fhofe Perfons are (till alive, I perfuade myfelf that They 
Jiave aker-d this Opinion; fincefucha Situation will 
fumifli, at all Times, Pretences of Danger ; fince 
Pretences of Danger to a Government, whether real or 
imaginary, will be always urged with Plaufibility, and 
generally with Succeis, for obtaining new Powers, or 
for (training old ones; and fince whilft Thole, who 
paean well to the Government, are impofed upon by Thofc, 
who mean ill to the Conftitution, all true Concern for the 
iattor is loft in a mjftaken Zeal fa the firmer, and the 
. #n*# 
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mod important is ventured td Arc the leaft important; 
when neither jonenor the other would have been expofed, 
if falfe Alarms had not been rafhly and too implicitly; 
taken, or iT true Alarms had not given unneceflary 
Strength to the Government, at the Expence of weaken- 
ing the Conftitution. 

1 Notwithftanding what hath been laid, I do not ima- 
gine that an Army would be employ M by tbefe Men, 
directly and at firft, againft the Nation, and national 
Liberty. I am fo far from thinking that any Men can 
strife, m future Times, capable of attempting, in this 
Manner, what fome Men in our Age, who call Them- 
felves Fftends to the Government, have been fb weak 
and fo impudent as to avow in Print, and publifh to 
the Nat/on. To deftroy Britijb Liberty, with an Army 
*f Britons, is not a Meafore fo fure of Succefs, as fome 
People may believe. Tt corrupt the Parliament is a 
flower, but might prove a more effectual Method, and 
two or three hundred Mercenaries in the two Houfes, if 
They could be lifted there, would be more fatal to the 
ConjHtution than ten Times as many Thoufends in Red 
and hi Blue out of them. Parliaments are the true 
Guardians of Liberty, For This principally They 
were inftituted ; and This is the principle Article of 
that great and noble Truft, which the colkfthre Body 
of the People of Britain repoies in the Rcprefentative. 
But then no Slavery can be fo efe&ually Drought and 
fix'd upon us, as Parliamentary Slavery. By the Cor- 
ruption of ParUanant, and the abfolute Influence of a 
Jfing, or his Minijhr, on the two Hott/es, We return 
into that State, to deliver or fecure us from which Par~ 
iiaments were inftituted, and are really govern'd by the 
arbitrary Will of one Man* Our whole Conftitution is 
at once diflblved. Many Securities to Liberty are pro- 
vided; but the Integrity, which depends on the free- 
dom and the Independency of Parliament, is the Key- 
Hone, that keeps the whole together. If This be fhak- 
0h our Cmsfiitution totters. If it be quite removed, 

our 
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our Conftitutien fells into Ruin. Tto* aobfe Fabriefc 
the Pride of firitain, the Envy of her Neighbour?, 
raifed by the Wwur of Jo many Centuries, repajr'd at 
the Expence of Jo many Millions, and cemented by 
{uch a Piofufion of Blood ; that noble fabrjek, I fey, 
which was able to refill the united Efforts of jo rnany 
{laces of Gyants, may be 4«mpU(h'd by a Race of 
Pygmies, The Integrity of PartianwU is a ftnd of 
Palladium, a tutelary Gqd4eJs, who prote&s oar S*We t 
When She isonce removed, We may become the Prey 
- of any Enemies. No Jgamemmn f no Achilles will be 
wanted to take our City, Tberfitet bimfelf will be 
iufficient for fuch a Cpnqueft. But I need not dwell 
any longer on this Subject. These is no Man, who 
thinks at all, and can fail to fee the feveral fetal Confer 
quences, which will neoeflarily flow frorn this out 
Source, whenever it fhall be open'd. If the jteafen 
of the Thing does not ftrike Him enough, Experience 
•jnuft. The fingle Reign of Henri the 8th will ferve 
to (hew that no Tyranny can be more fevere than 
That, which is exercifed by a Concert with Par Ha- 
mentsj that arbitrary Will may be made the fok Rule 
of Government, even whijft the Names and Forms of a 
free Canfiitntion axe preferved ; that for a Pritue % or his 
Mifiijler, to become our Tyrant, there is no Need to 
abolifh Parliaments % there is no Need that He, who it 
Mailer of one Part of the Legiflature, fhoujd endeavour 
lo abolilb^he other two % when He can ufe, upon every 
jOccafion, the united Jbength of the wholes there is no 
J^eed He fhpuld pe a Tyrant in the Gro& 9 when He 
can be fo in Detail, nor in Name, when He can be 4b in 
£ge£i ; that for Parliaments to eftablifh Tyranny, there is 
no Need therefore to repeal Magna Chart a, or any other 
jpf tthc great Supports of our Liberty. It is enough, if 
.They put Themfclves corruptly and fervikly under the 
Influence of fuch a Prince, or fuch a Minifter. ■ >. 
J0n the whole, I conclude that, in the poffible Cafe 
here frppos'd, the firA and principal Object will be to 

deflrcy 
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deH^oy the Cwfttottim, under Pretence of prefenrin$ 
the Government, by corrupting our Parliaments. I am 
the better founded In concluding that This may happen, 
in fome future Age, by what We may ohferve in Our 
own. There is furery but too much Reafon to expect 
that die Enemies if our Constitution may attempt here- 
after to -govern by Corruption, when We hear and fee 
the Friends and Advocates of owrprefint moft incorrupt 
Mhntfer harangue and fcrfbbfe, in Favour of Corrupioni 
When it is pleaded for and recommended, as a neceflkry 
Expedient of Government, by fome Men of all Ranks 
and Orders i not only by profeffd Hirelings, who write 
that They may eat % but by Men, who have talked 
and written Themferves already out of their native Ob- 
fcurky and Penury, by aflecting Zeal in the Caufe of 
liberty ; not only by fuch as Thefe, but by Men, whole 
Birth, Education and Fortune aggravate their Crime 
and their Folly ; by Men, whom Honour at leaftihould 
reftrain from favouring fo dHhonourable a Caufe; and 
by Men, whofe peculiar Obligation^ to preach up 
Morality mould reftrain Them, at leaft, from being the 
Preachers of an Immorality* above all others, abomina- 
ble in its Nature, and pernicious in Its Effects. 

Tbeje Men are ready, I know, to tell us that the In- 
fluence They plead tor is neceflary to ftrengthen the 
Hands of Thole, who govern ; tnat Corruption ferves 
to oil the Wheels of Government, and to render the 
Admmiftration more fmooth and eafy ; and that it can 
never be of dangerous Confequence, under the prefent 
Father of our Country.-*— Abfurd and wicked Triflers f 
According to Them, vur excellent Conflitution (as one o£ 
your Correfporidents hath obferved extremely well ) is 
no better than a Jumble of incompatible Powers, which 
would Jeparate and fall to Pieces of themfelves, unlefs 
reftrain d and upheld by fuch honourable Methods as 
ffbofe of Bribery and Corruption. They would 
prove r that the form of our Government is defective to a 
Pegree of Riduuleufnefs. But the Ridicule, as well as 
Vol. XII. K the 
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the Jnk[uity, is their qwn. A good Government can- want 
no Power, under the. prefent Conftitxtion. A had one 
may, and it is fit it mould. Popularity is the Expedi- 
ent of one, and "will cfre&ually fupport it. Nothing 
but Corruption can fupport the other. If there was a 
real Deficiency of Tower in the Crown, it ought to be. 
fupply'd,. no Doubt. The old Whimiies ,qf Preroga- 
tive mould not be revived ; but Limitations ought to b? 
taken off, or new Powers to be given. The, Friends of 
Liberty acknowledge that a Ballance of the: Powers, di- 
vided among the three Parts of the Legifature, isreflen- 
tial to bur Confiitution f and neceflary to fupport it. The 
Friends of Liberty therefore would concur, at leaf! to a 
certain Point, with the Friends of the Miniftryi for 
the former are Friends to Order, and Enemies to 
Licence. For Decency's Sake therefore let the Debate 
be put on this Ij!ue. lit it be fuch a Debate- as free- 
men may avow, without blufhing.* To. argue from this 
fiippofed Deficiency of Power in the Crown, in favour 
of a Scheme of Government repugnant to all laws 
divine and human, is fuch an Inftance of abandoned, 
villainous Proflitution, as the moft corrupt Ages never 
faw; and/as will place the prefent, Age, with, infamous 
Pre-eminence, at the Head of them ; unlefs the Nation 
do itfelf. Juflice, and fix the Brand on Thofe, who 
ought alone to bear it.- ..Thus much for the Iniquity 
of the PradUce pleaded for. ' As to the Danger of it, 
let us agree that a Prince, of fuch Magnanimity and 
Juftice as our prefent Monarch, can never be tempted 
by any fordid Motives to forget the recent Obligation, 
which He and his Family have to the Britifh Nation, 
by whom They were made Kings; nor to aim at 
greater Power and Wealth than are confident with the 
Safety of the Conftitution They are intruded to preferve, 
and obliged to fecure. Allowing This to be our pre- 
fent Cafe, (and concerning our prefent Cafe, there are 
not two Opinions, I dare fay, in. the whole Nation) 
yet Hill the Symptoms I have mentioned ftiew that thc^ 

, M . Poifon, 
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£©ifon, with which thefe pretended Friends oftbi Govern- 
ment [, and t^Emmesoftbe.Cfaftitutiopt corrupt the 
florals of MinkijidV hath made .iome Progrefs ; and if 
^MsProfrefs be not immediately check'd by proper Anti- 
dotes, and the Ityver of poifoning taken from tbefe 
Emperfrfo, the^Difeafe will grow incurable. The lafi: 
difmal Effedl of it may not, or if you pleafe, cannot 
happen in this Reign ; but it may, nay it mull happen 
in iome other, unlefs We prevent" it effectually and fooq ; 
and what Seafon^more proper to prevent it in, anfLto 
compleat the Security of dur lijertiv, than the Reigtt; 
of a Prince, for whom the Nation Hath- done fo milch, 
and from whom by Confequence the Nation hath a 
Right to .expfett fb jnuch? Kirig Wilfi'am d diver's us 
from Popery and Slavery. There was Wifdom in his 
Councils, and Fortitude in his Conduct. He fleer'd 
through many real Difficulties' at home, and He fought 
our. Battles abroad; and yet thpfe Points, of Security, 
which had been negle&ed/ or not Efficiently provided 
for, in the Honey-moon of hia. Acceffion* were continu- 
ally preis'd updn'Him, during the Whole Courfe of hts 
Reign. . The* Men, who'prfciVd them, Were call'd J a* 
cobites, Tories, Republicans , and Incendiaries too, not 
from the Throne indeed, but by the Clamour of Thofe, 
who mew'd gre*t Indifference at leafl for the Conftitution, 
whilft They afre&ed great Zeal for the Government* 
They fuccecded however in Part, and We enjoy <the 
Benefit of their Succefs. If They did not fucceedin 
the whole i if "the. Settlement neeeflary t*> fccure ou* 
Liberty* and therefore intended at the Revolution, be no( 
yet compleat ; let us be perfuaded, and let us act on, 
that Perfuafion, that the Honour of com plea ting it was 
referved to crown the Glories of the prefent Reign. To 
finifh the great Work, which King fVWiam began, of 
eftablifhing the Liberties of Britain on firm and durable; 
Foundations, mull be : rep*jted an Honour furely j and. 
to whom can this Honour belong mo*e juftly than to a 
Prince, whcKemulateain fo remarJuble a Manner all the 
other heroick Virtues of his renowned Predecfffbr ? O. 
K 2 T,H E 
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CRAFSMAN 

EXTRAORDINARY; 

IN WHICH 

The Right of the People to frb^ 
O^ent Elections of their jfo- 
frefentatives is fully confidertl. 

Te Caleb D'Anveis, Efqi 
SIR, 

% P it was poffiblc for any Man, who fcatk 
f the kaft Knowledge ot oor ConlHtution, 
" to doubt in good Earned whether the 
Prefervation of fubluk Freedom depends 
on the Prefervation of Parliamentary 
Freedom, his Doubts might be removed 
and his Opinion decided, one would imagine, fay ' this 
(ingle, obvious Remark; that all the Defigns of our 
Princes againft Liberty, fince Parliaments began to be 
eftabii&'don thcModd mil fubfiftwg, have been di- 
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rt&ed cokftaatfyl to one * of thcfe two Prints ; either to 
obtain fueh Parliament* asTbey mild govern} or clfe 
to (hud all the Difficulties, and- to run alltthe.Hazajds 
o&> governing wtibwt Parliament*. The Means prin- 
cipally employ'd, to the firft • of tbefe Purpofes, have 
beet* undue Influences on tkeElefiiom of Members of 
the Houfe of Commons/ and on tbefe Members, when* 
chofen. When fuch Influences could be employ 'd fuc- 
ctfsfuliy, They have aafiverM all the Ends of arbitrary 
JtWl'i and when they could not be fo employ 'd, arbu 
traryWUl hath been forced to fubmit to the Qonftitu- 
tiott. This hath been the Cafe, not only fince, but be- 
fore that great Change in the 1 Ballance of Property 
which began- in. the Reigns of Henry \ the 7th, and Henry 
the 8th, and carry'd a great Part of that Weight into 
of the Commons, which Jiad lain before in the Scale of 
the Peers and Clergy. 

If we look back as far as the Clofe of the 14th Cen- 
tury (aniEra pretty near to That, when Parliaments. 
received their prefent Form) We fhall find both tbefe 
MtflHs employed- By one *£ tlie worft of our Kings, 
Ritbard the 2d. Zbut : He niigbt obtain bis Will* 
tohicb was r*ajh, He directed Mandates to bis Sberitfs 
( Officers of the Crown and. appointed by the Crown t 
for fuch They were then; and fuch They ftill . are ) 
to return certain Perfons nominated by Himfelf; and 
thus He acquired an undue Influence over the EleeJi* 
ons. In the next Place, He obliged the Perfons thus 
feturn'd, fornetimes byjbreats and Terrottr, and /one- 
times' by Gifts, ta^tohfent to thoje'Tbings, wbicb were 
prejudicial to. tbd Realm s and thus He acquired an 
undue Influence over the Houfe of Commons j fo that* 
upon the whole, the arbitrary Will of a rafb t bead- 
firing Prince, and the S.uggeftions of his wicked Mini* 
flersy guided the'Procccdings of Parliament, and be- 
came the haw of the Land. I might .purfue Obferva- 
tions of the fame .Kind, through feveral fucceeding 
Reigns j but to avoid lengthening thefe Letters, which 
K 3 arc 
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are grown perhaps too long already, let m defend at 
once 10 the Reign of King Cbarles the id $ for in 
That We fhaH find Examples of all the Means, which 
a Conrt, that hath common Senfe, and a Prince, who 
will not fet his Crown on the Caft of a Dye, can take 
to undermine the Foundations of Liberty, either by 
govern in g Parliaments, or by governing without them. I 
Now the firft Attempt, of this Kind, which King 
Charles made againft the Confutation, was Thia. Mt 
improved and managed the Spirit of the firft Par** 
meat He call'd, fo as to render the tme Heafe* obfe- 
qrionstohisWill, almoft in every Cafe; and having 
got the Tribmhial Bill repeaPd, He kept the fame 
, Parliament in Being for many Yean by Prorogations * 
which crept into Cuftom long befoae his Time, but 
tocre Hill a modern Invention, with reipeft to the pri- 
mitive Inftitution of Parliaments, and wholly repug- 
nant to the antient PraAice. Thus He eftabKuYd a 
fianing Parliament i which is, in the Nature of it, as 
dangerous as a ftanding Army, and may become, in 
jbmc Conjunctures, much more fatal to Liberty. When 
the Meaiuies of his Adminiflrarion grew too bad, and 
the Tendency of them too apparent to be defended and 
Supported, even in that Parliament, and even by a 
Party-Spirit, He had RecourJe to a fecond Attempt; 
That is, to Corruption, and Clifford firft lifted a mer- 
cenary Band of friends to the Government, againft the 
Cenftitutm. — - Let us obfcrve, on this Occafion, and 
as We pafs along, that a national Party (fuch a Party 
as the Court adepts, in'Contradiilinelion to fuch a Party 
as it creates, ) will always retain fome national Prin- 
ciples, fome Kegard to the Capitation. They may be 
transited, or forprized, during the Heat of Conteft 
especially, intoMeafures of long and ratal Coniequence. 
They may be carryM on, for a certain Time and to a 
certain Point, by the Lulls of Vengeance and Power, in 
order to wreak one upon their Adveriarics, and to fe- 
%ure the fttfccr to TjJcinfdvee. But a national Party 
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will new* be the fnftrucnents of complettbg nation*! 
Ruin. They will become the Adverfariet of their 
Friends, ana the Friends of their Adver&rks, to pre- 
vent it $ end the Mmifter, who perfifts in (6 villainous 
a Project, by what Name foever He may afe& to di- 
flinguifti Himfclf and his Followers, will be found really 
at the Head of a Fa&ien, not of a Party, fiat the 
Difference between one and the otber is fo vifible, and 
the Boundaries, where Party ccafes and FaOion com- 
mence*, are lb flimigly mark'd, that it is fufficient to 
point at them, 

I return therefore, and obftrve that when the SpirU 
of Party fiuTd King Charles, and the Corruption He 
cmployM proved ineffectual, He resolved to govern for 
a Time without Parliaments, and to employ that Time, 
as Jbon as He had check'd the Spirit of one Party, by 
inflaming That of another, in garbling Corporations. 
He had found by Experience that it was impoffiWe to 
corrupt the Stream in any great Degree, as long as the 
Fountain continued pure. He apply'd HimfeLf there- 
fore to fpread the Taint of the Court in them, and to 
poHon thofe Springs, from whence the Health and Vi- 
gour of die Conftitution flow. This was the third, the 
laft, and by much the more dangerous Expedient, em* 
ployM by the fritnds of tbt Government, in the Reign 
pf King Charles the id, to undermine our Liberties. 
The Effe& of it He did not live to fee j but we may 
cafily conjedurc what it would have been. 

The Ufe I make of what hath been here (aid is This. 
The Defign of the Revolution being not only to iaye us 
from the immediate Attempts on our Religion and Li* 
berty, made by King James, but to fave us from all 
other Attempts, which had been made, or might be 
made, of the fame Tendency j to renew and ftrengthen 
. our Conftitution ; * to eftabHJb the Peace, Honour and 
Hafpinefs oftbefe Nations upon lafting Foundations,— 

and 

J See the Prince of Orange's Declaration* 
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and to procure.' a- Settlement tf the Religion, ' and of tb* 
Liberties and Properties of the Subjects, upon fo Jure * 
Foundation, tlfaf there might (>e no Danger of the Na- 
tion^ relapfing into the like Miferies at any Time . here- 
after i This being, I iay, the. avdw'd Defign of thei 
Revoltitiop, and the Nation having engaged in it on a 
CQnfidence.that all This would be effectually performed, 
the Defign, of the Revolution was not accompliuYd, the 
Benefit of it was not iecured to us, the juft Expectations 
of the Nation, could not be anfwerM, unlefs . the Free* 
dom of Elections arid the Frequency, Integrity and Inde- 
pendency' of Parliaments were fufficiently provided for. 
There are theJSJ&ntJals of Britijb Liberty. ; Defects in 
other Parts of the Conftifytion can .never be..&t4l, if 
Thefe are preferved infire. But Defects in Thefe will 
icon deftroy the Conftitution, though every other Part 
of it mould be fo preferved. However it happened, 
the Truth and Notoriety of the Fact oblige us to fay 
that thefe important Conditions, without which Liberty 
can never be feenre, were . almoft wholly neglected at 
the Revolution, The Claim of Right declares/ indeed, . 
that Elections ought to be free ; that Freedom if Speech 
and Debates ought not to be impeached, or queftiojfd out 
of Parliament \ and that Parliaments ought tb be held 
frequently. But fuch Declarations, however foJemnly 
made, are nothing better than pompous Trifles, if they 
iland alone j productive of no Good, and thus for .pro- 
ductive of ilf, that they ferve to amufe Mankind, in 
Points of .the greatefl Importance, and wherein .it con- 
cerns Them the mofl' nearly neither to be deceived, 
nor (6 much as amufed. Thefe were Rights, no Doubt, 
to which the Natiqn had an indifputable Claim. . • But 
then *hey ought to have been more than claim'd, fince 
they had been fb often and fo lately invaded. That 
they were not more than claim'd, that they were not 
effectually aflerted and fecured, at this Time, gave very 
great and immediate DifTatisfaetion ; and They, who 
were call'd Whigs in thofe Days, diitinguifh'd Thenv 
' ielves 
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felvts by the Loudaeft of their Complaints. Thus, 
for Infiance, They infilled that there could i*e no 
* real Settlement, nay that it was a 7<tf ft* talk of a 
Settlement, till the Manner and Ttas ef calling Parlit* 
meats, and their fitting, w hen r*#V, were yid/y Ato* 
«wW; and This, in order to prevent the Praftict 
of iwpwy ou W *&# s^kb Paelukemt> Awy 
6« Fool, tUl the Majority was corrupted by Ofieet, 
Gifts, auJPenfionj. They infilled that the Affuouwes 
given at the Revolution had kd Them to think that 

f /J* ****>»/ /l^t/ Cftt^ of AXTHVALhY chosii 

Parliaments w^ A*?/ Aw immediately refiored% 
and the particular Circumftances of King Wuliam % who 
had received the Cr#mr by Gift of the People, and 
who had renew'd the original Centra ff with the People, 
(which are precifely the Circurnilances of the prcfent 
Royal Family) were urged as particular Reaioas for 
the Nation to expect his Complyancc. 

Infrequent fitting of Parliament waa indeed pn> 
yidfd for, indirectly and ia Consequence, by the Exi- 
gencies of the War, which foon fbUowM the Jta* 
lution. This War made aunual Sutfties neceftry. j 
and, before it was over, the fame Necdnty of annua/ 
Seffiens of Parliament came to be efiablijh'a, as it con* 
tinues to this Hour, by the great Alteration made re- 
latively to the fubhek Revenue. The whole fubliek 
Revenue had been the King's formerly. Parliamentary 
Aids were, in thofe Days, extraordinary and occauo* 
nal ; and Things came to that Pa(s at laft, that Par- 
liaments were more frequently, or more rarely convened* 
jjift as Courts had more frequent, or more rare Occa* 
fions for fuch Supplies. But King William began t* 
be, and all our Princes fince Him have continued t? 



* See Confident ions esteeming the State of the Na- 
ts**, fry Mr. J Rittto&tti 9 jubfiJ&J'tu 1692. 

f An Enquiry, or a Utfabfa taufnUytdi* 160%. 
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be, only Proprietors for Life of that Part of the publtck 
Revenue, -which is appropriated to their Civil-Lift ; 
although They are intrufted ftill with the Management 
of the Whole* and are-even the Stewards of the publick 
Creditors for that Part, which is the private Property 
of thefe- Creditors. This is the prefent State, diffidently 
known, but neceflary to be mention'd, particularly on 
. this Occafion ; and This muft continue to be the State, 
. unlefs ibme Prince fhould arife hereafter, who, being 
fcdvifed by a dejperate Minifttr, abetted by a mercenary 
F&tHon, fupported by a' ftanding Army, and- ihfliga- 
teU, like Richard the 2d, by the * Rajhnefs' of bft own 
{Temper, may lay rapacious Hands on all the Funds, that 
have been created, -'and by applying illegally what He 
. day raife legally, convert the whole to his own Uie* 
and fo eflablifh arbitrary Potuer, by depriving at on A 
Stroke many of his Subject* of their Property, and all 
of Them of their -Liberty. ' Till This happens, (and 
Heaven forbid that it ihould be ever attempted ? ) Sef- 
fioris of Parliament muft be annually held, *>r the Go- 
vernment 'itfelf be diftrefs'd.' But- neither is This- fuch a 
direct and full Security as the Importance of the Thing 
inquires 5 nor does the Security of our Liberty confift 
only infrequent Sejfions of Parliaments ; but it con- 
lifts like wife in frequent new Parliaments. Nay, it 
confifts fo much more in This than in toother, that 
the former may- tend, without- the latter, even more 
than the Dtfcontinuance of Parliaments, to the Lofs of 
Li&erty. This was fordeen by the Wifdom of* our 
Conftitution. According to That, although it became 
in Time (by the Courfe of Events and " irifeimble Al- 
terations) no longerneceiTary to call Parliaments once,- 
or even twite in a Year, which had been the more an- 
cient Practice. ; yet ftill our- iuf/gi.jeontimie-. under an 
Incapacity of proceeding long in Government, with 



Per immodera4am ptfuntatem. 
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0iy,tol6t*bk Eafodrtd Safety to Jhemfelvej, with- 
our the Occurrence tfnd Affiftahcc of Ibefe AJfkmblits. 
According to the fame Grift it ut tin, to Parliaments 
were to be held, fa they Were to. be chofen frequent* 
ly ; ana* the Opinion, that the folding and Goritinu- 
once of Ear foments defended abfautely en the Will of 
the Print?, maybe juftly rankM^iihohg-thefe Attempts; 
thai were mate by fome Men td fet the /,*», • whilll 
otheb endeattHiite tfo fet the Cbftfil, on the Side of Jr+ 
bitfary Power* \ This' 5 is -the plain Intent and Scheme 
of pur ConftituHen, which provides that the Reprefen* 
iatives of the People mould have frequent Opportu- 
nities to communicate together about nttioHal'Grievati- 
us ; to complain of them, and to obtain the Redrefs of 
them* in an orderly, folemn, legal Manner \ and that 
the People fliould have frequent Opportunities of call 
ting their Reprefeutatives to* Account,' & it were,; for the 
Difchalge of the Truft committed to Them, -arid of 
approyibg, or difapproving their Conduct, by electing 
or not elecling TTiem anew. Thus our Conftitution fap* 
pofes, that Princes may abufe their Power, and Par* 
liaments betray their Trull; and provides, as far as 
human WifcLom cm provide, that neither one, not 
the other, -may be able to: do To long, Without a fuffr 
cient Controul. If the Gr&zon, indeed, perfijft* inufurp- 
ing on the Liberty of the People* or m any othet 
Kind of Mak-Admlniftr'ation i and if the Prince, who 
wears it, proves deaf, as our* Princes have fometimes 
been, to the Voice of his Parliament and his. People** 
there remains no Remedy in the Syftem of the Confti- 
tution. . The Conftitution is broken by the Obftinacy of 
the Prince, and~the * People muft appeal to Heaven in 
Ibis, as in all other Cafes, where Ihey have no Judge 
fin Earth. Thus, if a Parliament fhould perfift ih abet- 
ting Male*Adminiftration, or any Way give up thofe 



* Locked EJfay u)oa Government, Chap. 14. - > 
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Liberties wfeich They woe intwfted lo a*int*», m 

Doubt can be made but tjhat th*Ptftf£ would be ia 
the fame Caie ; face their Mefrefentatkvs have no 
more Right to betray Them, tfon thek£ftgvforet» 
ufurp upon Them * mud by Conference They would 
acquire the feme Bight pi Appealing to Heaves, if *or 
Coaptation -had not jftftvided a Remedy againA dte 
j?<w, which could not be provided afawfttbetffa*; 
but our Qonftitution hath provided fifth* Remedy in 
i&& fnquent Suueffim of newfarliamen*s*\to which 
there i? net Time Sufficient given to fofma Majority vf 
tb* Rsprvjswtativfs of the People into * mikktmuai. 
Cabal * or by which, if This Jhould happen, >*£.* 
*Gf&f/ rautt be loon bioken. Thefe Refle&ioos and 
fuch others, as they naturally foggefr, are Sufficient to 
convince any thinking Man, \ft, That nothing could 
make it fefe, nor therefore leafonabJe, to rgjpofcin any 
Set of Men whatsoever fo great a Truft as the eoikSwe 
Body delegates on the Reprefentathe in this Kingdom, 
except the Sbortne/j of the Term, for which this Tnift is 
delegated. %Hy* That -every Prolongation of tins Term 
is therefore, in its Degree, iinfefe for the People; that 
it weakens their Security, and endangers Liberty by the 
very Powers given for its Preservation. $dfy, That 
futb Prolongation* expofe the Nation, in the poffible 
Cafe of having a corrupt Parjiament, to lofe the great 
Advantage, which our Qonftitution hath provided, of 
curing the Evil, before it grows confirm'd and defpe- 
rate, by die gentle Method of ebufing a new Jteprefin- 
tathre, and reduce the Nation by Confequence to have 
no other Alternative than That of fubmitting, or refift- 
**gi though Submiffion will be as grievous, and Hefif. 
tame much more difficult, when the Legtflature be- 
trays its Truft, than when the King alone abufes his 

Power. Thefe Reflections, I fey, are Sufficient to 

prove theSe Propositions; and thefe Propositions fet be- 
fore us, in a very ftrong Light, the Neceffity of tnTng 
for utmoft Efforts that the true fiefign of our Condi* 

* tution 
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radon wy 4» vpuriaod^rdofely «s poffible^ by .the-N 
R»dUUifhnMDt *of anwaJ, or at leaft of r triennial* 
ParUaminfu But the Importance of the Mfctter, and i 
the , paiticaMfr Sealonab l ca efr of the Conjuncture/ in*, 
vitc me to offer one Confideration more upon tin* * 
Head, which I think will not ftrifcc the left for be. 
ing obvioua and plain. It is This. Should a %" 
dc^ea^ fir many Years at onee, the-SuppUee -and.. 1 
Powers, yrhkh used to be granted rfjntstftyr to Hmrg • 
This would ,be deemed, I presume, even. in- the.; 
prefent Age, an* . unjuffifiable Measure* and an in* 
tolerabk Grievance, for this plain Reafon* because it.' 
would alter our Conftitution in the fundamental Article, 
i!b^x^iMn frequent Jffi^nbfuso : 

fa orte to ailu% and controul too, the executive Power, . 
which is intruded with one Port ^f it. Now I ashy ia i 
not the Article, which nqiahcofrefueut Ele&hns oftbr* 
mRefrefentative, by the eoUe3$ve Body of tbt Pt*fb t in 3 
order to fecure the /utter againft the ill Coniequencee . 
of the poffible Weakneia, or Corruption of the former^ 
as fundamental an Article, and as eflemial to the Pre- 
fcrvation of our Liberties^ as the other ? No Man dares . 
Jay that it is not 1 at leaft no Man, who deferves our At-' 
tendon. The People of Britain have as good a Right, 
and a Right as necefiary to be aflertedV to keep their 
Reprefentotives true to the Trull repofed in Them, and 
to the Prefemtion of the Conftitution, by the Controul 
x& frequent EUtliens> as They have to keep their Kings 
true to theTruft repofed in Them, and to the Prcfem- 
tion of the ConftitBtion, by the Controul of frequent fc 
Sittings of Parliament. How comes it then to pais, " 
that we may obferve fo great a Difference in the Senti- 
ments of Mankind, about thefe two Cafes? Propofe 
' the firft, there is nojervile Friend of the Government* 
who will not afieel all that Horror at the Proportion, 
which every Friend of the Conftitution will really fed. 
Propofe the keeping up feptennial, nay the making 
' decennial Parliaments, the fame Friends of the Government 
will contend ftrcnuoufly for one, and by Confequence for 
Vol,. XII. L both 
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both ; mice' there can be no Rea&n alledged for Ae 
firft, which is not flronger for the laft, and would 
not be Hill flronger for ^longer-term. Thefe Reafons, 
drawn from two or three' common-place TopickS of 
pretended Convenient} and Expediency, or of fufpifed* 
Tranquility at borne; and Strength abroad, I need -not 
mention. They have been mentioned by others, *nd 
fufficiently refuted. But Thit, Which may very juftly 
appear marvellous, is This; that fome Men, I think 
not many, who are true Friends of the Constitution, have 
been ftaggcr'd in their Opinions, and almoft feduced by 
thefalfe Reafonings of thefe Friends of the Government ; 
though nothing can be more eafy than to mew from 
Reafon and Experience, that Convenieney, Expediency, 
and dome/tick Tranquility may be, and; in FacY have 
been as well, nay better fecured,* under triennial, nay 
annual Parliaments, than under Parliaments of a longer 
Continuance ; and as for Strength abroad, {That is, na- 
tional Credit and Influence) it will depend on the Opi- 
nion foreign Nations have of our national Difpofitions, 
and the Unanimity of our Sentiments. It muft be 
chiefly determined therefore by their Knowledge of 
the real Senfe of the Nation. Now that can appear 
no Way fo much as in the natural State of our Confti- 
' tution, by frequent EJeilions ; and when it does ap- 
pear fo, it mult have another Kind of Effect than the 
bare Refolutions of a ftalej minifterial Parliament ; 
efpecially if it happens, as it may happen in fome 
future Time, that the Senfe of the Nation mould ap- 
pear to be different from the Senfe of fuch a Parliament ; 
2nd that the Refolutions of fuch a Parliament fhbuld 
be avowedly dictated by Men, odious and hated, con- 
temptible and contemn'd, both at Home and Abroad. 

But in the Suppofition that fome Inconveniencies 
may arife by frequent Elefiions 5 (which is only allow *d 
for Argument's Sake ;) are fuch Inconveniencie?, and 
the trifling Confequences of them, to be fet in the 
Ballance againft the Danger of weakening any one 

Barrier 
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•8wrierof©UrI^r/jf./ , Every Form of Government 
-hath Advantages and Disadvantages peculiar to k r 
, Thus abfolute Monarchies feem molt formed for fudden 
and vigorous Efforts of Power, either in attacking, or 
in defending ; whilU, in *free Cmftitutions, the Forms 
of Government muft be ncceflarily more complicated 
'.and Aqwj fa -that in Thefe, the fame Secrecy cannot be 
always kept, nor the feme Difpateh always- made, nor 
. the fame Steadiness of Meafures always purfued . Muft 
aU thefe Forms, inftituted to preferve the Cheeks and . 
Contsouls of the feveral Parts of the Cenfiitution on 
one another, and necefikry by Confequencc to pre-, 
ferve the Liberty of the whole, he abanaon'd therefore, 
and* free Confutation be deftroy'd, for the Sake of fome 
little, Cenveniency, or Expediency the more, in the Ad- 
jniniftratioit of publick Affairs ? No certainly. We 
mult keep our free Oonftitution, with the fmall De- 
fects* belonging to it, or We muft change it for, an ar- 
bitrary Government, free perhaps from thefe Defects, but 
liable to more and to worfe. In fhort, We muft 
make our Option ; and furely this Option is not 
hard to be jnade, between the real and permanent 
BleiEngs of Liberty, diftufed through a whole Nation, - 
and the fanufttck, and accidental Advantages, which 
They, who, govern, not the Body of the People ^ enjoy un- 
der abfolute Monarchies. I will not multiply Inftances, 
though they croud in upon me. » Two Confute 
were cho/en annually at Rome, and the Procmfular , 
Power, in the Government of Provinces was limited to 
a Tear. Several Inconyeniencies arole, no Doubt, from 
t the flricj Obfervation of thiS Inftitution. Some appear 
. very plain . in Hiftory ; and' We may aiTure ourielyef 
that manv Arguments of Convenieney, of Expediency, 
of preferving the Tranquility of the City, and of giv- ^ 
ing Strength and Weight to the Arms and Counfels of 
the Commonwealth, were urged to prevail on the Peo- 
ple to difpenfe with thefe Inftitutions, in Favour of 
,Pompey and of C*far* What was the Conference ? 
L 2 The. 
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The jy*// were extirpated, the frw<* CWTrwa* se- 
duced, ty*** was held in Subje&ionv Qaul was con- 
qocr'd, the Germans wot repotted, Rome trraanph'd, 
her Government flourifhed ; but iier Cetftattiom mu 
deftsoy'd, her Xtfcty was loftv—— The Law of Jfefou 
O^/, that noble Badge of Liberty, which **ery 
Sobbed of Britain wean, and by which He is- diftio- 
• gaiihed ft eminently, not from- the ifesv/akaie, hut 
even from the Freemen of other Countries; the Law of 
Habeas Corpus, I dy, may be attended perhaps with 
lame little Inconveniencies, in Time of Sedition and 

Rebellion. The flow Methods of giving Mmtf 9 

. and the ftritt Appropriations of it, when given, may he 
attended with "tome Inconveniency litewife, in Times 
of Danger, and in great Exigencies of Sta t e 
Bat who will plead for the Repeal of the Habeas Corpus 
AS i or who would not prefi for the Rerival of it, if 
it flood fufoended for- an indefinite, or even a - long 

Verm? Who will fry that the Pfacliccof giving 

Money without Account > or paffing Votes +f Credit, (by 
which the Pnrfe of the People is taken out of the Hands 
of Tbofe, whom the People trnfted, and pat into 
the Hands of < Bsofe, whom They neither did; nor «wodd 
have trailed) who -WiH fty that fucb « DeviatioB from 
Thofc Rules of Parliament, which -ought to be'deemtt 
facred and preferved inviolate, may -be<eftabfif}fd, *or 
ihoold not be oppoied by all-po*blc Means, if tt^was 
eftabliftYd? 

If all This* be* as dear -ay I imagine it is ; if die 
Obfc&ions to frequent B&Btons of J Parliaments' do 
not 4ye; or, fopporog thcmto4ye, if the Banger on 
vne Side outweighs rsfilly the 5 fuppofed Incoirvtniency 
on the other r nay, if bows and A j Nt ut hms+'tuk more 
eflenrial to the Prdervarion-of^i^rrrt than ahis wrtitnt 
and fundamental l Rnle of 'our' C»kjiHntion f ' oe main- 
tain'd i and if all Men* are forced' tor agree/ teveri I^They, 
-who wifh them perhaps aboHfliM)* that they otlghr to 
fee mumalnM/ for the Sake of prafaving ^i^/rtv ; let 
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me aak again, how comes it to pais that We obfefve fc> 
great \ a Difference between th/s Sentiments and Reafon- 
ang» of Mankind thotxXfrequent Seffions of Parliament, 
and frtqwnt Parliaments ; about the Cafe now before 
\is, and all die rtfar;, that have been mentioned ? The 
only Manner, in which I can account for fuch an In- 
conMency, is This. The Sight of the Mind differs 
very much from the Sight of the Body, and its Opera- 
tions are frequently the Reverie of the other. Objects 
at a Diftance appear to the firmer in their true Magni- 
tude, and diminiih as they a*e brought nearer. The 
Event, that created much Aftoftilhmcnt, Indignation, 
or Terror in Profpecl, creates lefs and left, as it ap- 
proaches, and by the Time it happens, Men have fa- 
miliarized Themfelves v to it*— —If the Romans 
had been told, in the Days of Auguftns, that an Em- 
peror would faceted, in whofe Reign an Horfe fhould 
. be made 'Con&l, They would have been extremely 
furprized. I believe, They were no* fo much furpriaed, 
when the Thing happen'd ; when the Horfe was Confnl 
and Caligula Emperor. —If it had been foretold to 
thofe Patriots at the Revolution, who remember'd long 
Parliaments, who ftill felt the Smart of them, who 
ftruggkd hard for annual, and obtain'd with much 
Difficulty, at : the End of five or fit Years, triennial 
Parliaments, .that a Time would come, when even the 
Term ofi triennial Parliaments would be deem*d too 
fbtet* and a Parliament, chofen for three Years, would 
chufe itfelf for fiur more, and entail feptennial Parlia- 
ments on die Nation' ; that This would happen, arid the' 
Fruits of their honeft Labours be loft, in little more 
than twenty Years ; and that it would he brought about, 
whilft our Government continued on the Foundations 
They had then fo newly laid ; if ail This had been 
foretold at the Time I mention, it would have appear'd 
improbable and mpnftrous to the Friends of the Revolu- 
tion. Yet it hath happened s and, Jn lefs than twenty 
Years, it ia grown, or in growing, familiar to us . The 
L 3 uni- 
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MQftlftrm^Zdd and GoiMtifiuKeof dw^^Awwtf/'fcr 

«to gevewn ^tokkeut^tbemy^rxo^ki Thenvdo >j m.«aK 
'^ftw the Work Of >w ; thoafeh^FVw wcfcld be*»> 
ttremely eenvtmenty no Doobt/a great'&afr xa fiamt 
-Maty"'* wfed • S*"* **»g of Eapence miki Time to 
tCmmtry Gentlemen. Brrt fappofe,'(for I define it may 
-be rcmemberM that We rertfbn hypothetk^y) •4npp©<e*« 
P*r£*me*t1tmM! thmk fit*> gwe,\m^^#«9foar, 
all the 'JiMr^'dl therrAAV, arid «fl thcPfVnwv ne- 
-ceflkryfor carrying on the 7 Govermnen t,« rdttrng 'jfcwfc* 
«ft*fm. and the* let thofc Perfens, who will beAiotnA} 
-at this Soppofttion, and yet declare Thenifclvwibr^- 
Mnmal Psr&amerts, lay theiHHamb on their -Heins* 
.and conft&er Whether foch -an Alteration of *he GoatM- 
- tatkn might not gnaw famiHar to"Them; and* y t n+g » in 
j their Approbation. I *hi**/ it woftld d©*4b* I am 
low, itinighta^retfonaWy a^the»ot*ier. -Thafwottld 
, fed the Eafe, in one Cafe, oMtoSf Mt t mk tmw * 
much as Tint of <^W EkSms, 'in'the omcr. Ifce 
Arguments olGmrenhtoji Exftditmy, *f*kfok' fre e m 
fuifoy y and &rmg>* /* ^ G#wrm^rf , - woftld' be jmft 
,*s wcttapplyM i and if Ac JW^rrj^uldy^Mowic, 
make novery exorbitant ill Ufc of <4uch a^SitaaOen, I 
,*le*bt whether He, who 0H)tUd<{4e^foi»w»Wfrf/ F^«w5T- 
<*w*tt then, would be «uehi^tte#4eknlbyA€rAnae 
FeHbnfi, thai He, who pleas' for frtfweltt BJeOiews of 
Parliaments, is now. BuCfefetoUhe I>c*r/^ ia**Wj, 
the Fri«»4!f $f**r C*^«/#im, <reafen.in. thitfhfaafter. 
Let Them remember that DangerooramenGes, when the 
Breach is made, not when the Attack is began; that 
. He, who negleds to flap thetLeak, *s foon as it is difoo- 
verM, in Hopes to -firve hb*8hip b)KPttmpiag, when 
the Water guihes.in with iVfolence, deftrVes to be 
drowtfd 5 and, to ay-attc ^igBrcs- of Speech, that 
- our Cefiftitutkn is not, like the&hcmes of JmePthti- 
tians, a ; jumble, of disjointed, ■ incoherent Whimfies, 
, bat a noble aiuLwife Syftenv the cficntial Etettof which 

are 
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mxcio ptoBMiatid, endda httkiaoiy conneaed, that* 
Cha»ge i* one begets a.Ghaiipctn the vnkodc ; that the 
frfimrEbaitns ofPar&mtntirc&mwchJtocScutiMl 
2mt> of *his-£yflcm m&ite.frtfumt Sitings tf PnrMs- 
mtxti that the Workiof;tfced2*fft&ri«r is inpoftft 
•therefore, ;*nd our futare: Security fnecarioos, onldi 
s#im4»Mra^Gi^id^:baiefiot^^m thia-eflenrial^krt; 
•aad'iiiftcilielteftonticm of it, ^ki tfcirRcrt, is one of 
-thofe Methods, fay whick alone ttepcrnioiouj Defigat 
iof jfo&JMfc* t*WcluTcin«tkiiMmalbni«r Letter, 
:if any ibchAouIdbe ever admitted into Power, • ffJBav* 
imU***tb±Qn#k*k** under theiluk of 2$alfirtht 

• 
4). J *n, $ I R, Sec. 

4N.aB. ^rmmwi*g£^twpmlkti8ntoB will 
*b* **fa**d innkvmxfVduiM* uacmriing.to i wtOrdir, 
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^Some JREM?A:R&S cxkaLttttr to the C&avts- 

i«k,^. iwmblyii^ciibedto.tbeAuTHaa^ 

725*w honourable Sir, 

\H E R E is fiich an agreeable 4 Mixture of 
t>lfoJ&r«ftViw At//, and theftw* 4>/b- 
" &r* in your late Epiitle, that no Body 
w can ooitDt ~a ^niomeBt concerting * tine 
Authors oi it ; but as the ike Turns of 
Wit^ the Delicacy of Language, and the 
.mafterly Addrcfs of the whole are far fuperior to that 
^Solidity of Matter, that Strength of Argument, and 
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even that noble Bpldnefs of Spirit* which; runs through 
it, I am. inclined to think that your; Honour had the 

• chief Hand in this Performance, and that your Brother 
only fteptin now and then to your Affiftance, and a&ed 
the Part of an occaiional Coadjutor. 

You are pleafed to addrefs Yourfelf, in this incom- 
parable Piece, to the Craftsmen in general; That 
is, to all Perfonv who have diftinguiuYd Themfelves, 
either within Doors, or without, in the Caufc oi Li- 
herty. I wUh there may not be force deep Fetch of 
Policy in This; and to tell you- the Truth, 5/r, I, have 
Reaibn to iufpecV it, when I confider that.it comes 
from fo profound a Politician ; for as the old Diftinftions 
of Whig and To a v are growing quite out of Date 
with alL fenfible Men, You feem to nave a Defignof 
dividing the Nation again into two new Parties, under 
the Denomination of the Cr a ft*m£k and the JRo- 
. bertsmex. You may think, perhaps, that, fuch a 
Diftindlion will be of more Service to Vou^ than That 
ef a Court and a Country Party, which now 
prevails in all Parts of the Kingdom. But though it 
muft be confefcM that the Clan of the Rob ERTSftfita* 
hath grown to a prodigious Height of kte Years, } and 
feefei&.to requifc another "AcToff 7arliainenen^?upp£& 
JTfeemj. yet you . cajjnpt, furely. want, .to be informed 
that the Craftsmen, according to your Interpreta- 
tion, are infinitely fuperion in: Number; and, ifiWe 
except all Offices, eccleftafiical, civil and military, may 
be computed to amount, at leaft, to Ninety-nine Partt 
in an Hundred of the whole Kingdom. 

Some of thefe Gentlemen are employ 'd, at prefent, 
upon Bufinefe of a little mom Importance thananfwer- 

ing 

* A Gang of bold and impudent Thieves* who topi 
their Name from Rebin Hood, their Leader, and in ^ 
fefted the Frontiers of England and Scotland,' in the 
Reign of King Richard the \ft, There are fevezal.etd 
Statutes agaivft thefe Men.—— Se^ Coke's Inftitutes, 
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tog four Letters i but as I fcve for many Years pro- 
fefe'd Myfclf tme of theOvrity&war, and have evenre- 
eeivcd federal part*etila*Mam of Favour and Dlftin&i- 
; cm from^tff l #V , 4//r«rjfjp^^pon that Account; it may 
. be expe&ed that I Should make fern* ' Remarky upon fo 
i ct>nfiderable a Production, that the Force of your Argu- 
-ajantt^myttwpiis intfrely unanfwerVI. 

In the 6^ft rlace -then, who «an forbear Admiring , 
your Honours g«a*Skill and Dexterity, fcydreffing tip ' 

- an Admirer of^rGsfflmftoyaatowh Coat, and 

- bringing Binfriopon-fhe-Stage W utter a Jargon of Tidi- 
colous Trumpery, which noi^Bodjrbm Ybu' fcould 'put 
into his Mouth. 

This Friend of 'ours happenM, -it 1 feems, to fidl into- 
Oanrpany, where all -were '(branch Robert/men except 
Himielf^and was ftrangely puzzled to anfwer their 

- wjfo Queftions, concerning the prefent State of Afrairs. 
■> I am quite at a Lofs to guefs where He could paffiUy 

• dsrop tfi^rech Company ; for I know but one*' Pfaerln 
-Tile: whdle Kingdom, where the- Majority is *on yotur 
t Side. - 7tor*Homuris fo Candidas s to*dmit that this 
lIKftrefeof 4ur< Friend- *ns ovv^totheWant of due 
/ fn4bu&k>n hem hi* Leaders r -*nd therefore, 4efrafiy 
: *f thelgnoram Zealoti in ©ur Gairfe fhorid happen * to 

be eafctfdagain'ln thefcmcfTrap; Ithmk itincuntbeht 
■- upon Me to publim &e' following Flatartfortisfa Di- 
rection. 

Tour Honour begins with' forne warm E?p6iblationl 

• 16 the Crdftfinen, for conriimiaig fifehr Upon fcferitieai 

- * Qonjwn&ure, and -with asking the -Reafon,' ctt&j y&A 

• able Pelkieiansiw/ Patriots, as We L pretendtoie 9 ^o 
\m^n[lift'OUr Country frith > fitne'geod J&vite, and tor- 

te&*be Blunders of the Mtnt/hj?+~-?Vti* Qneftion 

- ir-rtafonable enough- of hfelf j' but is vtty improperly 
--urged to tkc Crafifinen, whom } Tbu arid your* noble 
-^roeber hate ufcd fo ungratefully for their paft Servites, 
-upon Occafions of the Sme" Nature. You know yery 

well that We have t)r^a^ftedYw^rUj^^^^rt*; 

that 
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that We have aftually correfted feme ©f\your Blun- 
ders, and done all in our Power to prevent your being 
guUfy of others. How generbufly did We interpofe 
our Advice, with relation to the Irish Recruits ; 
and how did You behave, upon that Oecaupn ? Why, 
your Brother took our Advice and IbUow'd it ; You 
fnivelPd at the Difappointment of your Ffficndsran 
Frame ; and both of .You abufed us at the fame Time ; 
though Experience fliews how feafonably we checked 
You in that glorious Engagement.-— But let Us come 
a little nearer to the prefent Cafe. Did not We turn 
. your Eyes towards Vienna, after You had been bitm* 
dering through all Parts of Europe ; and when We fouad 
You groping in the Dark about the Houfes, did not 
We point out the right Way, and tell You the Confc- 
quences of creeping in by any other ?. I need not put 
You in Mind how You rewarded us for thefe good Offi- 
ces. Inftead of returning us Thanks, as You ought in 
Gratitude to. have done,, You em ploy 'd a Band of Mer- 
cenaries to prove that no private Man ought to inter- 
meddle \ii~puUick Affairs, particularly with; Relation 
. to foreign xranfaftions \ and that theDifcuffionof^r^ 
v Points, whilft under Negotiation, does not come; Within 
, the due Bounds of Liberty. Nay, Ypu cannot forget 
that the Bloodhounds, of the Prefs were halloo'd upon us, 
and-— I leave your own Confcience to fupply the 
reft. 

I fhali only obferve that the Hague Letter, 
which hathbe^n adjudged a JLibel by a Special Jv- 
* Ry.and the next Differ tation in this Paper, which was 
, presented as fuch by ano/i-her- Middle^* Ju*V» 
were publilh'd almoft two Months before the laft Treaty 
of Vienna was fign'd. — How unreafonable therefore 
is it to reproach us with declining to give You our Ad- 
vice, upon the prefent Conjuncture, when You had be- 
fore employ'd ypur Advocates to prove fuch Advice con- 
trary to Law, and have even punifiYd us for it, in, a 
very fevere Manner, acc*rdihc to Law! t , 
' Befidca, 
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Befides, your Importunities, upon this Head, are a . 
little inconfiftent with your own Character of the 
Graft/men, .who ; are more than once -reprefented as 
Pcribns of much lefs Capacity and Experience in Bufi- - 
nefs than our prefent 'Mintfters. Ty& is fufficientljr 
tefHfyU'by/theEyEKTof Things'; and therefore it 
teems beneath Men of fuch Capacities to call upon 
Us, in fb'preffing a Manner, "for our Affiftance. 

Your next Charge againft the Craft/men is equally 
ridiculous, and (pardon the Expreffion) utterly falfej 
I mean, that We have changed Sides, and' taken the 
,J>art ^France, or Spain* or the 'Emperor, a: We * 
thought would moft embarrafs Affairs.— — You know, \ 
Sip, in your own Confcience, that We have Aeadily 
adhered to one Set of Principles,' or Syftein of Policy ; 
whilft You and your Brother \mt been fneikihg about 
from Court to Court, till You have gone through them 
aft; arid I am afraid will find it very difficult to begin " 
the Tour again. 

•Finding our Friend mtirely .'at a L06 what to fay 
upon the prefent State qf Affairs, You are fo good as 
to ^glve Him a Lift, and fupply the Want of our In- . 
firuiftion. 

You obferve, with great Sagacity and Acutenefs, that 
there are but * three Ways, which the Government can 
poifibly take in the prefent Conjuncture ; viz. either to 
obferve ^Neutraltty between the contending Powers j 
or to enter briskly into the War, in Support of the Em- 
peror; or to suspend a little, and remain fir fome 
Time in a State */" Inaction. Now, whichever of 
thefe Ways the Government (hall think fit to take, You 
acknowledge very frankly that the Craftfmen may ea- 
jityfay manyjpecious things againft it, and have actually 
put fome of them into our Mouths. You might think 
Yourfelf, perhap?, very cunning in this Method of 
Keafoning, and hope that it would anticipate all our 
__— _ . _ 

Objections 
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Objcaion^to^oitt fotu«Cowlw£t;. bat,, as^it.cou* 
' monly happen* to pverwife People, I omaoticJp dunk- 
ing that You have ovcrfhot . the.. Mark j for, though - it - 
is natural .to.fupj^^pojdiji^ 
' VUlogtuWmers ,", that Ycm hare not. put the^ibpn- 
geft Ai^um^tiintoyQUf.AdYer^'iAaWhr ^^n< 
Craft/men might be ab^to, maksvfomj* Additions ta . 
them* I will undertake, to prove^hat .thcs/.,,ai* fuffi- 
ciendy conclufivc againft Jft* and mr- Bmihen 1b that 
Yon are perfeftly right „ in-tfour PrcdiAion,, /A*^ i^FSr . 
jjbij/ wf i* 4/ 41 Loft for. Matter U dtclatm.upeu, what» . 
ever. Side You may v Jiagpen tojtake* or whaiwt Part < 
YdU may pleafc to.a&jn *he~prsicnfr BroHs of -£** * 

You afterwards dteover a ^yfertfr IPty, which 
may be taken J andThatis* thePartof tskAuefforyi • 
or a /wV</& flPky between Neutrality and a vigorous - 
War. Here again Yon furnifh the Crafifmen witk 
fome very good Objections, and treat the Snppofitkm 
of taking fuch a fart with lb much Contempt, that 
itfeems to be the laft in your Thoughts; but You 
illuftrate the folly of it by a Method of Reafoning, 
which I can by no Means approve. You put the 
Cafe that twbhtt Degrees of Strength 
art neteffan tofupport the Emperor, in the prefent War i 
upon which You fuppofe that the Powers We would 
join with can together make up fourteen Parts ; and 
that England, either in Pursuance of Treaties, or upon 
a Proportion of Interefts in the War 9 ought tofumijb 
only three Parts % fo that in the whole here will 
be seventeen. You then obferve that three De- 
grees of Strength nr* wanting to carry on )he 
War with Vigour % and reajonable Hopes of Snccefs. in 
this Cafe You ask, what We Jhalldo, and refolve the 
Queftion yourfelf, by a verv plain Intimation that Eng- 
land ought to fupply the three deficient Parts. Now 

f P. a*. * P. 24. 

This, 
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This, meahmks, iiaveryedi Way of foaming a Caav 
iederacy, and what I dive Jay new enterM into any 
PtTttitimts Head, except your own. If I may tahe 
die liberty of putting a Cafe, in my Ton, let a* 
fappofc that You, Ar, are concern'<d with fcveral other 
Per^m a* EJfaeee offing ibwfimd Psitnds *7har+ 
and that Yon are Invoked in a £4* &ff by a f 



Tide, which fcmdbody hath tmmpt w> agaanft su 
Letus tifcewtfe fuppofe that your Share in thii Emm 
k no more then torn tbtufand Funds * Ttar f and 
tint yww Copartners, wider feme Pretence or other, 
mould defire You to bear a demik Pnfortion <f thu 
Ex feme 9 which is necefTavy to cany on the Suit} 
That *, /* Twentieths, inftead of J&r*?. In this 
Cafe, I believe that even your liberal Heart ' would 
grumble a Iktie at fo unrealbnabie a Prtpo&l. Pep- 
haps, You wifl lay, that however hard the Tfenna 
may appear, You would certainly comply with them, 
if You found ft neceffary to praerve your own Pro* 
perty. But if You had an undoubted Tide to the 
Eftate, and were fully convinced that it was brought 
into DHpute by the Ignorance, or Knavery of your 
awn Attorney, You would certainly turn Him off, and 
employ another, who bore the Character of being more 
able, or more bonejt, 

I am very far from defigmng to infinuate that Great 
Britain ought not to exert Herfeif, when her own Inte- 
refts, or the liberties of Europe are in real Dunger ; 
but We have been too often die Dupes of other Courts ; 
and notwkhftandmg the glorious Sucoefles of the kit 
War, as well as the Bxpence of above two hundred 
Millions 9 We have the Misfortune to find the Ballanti 
if Pvwer in a worfe Condition, at this Time* than it 
was when the grand Allyance wasfbrmM. About^jjjp 
Millions of this Money was left a I>bt noon the Na- 
tion,, with Rwliamentary Security, and ftill continues 
ib, though We have been above twenty Years in Peace, 
and paid almoft ike fame Taxes as in Time of War\ 
1 Vol. XII. M nay, 
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nay, though a very large fund hath been fetapatt, un J 
dcr the moft lolemn Appropriations, for paying it off. 
It would be impertinent to tell your Honour how This 
hath come to pafs 5 but fince it is certainly our Cafe* 
You muft admit that We are lefs able to pay any ex-> 
traordinary Quota's towards a new War\-~ — Give me 
Leave to mention another Particular in our preient 
Circumftanoes, which 'I believe -will have fame Weight 
•with the PublicL though it fcems to have none with 
Tw/and your Brother, Informer Times, when our 
' Kings enjoy'd an hereditary Revenue, the chief Burthen 
of a War fell upon the Crown, and the People granted 
an Aid only, upon extraordinary Occafions. But as 
Things ftand at prefent, the whole Weight falls upon 
the Suijecl, and the King is the only Peribn, who pays 
tiothing towards the Defence of the Nation. Nay, 
He is fo far from being a Sufferer by Wars, that He 
is a considerable Gainer by them ; fince the great In- 
create of Officers, which a War creates, mutt cauie a 
proportionable Addition to the Power of the Crown, 
which hath the Difpofition of all military Employments, 
and even give it an Influence in fonte Places, where it 
is moft dangerous ; for We fee that Men of the moft 
undoubted Affection to the preient Settlement, and the 
greateft Abilities in their refpeclive Profeffions, are not 
fecure, if They happen to incur the Miniftefs Dif- 
pleafure, in another Capacity. 

If is true,- indeed, that Queen Anne was pleafed to 
relieve hsx People from fome Part of the Burthen, 
which the laft War brought upon Them, by a volun- 
tary Deduction from her Civil-Lift ; and it is proba- 
ble that his preient Majefty will follow (o gracious an 
Example. But J doubt very rnuch whether You, Sir, 
would ihew any great Eagerneis to fupport a PropoJi- 
tion for taxing Employments, or retrenching their Sala- 
ries, in order to give your Fellow-Subjecls fbmc Eafe, 
and make up thofe additional-three Parts, which are 
ftill wanting to compleat the projected Allyance. 

You 
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You allow + that there is too much Truth in the. 
Plea of not being able to carry on a vigorous War ; 
but You believe the Craftfmen would treat ti as a very 
ridiculous Pretence, and that They would argue, from 
the Luxury of the Nation, and the extravagant, ex- 
penfiveWay We are run into, in Building, Gardenings 
Piclures, 'Jewels, Plate, Equipage and. fables, &c. 
One would think, Sir, that You were defer ibing your 
Brother's Grandeur and Magnificence in* this Para-» 
graph ; but fuch an Argument is very improperly put 
into the Mouths of the Craftfmen, who have always 
inveighed againft Luxury as the very Thing, , which 
would difable us to carry on a vigorous War, in Time 
of Neceffity,- by making us/<w; and I wiih their Ap- 
prehenfions may not, prove too well grounded. 
- Your own Conscience foretold that the prefent War 
would be laid to your Charge ; and therefore You 
make an awkward Attempt to ridicule all Enquiries 
into the ? Caufes and Occafion of it. But, for God- 
fake, ought the People of England to be loaded with 
©ewBurthens, without knowing why or wherefore, 
meerly becaufe it is your Interell to keep Them in the 
dark ? No, Sir, They have a Right to be inform'd, and > 
will be inform'd, notwithstanding all your Artifices to 
divert Them from fuch Enquiries. 

They know very well that the prefent War in Italy 
is not owing to the Quadruple Allyance,2s> You make 
the Craftfmen argue, but to the Treaty of Seville and 
the lad Treaty of Vienna % which have abfolutely re- 
united France and Spain, and made Them an Over- 
toatch for the Emperor in thofc Parts. Indeed, the 
Succeflion of Don Carlos to the Dominions of Tufcany 
and Parma was firft eftablifh'd by the Quadruple Al- 
hance, and. England had engaged to fecure it for Him. 
But how ? By neutral Garrifons only ; which were 
certainly moft likely to preferve the Peace ; and Spain 

f p * 2 5- • * P *8. 
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could not have lepfoaehM us with Breaches' Treaty, as 
the Emperer did afterwards, if We had refuted to go any 
farther. But the" Introduction tftyasifi? Garrifms was 
fc material an Anemtion, that nobody I think am be 
ikrpmed at the Effafts of it. faar Hmtonr fens to be 
qua* it a joking Humour, when Yon asfc us, f ivw #* 
&*//& Cemfetftbe Warmlubj? Did Fruxcenter 
ItaJvJy Fauna,.*? Florence ? <ftfc»iay You» it is the King 
sf Sardinia bath let France h, to JmaUam up Italy* 
«&£*«* tbe kaft Affiftam from tie* Spanfcn Garrifm 
in Tureatw, *r 49 f*wr, *&tf <** s /As* Ww.— What 
a pretty Prevarication it This, in coder to ihiftofFtfae 
Occaiion of tike War from your tarn Sbemlders ? I grant 
Yon that the French Troops did not enter Itafy through 
the Dominions of Dot Car Its ; bat will You pretend to 
%, with that giarc Face, that France did not aft m Con- 
or* with Spat* ; or that this War was not the Efie& 
of an Unieu between Them?— -Your Queftioas about 
the Kong of t+ Sardinia have juft as much Weight ; tot 
Yon will not nircly a&rt that hk Sardinian Majeflf 
would have ventured to attack the Emperer by Him4el£ 
whatever ill. Ujage He might have received v and 
therefore ' if the Court of Frame had nor been prove* 
ked to jam Him, there would have been no Occanoo 
to give Him either Subfidm, or Territories, to keep 
Him within due Bounds. 

You make Ufe of another pretty Device to fcrcen 
' your own Ctndu8> by running into a kng Defence of 
the Revolution* concerning the natma-l Dt&ts. But 
here again* Sir, You have quite mtnenrefented the 
One; for the Crafifmen do not impute the prtfent 
Debt to the Repehtien ; but have often inft&ed that 
j&fift of the original De&t, contacted upon that Ac* 
count, would have been paid off by this Time, if 
proper Mcaihres had been purfaed, and Care tainn that 
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»«p /)<?&/ mould not be ihcurr'd, as fall as the old 
ones were difcharged. 

- After this Apology for the Revolution, We are en- r 
terwin'd, for ten or a dozen Pages more, with an In- 
ventive on the Treaty of Utrecht, which, is juft as 
much totheprefent Purpofe; but That is a Topick, 
which fou and your Zanies can never omit in your 
anniverfary Packets ; and I have often confider'd with- 
in myfelf what You would have been able to fay for 
all your Blunders, if the Peace of Utrecht had not been 
ready at Hand to father them upon. It was certainly 
a very lucky Treaty for You and your Brother, what- 
ever it might be for the Nation, and hath done You 
•i many a good Job. But I think it is grown a little too 
obfolete at prefent, when all the Defefts of it have been 
fupply'd by fo many glorious Treaties of your own ma- 
king* particularly Thofe of Hanover, Seville and Vi- 
enna ,- by which the *f Plan of Power was fo wellde- 
fign&> the Limits fo well bounded, and fo ftrongly fen* 
ced, that no Seafon ever beheld a Peace more univerfaL 
nor did any Conjuncture of Affairs ever promife a Peace 

more eftablij&d and lafting. After This, I fay, it 

may look a little ridiculous to recal the Treaty of U- 
trecht to your Afliilance, and feems pot uulike the Con- 
ceit of a whimficai Fellow I once knew, who, having 
drunk three Bottles of Wine over Night, was very much 
ftirprized to find himfelf lick the neX* Morning, till 
He happened to recollect that He had eat- fomething, 
•which difagreed with his Stomach, about twenty Tears 
Before. 

I defign'd to have taken fome Notice of your kind 
. Hints, concerning the Hessians ; but this Paper is 
already too long ; and therefore I fhal\ conclude with 
advifing You that, if your Affairs mould render it ex- 
pedient to take thofe Troops once more 'into Pay, You 

*+ See the natural Probability of* lofting Peace in 
Europe, fcfr. /.- 3. 

l/t 3 Would 
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rather than HeJ/tans, which arc grown almoft aaodioaa 
to an EfigKfi Ear aainE»Ci*BMA»* eraRo»*fcTs- 

MAN. • Z>. 

tt«r fiiwwifr'i flqff <&#«/ 

Calj-b D'Anvelr*. 
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7$ CALEB ITANVEfeS, Mfa 

SIR, 

>F Yoo profH^nothmgfothcriayte 
' Writings than the poor Vawt* of trir 
umphing over your Afotrjarits % Von 
have efleftuaUy carried y*ur Point, and 
may indulge yourfcU" in the. hijghcjt 
Strains of Exultation. But I am willing 
to belkve that You had fan* nobler End in- View, and 
that your Victory, as an Author, is more than ove*- 
ballanced by your Mortification, as an Evglybd*** upon 
confidermg the prefent Pofture of Affairs, both at home 
and abroad. It is true, indeed, that the miuifterial 
Writtrs axe quite diicomfitcdand driven out of all their 
fcrroer A*»wa*n<8, which aw now fo folly exploded by 
the Courfe of Events. Some of Them have thought 

• £t 
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fie to ©onriime m a ftato of ab&ltttc Silence i whilft 
Otkm are forced to fcnik aboet from Paper to Paper* a* 
thetr?#tr«mm£i>«iCoi«rttoCottrt, in order to con- 
ceal their Ctortsadiction*, and argue agabft ThemfeJvea 
with tolerable Decency. Yet, even under this Di fguife. 
They indnftrioitfly avoid coming to the Point, or giving 
any partkttkr Anfwer to what hath been aUedged on 
the #h$r 8Ht* They triaeotdy m Generals, and en- 
deavour to draw us off from the Scent by a new Tor* 
rent of Ribaldry on the Peace of Utrecht j though 
They boated, aJmeft two Years ago, uWTZvy kadfut- 
fHitUtbi Dtf&sifihu Tretfy, sndeM^dtbt 
ir*iq&tytf%*TQ^n*laftv*F*t*d4imi. This, I* 
nuft coafde, is ridiculous enough, and naturally excites 
laughter, a* tt defer*** Contempt. But the peculiar 
Ckcumftancea of Afeira, at this Time, ought to carry 
our Thoughts beyond the Absurdities of Jktb Wrttdm, 
and direc* them to Ztyfc, who have wotk'dup the pre- 
feat Saavm in Iwrop* One of their Advocate* hath 
the ModeSy to call the pudent Conjonftuc an * h^ft 
Situ4tm y with Retpeft to U* 9 and defaults very ibrid* 
hr on the Wifdeen of onr Counfcis, which have brought 
Great BritstM into thttbkfled Conditioni bu* even the 
Lttter-tvritUr H th Crsflmen is aJham'd of inch pro- 
fligate A&rtiona* and stems to acknowledge that We 
are brought, by feme Means or other, into a terrible 
Complication of DiftrclFcs; though He w very unwift. 
nig that We fitould make any Enquiries feuotac Qtufts 
of it Indeed, the Cafe is too evident, and wanfc bo 6*. 
thcr Explanation. The great Incraaie of our&«n*tv 
the Augmentation of our Laod*Firas % aad other military 
Appearances, both at home and abroad, are Efficient 
Prooar that <mr Cturt do not think Tbemfeivee iaurely 
unconcern' d in \htprefat War, nor free from all Ap» 
prenenfious of being engaged in it. Thie, perhaps, it 



' • See the Daily Courants of kft Week, 
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an &## Situation for fomePerfons, who may hope to 
amafs Wealth, or fcreea Themfelves by publick Confu- 
fions ; but it affords a very melancholy Profped to the 
People in general, who are already burthen'd with fuch 
heavy Debts, and fuch a Multiplicity of Taxes, that 
even the mod expert Projectors will find it extremely 
difficult to open any new Sources, without diftreff- 
ing the prefent Generation in the moft neceflary Arti- 
cles of Life, and entailing infinite Hardships on their 
Pofterity. 

• But if it fhould be abfolutdy neceflary for our own 
Preformation to take a Part in this War, we muft fub- 
mit to it, whatever may be the Confequence;, and 
nothing farely can be more requifite, in fuch a Crifis, 
than an hearty Union, or Coalition, amongft Ourfelves ; 
which tends moft effectually to render the Adminiftra~ 
tion eafyat home, and give Weight to their Counfels 
abroad. P artfGoverntnent is always a wretched Ex- 
pedient 5 but more efpecially -fo *t a Time, when ex* 
traordtnary Subfidies are required of a People, who are 
almoft ready to fink Under their prefent Burthen ; for 
though the collecYive Body of the Nation are concluded 
by their Reprefentatives, and obliged to fubmit to any 
vaxes, which are legally impofed upon Them ; a wife 
Government will always endeavour to have their Hearts, 
as well as their Purfes, at ^Command, and ftrengthen 
their Power by popular Affection. The Force of this 
* Argument will not -be difputed by the Court-Writers, 
•who have often prefe'd it, with great Warmth and Im- 
portunity, againft the Gentlemen in the, Oppefitien. 
- The Neceffity therefore of an Union, or Coalition, is 
acknowledged on both Sides ; but I am .afraid there is 
a very material Difference between us about the Nature 
of* it, and the Terms, upon which it ought to be found- 
ed. The minifterial Writers, feem to mean nothing far- 
ther by a Coalition than an abjeft Surrender of our In- 
terests and Underftandings, at the Difcrction of Men in 
Tower, without any Capitulation. But a Coalition, in 
- .. the 
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the proper Senfe of the Word, certainly means* fome* 
thing more. It means an Abolition of all former Ani- 
mafities, * mutual Accommodation of Differences, and 
an Agreement upon forae gtgeraJ faints, m which &/£ 
Parties ought to give Way a htde to the Prejudices of 
ak£ rt&r. The Body of the People have /hewn * 
ftrong Intimation, to jkeka* Uaim. The *7wwi have 
not been aiham'd to renounce theft riduuhus Principles 
$f Government,, which fome of their Party have for- 
merly inamtaia'd ; and the Wbig% have coste&'d, with 
the nunc Franknefi, that the Practices of tbtir Part) 
have often been a Scandal to their Principle*. Both of 
them have declared their Afieclion for the prefent Efta* 
Mijbmem\ and a&ed in a friendly Concert with each 
other, for the Preservation of our cemmon Liberties'. 
They juitty concur in Opinion that the firmer intirely 
depends 0*1 the Utter, and that large Grants to the 
Crown ought always to be remunerated by the Red red 
of papular Grievances^ when there are any to be re- 
dre&d, according to die antient Pra&ice and even the . 
Inftitution of Parliaments^ 

Suck a DkpofidoB as This* and at foeh a Time as 
This, is certainly a very happv Ciicaaaftance for the 1 
Nation ; and nobody* witt endeavour to prevent thd 
Fraasof it but Thote, whofc laaereft h is that honefl 
Men of all Parties fhoald not agree. The Manruia of 
Hollifax deforibes fiacfa Men very well in his Cbara&er of 
a Trimmer.—— " What da angry Men w\ t fays He, to 
u rail fo again!* MederaOm * Does it not look as if 
«* They were going to fome very fenrvy Extreme, that 
u is too ftrong tor be digefted by the mote confidering 
■« Part of Mankind? Thefe arbitrary Methods, befides 
u the lajuttioc of then, are ( God be thanked ) very 
**. unskilful too ; for they fright the Birds, by talking id 
" loud, from coming into the Neta, that are laid fat 
" them } and when Men agree to rifle an Houfe, They 
*** feldom give Warning* or blow a Trumpet. Bat there 
" are forae jmali State/mem, who are |fo full chasgM 

with 
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V with their own Expectation*, that They cannot con- 

«« tain. And kind Heaven, by fending fuch a fea- 

«' fonable Curfe upon their Undertakings^ hath made 

** their Ignorance an Antidote againft their Malice. 

" Some of Thefe. cannot treat peaceably, yielding 

" will not fatisfy Them. They will have Men by 

" Storm. There are Others, that mull have Plots, 

*' to make their Service more neceffary, and, have an 

ts Intereft to keep Them alive, fince They are to live 
?' upon them ; and perfuade the King to retrench his 

V own Greatnefs, fo-as to fhrink into the Head of a 
u Party, which is the betraying Him, into fuch an. un- 
'* princely Miftake, and to fuch a wilful Diminution 

V of Himfelf, that They are the lati Enemies He ought 
*' to allow Himfelf to forgive. Such Men, if They 
*' could, would prevail with the Sun to fhineonly up- 
*' on Them and their Friends, and to leave all the reft 
f* X>f the World in the Dark. This is a very unufual 
" Monopoly, and may come within the Equity of the 

. V* law, which makes it Treafon to imprifon the King ; 
" when fuch unfitting Bounds are put to his Favour, 
" and He is confined to the narrow Limits of .a particu- 
* lar Bet of Men, that would inclofe Him. Tbefe 
?' boneft and only loyal Gentlemen, if. They may be ak 
u low'd to bear Witnefs for Themfelves, make a King 
u their Engine, and -degrade Him into a Property at 
'* the very Time, that their, Flattery would make him 
u believe They paid divine Worfhip to Him. Bcfidca 
*' Thefe, thtre is a flying Squadron on both Sides, that 
;' are. afraid the World fhouJd agree 5 fmall Dabblers in 
*' Conjuring, that . raife angry Apparitions to keep 
*' Men from being reconciled, like Walps, that fly up 
*•* and down, buz and fling, to keep Men unquiet ; but 
" tbefe InfetJs'arc commonly fhort-lived Creatures, and 
" no Doubt in a little Time Mankind will be rid of 
" them. They were Gyants at leaft, who iought 
f once againft Heaven; but for fuch Pygmies as Tbefe 
?' to contend againft it, is fuch a provoking Folly, that 

" the 
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* the infolent Bunglers ought to be laughM and hifs'd 
u out of the World for it. They mould confider there 
•« is a Soul in tint great Body of the People, which may 
*' for a Time be drowfy and unaftive, but when the 
*' Leviathan is rouzed, it moves like an angry Creature, 
'* and will neither be convinced, nor refilled. The 
€i People can never agree to fhew their united Powers, 
u till They are extremely tempted and provoked to it j 
" fo that to apply Cupping-Glaffes to a great Beaft; 
u naturally difpofed to Sleep, and to force the tame 
*' Thing, whether it will or no, to be valiant, muft be 
" learn'd out of fome other Book than Machiavel, who 
" would never have prefcribed fuch a prepofterous 
*« Method. 

This is a lively Picture of fome Perfons at prefent, 
whole Guilt makes Them endeavour to revive our for- 
mer Animoiities, and fow new Divifions amongft us.' 
Being confcious that their own Safety confifts in the 
fame blind Party-Zeal, which iirft raifed Them, They 
leave no Arts untry'd to blow up the dying Embers of 
Faction into a new Flame, and frighten well-meaning 
People with Dcfighs again ft the prefent Eftablijb- 
tnent. 

For this Purpole, the News-Papers have been lately 
fill'd with wild Accounts from Rome, about the Preten- 
der and his Son, as well as broad Hints that (bme 
Enterprize, in his Favour, is now in Agitation, and '• 
that He is actually preparing for a Journey. There may, 
perhaps, be fbme Truth in the latter Part of this Intelli- 
gence ; for if We Ihould think fit to take Part with the; 
Emperor, it is probable enough that Frame will play her 

• old Game over again, by fending for the Pretender over 
the Alp!, and making uffr of Ham as a* Tool to alarm 
People here, and make a Flutter in Change- Alley. This 
miy do us infinite Mifchief, in our prefent Circumltan- 
ces, iy depreciating publick Credit, and making vaft 
Numbers of People unea fy in the PofTeiTion of their 
Properties. But Trance will always have this Advantage 

% againft 
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againrt us, as bag a* StoeijMug condone* and there 
are any Disturbances k Europe**— -Suchasc thebfeffeet 
Etfetf* of that feaithotn* Paper Wealth* which our 
Zfc&/ have created, and it liable to be blown away by 
every Puff of Wkid! 

The Jam* Genilaenm bane likewife made a Difcorery 
thai tbere are great Nuaaberaof Pop*/k Mi&marm now 
in England* wko exercsie a Sort of Et<kfi*fiical Jurifi 
didim amongft Tban&vea.— —What a notable Dif- 
covery is This, and how feafonably timed, *> serves 
double Purpofe at the enjmng Ble8iens 9 by alarming the 
Prouftants with the Danger of the Pretender, and ter- 
rifying the Roman Caibolkks with Appreheafians of 
having- the penal Laws put in Force againft Them r 
With this View a * j^& Pamphlet hath been tliiperfed 
thro the Kingdom, and made uie of in a late Speech at 
Salter' s-Hall t to influence the Proteftant Difeniers ; but 
h wife a Body of Men will never fuller '1 hcmfclves to 
be impofed upon by foch Artifices, nor to be made the 
Property of Perfons, who have a vulble Intereft in 
iriiileading Them. They will remember what a dan- 
gerous Step They made, in a late Reign, by liftenmg to 
fuch Counfels ; and cannot be fo weak, or fo wicked, as 
to propoie any Advanuges to Thernfelvea, by (heading 
in the Gap between a defperate Preje&er and the Body 
of an injured^ exafperated People. A. 

9 Tbepreftnt Stale of Popery in England, Sec. 
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N°3pp. Saturday, #£. 43, 1733-4. 

ft CALEB D'ANVERS, £#; 

S /*, 

|S I Was looking over ibme old Manu- 
fcrfpts, one Day toft Week, I happened 
to meet with the following excellent 
Speech, which, was made by a Gentle- 
man of the Houfe of Commons t in the 
Reign of Queen Anne % and taken from 
his Mouth in Short-Hand. The Reader will imme- 
diately perceive that it was attended with a Motion for 
bringing in a Bill, to limit the Number of Place-Men 
in the Hoafe of Commons ; and as a Bill of the fame Na- 
ture is now depending there, I hope the Publication of 
this Speech may be of feme Ufc. 

" Mr. Speaker, 

«" TT^** at * x *k *? *° r 1S t0 prop ^ * EMU which 
•** Vy ma y i«nedy tlie Inconvenience, that the 
*' -\ worthy Gentleman complains of; a Bill, on which 



f The Houfe had juft come to the- following Refolu- 
tion, viz. 

" Retyped* that fuch Members of this Houfe, who 
" do abfent Themfelres, without the Leave of this 
" Houfe, are. to be 'reputed Deferters of their Truft, 
" and N^gleclorsof that- Duty They owe to this Houk 
" and their Country. ^ 

Vol. XII. N " the 
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•* the Safety of the Nation feems to depend as much as 
* 4 on the Succcfs of the War, in which We are engaged.* 
* 4 The carrying on the War would be throwing away* 
" fo much Treafure and fo many Lives, unlefs at the 
,* fame Time/ that We fecure our liberties againft a 
** foreign Enemy, We can prevent the Danger of their 
4< being undermined at home. 

" If every Gentleman's Office and Employment were 
44 added to his Name as it is call'd over, every Call 
" of the Houfe would put us on confidering whether 
" tome new Law is not wanting to leffen the Number of 
44 fuch Members as poflefs them j and I* am afraid it 
*' would now appear to You that They are more riume- 
" rous than ever, notwithstanding the fevcral Bills, 
44 that have patted both Houfes, and feveral others, that 
44 have pafled only tbu Houfe ; by which the Senfe of 
" the Commons hath been 10 often declared ; though 
" perhaps, not lb well as it might have been, had We 
■•' obferved the feme Order, when many Members an 
44 perfonalh concerned* that We do, when one Member 
«•• 15, by obliging Them to withdraw. The Oppofers 
" oitbife Bills have often been fo few in Number, that 
44 They might be only fuch as were in Employment ; 
44 and if They had withdrawn, the Bills might have 
44 pafs'd without a Jingle Negative. 

•! Though the civil Officers ihould not be increased, 
44 the Continuance of the War muft make the mfitary 
44 Officers more numerous and more powerful. I'Thofe, 
44 who have no other Fortune depending • on the War 
4< than the Command of a Regiment, have nothing elle 
44 to do but to make a proper Difpofition in the C loath- 
" ing of it; by which Means fuch an Imefeft may be 
44 made in moft of the Corporations, as no -Gentleman 
*' in -the Country is able to refift. Promotions may be 
44 made every Day in the old Regiments, and new tnes 
" raised, and a very great Share of theffe Prefermerits 
" falls to ibis Houfe. The Number of fitch Members 
« is therefore fo far from being reftrain'd* thatit feems 

44 likely 
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" likely to incrtafe, as long as the War lafts. The 
«• heavier the Debt is upon the Nation, the more of 
" ttofe, who receive the fublick Money, will fit here 
•* and impofe the Taxes, out of which They are 
«« paid. 

. ** One of the wifeft and mod flourishing * States does 
'* not allow any Town to chufe a military Officer for- 
«* its Reprefenlative ; and though there is no Preroga* 
f the in that Country, from which They can fear 
** an Encroachment on their Liberties; yet Officers 
«\are thought to be improper Checks on Tbemfelves, 
" or on Tbo/e, who recommend Them to their Em- 
4€ ploy meats. 

" The Corruption of the Borough is grown to fuch- 
'* an Height, it is fo eafy to procure 2, Return, and 
*' fuch a Latitude is left by the Variety of our own* 
" Determinations, that whenever any Set of Minifters 
" think fit to exert Themfelves, They may bring in fo* 
" many military Officers, as together with Thofe, who- 
" have civil Employments, may make up a Majo- 
" rity. 

" I hope We ihall be confident with Ourfervesin 
u what We did the % other Day, when We came to- 
" thofe Resolutions for preventing the Danger of arbi- 
«* trary Power. When * Majority can be commanded 
«• here, defpotick Power, may be eftablUh'd by Law, 
*' and Refinance be made illegal. To render it, at 
" the fame Time, lawful for the Subjetl to refift, and- 
«* eafy for a Prince to become abfolute, is bringing the- 
«« Nation into perpetual Danger of War between the 
" King and the People. If fo many Members mould - 
" be gain'd here, as to vote a fumcient Army, Refift- 
" ance might be impoffible, though it were lawful, 
" But admitting the People would be always able to 
" regain their Freedom, it cannot furely be thought 
N 2 • " more 

* Holland. . % Alluding to the Proceedings againft 
Dr. Sacbtverel. 
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«• more advifcable to ufe the Remedy of Arms than to 
4i keep our Liberties {ale in a $w# ^9- ** w * take 
" Care that there always be a Efficient Number, here to 
« oppofe the ill Defigns of Minifters, these will never 
" be any Need of Refijlante by Arms. 

" It cannot be deny'd that in ill Times F/j/r/, 
49 whether civil or military, will have an Influenced 
" over ill Men. For a Member of this Houfc to re* 
44 ceive a private Penfion hath been always elkem'd a» 
44 Breach of Truft, and a Violation of our Conftitu- 
44 tion ; and a known Penfion, during Pleafure, ex- 
** eludes a Man ' from fitting here. That a Place, of 
*' litde Trouble, is as valuable as a Penfion, of the 
«• fame yearly Income, We fee by the great Crouds of 
" Candidates, on every Vacancy, and the high Prices,' 
** that We hear are paid for them. 

" In a common Trial, aU Peribns concern'd in In- 
** terefi are not only excluded from being Jurymen, but 
" even their Tcftlmony as to Matters of facl is not 
" thought fit to be credited ; and will an ill Man, in 
•« ill Times, gain nothing by his voting ?— -When 
*• a Place makes up a confiderabie Part of a Man's 
44 Fortune, is it not plain that if the Liberty of tbt 
44 Subjetl comes in Competition with the Prerogative, 
'< it will be his own Lf terefi to oppofe the Intereft of 
** Tbofe, whom He reprefents ? May it not eaiily hap- 
44 pen that the private Advantage of ahnoft every Man 
44 in Office will be contrary to That of the PublickT 
44 And Ihould a Prince become abfclute, would not 
« They (hare amongtt Them the Spoils of their Fellow- 
4 * Subjects ? Is it not their Inter eft > more than bis, that 
" He ihould have no Controul ?— — But allowing that 
4 * it would not be for the Advantage of Some, who' 
•• have great Fortunes of their own, to go into violent 
44 Meafuresi yet there may be feveral Cafes, in which 
44 They may apprehend no great Danger in paying a 

44 Comtliment. 1 hope every Gentleman here is fa- 

.•» tisfy'd that, in Time of Peace, We fhall want no 

44 greater 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



N°3p9* *** CuAFTtKAIt. 149 

«' greater Number of Men for Guard's and Garrison* 
" than before the War\ bat fitfee that Eftablifhinent 
«' hath been increafedb * Vote muft pais, in order to 
" reduce it; and muft not many Gentlemen, in that 
•« Cafe, vote away their own Preferment f I don't at 
" all doubt that leveral will do it ; but if it fhould be 
«* thought proper to increafe the Number of Guards 
*' and Garrifons, as hath been done in this War, and 
« f perhaps without Damage to the Publick; (becaufe 
** the greateft Part of Them have been employed abroad 1 
« f though indeed the Precedent feems dangerous;) would 
" any Arguments be able to convince fucb Men, at 
" would have their Subfiftence from the Army, that 
u the Addition of a few more Troops than the laft 
" Settlement would give us up into the Hands of the 
" Prince? Or that, without fuch an Addition, hit 
" Civil-Lift might enable Him to compafs our De- 
" ltruftion ? If a Proportion for granting a CiviULift 
*' were under - Debate, and the QuefUon fhould be 
«' whether it ought to be fettled for Life, or even in- 
" creased, would fuch Points be properly decided by 
" Tiofe, whofe Salaries were to be paid out of it ? 
" Could We depend upon it that Men would deduct 
" that Part out of their Calculation, which would be 
fet afide for their won Wages? When Men in 
" Places are not above being govern'd \n Inter eft ^ They 
« will certainly be directed by Wofe, who prefer Thorn; 
" fo that it will be no Security to us, that the Crown 
" can neither increafe, nor diminilh the Number of 
«« Members ; for as long as it hath the Power of railing 
t( Regiments, and bellowing Places and • Penfians, it 
" may at any Time take off from Tbofe, who ought 
*' to represent the People, and add to Thdie, who may 
*' be induced to reprefent the Court. 

" But if We could fuppofe that Places would nevet 

" influence Men; and. their fitting here would raife 

" Them to more generous Thoughts than Wecommon- 

" ly fee in Others* I fay, if We could be fatisfy'd of 

N 3 " This, 
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** This, yet We ought to take all poffiMe Care to keep 
" our feWea from any Imputation of that Kind, and 
« r confider that the Honour, Dignity and Power ot 
41 this Hoitfe can only be ropported dj the Opinion, 
44 which Thofe without Doors have of its Integrity; 
44 for it is- not enough to be nntorruft, unkft We have 
" the Reputation of being lb too. It is to the un- 
4t blemiftrd Conduft and Character of ttofe, who 
*' have fate here before us, that Wc owe all me Ad van - 
*' tages We now enjoy by our Conftittttion. When the 
«* good Name of Parliaments hath declined, their Au- 
«• thority hath always been dimmifhed in Proportion ; 
•• and what can be tne Weight of five hundred Geufle- 
4€ men, who are to ftand by ttemftlves, as Ttytf al- 
«« ways will, unlefs They can convince Others that 
"They are carrying on their hterejf, as well as 
44 their own? 

■« The high Opinion, which We all have of the fre- 
* € fent Sovereign, can be no Objection to the ufing our 
" Endeavours for obtaining a Security againft this Dan- 
** ger; Were She not intirely in the Interefts of her 
44 People, it would be in vain to hope for any Jucb 
•* Laws, They are never h likely to be obtahvd, as 
4€ when They have the leaft BfetJ. They arc onljr 
* € neceflary in a had Reign ; and when That comes, it 
" is too late to think of -them. 

44 But I muft take the liberty to fry, that notwith- 
•' {landing the great Confidence, which We aH fo 
*« juftly rcpofe in the prefent Sovereign, there never was 
u more Reafon than now to provide for our future 
" Safety. — If We had nothing elfc to fink us, the 
4t Debt of the Nation is heavier than it ever hath been, 
" and than the Nation was ever thought able to bear." 
4< The People are extremely weakened by it, and in 
•' Proportion as the Commons are weaken'd, the Crown 
44 advances in its Power over Them ; fb that although 
" the Number of Officers here had not "been increa- 
« fed, the Debt being fuch as the People were never 

" bur- 
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u burthen'd with before, it imports us more than ever 
* to provide agamft the Danger of any. Incroachments 
** from the Crovnt. 

44 The landed Men are not only feflen'd in general, 
" bat every particular Gentleman, the more He feels 
" the Weight of 'Taxes, the more He lofes of his In- 
44 tereft in the Country, and the more of that Intereft 
« b tranrferr'd to the Perfins, who receive their Pay 
" out of tbofe Taxes. 

" If We would effe&ually put the Proteftanl Sue- 
" ceffion upon fuch a Foot that it cannot be fhaken, 
44 We ought to convince Men that They will be free, 
44 when They are under it. They will always be' 
" moft zealous in Defence of that Eftablhhmcnt, un- 
" der which their Liberties are moll fecure. 

44 There are few Gentlemen here, who have not, at 
44 one Time or other, even fince the 'Revolution, been 
44 fenfible how neceffary it is for our Safety to make 
" fome Proviiion in this Matter. If every Man, who 
44 hath once been of that Opinion, mould be fo now, 
" a Bill for it would pafs more unanimously than any, 
" that was ever offered to the Houfe ; and if there be 
'• feme Perfons, who think our Conftitution fecure, for 
" the Time to come, as well as the prefent, it is to 
u , be hoped that They will have fo much Regard fbf 
44 Thofe, who s are of a different Opinion, as to re- 
" move their Apprehenfions, and give. Them fomecon* 
u vincing Proof that our great \SucceJes abroad 'willed 
. w feclually prevent any Attempts upon our Liberties 
44 at borne. 

This Speech breathes the Spirit of an bonefl Englijb* 
man, and I am forry to obferve that the Reafoning in 
it hath proved fo prophetick; for though We have 
now been above twenty Years in Peace, the national 
Debt continues much the fame as it was at the Conclu- 
sion of the War ; and an Army of near twenty thou- 
/and Men hath been kept up, under the Name of 
Guards and Garrifins, for moft Part of that Time. 

By 
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87 thefe Means it hath come to pafs that the Num- 
ber of Officers and Place-men, in the £&«/* ff C#»- 
tnons, is fo far from being reduced, that They have 
been growing upon us ever fince, and may in Time 
become a Majority of the whole Houfe. Whatever 
Reafons therefore might be affign'd for delaying fucb 
a Provlfion at the Time, when this Speech was made^ 
there can be none at prefent, when the Neceulty of 
it hath been confirmed by the Experience of above 
twenty Tears. 

It is to be hoped, indeed, that the late glorious A&» 
fir preventing Bribery at Elections, and the vigorous 
Execution of it, will remedy fome of the Evils men- 
tioned above ; fuch as the Corruption of Boroughs, fa/ji 
Returns, and partial Determinations* But We ought 
certainly to take fome Care of our liberties within 
Doors, as well as without ; and therefore the honed 
Zeal of our Reprefentatioes, at fo critical a Conjuncture, 
by ordering in a Bill for this Purpofe, deierves the 
higheft Applaufe, as I hope it will meet the utmoft U- 
nanimity. 2>. 



N c 400. Saturday, March l y 1733-4. 

SHE RE being a ftrong Report in Town 
that a Motion will be fbon made in Par* 
K liament, for repealing the feptennial Aff 9 
I If and reitoring our antient Conilitution of 

I frequent, new Parliaments, I cannot en* 
* tertain my Readers better, at this Junc- 
ture, than by fbme Extradts from a Speech made in 
the Houfe of Common:* when the Aft for triennial 
parliaments was repeal'd. Great Part of this Speech 
confifc of Arguments againft the Power of an Houfe of 

Commons 
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Commons to "continue Themfelvcs longer than the 
Term, for which They were elected ; but all fucceed- 
ing Parliaments having been chofen by the People for 
fiven Tears, tfcofe Objections have no Weight in the 
prefent Cafe. I Hull therefore quote fnch Parts only 
as relate to the Queftion, whether long or fhort Parlia- 
ments are moft agreeable to the Nature of our Conftitu- 
tion, and moft conducive to the Interefi of the Nation., 

The Gentleman, who made this Spent, begins with 
ihewing that Parliaments antiently conMcd of but one 
Sejfion, which never lafted a Tear ; and that there is no 
Inftance of a Prorogation to be found in our Hifbry 
till the violent Reign of Henry the 8th. He then ob- 
serves that die Neceffity of frequent Parliaments feems 
to be univer&lly aUow'd, and proceeds in the follow- 
ing Manner. 

" I Wifh Gentlemen would as generally concur that 
** I the other Part, which I have mentioned, and I 
" think have made appear to have been our antknt 
" Confiitution, were as abfolutely neceflary to the Pre- 
** fervation of our Liberties; I mean Parliaments of 
** oneSeffioni not only frequent, but frequent New 
** Parliaments. The Thing, indeed, appears very 
** evident to Me ; fb evident/ that, in my poor Qjn- 
*' nion, otu> Liberties would not be more, nay not to 
94 precarious under an abfotute Monarchy, as with &n 
u Houfe of Commons, who had Right to fit either for 
44 many tears together, or without any Limitation of 
" Time ; for it is certain that a Prince, who Hood 
u only on the Bottom of his own abfilute Authority, 
«* affiled With a few Miniften and fome Troops, would' 
" frill think Himfelf pretty much upon his good Beha- 
" viour towards the united Boa) of his People, and" 
* would probably be cautious of exerting his Power, 
" in fuch a Manner, as to giveajuft Provocation to 
<* a general Revolt, and Jetting up Another in his 
" Acad ; but a Prince, wkh a Parliament at his^ De- 
" votion, would be infinitely more terrible, and, with' 

« much 
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Ci much greater Security, might give a Loofc to every 
** Extravagancy of Power ; for when the Reprefenta- 
" fives of the People, who are chbfen by Them to be 
u the Guardians of their Liberties t can be prevail'd on, 
*' for little Advantages to Themfelves, to betray thek 
" Truft, and come into aM the Meafurcs of a defign- 
*f ing Miniftry, it is then indeed that the Liberties of 
u a People are in the moft imminent Danger ; and 
** furely there is great Reafon to apprehend that an 
** Hwfe of Commons might foon become very obfequi- 
*' ous to a Miniftry, if They were to fit for a long Pe~ 
u riod, or without Limitation, and if there were no 
*•' near Day in View of a new E/etfion, when the Con- 
'Vduft of Gendemen, in this Place, would be en- 
*' quired into, in their rejpeclive Counties-. 

u 1 believe it will not be deny'd, that it is very 
M poffible for 'i Miniftry, by Penfions and Employments 
u to Some, by the Expectations raifed in Others, and 
** by the Corruption of Eleclors and returning Officers, 
u to obtain a very great Majority, intirely and blindly 
" at their Devotion, even at the very firft Meeting of 
u a Parliament ; and that by a Committee of EU8i- 
" ons, and other proper Helps, their.Party may daily 
" mcreaue ; and that fuch.a Parliament may be fo far 
** from protecting the Liberties of their Country, or 
" from being a Terror to evil Minivers, as to become 
" Themfelves the Tools of Oppreffion in the Hand of 
u fueb a Minijt t ry,zxA by Authority to confecrate the 
u worft of Actions; to declare every bon$ Patriot, 
" who hath the Courage to attempt to ftem the Tide 
** of Wickednels, and to ftand up for the liberties of 
** his Country, to be its greateft Enemy ; and Thofe, 
** who are ready to give it up, to be the only true 
" Friends of our Conftitution \ and if This fhould ever 
u happen to be our Cafe, I beg Gentlemen to con- 

* fider, whether a greater Curfe could fall on any 
" People, than to have fuck a Parliament aslbuen- 

* tail *d upon Them. . 

I hava 
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<• I have been often furprized, when I reflected 
M how wanting we were to ourfelves, at the Revolts 
«' tion t in not retrieving and feeuring forever, by the 
*« Claim of Rights, our antient Conftitution of frequent, 
* new Parliaments \ which, in. my poor Opinion, was 
« much more valuable than All that We claim'd be- 
<« fides ; but We obtained This, in Part, by the Aft 
*' pafsM m the fixth Year of the Reign of King WiU 
«« Ham, and which the Bill before us intended to re- 
•«« peal; for by that Aft We are to have new Parlia* 
* x ments, at leaft, once in three fears 5 and even This 
«« is fucft a Security to the Britijb Liberties, that all the 
** Objections agafrift triennial Elections are but very 
«• Trifles, when compared with That. Therefore I 
«* am not a little furprized, when I hear Gentlemen 
*• fay that the triennial Aft is a new Conftitution, and 
«f ' that the intended Repeal of it will be but reftoring 
•« c the King, in Part, to his Prerogative, and fetting 
" the Conftitution a little nearer to what it antiently 
•«' was. Surely, there is nothing farther from the - 
,** Truth of the Fad. The antient Conftitution was, 
«< at leaft, annual new Parliaments*, and This was 
-*' broke in upon, and that Breach afterwards cori- 
" tinued in the Manner, which I have already let 
*' forth ; and by this Aft We have no new Privilege 
*< granted, but only reftored in Part toThofe, which 
^' We had always a Right to. But were it in Reality 
'* a new Grant, ihall We give it'up w enlarge only the 
*• Prerogative of the Crown ? May We nor, in the 
" fame Way of Reafoning, give up the Habeas Corf us 
'"' Aft, and all 'the other Privileges and Immunities, 
'* which have been obtained to the People from the 
«* Crown, from the Date of Magna Charta to this 
** very Day ? This furely hath not been the good old 
, Ai Way of Rcafoning in this Place, and I prefume it 
•* wilt meet with due Difcouragement at this Time. I 
" hope We (hall, on this and all other Occasions, ac- 
** quit ourfelves like 2?/v/m/, and not give up, in Com- 

** plaifance 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i$6 ^Ceaftjman. N°40o. 

ph&nce to any Mini/try f the fmalleft, much left the 
greateft and moft valuable Privilege of Thofc We 
rcprefent ; and that We fhall have the utmoft Cau- 
tion in making any Step, that may have the kaft 
Tendency towards that Slavery, from which, at thef 
Rifque of a Revolution, and an immenfe Expenceof 
Blood and Trcafure, We have 16 lately refcued our- 
felves. I hope yet to live to fee the Day, when our 
brefent gracious Sovereign King George the firft will 
have the Glory to compleat the mtire lettering of 
our antient Conftitution, to which his PredcccfTar 
King William the third hath made filch a confide- 
rable Advance ; and that, inftead of triennial* We 
fhall have annual new Parliaments. Then, indeed,' 
the Britijb Liberties will be founded on a Rock, a- ~ 
gainft which the Machinations of the werft Mimftri&s 
will be never able to prevail ; and the Crown will be 
frequently and faithfully informM of the Sentiments 
of the People, and be thereby enabled to preferve 
that Confidence and good Correfpondence with 
Them, fo absolutely neceflary for the Happinefs of 
both. To This I may add, that the Inconveniences 
from triennial E legions will thereby be much more 
efie&ually redrefs'd and cured, than ever they will 
be by paffing the Bill before us into a Law. Upon 
the whole therefore, I ihall take Leave to affirm, 
that We haye at prefent an indifputable Right to tri- 
ennial new Parliaments, and a very juft Claim (for 
I know of no Law, that hath deprived us of it) to 
annual Elections. 

" It bath been /aid that three Years is too Jhort a 
Time to eft eel any Thing of great Moment for the 
Service and Benefit of the Nation j that the firft Seffion 
is generally fpent in the Determination ^Elections ; 
in the fecond fomething is done ; but that the laft 
-Seffion is ufually oj much loft as the firft ; Gentle- 
. metis Minds running fo much on the en filing Electi- 
on, as to think of nothing elfe ; and the Fear aljo of 
. «* difobliging 
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Choice, becomes a very great Byafs on tbeir Conduct in 
t€ Parliament, to the Prejudice if the fublkk Service ; 
M fo that in this fbort Term tf three Years there is little 
€ * more than the Work of one Year dene, 

" I mm not a little furprized that fuch Aflertions a* 
*• thefe ihould be made Ufe o£ as Arguments againjl 
«' triennial Parliaments 1 beeauje they feera to be /V*- 
*' teftatio centra Factum, as was faid by a very great 
* € Man of Dr. SacbeverePs Speech. It is evident that 
*' the Bufineft of the Publick was carry'd on, for fan? 
"" Hundreds of Years, by annual Parliaments xm\y, and 
** our Hiftories for that Time do not acquaint us wirjj, 
" any Complaints made of the Shortnefs of their Du> 
" ration. 

" I will agree that much Time is fpent, not only ia 
<€ the firft, but in the fecond Tear, in the Determina- 
" tion of Elections ; but if Thefe were aD> without Di- 
+* ftin&ion, left to the Committee appointed for that 
" Purpofe, it would not make fa great a Part of the 
* ( Bufinefc of the Houfe, as it hath of late Years done ; 
** and if the Right efElecHon for the feverai Cities and 
"•' Boroughs were unalterably fix'd, and not changed 
** from Time to Time, with refpe& to the Petitioners 
* ( and fitting Members, the Work, even of the Commit- 
** tee, would be greatly leffcnM. 

" As to'the Inconveniencies fuggeiled to the third 
"•' ScJJion, from the near Approach of a new Choice j it 
*' will be much the fameagainft the fecond Seffion, 19 
c< which Something of Bulin.efs is admitted to be done \ 
" for I fee but little Difference between the Influence, * 
•' which the Profpeft of a new Choke will have at the 
u End of one, or at the End of * two Tears. The 

" Objection 

* This was experimentally veriffd in the late Cafe 

stf the ExcHe-Scheme, if We may believe the minifterial 

Writers, who have vften complained that the approach- 

Voj,. XIL O ing 
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41 Obje&ion therefore, as to this Purpofe, is altogether 
«* trifling ; but I will agree that it hath its Weight, if 
" it be urged for the long Continuance, and greater ftill, 
€€ if it be urged for perpetuating the prefent Parity 
*' ment ; for then, indeed, Gentlemen would be free'd 
" from all Anxiety about a future Election, and would 
" be under no Reftraints, nor have any Byafs on their 
*• Minds from the Sentiments of *Tbofe, who chofe 
?• Them. 

*« As to the Increase of Bribery md Corruption in 
" Elections, fince the triennial Ml, it is impoflible it 
" can be owing to that Lata, or that it would be in 
•' any wife diminifh'd by a Repeal of it 5 and in Fad 
" the Increafe of Bribery and Corruption in Elections 
** may have happened fince that Law, and yet be in 
*' no wife a Confequence of it. *Tis contrary to com- 
€t mon Senfe to imagine that fbofe, who would pur- 
*• chafe their Seats in Parliament, would give more for 
" a triennial than for a Septennial one ; or that fucb 
•'" Electors, who will fell their Voices, have not Arith- 
4 * metick enough to proportion their Prices to the 
" Times, for which They chufe their Reprefentatives. 
*' The Funds, as I am informed, produce above three 
** Millions yearly, towards the Intereft and finking 
** fomc Part of the Principal of our Debt. This great, 
** additional Revenue, though the Property of private 
** Perfons, is intirely under the Management of the 
•* Officers of the Crown, and thereby a Dependance on 
** a Minijlry hath been created, vaftly greater than ever 
, * e was before, or could otherwife have been ; and what 
*« Influence This hath had on our Ejections, throughout 

••* the 

ing Election bad too great a Share in determining the 
Pate of that Bill ; and I leave the People of England to 
tanfider whether it would* not contribute to their Security 
vgainft the Revival of fuch an Attempt, If Provifion 
'to at made that a new Ele&ion Jhould never be at a very 
great Di/tance* 
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" the whole Kingdom, the Ads of Parliament, which 
" have been made to prevent it, fufficiently proclaim. 
.** We have now an Army of civil Officers as dange- 
*" rous as any ^military Force, Entirely at the Devotion 
u of a Miniftry > and although We may run no Rifque 
/* from This m the Hands, where his Majefty hatl* 
" now placed the Adminiftration, yet We have fre*- 
•* quently been, and may again be m Peril, from thia 
" adventitious Power, of the total Lofs of our Confti- 
*' tution. 

" The fhort of the Cafe feems to Me to be, that 
" fime Minifters have by their Conduct gone a great 
u Way to beggar the Nation i and that Others have 
" corrupted Thofe, who have been fo undone. In this 
01 unhappy Situation of Men and Things, the fublick 
f Money hath been employ M to corrupt ElecJors and 
** returning Officers, and thereby fome hits Parliaments 
V have been fill'd with the Creatures of a Mini/?ry r m& 
? many have like wife expended vafl Sums of their own, 
" when They favv it neceJTary to get, or fecure sl Place ; 
*• by which Means tbefe Parliaments liave been fill'd 
f* with great Numbers of mercenary Troop, whofe 
0t Names were fcarce known in the Countries, where 
** They were chofen, without any Family Jnterefts of 
** their own, or the Afliftance of Thole, who had ; and 
* if there hath been any Bribery on the Parts of Tbofe\ 
** who have oppofed Jucb Men, as perhaps there may, 
** it hath been occafionM by the vile Arts, which have 
.•* been put in Practice againft Them. So I think I may 
** truely affirm that Bribery and Corruption in Eleflions 
" have not follow'd, as any ill Conference of the 
" triennial Aft, but from Caufes widely different; and 
** that the Foundation was firft laid, and hath been 
•' fince improved and earry'd on, by wicked anddeftgn- 
? ing Minifters* J). 

O z Sa TURD AT 
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ft CALEB D'ANVERS, £#> 
5 7/?, 

I T is juftly obfervcd bv the minifieriai 
Writers, as much as You may pleafe ts 
defpife Them, that nothing is eafier than 
to harangue againft Men in Tower > and? 
fnd Fault with publkk Meafures. Debts* 
Taxes, Exei/es, and /landing Armies arc 
now grown fuch beaten Topicks, that every Schoolboy 
is able to declaim cepioufly u**on them, and may enter 
the Lifts with a Minifter if State. Nay, even the 
mod illiterate are net unacquainted with ihefe practical 
Parts of political Science. There is not a Day-Labou- 
rcr in Town or Country, who docs not perfectly under- 
hand the Nature of Taxes. The Knowledge of Excifes 
is become almoft as general as the Extent of them ; and 
the lowcft of the People arc wife enough to know that 
/landing Armies, in Times of ^eace, are calculated for 
feme other Ends, befides protecting Them in their 
Rights and Privileges, Thefe, I fay, are Topicb f 
which the prefent State of Aflairs hath thrown in every 
body's Way, and adapted to the meaneft Underftand- 
rngs; but the ftint, which hath been lately darted 
about ftptemtial, or fianding Parfiaments, as they are 
invidioufly term'd, feems to be more popular than all 
the reft ; and yet, if We examine the Arguments, ad- 
vanced upon tiis Head, they will appear as ridiculous as 
Thofe upon any of the &ber* 
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I know the Confequence of thwarting the Prejudices 
of the People, and am very well apprized of jhe Cla- 
mour, which will be railed againft Me for appearing in 
Defence of long Parliaments. I muft expedl to be cail'd 
a Pen/toner, an Hireling, a Rofiertfman, with all thofo 
other pretty Appellations, which have been fo plentiful- 
ly beftow'a upon the Court-Writers. But nothing {hall 
deter Me from fpeaking the Truth, upon fo important a 
Subject, and bearing my Teftimony againft any Innova- 
tions in the prefent good Order and Difpofition of 
Things. Let us therefore take a fhort View of the 
principal Arguments z&in&fepttnnial Parliaments, and 
m Behalf of frequent EUSions. 

In the firft Place, it is alledged that Parliaments ori- 
ginally confided of but one Seffion ; and that two or 
three new Parliaments were fbmetimes cail'd within the 
Compafs of a Year. This is pompoufly fly led our antl* 
ent Conftitution ; and We have been entertain'd with a 
great deal of impertinent Rhetorick upon it. But grant* 
ing This to be true, hath not the judicious Mr. OJborne 
(or Mrs. OJborne, if You pleafe) unanfwerably proved, 
upon manifold Occafions, that new England is better 
than old England, and that our modern, polite Confuta- 
tion infinitely furpaffes our antient, barbarous Conftttur 
tion ? Anfwer That, if You can. 

Another Argument to the fame Purpofe is, that the 
Method of proroguing Parliaments is a Practice of mo* 
dem Date, and was hrft introduced by Henry the 
VHIth. I grant This too ; and what then ? It is well 
known that the Reformation was begun under the fame 
Prince ; and yet, 1 believe, tbefe Writers wiH not pre* 
x fume- to condemn our Religion, upon that Account, 
Popery was certainly a Part of our antient Conftitution t 
as well as Jbort Parliaments ; and why might not on4 
ftand in need of Reformation, as well as the other & 
What ftrange Lengths will fome Men run, when They, 
are pnfh'd on by Party-Zeal and a Spirit of Oppofitionp 
It is no Wonder that Popery gains Ground amongft us, 

* whit* 
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when ftch Do&rines-are advanced fey ferfbns, who 
call Themfelves Prot eft ants. Bellarmvne himfelf could 
do no more ; nay , He did the very fame Thing, by in- 
lifting on Antiquity as one neceflkiy Mirk. of « true 
Qbureh'. 

Thus much as to the antimt Cmftitufkn of ?arh*> 
tnents. Let usnow proceed to the Merits of the Caufe, 
*nd try it by Reafon and Experience. 

The two hng Parliaments, in the Reigns of Charles 
the tft and Charles the 2d, never fail to be mentioned, 
fcpon thefe Occafions, by the Advocates fir frequent 
ttteeJions. One, lay They, was attended with the 
total Overthrow of our Conftitution, both in Church 
«nd State, as well as the tragical Death of the King ; 
tnd They add that the other brought Things almoft to 
* Orifis again, after the Reftoratim. Bat I muft oeg 
lieave to put thefe Gentlemen in Mind that the true Art 
Of reconciling Parliaments to the Temper of a Court 
was not difcover -d in the Reign of King Charles the ift> 
who mHfcarried by the Application of harfh Remedies, 
where Lenitives might have prevaiTd. It muft be can- 
fcfs'd, indeed, that his Son found out the Secret, in his 
Travels abroad, and made Ufe of it with pretty good 
We&; but natural Habits are flubborn Things, and 
cannot be intirely fubdued at once. This is the true 
Reafcn why the long Parliament, commonly caird the 
Penj/towary Parliament, in his Reign, began to boggle at 
Ifcft, and did not anfwer all the Expe&atiohs, that were 
conceived from Them, at their mrft letting out. 

We are likewife told, in a very confident Manner, 
that greater Things have been done by port Parliaments 
than by hng ones; upon which We arc carried back to 
the mufty Reigns of the Edwards and the Henrys ; but 
You ate fp modeft as to allow that Prerogative prevaiPd 
to a very great Degree in thofe Ages, and that the great- 
£ft Part of the Lands of England being then in the 
Hands of the Crown and the Notles, the Commons made 
but an meonfiderable Figure i fo that no certain Con- 
chy 
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clofioni can be drawn from the Tranfa&ions of thofe 
Reigns. Let us therefore defcend to Times within our 
own Memory ; I mean fince the Revolution, and fee 
whether the greateft national Points have been really ac- 
complnVd under triennial, or feftennial Parliaments. » 
I know it will be laid, in Behalf of the former, that 
the Recoinage of all our Money was oompleated, by a 
triennial Parliament, %vhtlft We were engaged in a 
vigorous War with France, and even under a new G*> 
vernmem, which was far from being fetded. Bifhop 
Burnet , (peaking of *iw Parliament, funs up their Cha* 
Meter in the following Words. P The Parliament a/" 
England had note fate its Period cf three Years ; in 
which great Things had been dene. The whole Money of 
England to as recoirid\ the King mas fecund in bis Go- 
vernment ; an honourable Peace was made ; public* 
Credit was reftoredi and the Payment of publick Debts- 
was put on furf and good funds. It may be added, 
that thtProteftant Sucteffien was efabliih'd, and the laft 
victorious War againft France was carry'd on, under 
triennial Parliaments. But what are all Thcfe, in Com- 
panion to the mighty Things, which have been done 
by feftennial Parliaments r Will any Body pretend to 
put the Coinage in Competition with the South-Sea 
Scheme, or the Bank-Contra tl ? I am ready to allow 
that the Proteftant Succejfton was a very eonfiderable 
Point ; but, with great Submiflkm, I leave it to be con- 
fiderM whether that Blefling could have been fecared to 
t» without feftennial Parliaments. It is trtfe that the 
late Duke of Marlborough made a Shift to buftle tKro r 
a vigorous War, and obtab'd a Series of unparaHePd 
Victories, by the Affiftance of triennial Parliaments 3 
but have not our prefent, excellent Minivers made a 
more glorious Figure in the Cabinet, than ever He did 
in the Field? Do not their Treaties greatly overballance 
all his Viclories, both in Number and Advantage to 

thia 
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.• Burn. Hift. vol 2. p. 218. 
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this Kingdom ? Bifliop Burnet is pleated to call the 
Treaty of Ryfivick an burnt able Peace, inthePaffage 
before-cited; but I will undertake -to prove, from un- 
doubted Authority, that the Treaty of Hanover, the 
Treaty of Seville, and the Iaft Treaty of Vienna were 
not only honourable, but wife, prudent and necejfary. 
' As for publick Credit, it cannot be denyM that the 
Foundation of the finking Fund was firft laid under a 
triennial Parliament ; but every Body knows that the 
fttfel and inviolate Application ofk to the Payment of 
our publiek Debts is intirely owing to the Virtue and 
Care of a feptennial Parliament. After all, it muft be 
acknowledged (for I am refolved to preferve the utmoft 
Impartiality) that the laft triennial Parliament had the 
Honour of atchieving two very great Points ; I mean 
pafling the Riot Act, and continuing Them- 
selves. To This I have the Mortification to add, 
that the late glorious ExsifeScbeme had the hard Fate 
to mifcarry, under a feptennial Parliament > but, per- 
haps, That may be properly enough imputed, as ibme 
©f my Brother -Writers have already obferved, to a fmall 
Error of Judgment in Timeing the Bill. However, I 
am far from defpairing to fee it accomplifh'd, under 
another Parliament, if Things fhould happen to con- 
tinue, as I hope they will, upon the fame good Foot* 
ing. 

Having thus impartially ftated the Queftion between 
triennial and feptennial Parliaments, as far as We can 
judge of them by paft Experience, let us examine the 
Tendency of them* according to Reaf&n, and confider 
what Efrecls each of them is moil likely to produce in 
Times to come. 

A proper Harmony between King and Parliament 
hath been always eileem'd the greaten Bleffing,. that cant 
befal this Nation. Now This cannot be cultivated ard 
brought to Perfection, in fo fhort a Term as one, ok 
even three Tears. It requires Time to difcover the dif- 
ferent Views, Inclinations and Circumflances of fo large 

a Body 
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t Body of Gentlemen, who come from difttnt Parts of 
the Kingdom, and anrapt to look fliv upon one ano- 
ther, like new Acquaintance, at their nrft meeting. 
Par /laments therefore, like Wine, ire the better for be- 
ing kept, and improve on our Hands. They grow 
mellow with Age,, and wear off that Roughnefe, which 
They naturally contrail in the Country. In This We 
have Scripture, as well as Reafon on our Side. No Man, 
lays St. Luke, having drunk old Wine, ftraitmay defiretb 
new ; for He faith the old is better. 

But there is ftifl a ftronger Reafon againft Jb§rt Par* 
laments } for They not only- tend to the Exclufion of 
Men in Offite, and filling the Houfe with Country Gen- 
tlemen and Foxhunters, who know nothing of Bnftnefs ; 
but will even produce a Rotation amongft Thefc, which 
is the very Eflence of Harrington's Commonwealth \ fo 
that in a little iWe no Gentleman will be Cure of be» 
coming a perpetual Senator, unle6He happens to be ab- 
fohne Matter of fome little Borough, or a large Property 
hi Land, and will mike it his Bufinds to fludy the In- 
terests of the People, 

The Friends of the Government ought likewife to re-r 
member that triennial Parliaments were the Off-fpring 
of the Tories, and that the Whigs had the Credit of 
fublUtuting feptennial ones in their Room. Nothing 
therefore being more tender than the Honour of Parties, 
-what will the World fey, if the Whigs mould undo 
their own Work, and lick up the Spittle of the Tories? 
This would be a ftrange CaaJUitn indeed, and can pro- 
ceed from nothing but a Jacobite Defign. 

But whatever Reafons there may be for reftoring /ri- 
gnnial, or even annual Parliaments, the Attempt is cer- 
tainly very unreafonable at this Time, when an Election 
is drawing fo near, and feveral Gentlemen have been at 
fo much Coil, as well u Trouble, for two or three 
Years paft, in gaining over Corporations to their Inte-' 
reft. It would therefore be very hard to abridgctheir 
Expectations in this Manner, and reftrain Them from 
•* •■ N being 
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being choSn for more than /£/w Tears, when They 
have actually proportion^ their Expences to /even. 
Let me add, that fome of thefe Candidates are known 
to be Gentlemen of more Zeal than Wealth y and can 
but ill afford throwing away their Money upon fuch 
Bargains. 

LafrJy, and above all, I muft defire the Electors of 
Great Britrin to> take Notice that this Defign of reftoring 
triennial Parliaments is projected by the very fame Per- 
sons, who lately ty'd up their Hands by an Jcl againfl 
Bribery and Corruption ; from whence it is plain that 
frequent Elections are not intended for their Benefit* 
They ought therefore (as fome of the ingenious Cow- 
ranteers have already obferved ) to fhew a juft Indig- 
nation againft the Promoters of an AS, which prohi- 
bits a poor Man from felling his Vote to buy a little Li- 
quor, and obliges Him to maintain his Family by what 
is call*d boneft Labour, and Ltdufiry. But it is to be 
hoped that fome Expedient will be found out to relieve 
Them, in due Time, from fuch an horrible Grie- 
vance ; and that t\zry Candidate will be io juft as to- 
confider that He is folliciting an* Annuity fir /even 
Tears, and not to fcruple to pay for it accordingly. 
• Upon the whole, I conclude with my earneft Wifhes 
that to pernicious a ProjseJ may be effectually crufh'd 
before this Letter fees the light ; if Mr. D s anvers 
fhould be pleafed* in his great Wifdom, to do it that 
Honour. N* 

I am, SIR, 

Ytur mofi obedient Servant, 

Septennivs* 
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To CALEB D'ANVERS, Efo 

SIR, 

f BOUT two Years ago You entertein'd 
the Publkk with a DifTertation on 
Chairs, antieitf and modern ; to which 
You fubjoin'd fome ufeful Obfervations 
on Stools. This Difcourfe met with 
{q good a Reception, that I am encou- 
raged to trouble You with a fhort Effay on another do- 
jneftick Utenfil in great Vogue ; I mean a Screen. 

Now a Screen, in the literal Acceptation of the 
Word, fignihes a certain Piece of Mechanifm to defend 
us from the Inclemency of the Weather, either Heat, 
or Cold, Wind, or Rain. Of Thefe there are diverfe 
Sorts; fuch as the Fan, the Fire-skreen, th&Umbrella, 
and the large Folding-Screen ; -which are all grown in- 
to fuch common Ufe, that they require no farther Ex- 
planation. .But a Screen, in the metaphorical Senfe, 
imports fomething farther, and means any Device, or 
Contrivance, to protect Men from the Fury of iheir 
Enemies, or the Purfuit of Juftice. It is in this figura- 
tive Senfe of die Word, that I propofe to defcant upon 
Screens in the following Effay, which I hope will 
prove no difagreeable, nor unufeful Entertainment to . 
your Readers. 

Screens have been more or iefsufed, in all Ages, and 
by all Degrees of Perfons ; but efpecially, by the rich 
and powerful. The boldeft Warriors of Antiquity ne- 
ver ventured into the Field of Battle without fome- 
thing to fhelter Them from the Afjkults of their Ene- 
mies. 
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mios. It is well known that Achilles, Co much rc- 
(flpwn'd in Hiltory, was not only dipt in the itfrtr 
5/jwr, tp lender Him invulnerable, hut had libewife a 

compleat Suit of Armour, made by Vutcan himfelf, 
which no human Ponce oonld penetrate. Ajax, ano- 
ther Grecian Chief, is diftinguifh'd by his feven-fold 
Shield, which was of fo krge a Circumference, that 
?>»#>• is defcribed in Horner lighting behind h. Mod 
of the antient Heroes made Ufe of the fame Kind of 
Screens ; which were fbmetimes carried before Them by 
inferior Officers, who were obliged to fiand the firft 
Shock, and therefore ought to partake in the Honour 
bf the Victory. This Practice of fighting with Tar- 
gets, or Bucklers, is ftill retained by the Clans of Scot- 
laid i and I have often feen them ufed, it Mr. Fig*s 
Amphitheatre, with great Succcfs: 

But to proceed. The heathen Deities did not think 
it beneath their Dignity to make Ufe offrra/w'them- 
felves, or tofereen Others. I will mention only one 
f nflance from Virgil, where Venus conceals her Son J£~ 
neas and his Companion Achates in a Cloud; 

At Venus objeuro gradients Acre fefjit, 
Et multo mibute cmum Deafudit Amiftu, 
Cernere ne quis Eos ■ ■ ■ " 

Nay the Romans had a Goddeft, calf d Lavcnra* 
whofe peculiar Province it was to fcreen Thofe, who 
lived by Fraud and Rapine. Hvrace introduces a Maa 
making his Addrefies privately to Her m the following 
line?; 

-■ ■ ■ Pukhra Lavema, * 
Da mthi fallerei dajujlo fanBoque viderii 
No&tm Peccatis, et Fraudibus objice Nubem. 

That i9, gr-ant me, Laverna, a Genius for Tricking* 
<and an outward Ajtftarana of Probity and Conjcicvcei 
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wrr all'tay iRagueries. 

»I hswe often amufed My&f with reflecting what a 
4>rod^ioU3 Number Of Votaries fjfrf Ooddefs muft have 
Jiad, m dreDectenfioaof thcRiman Commonwealth, 
and under moft of the Emperors, when all vpublick 
•Virtue was taugh'd out of faffcion, and nothing was . 
Jlninded but Klkge and Plunder. I dare fay the Chap, 
pel of hvntto is not imore frequenwd at pmfent, than 
\Lnvetn£s Temple was in thole Ages. Methinb, I lee 
-$9Jtmus on his Knees, imploring her Protection and 
-Affiftance to tonceal his ^Depredations from the Pub- 
-lick. 

I could enrich this Part of my Subject with a Mul- 
titude of Quotations and Internets from the antient 
Ortti and Reman Writers $ but to avoid the Imputa- 
-tionof Pedantry, J (hall defcendto our own Times, 
when the Art and Practice of Str-matg feems to be 
-brought to the utmoft Perfection. 
- The Betumonde mud give me -Leave 'to obfetve tjiat 
,u Mafqutrttie is, properly fpeaking, wo better than a 
•Seretn ; Which gives the polite of btfth Sexes an Op- 
portunity of converting with more Freedom and Un« 
refervednofs than They might^are to4o, without fome 

• Diiguife. The tovrtby Gextfmrtr, who praiides <ov*r 
thefe Affemblies, is therefore a Par few of great Jntpor- 

**' tance ; and nobody can wonder at the Honours, which 
.are paid Him by N *ll -Sort* of Rsoplc. 

But there are Strttns of a much higher Rank, and 

calculated for nobler Ends than the Protection of Gal- 

" kntry, or the common Frailties of Flefli and Blood. 

It cannot be expected, in fuch an Age as-TJiis, that 

*Trutb and Virtue mould be the fole Motives of hu- 

• man Actions ; or that Men will not fcndeavour to raife 
their Fortunes, and fupport Themfelves in Grandeur 
by fome Methods, which are not ftrittlv agreeable to 
Law and Juftice. Thofeofa Philofophical Turn are 

•apt to brand thefe Things with theodious Name of 
Vol. XII. P -Sriterj, 
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Bribtru Corruption, or Finality ; and to call aloud for 
Punifbment and Reformation ; but Men of Bufinds know 
^better, and fbreiee the Consequences of fuch rigorous 
Proceedings. «« Some publick Corruptions there are, ' 
" as a * Court-Writer obferves, of that Strength and 
4t Prevalence, that, however fhameful and pernicious 
" they may be, they muft yet be fufier'd to remain. 
** Such frequently is the Situation of Things, and 
" fuch the Malignity of Men, that Meafurea ftri&ly 
'* virtuous would bring preient Confufion and Ruin ; 
4< and where an . Endeavour to reform would over- 
** turn, Reformation is a Calamity. Definit effe Re- 
«' medio Lotus, ubi quarfuerant vitia mores Junt? y —~ 
From hence it appears that Screening is abfblutcry ne- 
ceflary, when fublick Corruptions grow prevalent ; and 
in whom can this great Privilege be fo properly repo- 
fed as in One, who hath Power to exert it ? A Prime 
Minifter, who conducts the whole Machine of Go- 
vernment, is certainly the beft Judge who are fit Ob- 
jects of Favour ; and if a Man, who hath done Him 
eminent Service, either of a publick or private Nature, 
ihould happen to be detected in any little Irre&tlari- 
ties % or Breach of fruft, and is violently puriued with, 
the Cry of Jufiice, it is certainly his Intereft, as well 
as his Duty, to ftem the Torrent of popular Refent- 
mentj efpecially, if it fliould be his own- Fate to lye 
under, general Hatred and Sufpicion ; for fubliek 
Enquiries are Things x>f a very encroaching Nature, 
and when once fet on Foot, nobody knows how far 
they may^ go, or where they will end. They may 
begin, perhaps, with fome little Pedling Bufinefi of 
thirty, or forty thou/and Pounds 1 but if the Promoters 
of them are iufter'd to meet with any Succefs in their 
firft Attempts, it will encourage Them to go on, and 
proceed from Step to Step, till the moil important 
Points of Government are drawn into Examination. 

It 
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. It therefore behoves all Thofe, whodefire to con- 
ceal the Myfteries of State from, vulgar Eyes, to crufli 
fttch an inquifirive Spirit, as foon as it appears, or to 
weary it our> like a troublefome Gallant, by conti- 
nued Rebuffij and Denials, This is the only Way to 
quell Oppofition* and render a Minifter^c&fy in the Con- 
duct of Aflairs. 

But thefe general Rules, like all others, will admit 
Of fome Exceptions, which ought to be particularly 
mentioaVL Though I have contended fo ftrenuoufly 
for a fcreening Power to be lodged in Minifters, I 
would have * it exerted only upon great Occafions, 
where, their own ' Imereft is immediately concern'd, 
or the JEnquiry' naturally tends to fome Difcoveries, 
which afiecl their general Scheme of Management, and 
the Perfons engaged in it* for if fuch a dictatorial 
Power fhoufd be proftituted to the Service of every 
little dirty Fellow >, who hath juft Cunning enough to 
' cheat one of the Companies, or to play a knaviih Trick 
in Exchange Alley 9 it will fink into Contempt, and 
Gentlemen of Figure will be afliamed of its Protection. 
They expect fome Discrimination from fuch mean 
Rogues, and have a Right to be fcrectfd according to 
their Quality. Yet fome Minifters have been fo weak 
as to catch at^every Body, who flood in need of their 
Affiflanec, without any Regard to his Birth, or Sta- 
tion > and have endcavour'd to raiie up a Party, like 
the iirft Founders of Rome, by opening an Afylvm 
for Robbers and Outlaws of all Kinds L I call this 
weak ; becaufe it hath been obferved that thefe all- 
fcreening Minifters commonly overlhoot their Mark* 
and I cannot help thinking that Men, who have 
long enjoy'd the Power, of diverting publick Ju- 
ftice from others, make but a filly Figure, when They 
come to want a Screen Themfelves. I know v*ry well 
that fuch Men have many Advantages above ordinary* 
Delinquents, and are able to ilruggle Very hard before 
Tbey fall. As foon as They perceive a Storm rifing,< 
Pi ■ " T*iey 
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They generally throw.out % Tub, to divert the Whale, 
and have fomefimes fuceceded in it; hut this Strata- 
gem will not ferve their Purpofe long ; and, for my 
Paifc I never faw a Minijler making Ufc of it# with. 
out thinking of Sir John Falftajfc who endeavours to; 
hide Himfelf from my Lord Cbiefjuftiee, by thruft- 
ing a little Page before Him. Their next &ecourfeis» 
to Corruption, which They have formerly employ 'd to 
lb much Advantage, that They think it an infallible* 
Expedient, and have fometimes had the Infblence to at- 
tempt even Parliaments themfelvcs. They have like*- 
wife fome Dependence on the Support of a ftanding 
Jrmfr and arc apt to flatter Themfelves that the Hopes 
of Preferment, or the Fear of Difmiffion, will bind Men ; 
of the Sword faft to their Intersil ; efpecially who* 
They have taught Them, by fome notable Examples/ 
what is the Confequence of difobeying- Command. 
But if all thefe ftrong Holds mould happen to fail, They 
have one Refort ftilf left, by skulking behind the Throne, 
and poiliag their Mafter in the Front' of the Battle, 
No Writers have treated this ProftiMion of Majeftf 
with more Bitternefs and Afperity than the Author* 
of Catfs Letters, and therefore it may not be impro- 
per to quote a Pafiage or two from Them. One- o9 
thefe Gentlemen having expofed the common Notion of 8 
Loyalty and confined it to the Obfervation ©f our* 
Laws % proceeds thus. 

*• Before 1 have done, I would tafce Notice of ano- 
" ther Miftakevery common, concerning Loyalty. It 
'* is, indeed, a Trick more than a Miftake ; I mean oP 
« Thofe, who would aflert, or rather create, a Sort 
«* of Loyalty to Mincers, and make every Thing, 
" which They do not like* an Offence againft their- 
" Mafier^ 

*« How endlefs are the Arts and*' I&ffcinces of de« " 
** ceiving I yet the ftaleft Artifices are* fMH new. The : 
«• above is a Method, which bad-Miniflert have cvei- 
;* taken, but which geodiam want not* Jnnoeeni Mi- 
"* «< nifters 
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4t niflers will never proftitute the Name and Authority 
** of the Prince, to protect their own Faults and Mifi 
f€ takes ; and every wife and indifferent Man will be 
" for preferring Him from the Imputation of the Guilt ^ 
" and Folly of his Servants ; who, whenever They ' 
*' are for thrufting in their Mafter between Themfelves 
" and the Cenfure, or Odium of their own Actions^ 
*' do. at once acknowledge that their own Actions 
" are evil, and that They would barbaroufly and un- 
" gratefully make a Screen of their Sovereign,, and 
* s fave Themfelves upon his Ruin, or Difgrace. 

** What can be more vile, what more difloyal than 
** This? Yet who were louder in their Prate abou% 
" Loyalty, than the worft Minifters have ever been 4 
" even while They Were weakening their Mafter* i 
« Hands, creating Him Enemies, and fetting Him ar 
u Variance with his People ? Thb is lb true, that ir 
" hath been fometimes impoffible to love the Prince^ 
" without abhorring his Servants, and to ferve fTbem^ 
" without hurting, or abufing Him. Yet while" They, 
** were very loyally undoing Him, it was forfooth hignj 
u Difloyahy to rcjift, or expofe Them. 

I am ready to agree with our Author, that a Prince* 
who falls into fuch Hands, is in a very ill Plight,' 
and ought to look about Him ; but who can wonder 
that a Minifter, univerfally odious, mould endeavour 
To prove his Meafures tight, by faddling them upori 
One, who is incapable of doing any Wrong, and to^ve 
Himfelf from being call'd to Account, by charging all 
the bad Items to his Mafter ', whofe Prerogative it is v> 
be unaccountable? 

I fhall conclude with obferving that Alts of Grace* 
in mod Reigns, have been nothing but Court-Screens & 
for if We examine them with Attention, it will be 
found that Minifters have generally taken Care to com- 
prehend Themfelves in the fulleft Terms, and to ex- 
cept Thofe, who have given Them any Difturbance* 
Whether fuch a partial Distribution of Indemnity caii 

p 3 *fe 
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be p r operly called an A3 of Grace, vhich feems to in- 
clude fome- Benefit to the People let others determine ; 
but I am fare nobody can deny it to be z Screen. 

A. I am S T R, &c. 



N?4C4* Satothxat, Mhrcb 30^ 1754. 



f F air the Arguments advanced by the 

9P Court-Waiters, in* Jollification of their 

E Patron; none is m*ore ridiculous- than 

F their conftant Cry of JacoMH/m and the 

I Pretender. Ail their Reafonings are, 

^ indeed; reduced to this fingle Point, 

which feems to be their laft Refort, the ne plus ultra 

tfr their Party.' ■ Do We complain of the vaft Bur- 

A»n* of our Debts, and the Multiplicity of Taxes ¥ 

They, are the. beft-Seeuri ties of tYitfrefentE/latiybmenti 

and therefore all Attempts to diminifh them can proceed 

from nothing bur a Defign to undermine it.— — Do 

We plead for a Reduction of the Army, in 'Times oF 

Peace ? Yes, in order to render the Nation defenceleis r 

and make Way for an Invafion from abroad ?- Do 

>Ve defire a Repeal of the Riot-Aft-and the Reftoration 
cf triennial Parliaments f It is phin that our Intention 
ir to encourage Tumults and InfurredtSons- at home. — 
Do We call for Accounts, and make any Enquiries 
into the Conduct of Mimftrrs at home, or abroad ? 
That is to difcovcr the Weaknefs of the Nation, and 
give our Enemies an Advantage over us." Do We 
lament thofe unnatural Divificns, which have weaken- 
ed the Government for above a Century paft, and re- 
commend a Co a lit ten of Parties P It is done with a 
View of uniting them all againft the frefent Govern- 
ment* 
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MMfr Do We claim a Rignt to keep the Preroga- 
tive within due Bounds ? *Tis meant as a perfona] Af- 

. front on the King. Do We argue upon Revolution, 

Principles in general ? They are neceflfcry to pave the, 

Way for another Revolution. In fliort, all Attempts 

to preferve the Freedom of our Conftitution, and relieve 
the Nation from its prefcnt Incumbrances, arefaidto. 
be founded in Jacobitifm, and. however reafonable in. 
themfelves, yet either in the Manner or Time, who* 
they are made, muft be.calculated with a View of ferv- 
ing && Pretender*. 

r T may venture to affirm that there is not one- fenfible, 
Man in England, of any Party, who. does not fecredy. 
laugh at thefe idle Suggeftlons, however it may be hit 
Intereft'to put on a grave Countenance, and propagate* 
tliem in Pablick. Moft'of thofe Gentlemen, who for- 
merly pafe'd under the Denomination of J whites, have 
tajken many Opportunities to purge. Themfelves from* 
that Imputation ; and a thoafand Incidents have ihewn 
fhat. the Pretender \$ not at the Bottom of our popular 
' Difcontents. But if any Jealoufies and Sufpicions of 
this Kind remained, I think they are intireiy removed 
by the late Reception of the Prince of Orange, and the. 
Congratulations of all Parties, upon his Marriage With 
the Princefs Royal of Great Britain. 

The Houfe of Najfau is generally acknowledged to be 
one of the, oldeft and mod confiderable Families in Eu- 
rope. We read of two Brothers in * Julius C^far^s 
Time, Cimberius and Nafua by Name, who came at 
rhe Head of the&tfc/, and fettled Themfelves on the 
Banks of the Rhine. I fubmit it to the learned, w l -.ether 
the prefent Houfe of Najfau docs not de.cend from 
this Nafua. The near Reiemblance of Names, and al- 
mofl Identity of Country, furnijh us at leaii with better 

Rea- 
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Reafons for fuch a Conje&ure, than are to be found in 
feveral Genealogies of much later Date. 

But whatever may have been the original Extraction 
of this illuftrious floufe, it is certain that They have 
diftinguifti'd Themfelves, for feveral Generations, in the 
Caufe of Liberty, beyond all the Princes of Europe ; 
and if there is" Juch a Thing as hereditary Virtue, it 
may be juftly afcribed to a Family, which hath produced 
a lone Succeflion of Heroes, famous for being the 
Scourges of Tyrants, and the Deliverers of Nations. 

The People of Great Britain are particularly obli-. 
ged to King William the Hid, of immortal Memory ; 
who redeemed us from "the Urarpations of arbitrary- 
Power, bofli in Church and State, and repair'd the 
Breaches made by King James in our Conilitution. 
We therefore owe the Prefervation of our Liberties to the 
feafonable Interpofition of that glorious Prince ; and 
even his Majefty himfelf owes the Inheritance of the 
Crown to the fame Hand, in Concurrence with the 
Voice and Suffrages of the People, reprefentcd in Parli- 
ament. It was this Prince, who exploded the ridicu- 
lous Notion of pajjfoe Obedience, by a practical In- 
ference, and fettled our Government on the Principles 
of Rejtftance ; That is, on the Right of the People to 
refifi, when their Governors breal* through the Barriers 
of Liberty, and endeavour to rule by Force, or Prero- 
gative, infteadof Law. 

ft- His prefent, ferene Highnefs, the Prince of Grange, 
hath therefore a juft Pretention to all the Honours, 
which this Nation can beftow upon Him, and his own 
perfonal Endowments have endear'd Him to us. His 
Age, indeed, and the late Tranquility of Europe, have 
not yet given Him any Opportunity of p-.oving in the 
Field from what Stock He fprung j but his early good 
Senfe and Strength of Judgment, as well' as his engaging 
Addrefs and flowing Affability are in the Mouth of 
every Body, who hath had the Pleafure to fee, or the 
Honour to converfe with Him. All Peribns therefore, 
• . . who 
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\^ho wHh well to the Prateftant Sxceeffion, mull be 
pieafed to fee the ekleft Daughter of <?ratf Britain 
married to a Prina y of fo deferving a Family, and 
who hath Himfelf given us fuch promising Indication* 
06 a great Genius. There are but two laves between 
hi* piefent Majefty and the Princefe of Orange ; and 
~ though We fmcerely wifti that thofe Lives may not 
"fail without Iflae, the Fate of Kingdoms ought to be 
fecure againft all Events ; and, confidering the Acci- 
dents of' human Nature, this new Allyance with the 
Houie of Naffku may prove the Means of perpetuating- 
our Liberties to thelateft Generations. 

Nothing therefore ought to give the true Friends of 
, our Cenftjtution greater Satisfaction than the Unanimity 
of the Peopfc, upon this Occafion. His Higbnefs was 
received here with the Acclamations of all Parties, and 
his Popularity hath every Day increa ed, during his 
• Stay amongft us. A fudden Illnefs, foon after his Arri- 
val* made it. advileable for. Him to take a Journey to* 
Botfa which had not only the dofired good Efte & on> 
his Health* but gave Him^an Opportunky-of feeing the* 
weftem Parts of England; where He met with the* 
ffcrongefl DemonftsatioDS of Bfteemand Affeclion. AD 
Places feem'd to vye with each other, in paying Him 
tit* htgheft Marts- of Honour In his Return to Lon~ 
dc*, He took* Oxford in his Way* and was received' 
there* in a Manner fuitableto his XXignity, both by the* 
City and the Univerfttf . The* fatter, in particular-, not' 
only paid Him the ufual Compliments-, but unanimous- 
ly conferrM an- bmaurary Degree upon Htm ; and all 1 
Accounts from- thence- agree* that his Manner of accept* : 
ing it was- univerfally applauded, and gained Him the 
Hearts of that learned Bodf* H19 late Marriage with 
the Ptincefs Royal hath been attended with the Congra- 
tulations o&- all Parties* in the mod afleelionate Term?, 
and gives a .general Satisfaction through the whole King- 
dom. 1 mull particularly mention that dutiful and by* 
ai Addreft) which the Ctty- of Iandon* prefented to his- 

Majefty,. 
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Majefty, upon this Occafion ; fince it contains a ftrong* 
cr Mark of Gratitude to the Memory of King William* 
as well as Zeal for the Proteftant SucceJJion, than block- 
ing up their Streets with his Statue ; a Pro^pofal, which 
it is well known was made at the fecret Inftigation of 
Men, who had no other View in it than to meet withji 
Denial, and then put their own wild Conftruclions up- 
on it. Nobody therefore can wonder that tbefe Men 
fhould be angry with the Addrefs, and endeavour to 
prevent its Effect, where it ought to operate ; becaulc 
it gives the Lye to their own vile Reprefentation of the 
City of London, and feems to make fbme Diilinclion 
between Tbem and the Royal Family. 

But the higheit Inilance of national Regard, which 
hath been paid to his Higbnefs, fince his Arrival,, is the 
late A& of Naturalization ; which does not reft in 
Words and outward Profeflions only, but gives Him an 
actual Right to thofe Privileges, as an Englijhman* which 
his great PredecciTor fecured to us, and puts it in hi* 
Majefiy's Power to confer any farther Honours upon 
Him. This Aft was fo far from meeting with any Op» 
pofition, that it was the voluntary Motion of tbofe Gen- 
tlemen, who are commonly diftinguifh'd by the Name 
©f the Minority. 

. I mention thefe Particulars as fo many Proofs that 
the prefent Oppofition to fime Per/am in Pwer does 
not proceed from, any Defigns againft our Conftitution X 
and that the Spirit of Jacobitifm would fbon be extinct, 
if it was not fecretly fomented by Tbcfe, who cannot 
fupport Themfelves without the Continuance of our 
unhappy Divifions ; for I mufl repeat and infift upon it 
that the Nation hath fhewn a general Inclination to 
unite on the Principles of the Conftitution ; and it teems 
incontinent with all Rules of Policy to check fuch a. 
Difpofition ; but Hiftory inftructs us that whcnaMw* 
fier hath rendered Himielf univerfally odious and defpe- 
rale, He will naturally fly for Refuge to a Cabal, 
and endeavour to divert the publick Refentment from 

Him- 
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Htm&lf, by reviving the Animofities of Parties, how- 
ever they may affect the King and his Family. My 
Lord Clarendon obferves that the Earl of Strafford held 
the Senfe of the People in the utmoft Contempt, and no 
Doubt he made it his Bufineis to inilill the fame i>ad 
Opinion of Them into his Mafter. I- am very far 
from intending any Parallel between the two Reigns, or 
ftggefting. any Confequences of the fame Kind. I 
mention it only as an In fiance to (hew what Hazards a 
Prime may run, by adhering to his Minifteri againft 
the general Voice of the Nation. D. y 
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OTHING hath occafioned more Com- - 
plaints in all Ages than the Abufe of 
Words, and the wrong Ideas annex'd 
to them ; nor did any Word ever fufier 
more grofly; in this Refpedl, than the 
Term Constitution ; efpecially, 
when apply'd to the particular Form of our Govern- 
ment. We have often feen it debafed to the Service of 
Courts* and pleaded in Defence of modern Laws, which 
the beft Judges of our antient Conffitution have always 
thought repugnant to it. Thus the inodeft Mr. Wal- 
fingham is pleafed to call a Defence of the Jeptennial 
Law, which was enacted but a few Years ago, as an 
Expedient in Time of Danger, an Argument againft 
the Alteration of our Conftitution ; and an Endeavdur 
to reltore the antient Cuftom of annual, or triennial 
Parliaments, hath been reprefented, by the fame Au- 
thor, *& a Dejtgn againft our Conftitution. At this 
Rate, Rxifes, Riot- Ms, ftanding Armies, and Votes. of 

Crel 
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.Government, and whoever attempts to relieve the N*. 

tion from them, wtiLbe^t#safcd~<w <an~£n«flsy: to our 

Conftitutien. Nay* I wiJAiiudrfrtoifc to. prove, by the 

fame Method of Itatfalmg, that the«6V*r 1 C£*«i&*vtfae 

High Comtnjffion Court, arid the Gw/ ofW*rds,oc 

-any other Agi/ Inc«**cbinente da the Liberties of the 

iPeqple, became effential P+n**tf wryGwernment, and 

•that the Abolition of th«m was a Bceacfeof our C#/»- 

\fttoutiony, 'for, according to this -8enfe of .the. -Word, 

every Thing may be. *efra!d omCty/faitticU, which is 

©nee coffftituted by Law 9 as every Thing is an Alteration 

of it, which repeals, explains, or amends any partial- 

*lar Law. . 

But This is fuch an odd, wild Way, of arguing, a* 
noMflti 'of »eemrtfori-Sen&, Or Modify, wfli pretend 
to vindicate. By Conftitution, in a political Senfe, We 
always mean fomething fist -and -permanent ; founded 
on Principles, immutaSle in themfelves ; and from 
which no Laws, made to (erve any particular Oeeafi- 
ons, ought to derogate. But according to the Reason- 
ing of Mr. Waifingtoto, and fome of his Brother- 
Scribblers, our Conftitutkn is nothfeg'but a leofe, fluc- 
tuating Jumble Of A corns, which varies tfvery Year, ac- 
cording to the Views of a tWnifter, or the Humour of 
-any Party, that happens to be uppermoft.' 

The profound Mrs. Qsbtrne feems to he aware of 
thisjAbfurdity, and therefore takes another Method of 
ferving the fiime'Gaufe j.'for inftead of endeavouring- to 
prove any of our Mte Meafures to-be cotififtent with our 
untient ConJIitutfon, She makes no Scruple toaiiet t, that . 
the modern Conftitution is infinitely fatter than tbeva- 
y tient Cbnftiturion 5 and that new 'England, ir England 
fince the Revolution, is vtftly preferable to old England, 
-take it in any Print of Time, from the Saxons dotvn to 

that .glomus Period.— Thefe are her Lady/hip's 

Words ; and after fome pompous Encomiums on her 
fuperior Knowledge in cfaeHiftory, Law, *n«Uhe Con- 

" " ftitu- 
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ffitutios of this Kma/tan; She proceeds in the follow* 
ing, didaftick Style. 

" Thetmient Monarchy of England was fettled up- 
«' on an Overballance of lands, veiled in the King, the 
«« J\W*%, and xtoajCburch. The Noblemen held their 
" Lands (and ib did the Churchmen too, after theAfa- 
f «^Q»apeft) upon Condkkm that They fhdaldaitt 
M the ifasj, on aM ito Occaiions, with cdrtajn Quota's 
." of Men, well-arm'd and paid; and then thefe ifo* 
f* blemtn let out their Lands to their Tenants, on Condi- 
M tion They fhould always be ready to fellow their re- 
" fpeftive Lords to the War, as often a* the King had 
• ' any Occafion for their Service ; fo that very finally 
*' or no Rtnts were demanded by the Lard from his 
•' Tenants, becaufe He had amtta&ed for their per frnai 
4 * Servic e ■ - T hoa, according to our antient Conftitu- 
u tie*, the People of England were abfolute Slaves to 
" the JSarg-, the Borons, or the Churebi They were 
" SZ«vj ^ I*w efiablij&d i They knew no L/i«Tfy ; 
" They knew no Property; no not fo much as in their 
" Per/one, which were not their tion, but their fevered 

I have quoted thefe Paflage* at large, that our learned 
Mother may not complain of any Milrcprefentacion ; 
and yet fcarce a Line happens to be true, either in 
Joint of Law, or Hiftory. 

* In the firft Place, it is absolutely falfe that " the 
4€ antient Monarchy of England was fettled upon an 
** Overballance of Lands, vefted in the Kingy. the No- 
" hility t and the Church™— — The Footftcps of our 
original Britifh Confiitution are fo very obfeure, that We 
cannot fpeak with any Degree of Certainty about it ; 
tho' Dion Coffins obferves that our Ancestors, in the Time 
4gfSeverus, held a great Part of the Government in their 
ctcn Hands. But it is well known to every Man, of 
common Reading, that' our Saxon Confiitution was 
founded, like all other Gothick Governments, upon an 
equal Distribution of Power and' Property l for I muft 
Vol. XII. CL beg 
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beg Leave to inform this great Adept Hat the northern 
Armies, which over-run thefe Parte of the World, did 
•not confift of mercenary Troops, like our modem Armies, 
who fight only for Pay ; but were voluntary Societies, 
who left their native Country, in Quell of a,better Hat 
bitation, and agreed to divide the conquered Lands r- 
aaongft Themfelves. When They were fetdedV accord- 
ing to their Liking,. They form'd a Government upon 
the lame Model; That is, their Leader; or General, 
"was appointed the chief Magifirate\ though with much 
left Power than our modem Kings $ the other great Men; 
or Officer r if the Army s held the next Rank in tha- 
Commonwealth, like our lords ; and the Body of we 
People, who followed Them, had a third Share in the 
Government. Thefe three Orders compofed what it 
now called the LegiJUture ; and though the executive 
Power 'was lodged in one Man, for the neccfiary Difc 
patch of Bufinefe, He waa reHramM. in the Excrcife of 
it by certain Laws and Infiituiions, made by common 
Content, for the Prefervation of their Liberties, Lives, 
and Eftates. ■ T his is what We mean by our an- 
tient Confiitution j and though it hath been often inter- 
rupted, or deprefa'd, by Conqueft, Usurpation, and 
arbitrary Power* the Stamina of it have been ftilfpre- 
fcrved, and transmitted down to us thro* all Ages and 
Changes of Government. 

Mrs. Osborne is guilty of another fond a mental Er- 
ror, when She makes Ufe of the Barons* Lords, and 
Nobles, as fynonimous Terms ; for the antient Barons 
were very far from being the fame with our prejent No } - 
bility, or Peers of the Realm, Many of Them were 
Commoners only, like the prefent Lords of Manors, who 
are ftyled Barons in our Law Books, as their Courts are 
tcrmM Courts Baron ; and the Representatives of our 
Cinque Ports Aill retain the fame Name. 

The Removal of this Miltake will fct Mrs. Osborne 
right as to another Point, upon which She infills with 
great Confidence > viz. that the People knew no Pro* 

t*rty, 
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^*;ty i«r/&r our ancient Conftiwtion, &tf «?**/ They 
hold from the Barons, or the Church; and that 
none of Them- bete any Land immediately from the 
Ciown ; for it appears that great Numbers of the- 
antient Barons were only Commoners themferves, or 
what we call Gentlemen of large Eftates. This Af~ 
fertion is, indeed, a meer old Woman\ Dream; and 
Dotage k the beft Apology for Her. It might be eafi- 
\y puovei . that Multitudes of the common People held 
Lands in CapUe, as well as the Barons, and the Church % 
say,, that the Commons of England, in their collective 
Capacity, always had a larger Share of Land than the 
King, the Lords, or the Church 4 and perhaps, I might 
venture to add, than all of Them put together ; for it 
appears* by an Abftract from Doom/day Book, that the 
King, at that Time, had not above a tenth Part of 
the Land of England, including For efts, &c. and We' 
may conclude that Ji is Profit of this tenth Part was not 
above a Third, or a Fourth, of what the People mads 
of their Mates. 

- But fuppofing Mrs. Ostomy's AaTertion to be true* 
how does it follow that the antient Monarchy of Eng- 
land mas fettled upon an Overbalance of Lands, beeaufe 
the Nobility and the Church were invefled with large 
Eftates ? The Reverfe is certainly true ; for xhc Land, 
poGk&d by the Barons and the Church, was generally a 
Barrkr of Defence againft the Power of the Croton % 
and tht People, when They united either with the 
King* or tfee Lords, were, always fuperior to that 
Power, againft which They united. 

What our Authorefs fays about the antient Tenures itf 
likewife either falfe, or nothing to the Purpofe. It ir 
certain that Tenures of all Kinds imply foine Degree 
of Dependency* and yet many of Thefe are ftill conti- 
nued* tinder our prefent, glorious Sunfhine of Liberty. 
As to the antient TenureSj I think Bfcuage was the only 
one, wKicK required, military Service, and This only 
10 Time oiWar, for the puUick Defence of the Realm, 
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not for * Guard of the £>g*s Peribn, or to make « 
vain Shew about Cw/.. Bcfides, only forae of die 
Lands were fubject to this Tenure ; and the Owner of 
the Land, though never, fo mean, was not bound to at- 
tend the King, in his won P erf on ; for fo long ago as the 
Jth of Edward the 3d, It was adjudged that the Land- 
older might perform this Service, by fending any other 
Man to the Wat, as We do in the Militia at preicnt. 
Nay, Hiftory informs us that, even in the Time of 
William the Conqueror, there was generally no perfonal 
Attendance, but only a Payment made in Lieu of at ? 
wfyich mufl: certainly have been very moderate, because 
the Tenants would have otherwife chofen to perform tfca 

perfonal Duty. 1 believe it Would be no hard Mat* 

ter to prove that the pecuniary Payment, upon thefe Oc- 
cafions, did not amount to a Tythe of our prefent Land* 
Tax,, befides all thofe other, numerous Duties, which; 
We have the Bleffing to feel, under our modern, minifies 
rJalConfiitMtion, 

At laft, " the old Lady goes fo far as to alledge> 
very roundly, "' that our Anceftors- never had an- 
" nital Parliaments*, and that the Parliaments of thofe 
** Days were neither ebofen by the People, nor com* 
•* pofed.of the People^^Yo mpport this extraordinary 
fofmon> She. quotes the following Article of Magna 
Charta \ not very exaclly indeed ; and thefore I will 
mice h verbatim hom uxS£ate-fra#s, to which- She 
refers us. -..■•• 

* *\ We will moreover iand grant, that all other Cities 
** and Boroughs, and Towns, and Ports, have in all Re* 
^ (peels their liberties and free Cuftoms~ And as for 
**. coming to the Common Council of the Kingdom, and 
« for afleflmg Aids (excepting in the * three Cafes 
« aferefaid) and as for affeffing of Efcuage, We will 

•* bawfe 



* Viz,, the Kings Renfm, making Ms etdefi Sen 
Knight, and marryjng'lfr eldeft Daughter once. 
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«* caufe to be fummoned the Arcb-Bijkops, Abbots* 
" Earls, and greater Barons, each in particular by our 
«'* Letters ; and moreover We will caufe to be fum- 
u moned in general, by our Sheriffs and BaylifFs, *# 
u that bold of us in chief *X a certain Day ; to vrit,/brty 
" Dap after at leaft, and at a certain Place j and in our 
£t (hid Letters We will exprefc the^AUSE of the Sum- 
cl mons. j. ., . 

Mrs. Osborne objferves that /to Quotation puts what 
She bath affirmed out of all Doubt •, but I muft take the 
Liberty to aflert the contrary i viz. that the £/#£/ gf 
/Ar Pop/* Co fend Deputies to Parliament is fully declared 
.and confirm d by /to Article y for here is an ejpreis 
Diftin&ion maclb between tne Lords spiritual and fetn- 
foral, whom the £&£ {ummonM,^ particular, by his 
cum Letters -, and toe common Lan&loldets, whom- He 
caufed to be (uromqn'd in genera)* by his Sheriffs and 
Baytiffs ; That is, as our Law-Books explain it, to ap- 
pear by Delegation. •*' . - 

It is obfervable from the Manner of wording /to 
Claufe, that the Royal Grant, or Covenant, of fending 
jkcb Summons, was a Covenant pf Right, not of Grace* 
and that all Cities, Boroughs, fawns* and Ports were 
to fend their Representatives^ as well as the lejfer Ba- 
rons, or Kntgjsts* The Reafon is, that a Tenure in Ca- 
ftte being what gave Right to a Seat in Parliament, and 
the Body politic* of a Borough holding , by that Tenure, 
They muft have a Right to fit, as well as the leffer Ba- a 
rwr/, and like them muft exercifc that Right by Depu- 
tation ^ •-*[.« v 

Thus it appears from the Article of JI4*£W* Charta^ 

t that the Commons of England were formerly fummon'd 

to Parliament in the fame Manner as They are now; 

and that the Writs of Summons were returnable forfy 

. Days after the Tefle, as they are at prefent. The only 

Difference is that the Reprefentatives of the People, ac 

that Time, were not choien for fo long a Term, as They 

are in thcfirDays, and that 'They always came -rip 

(^3 with 
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With hftruBions from their Prhufyals j for what other 
Interpretation can be pat on that Part of the Article, 
where the King covenants to eXprtfs the Cavsb of the 
Summons? 

But the true Meaning of thir Article is beft expkm f <l 
by the fbbfeauent fira&ice ; and though King JoMs 
fleigti, which was a continued Scene of Violence and 
Confufion, does not furnifh us with any Inftances of a 
regular SJeelion, the very next Reign does ; for + Ra~ 
fin obferves that a Parliament being fummon'd, in the 
-Year t *6c, eachCounty tvas ordered to fend two Knights, 
and each City end Borough two Burgefics, as their Re- 
frefentatives i upon which the Tran/tato/ makes the fot 
lowing Remark; itt. a marginal Reference. 

. 4i Thefe Writs of* Summons to the Sheriffs of the 
*« Counties, to return the Knights of the Shires and Bur- 
*• g*Jf*h are * nc .## "Wf* */*&** *Wi **t are now ex* 
*< tant on ibcRM I which made Dr. jfrvo/y infer that 
*'. they were the firft. that were ever iffaed y and that 
•* this Parliament of Henry the 3d was the firft, to 
4t whkh Knights of the Shires and Burgtjfh were fum- 
** mon'd . r Bat how truly, fee the Works of Mr. Petit f 
«* Mr, Tyrrel, and Mr. Hoiy. 

Now luppofing that We could nottracje our Right of 
fending up Deputies to Parliament any higher than this 
J£ra* which is ahnoft 500 Years ago, I rhink it may 
be fairly enough callM our antient Qonftitution ; at Jeaft, 
more fo than Exifes, Riot Jtfs, aid feptennial Par- 
liaments. * • - r!; "' ' 

Mrs. OJhrn/9 Cayi), that We had no Houfe of Com- 
mons diftih& from the -Lords, neither^ in the §*xon 
Times, nor for a long Time after the Conqueft, deferves no 
Anfwcr 5 for if it can bd proved that the People of Eng- 
land had a Share in the Legiflatute, cither perfonally, or 
by Delegation, it is of no great Confequence whether 

4 They 

». ■ , ; 1 ■■ ■ i — — 

^ See the Reign of Henry the 3V* anno 1 265. 
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They firtc » thc^iww Honfi with the Lords, or in ft 
d$in& Houfe fyThemfefaes, as They do «t pfefent. •' 

But ffifl, fays Jitffcr Mmmffimus, This does not 
prove our Right to Eleffions % and She calls upon us to 
^mef J5fer the Lkvt fir ankval, nbw parlia- 
ments flfo^/y £» /A? P*p&. I** ft Jawet, fays She, 
when ii was ma us, **</ when nf pIal'd. To whidh 
I reply, that We miglit as well catt upon Her Co ftew 
us the Law, for whit is termM Prerogative, and 
to let us know when k was made. She would, perhaps, 
be inftrucfad to anfwer that the Prerogative is founded 
oft common Law, or antient Cufiom \ and fo I iky of 
bur Right x&freqnent Ek8itm, which was derived to 
us from our *M Saxon CoftfHtntion ; and if Mrs. Of 
home will confuk fome of her Friends in the Temple, 
They will inform Her that great 'Part of the Saxon 
Law is incorporated into our common Law.— -What a 
ftrange jld Wretcp is This, to wrke hi (b magifterkl 
a Manner about our -Cenftitmien r without knowing die 
Gift Rudiments of it ? 

She is farther pleafed to aflert that the Statute of Ed- 
ward the Hid. (which exprefly requires that Par/ta- 
fnents /bait be held t>nce a Tear, if Need be) was only 
an Act for frequent Seffims, and *ot for frequent ; new 
Parliaments, But I will defy Her to prove This j or 
that any one Parliament fate- two Tears, without a new 
EfeAipn 9 -from the 4th of E award the Hid. to the 2 2d 
of ffenry the Vlllth, when the modem Practice of 
Prorogations was firft introduced. 

If I find that Dame Osborne hath a ftrong Inclination 
to moot this Point any farther, I ftiall be ready to en- 
gage Her, as foon as the Elections aite over} but, at 
preVent," muft beg Leave to poftpone all fuch Speculati- 
ons to fome neceflary Remarks on the practical Part of 
our Conftitution* 

In the mean Time, I fhall conclude with a fhort 
State of the Cafe between our antient and modem Confix 

tution, 
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/«****, in Imitation of my Atitageuift, and lave the 
World to determine who hath done it bed. 

Under our antient Conftitution, the People were out 
of Debt, and but moderately tax y d. Under our aw. 
dtrn Conftitution We are loaded with fifty Millions % «* 
well as very high Duties on moft of the NeccfTaries of 
Life. Under our antunt Conftitution, the People were 
try'd only by a Jury . Under our modern Conftitution, 
in all Cafe* of Excife, and in many other Refpeds, 
They are convicted by arbitrary Commijfi oners and Jud- 
ges, without any Jury whatfoever. Under our anti- 
ent Conftitution, every Man's Houie was his Caftle, and 

. neither a Lord, nor the King himielf could enter it, 
without the Mafterh Leave. Under the modern Cenfti- 

. tution, every petty Excifeman hath Power to enter, 
rummage and fearch Houfes at his own Will and Plea- 

- fure, by Night as well as by Day. By our antient Con- 
ftitution, the King had no Guards, noiftanding Armies, 
befides the Hearts of his Subjects. Under our modern 
Conftitution, We have a numerous Army at borne, and 

■ have paid for another abroad, in Time of profound 

- Peace. By our antient Conftitution, the People had an 
EUBion of Reprefentatwes every Tear. By the modern 
Conftitution only once in /even Tears. . Under our auti- 

- ent Conftitution, the Representatives of the People re- 
ceived Wages from Tbofe, who chofe Them, and from 
Them only ; which made Them regard the Intereft of 
their EleSors, and act according to their InftruSions. 
What hath been the Practice, under our modern, mini- 

Jferial Conftitution, the Records of Parliaments demon- 
• Urate. By the antient Conftitution, the J&ng and the 
.People, when joined, were more powerful than the 
Lords \ 2nd the King *ttd the lords, when united, were 
more powerful than the Commons ; and the Lords and 
the Commons united were more powerful than the King ; 
*fo that the Ballance of Power was kept in a due Equili- 
brium by thefe various Checks. But under the modern 
. Conftitution, I leave it to be confidered, whether a wick- 
ed 
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ei Mittifter, who hath a ftariding A?my of Officers *n& 
Penfioners at his Devotion^ ( if we Should be ever cursed 
with ftich a Complication of Evils) may not eafily in- 
vade the Rights of the-JCf/gy as well as the Freedom of 
both Houfii of. Parliament i and, in the Room of outf 
antient C<m/Htutiiw> let up a minifterial Power, and 
ufurp the Government of the whole Kingdom. 

D. R. 



N°4o5. Saturday, Jpril 13, 1734* 



To Caleb D'Anvbrs, Efqt 
SIR, 

the /nf/fo/ Parliament is now drawing 
ery ccar its Diflolucion, and the Pre- 
srvation of ojmt liberties depends in* 
rely on *he proper Choice of a new 
re, it is my Duty to addrefs the Electors 

_ _ n 9 on ib important an Occafion. I 

fhall therefore begin with an Abilrad of the late Act 
of Parliament, fir the more effeamU preventing Bribe- 
ry W Corruption, with a few (hort, cxplanato* 
ry Comments upon it. 

It is fet forth, in the Preamble, * " that the Laws 
" already in Being have been found by Experience not 
" to be fufficient to prevent corrupt* and illegal Pratt u 
u ces in the EleBion of Members to feme in Parlia* 
" ment\ for the Remedy therefore of fo great an Evil, 

f - and 



* See the M i Geo. a. 
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u and to the End that ail Elections of Members to Par-' 

* liament may hereafter bt freely and indifferently made, 
•* without Charge or Expence, it is ena&ed, that after 
u the 24th of June 1729, upon every Ele&ion of 
" Members to fcrve for the Commons m Parliament, 
** every Freeholder, Citizen, Freeman, Burgeft, or 
*' Perfon, having a Right to vote, or be polled at fuck 
" Ek&ion, (hall, before He is admitted to poll, take 
f ' the following Oath, (or being a Quaker, the folemn 
" Affirmation) if demanded by eiwer of the Condi- 
u dates, or any two of the Ele&ors^ viz. 

u L A. B. dafwear (or being one of the People caltd 
"Quakers, /. A. B. do filmufy affirm) I have not 
v received, or had by Myfelf, or any other Per/on 'what- 
". foever in Kraft for Me, or for my'U/e and Benefit, di- 
" redly or indiredly, any Sum or Sums of Money 
" Office, Place, or Employment, Gifr, or Reward, 
" or any Promife or Security for any Money, Office, 
u Employment, or Gift, in order to give my Vote at 
" this EleBion, and that I have not been polled at this 

* EleSien. 

«• Which Oath, or Affirmation, the Officer prefid* 
•• ing, or taking the Poll, is to adujmifler gratis, ii 

* demanded, on Pain of 50 /. to be recovered with, 
•• foil Cofts, by Aaion of Debt, &c. at Weftminfter*, 
u and if the Offence be committed in Scotland, then 
u to be recover'd by fummary Action, or Complaint, 
u before the Court of Seffiou, or by Proiecution before 
" the Court ofjufticiary there; and none fliall be ad* 
«' mittcd to poll, till He hath taken the (aid Oath, if 
« demanded, before the returning Officer, or others 
« c deputed by Him. 

" The Sheriff, or other returning Officer, admitting 
" any to be polled, without taking the Oath, or Afiir- 
« motion, if demanded, fhall incur the like Penalty. 

* Thefe Provifions are fo clear and ftrong againft the 
tletlors, as well as the returning Officers, that they rc : 
quire no Explanation. It is farther required by the 
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da, " that every Sheriff and ramming Officer, fliall, 
«« immediately after leading the Writ, lake the follow* 
" ingO***, ris. 

« / A. B. dafolenmlyfwearthat I have not, direSly 
«« nor iudireftly, metered any. Sum or Sums ^ Money,' 
<V Office, Place, m Employment, GiWttity, vr Jle* 
M ward, *r 4*9 Bond* Bill, orNbte, or *#y Prbmiie, 
<* «r Gratuity whatsoever; either by Mffelf, or *# 
♦*. other Perfouto myUfe, or Benefit, or Advantage, fir 
" making any Return, rttbe prefent Ble&ieaef Mem* 
?' &r.f /* ^rv* ar Parliament', and that. I will return 
V /rcfr P«?for, ;*r. Ptrjms^ as {hall, to the heft of my 
" Judgment, appear to Me to have the Ma joiiity or 
M legal Votes. 

" &w* F*/« fhall be deem'd legal, which have 
• «' been fo declared by the loft Determination ofjbe 
«* Houfo of Commons. 

" U any returning Officer* Eleclor, or Perfon taking 
" the Oath, or Affirmation, (hall be guilty of wtfft/ 
" Perjury^ or falfe+Affirming, and be thereof convicted 
«* by dueCourfe of Law, He (hall incur the Pain* 
" and Penalties inflicted, in Que* of wilful 

" PERJURY. * 

u None <kmvided of Perjury mail, after Con vie 
" tion, be capable of voting in any Election of Members 
*'. toferve in Parliament. 

I lhall only obferve upon ' thefe Claufer, that as the 
ffrongeft Obligations aw laid upon all Eleclor s and re* 
turning Officers, which can be laid upon Them by any 
human Laws, as honeft Men, Freemen, Britons and 
Chriftiami fo They are reftrain'd by the fever eft 
Penalties, from ailing contrary to them ; and no Man, 
who hath any Regard to Confidence, Intereft, or Reputa- 
tion, will prefume to fly in the Face of fo expli- 
cit a Law. 

This Point is farther explained by die following Clatt* 
fee, which ena&. 

"That 
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« Thai if any Peribft, wno hath, or chimeth * 
•• Right to voce in any fuch, Election, fhall ask or take 
<« any Monty, or other Reward, by Way of Gift, 

* L*oa, or utter Device, or contract fe td do, tto give 
" kit Vote, or toreftfe or forbear to give his Vote* dr 
m if any Perfon by Himfelf, or any one empfoy'd * by 
« Him, fhall by G#>, or Remark Promije, Jgret- 
« meut, or Security, coaicvrr, or procure any 
41 one to give hit Vote, or to forbear to give to. Vote, in 
<? any inch Election, He fhal* forfeit, for every soct* 
" offence the Sum of 500/. to be rccover'd at be- 
t« fore directed with full Cofts* and tvetv Perfon, 
M after Judgment ohtain'd againft Him, lhali for ever 
'• be difabled to vote in any Election, or to hold any 
" Office, or FrancHife, as a Member of any City, 
** Borough, Tim* corporate^ or Cinaue Port. 

" If any Perfon, offending agamft /to ><ff, fhalf; 

* within twelve Months next alter fnch Election, dif- 
" cover any other Perfin offending, fo that He be con* 
" victed, rach Perfon, not having been before that 
" Time convicted Himfelf, fhall be indemnify Vi from 
<• all Penalties and DifaHUtia, which He fhall then 
w have incurr'd. 

tttfe Claufes are sot only a ftrbng Reftraint on the 
Ele&oru but lay a very heavy Penalty on the Agents 
of Corruption ; who are liable to a Forfeiture of 
five hundred Pouuds, befides the Incapacities beforc-raen- 
tion'd, for every individual Man, whom They corrupt, 
or procure to vote, or to forbear voting, in any Electi* 
on ; and as a farther Terror to thefe Men 9 every cor- 
rupted Ele&er hath the Power of indemnifying Himfelf 
from all the Penalties of this A&, within twelve Months, 
by difcovering the Corrupter, and bringing Him to 
condign Punifhment. It is therefore hoped that every 
Briton t who defires to fee zfiree Parliament, will keep 
a watchful Eye upon all reputed Borough-Jobbers, ard 
Brokers of Elections, who proul about the Country on, 
thefe vile Errands, and cam the infamous Wages of 

Con 
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Qorruptitn., by endeavouring to. deftroy the Liberty of 
our antient tonftitutiatt. Let Them remember that 
thefe Caufes are to be try 'd by a Jury in Weftmihfter- 
Ha\l \ where We have the Happiness of fuch Judges at 
pjsfeat, as haw give* us very hopeful Promifes that Thejj 
will prefer the. impartial Execution of the Laws to anjj 
ponfideraiions. of Intereft, or Ambition. 

The remaning Provilions in ibis. Lata are to the fclr. 
lowing Effect, viz. 

" That all Sheriffs and site Officers fhall, at the 
? c Time of Ek&ioni immediately after reading the 
4< JTri/, or; Precept, read, or cauie to be read, openly 
** before ths-Ek&crs, this preient Aft, and everjr 
44 Claufe therein ; that it fhajl aMb be read once in every: 
.*' Year, at the Quarter Sefuons next after E after, and at 
'* the Ejection of the chief Magjftrate in .any Borough 
*' Town-conporate, or Cin^ue-Port, as> well as at th* 
*' Election of Magiftr/tfts and Tdton-Caunfelbrs for 
u every Borpugh in Scotland. 

** That all Sheriffs, or other Officers, Jhall forfeit 
<* the Sum of 50 /, for every «#'#«/ Offence againft 
*< tbisJel. 

And laftly, " that no Perfon mail be made liabl$ to 
* € any Incapacity, or Forfeiture, unlefs ProJfccution be 
*' commenced within two Tears, after fuch Incapacity 
*' or Penalty ihall be incur'd, or, in Cafe of a Profe- 
** cution, unlefs the lame ihall be carried on, without 
" any wilful Delay, 

Such are the Provifions of this excellent and. truly 
glorious Ad, which is fo far from being opprejjive, or 
terrible* as" the' minifteria t Writers have f eprefented it. 
that the Prefervatioa of our liberties depends op the 
Execution of it. Indeed, Hirelings, 'and particularly 
the Couranteers, have often threaten'd us with a Cri- 
tique upon it, and endeavoured to cajole the lower Part 
of the Nation, by pleading for Corruption as one of 
their Privileges. But I fhall never be afraid, or alham- 
ed, to juftify the Intention of this Law, and heartily 

Voi,. XII. R wifh 
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wilh that it may be put ftrictly in Force, without any 
" Regard to Parties, or Persons whatsoever. 

ft is certainly the Intereft of all Country Gentlemen to 
fulfil this Defign of the Legiflature, as the only effeclu- 
ml Method to defeat the Practices of Stockjobbirs, Place- 
Men, Penfioners, and ether Upftarts, „who bribe Them 
out of their neighbouring Boroughs, where They have 
a natural Right to be chofen, and would be choien in a 
free EleSion. 

It is likewife demonftrable that even the meaneft 
JLleBors would foon find their Account in deftroying 
this Praelice ; for if We look round the Kingdom, We 
Ihall find that Penality is the conftant Forerunner of P*- 
verty, and that'the mqft corrupt Boroughs are always th£ 
moft beggarly. I believe nobody will pretend to deny 
that the Abolition of a few Taxes on the common 
Neceffaries of Life, fuch as Salt, Soap, Candles and 
Leather, would be of more real and lafting Benefit to 
Che People, than what They can ever propofe to get by 
Bribery, befides the Proftitution of their Confiiences, the 
Lofs of their Reputations, and the Penalties They in- 
cur, by fuch a fcandalous Traffick, 

I fhaU therefore conclude with my earneft Wiflies 
and fincere Advice that even the fooreft Boroughs will 
purge Themfelves from the Infamy of being, as Bifhop 
Burnet calls them, + the rotten Part of our Conflitution, 
and co-operate with the Counties, Cities, and great Cor- 
porations, iu procuring us the Bleffing of a Free and 
trucoitRtjPT Parliament. D. 



t Burnett Hy& of his awn Times, vol. 2. p. 295. 
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To CALEB D'ANVERS, Efo 
SIR, 

CICERO, in the fecond Book of his Offices, 
highly commends a wife and handfome Rebuke, 
which Philip of Macedon gave his Sou Alexander, fot* 
fooliflily attempting to gain the AfFeclions of the Mace- 
donians by Br i b e r y . He wrote his Son a Letter upon 
it, in thefe Words. " Quae Te, malum ! Ratio in 
•• iftam fpem induxit, ut eos Tibi fidelcs putares fore, 
4t quos pecunia corrupifTes ? An Tu id agis, ut Macedo- 
«' nes non Te Regemfuum, fed Miniftrum & Pnebitorem 
" fperent fore t " — — Tully makes this Remark upon 
it. — — '• Bene Miniftrum & Prabitorem ; quia fordi- 
* dum Regi. Melius etiam quod Largitionem Corrupt 
49 telam efle dixit. Fit enim detcrior, qui accipit, at- 
*' que ad idem femper expeftandum paratior. 

Philip was undoubtedly the greateft Prince of hit 
Time. He was wife, artful and fortunate. The Ad* 
vice of fuch a King, while he was forming the Mind 
of a young Prince, who afterwards gave Law to the 
World, deferves oar Regard. This wife King had ob- 
ierve4 in his Son many noble Principles, the Seeds of 
Greatnefs, but ill conduced through Youth and Inex- 
perience. Alexander was young, valiant and generous \ 
but an Excels, or MHapplication of Valour and Gene* 
rofity, often leads to the greateft Inconvenienciesr 
That his Generality might take a good and ufeful 
Turn, He writes Himjthis Ihort, but important Epiftle. 
*• What Notion is This, fays He 9 thatTou have got in 
*• your Head ? Can You imagine the Fidelity and A£ 
«• fe&ion of the Subject are to be acquired by Bribery 
** and Corruption f Or is This your Motive, that the 
*' Macedonians may not confider You as One, who is 

R 2 "» 
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to be their Sovereign, but a Minifter to their Extra- 
* 4 vagditce and Corruption? 

bully's Obfervation is equally fine. " *Tls fordid 
** and mean, fays He> below the Dignity of a great 
94 King, to court the Affection of his People with baft 
« Bribes. True Love and Efteem are built upon a 
quite different Foundation. u Largejfes, or the giving " 
*' of Money, as the fame Author bbierves, h Ga-rwpti- 
'• on itfelf ; for the Receiver becomes a worfe Man, and 
" i3 always apt to increaie his Demands." — <— This • 
Maxim of Philip is certainly one of the wiieit in the 
whole Syftem of Politicks, and likewiie confident with 
ihe itricleft Rules of Morality; that a King giving 
Bribes to his own Subjecls renders Himfelf mean and 
fordid ; that He never gains the true Affe&ion of 
one Perfon by it; that He fubjecls Himfelf to the 
arbitrary Will and fantaftical Government of fuch Pro* 
ftitutes ; and that his very Crown is at their DUpofal 
to the * high eft Bicder. 

The Immorality of it is likewiie evident; for fuch 
Proceedings, when generally known, debauch the Mo- 
. ralsof a whole People. The fame Depravity and Cor- 
ruption feon find their Wav from a -Court to a Cottage? 
*nd, in Proportion to the Diftance, is tabe traced in a 
greater or lefs Degree through every private Family ; io 
that in a -fliort Time the very Name of Virtue may- 
tome to be loft in fuch a Kingdom. It is very proba- 
ble that Philip might not regard this Maxim in ih* 
moral View ; for, if we may credit the Greek Riftori- 
an$ and Orators*, He was not apt to guide his Actions by 
the Rules of a nice Morality, He is generally drawn 
by Them as cunning ana defigning, and though a war- 
like Prince, no Man knew the We^ht of Money more 
than He, as well as how and where to apply it. His 

ufual 

■i < l i ■ rf n . i ■■ — . ■ ■!■■ . II II I » ■■■' ni l * l Ut i ■Mh-WMhhM^Bfc 

* See s Wblfius and Graeviu* ttpon this faffage afd* 
<txo. ~ v 
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ufual Method of Bribery was to buy an Enemfs Gene- 
ral, and fometimes a convenient Town, or Fortreft 3 by 
which Means He artfully avoided risking his own 
Glory, and the Lives of his Subjects. He carried it Jo 
far, that juft before the deciiive Viftory at Cheer one a* 
the very Prieftefs of Apollo at Delphi was ftrongly fut 
pelted to have been tamper'd with by that Prime ; for 
the confederate Army, who were then going to engage, 
for the common Liberties of Greece* could get no Man* 
ner of Encouragement from Her ; fo that Dem<ftbenes 9 
who well knew the Avarice of Priefts and their jugg- 
ling Tricks, might eafily gueft that Philip had iecured 
the Oracle. At another Time,' a grave-looking Demo- 
gogue of Athens* who had long bawPd at the exorbi- 
tant Power of the King of Macedon* was at length pre. 
vaiTd upon, and took the Reward of his Treachery 
with great ComplaUance. 

Thefe were the fucccfsful Arts, which He ufed abroad j 
and by fuch Intrigues He often defeated the drongeft 
Confederacies of all Greece. His Adminiftration wig 
wife, dreaded abroad, and refpetted at home. What 
Occafion could He have to fenfion hit own Subjecls f 
Their Love and Efteem was founded upon the real Con- 
vielion of the Excellency of his Government, and not 
upon that flippery Foundation of Corruption. He kept 
Them honeft, by not tempting Them to be otherwise. 
Even in a juft Cau/e f a Gift perverts the Mind ; and, 
nzSully well obferves upon this Place, " the Receiver 
** immediately becomes a bad Man, and is always ex- 
" pcfting greater Bribe*? The Plunder of a whole 
People is fcarce fufficient. To this Honefty of the Ma- 
cedonians, confirmed by their King* is to be attributed 
their true Greatnefs of Mind and pcrfonal Courage. 
The Name of Barbarians* which the over- wife Greeks 
were too apt to beftowupon their Neighbours, now 
left Them, even by the ConfeiSonof thofe very Greeks* 
who, in a general Aflembly of their feveral confede- 
rate Republkks, loan after placed Alexander at the 
r R 3 /Head 
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Head of fliat grand Alliance, which gave Him and" la* 
Macedonians the Empire of die World. 

From the whole it is clearly evident, that an unpen* 
Ji-otfd Subjctf will give the wifeft Counfel to Ida Prime* 
and will always continue the moft faithful to Him. It 
is the true Intereft of the Princt to have fodi *bou£ 
Him, as will not flatter Him, and be Slaves to hii 
PtffiotH, for the Sake of his Mimty. The greateft 
Danger, that can happen to a Prince, wiM arife from 
ftch of his ottm Servants, as from their own corrupt 
Principles would fell Him and his Counfel* to the com- 
mon Enemy. Treafon is too often the fatal Attendant 
upon Corruption. A Government may be conducted 
with the greateft Security, without employing thefe pe- 
cuniary Arts at home ; mr a wife Atin'tniftrdtion wtfl 
always ftand upon its own Legs, and fcpport jrielf 
without the Affiftance of Gold. It can raife * whole 
People, almoft from a State of Barbsr&y, to the Height 
©f Greatnefs and heroick Virtue. 

O. I am, SIX, &c. 
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i DcfignM to. have entertain'd the Publick 

" with a Jbort.Hiftory of the late ParK*- 

ment, (for fo I may now venture to call 

ii) in Imitation of a certain honourable^ 

Gentleptan, who did the fame-in the Year 

17 13. .But lam partly anticipated in 

•that Deiign by a r\mphlet already publifh'd, intitled 

Politicks on both Sides, with Regard to Foreig*TAf- 

fairs ; and Wc every Day expett an Enquiry into tie 

Con- 
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GonAtcJ of our I^omestick Affairs, by Way of 
Sequel lb k. In this Piece, We are promiwd the femt 

f articular Account of our national Debts, the finking 
vnd, and other Money-Matters at home, from the Tear 
1721, which the firmer Part gave us of all our Treaties 
and Negoii-ations abroad ; fo that both tbefo Zreatifes to- 
gether wffl, hi aH Probability, contain not only a Jhort 
Htftory tf the late Parliament, but Kkewife of the 
present Administration with Regard to thefi 
Joints. 

But as futb Difiouffies may not fcll into every Body 1 ! 
Hand, and there are befides forte ither Prints, which 
do not feem to come within the Scope of that Au- 
thor's Defign, I fhall juft hint at a few Particulars, 
which will fet the Gandudl of this Parliament in a 
true Light. 

In the Year 172S, a Sam of m hundred and fifi&fn 
thoufand Pounds being demanded to make good a Defi- 
ciency, as it was tirH called, of the Civil-Lift, and it 
appearing to the Houfe, upon Examination, that there 
was really too Deficiency, our worthy Reprefentatwes 
took an carry Opportunity of diiBnguifliihg Thernfelves 
in our Service, by granting that ever-memorable Sum, 
under the Name of an Arrba* ; or, as feme Gentle- 
men were pleafed to conftrue it, by Way of Augmen- 
tation to that liberal Revenue, which the 
firmer Parliament had fettled on his Majefty, for the 
Setter Support if the Honour and '/Dignity of the 
Crown. -.j 

This Parliament had Hkewile the HonouNof conti- 
nuing twelve thoufand Hessian Troops in oar Pay, for 
feveral Years, at an annual Expence, which amount- 
ed to a Land Tax of Six -pence in the Pound. 

The Revival of the Salt Duty, after it had been 
folemnly aboli(hed, fof the Eafe of the poor Artificers 
and Manufacturers, upon a gracious Recommendation 
from the Throne, and mortgaging it for many Years to 
come, ia another Point, which will certainly endear the 

Memo* 
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Memory of this Parliament \o the Freeholders of Great 
Britain, and recommend the Promoters of it to their 
Favour again at the enfuing ElecTion. 

Their laudable Endeavours to extend the Laws of 
Exeife over the whole Kingdom, and to curb the Spirits 
of injoknt Tradefmen, by fubjecling their Houfes, Goods 
and Dealings to the Controul of a State-Inauifition, are 
fi> frefh in every Body's Memory, that it would be im- 
pertinent to infift any farther upon this Head. 

We muft likewife do tbefe Gentlemen the Juftice to 
acknowledge their invariable Regard for the Honour and 
Intereft of the Nation, as well as the Safety of our Con- 
ftitution, by their ready Complyance with all Motions 
fcr keeping up a /landing Army, in Times of profound 
Peace, with a content Approbation of all our late 
Treaties, Expeditions, Expedients, and tranfaclions 
whatfoever, either by Sea or by Land, at home or 
■broad* ,< 

I fhall fay nothing of thofc vaft Sums of Money, 
which They have granted from Time to Time, for 
fupporting tbefe Meafures, nor of the prefent State of. 
our publick Debts, and the Jinking Fund; becaufe I pre- 
fume tbefe Articles will be fully explained in the Pa m* 
pblet before-mentioned. *". 

But there is one Point, which muft not be intirely 
pafs'd over in Silence ; I mean that unlimited and unex- 
ampled Confidence, which They have lately repofed in 
the Crown, together with the fubfequent Qaufe of 
Unappropriation ; by which his Majefty is left at full 
Liberty, during the Interval of Parliament, to augment 
his Forces by Sea, or Land, to enter into any Engage- 
merit $ with foreign Princes, and to apply what Sums 
if Money He (hall think fit out of the annual Supplies, 
which amount almoft to Foua Millions, without 
any Limitation of Number, or Sum whatfoever. This 
Act crowns all their former Services, and teems to be 
defign'd as their loft Legacy to the Nation ; for as it 
gives his Majefty a glorious Opportunity of demonltra- 

ling 
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Ting his tender Concern for our Liberties, by making no 
bad Ufe of fuch an unprecedented Power ; to it will de- 
liver down the Names of Thofe, who gave it, with 
uncommon Marks of Diftin&ion, to the lateft Ge- 
nerations. 

After fuch fupereminent Services as Thefe, it may 
feem needlels to mention their noble Zeal in detecting 
fublick Frauds , and inflicting exemplary Punifhment on 
the Authors of them. We have had divers remarkable 
hiftances of This, whilft They have done the Commons 
ef Great Britain the Honour to reprefent Them ; par- 
ticularly with Relation to the Sale of the late Earl of 
Derwent water's Eft ate, the Management of the 
South-Sea Company, the Charitable Corpo- 
ration, and York Buildings; to which We may 
add their rigorous Enquiries into the frauds of the 
"Customs, and the Manner of contracting a Nav* 
t)BBt of almvft Two Millions. 

i do not include all the Members of the late Hottfe of 
^Commons <in this funeral Oration to their Memory ; fot 
it is well known that nuny of Them have dittinguifhM. 
Themielves in that Afiembly by a* mod pertina- 
cious Spirit of Oppofition, ana took * great Deal of. 
ill-natured Pains to revive a Country Interefl amongft 
us. 

This puts me in mind of another Topidc, in Pratfe 
of the late Parliament, which I had almoft forgot ; fot 
as They have the fole Credit of accomplifliing all thejt 
prat faints, fo They have gairiM no lefc Honour by 
defeating ieveral pernicious Bills for better qualifying 
Members of Parliament % for fettering the. Freedom of 
military Gentlemen from the Refentments of a vindic- 
tive Mini/ten for limiting the Number of Officers, 
ttvil and military', who Jhall hereafter -be allowed 4a fit 
in the Houfe of Commons ; and laftly, for reftoring 
triennial 'Parliaments. . 

Thefe jmccturt'fy Vatridts, indeed, 3iave had the good 
Fortune, by mdefatigtble hKjuftry,' and 'the ffcrce of 
- • popu- 
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popular Clamour, to carry fame Point* of bad Confe- 
quence; particularly the Jury-del, the Stockjobbing 
/ft?, and That for the more effeclual preventing bribe- 
ry and Corruption in the E left ion of Members to 
ferve in Parliament. — — But as the bad Intention of the 
firft was, in fome Meafure, defeated by a Claufe for 
Special Juries; fb fome of the craftieft Heads in 
England are now hard at Work in devifing ^Methods to 
elude the others. 

When We reflecl on this long Courfe of publick Spi- 
rit, Wifdom and Integrity, who can look without 
Tears on Jucb an illuftrious Body of Men in the laft A- 
gonies of their political Death, and finking again into 
xht common Mafs of the People, from whence They were 
railed to do thefe great Things for us ? 

But to be ferious. ■ ■ A s the Representative Body of 
the People is now expiring, and the Power will foon de- 
volve to Them again, in their collective Capacity \ I 
hope They will make a proper Ufe of it, at the approach- 
Ekclions, by chufing a new Representative, without 
criminal Influence, or any other Diftin&on than of 
Thefe, who have already made the Intereft of their 
Country the Rule of their Conduct, and of Thofe, who 
have notorioufly facrificed it to private bad Ends. 

But if the fetal Taint of Corruption, or the PrefTures 
of tiecefjity, mould have taken fo ftrong a Pofleffion of 
their Minds, as to prevail oyer all the natural ImpuHcs 
of Virtue, Confidence, and the Reftraint of Laws, I 
mull refer Them for Advice, under thefe defperate 
Circumftances, to the Authors of Cato's Letters, 
who formerly addrelsM Them in the following Manner. 



"A 



S to Thofe amongft you, who are refolved to 
take Money, in Spight of all Reaibn, human 

«• and 



* The following Pajfages, being the Cenclufien if a 
third Letter to the Freeholders, fcfir. were printed intbt 

London 
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** and divine, I know no Amends They can make for 
« this their great Wickednefs and Corruption, but to 
«« difappoint Thofe, who give it, by voting againft Them, 
>* for Tirofe, who do not, and deferve their Vote with- 
v «* out it. In doing This, They will only be falfe to , 
« c one Man, who would bribe Them out of their Ho- 
« c nefty ; but will be juft and honcft to a whole Nation, 
«• which ctaims their Regard and Duty, and which 
« He would hire Them to betray. 

'« There is no Honour nor Honefty in being juft to 
** your Word, when the giving your Word was unjuft. 
*' If a Man gives you Money for your Promife to burn 
" an Houfe, or to murtber a Neighbour ; which,, think 
" you, is mod unjuft, to difappoint the wicked Promp- 
** ter, or to do an hellilh Action in Complyance with 
4t a wicked Man, who would make you an hellilh In- 
" ftrument of his villainous Malice and Defigns ? And 
" yet, believe me, you do a worfe Thing, when you 
€€ put the Lives and Property of * whole Country, your 
** own Country, into the Hands of a Man, who de- 
** clares He WAX fell Them, by hiring you to fell Your- 
49 f elves. 

" He, who for Money chufes an unworthy Member^ 
u is anfwerable for all the unworthy Conduct of that 
" Member, as much as He, who for Self-Ends of any 
t€ Kind, advifes an unjuft War, becomes anfwerable 
u for all the Killing, Burning, Plundering and Defola- 
*' tion, which attend it. Do not fay, that your Member 
" hath but one Vote l for no more hath any other Mem- 
" ber ; but remember that one Vote may fave, or de- 
«• ftroy You. 

•* I would leave it therefore to your own common 
€t Senfe, Gentlemen, (You, that are determined to have 
" Money, on this Occaiion) whether it be not more 

" eligible 

-- ■ ..--.. - - — 

London Journal on Saturday March the z\tb, 1721, 
and figtfd Cato ; but this Paper is not fublijtfdin the 
GolURion of thofe Letters, 
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•* eligible to be little Rogues* and to cheat one or tto% 
" A&zr of Money, which perhaps is, none of theirs, and, 
" which They ougjit not to give You, and whicl^ 
u They give only to make You great Rogues* than it k 
" to be cruel Traytors to your Country ; to be the Cauje* 
V of all its Mifery ; and the Objefb of its jiift-.&ejtc(t*i 
" tion, and heavy and crying Curleis. 

" When You deal with Knaves, You have an Ex* 
" cuie to be Knaves ; efpecially when T/kjp are the A& 
u grejors. ■■■ . But what Offence hath jK?*r Country 
*' given You ; that Country, in which, and by which 
" you live ? Whether would You father be carefsM, ox 
•• • curied ; beloved, or ahhorr'd ? Or whether would 
.«* You rather be ble&M and approved by all Men* than 
€t by One, who, when You difappoint Him^Qnly damm 
*' fome of You for Rogues, and would have made you 
" Rogues, and is perhaps Him/elf one ? 

" I wifh, Gentlemen, that there were none amongft 
." you difpofed to be fold ; and that the Underftand? 
" ing, Circumftances, and Virtue of You all fet You 
" all above the Infamy of Sale. But You, that will 
" be fold, for God's Sake! fell Yourfelves to Such at 
" are not like to Jell You again. No Doubt, fome fuch 
*' there are ; and for Tbofe* who give You Money to 
" make Money of You, as You may guefc from their 
*' Cbarafter.*n& Circumflanees, the beft Thing You can 
" do, next to the refufing, or returning it, is to vote 
€( again/1 Them. 

" If You' will JDe corrupt, have fb much Tendernefc 
" for */</ England aa to confine the Effects of your 
*' Corruption to Tour/elves, and do not barbsurtufly inr 
€ * volveusAll, and -All that is good and valuable, in 
" your Corruption. All have not finn'd ; oh ! involve 

" not All in your Sin ! The leaft Glympfe of 

« natural Senfe will infdrm You, that You may with 
u infinite lefs Crime, deceive a feto Men, probably 
41 more unrighteous than the worft of You, than en- 
u danger the utter Definition of a great Nation, and 

" y.QW 
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«* your own DeJrrueJion, by being juft to an unj'uft En- 
*•' gagcmcnt, made to an ill Man. l 

" An Englijb Admiral,- in King William** Time, be- 
*' ing tempted by the French Cfcurt, with Money, to 
•« betray, into their, Hands *n £ngl{fb JFteet, which He 
*« commanded, acquainted his royal'Maft t er with the 
** Temptation, and by the Advice of that great Prince* 
« He took the Money and betray'd ttofe, that would 
u have betray'd Him, and would have hired Him to 
u betray his Country. I leave You, Gentlemen, to 
** make the Application. I only ask You, which 
" think You was the greater Treachery ; his taking 
" Money for a traiterous tfefign agaivft his Country, or 
*' his not executing that traiterous Dejign ? ' 

•* But of jhe moft of You, by much the moft, I know 
" and hope the beft Things. Your Hands are clean, 
*' and your Hearts are honeft. 

Heaven grant it may prove fb, in the prefent Con* 
junfiure ! For on This the Prefervation of our Libtrtiet: 
abfolutely depends, under God and his Majefty. 

I ihall only add, that as there feems to be a much 
greater Neceffity for fuch Exhortations at prefent, than 
when Cato wrote, fo every corrupted Elector hath 
now an Opportunity, by the late AcJ, to make a double 
Atonement .to his Country, by difcovering the Cor- 
<ru jt o *> as well as voting a<s a i k st Him. D. 
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Cunfla aperit fecreta Dies, ex Tempore verum 
Nafcitur, et veniens jEtat abfcondita pandit. 

To CALEB D'ANVERS, - Efo 
S IR, 

[ T is now grown the Falhion at the End 
of every Parliament, and commonly at 
the End of every Seffion, to recapitu- 
late the Proceedings of oar Reprefenta- 
tives and, as it were, chew the Cud of 
the Legijlature. This is a Practice, 
Mr. UAnvers, for which You have often quoted the 
Authority of an honourable Gentleman, who wrote * 
/bort Hi/lory of the Parliament, in the Year 1713; 
and, to confefs the Truth, I think the People of Eng- 
land have a Right to review the Conduct of Thole, 
on~ whom They confer fo great a Truft. But fome of 
your Country Party have gone farther, and given us an 
H'tftory of the present Administration in two 
Parts, as well as of the two lafi Parliaments, contain- 
ing a particular Account of their moll notable Trans- 
actions, both at home and abroad, for thirteen Years 
fafl\ That is, from the Beginning of the Year 1721 
to the prefent Time. 

The learned Mrs. Osborne having already begun a 
Critique upon the loft oftheje Pieces, I fhall not in- 
croach upon her Province j nor prefume to take the 
Ca (ligation of this Author out of fo able an Hand. 
, But it being generally allow'd that a plain Chroni- r 
ele % ©r Narrative of Facls, without any Comments, or 

Reflections 
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Reflexions of the Author, is the moft impartial Way .of 
writing Hiflbry 5 (efpecially in fuch divided and dif-, 
trafted Times as the preferit » ) it cannot be improper 
to digeH the principal Tranfa&ions of thirteen Tears 
pafi into this Method, and fubmit them to the Conft- 
deration of my Countrymen, under the regular Form* 
of Annals ; in which I fhall include feveral material 
Points omitted by the Author before-mention'd, but 
highly neceflary to be known, in order to fet the Me- 
rits ot our prejent, great Minifter in a true Light. 

I chufe this chronological Method, not only for the 
Sake of Impartiality, but likewife Eminentia Gratia i 
for as Kings date all their publick A&s from the Yea* 
•f their Reign, and our reverend Prelates from the Yea* 
of their Confecration, I have often wonder'd that our 
minifterial, Vice-Roys never aflumed the fame Style, 
and fign'd their Inilruments according to the 7 ear of 
their Adminift ration. But as This may be owing to> 
their great Modefty and Tendernefs of approaching, 
too near the Character of their royal Mafters, I think 
it my Duty to do Them Juftice, and fhall therefore 
proceed in the following Manner. 
Anno primo, 

On thefirfi of April 1721, (of all Days in the 
Year) the great Man, of whom I am now writing, 
was fworn into the Offices of Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and firft Lord CommiJJioner of the Treafury ; ha- 
ving fufficiently merited thofe important Employments. 
in the preceding Seffion, by his great Zeal in pacify* 
ing the Refentments of the People, occafion'd by the 
Mifmanagement of the South-Sea Scheme, and ' his A- 
bilities in relieving Them from their DiftrefTes, by* 
Schemes of Ingraflment and the Bank-Contraft. 
. This Year a large Fleet was fent up the Baltick. The, 
King of Sweden was complimented with a Subfidy of 
feventy-two thoufand Founds, (but upon what Account 
does not appear, ) and a farther Sum of five hundred 
S a tboufand 
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tboufand Pounds was granted, to make good the Defi- 
ciencies of his late Majefty's Civil- Lift. 

The fame Year is likcwife remarkable for the pri- 
vate Treaty of Madrid, and the Letter from bis late 
Majefty, upon which the Spaniards found their Claim 
to the Reftitution of Gibraltar. 

The remaining Part of the Year was (pent in pro- 
viding for Relations, fecuring a new Parliament, and 
taking other proper Methods tQ eftablifli Himielf in 
Power. 

Anno zdo. 
• This Year a moft deteftable Conspiracy was dhco- 
ver*d by the Angular Dexterity of the fame Gentle- 
man, who produced fuch Evidence of the Reality of 
it, by Letters intercepted at the PoftOffia, Becypbe- 
ring, and other Methods-, as gave fall Satisfaction to 
the Parliament, and the Court of Kings Bench ; for, 
upon this Account, Cbrijhpber Layer, Efq; was exe* 
euted at Tyburn j Bifliop Atterbury was deprived and 
banifh'd, by a Bill of Paint and Penalties \ and Mr. . 
Kelly mA rlunket were imprhWd in the Tower du- 
ring Life. 

The Habeas Corpus AeJ likewife was- fufpended for 
a whole Year, upon the fame Account. 
Anno $tio. . 

Little was done this Year, Jbefides railing Money, con- 
tinuing the Army, and granting Mr. Wood the fa- 
mous Patent for fupplying Ireland with Copeir 
Halp-pencb. 

Anno 4-to. 

His late Majefty waa pleafed to aflure us from the 
Throne, this Year, that We had Peaee with all Powers 
abroad \ and at home perfeSi Tranquility. But fb deflro' 
able a Situation was foon altered, as We fhall fee in the 
next Article. 

Anno $to. 

This Year .is become a remarkable iEra in out Hi- 
Itery by the Hanover Treaty, which cemented 

Jo 
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fb clofe an Allyance between Great Britain and France, 
in order to reduce the exorbitant Power of the Emfe- 
ror 9 and defeat that formidable Conjunction of the 
Courts of Vienna and Madrid, which gave our Poli- 
ticians fuch terrible Apprehenuons. 

Anno 6to. • 

In Purfiiance of the feme Allyance, three great naval 
Armaments were, this Year, difpatch'd, with ever-me- 
morable Inftructions, to the Baltick, the Mediterranean 
and the Weft-Indies ; where They perfbrm'd fuch won- 
derful Exploits as will do immortal Honour to the 
Britijb Name. 

Twelve tboufand HeJJiam were, this Year, taken into 
the Pay of Great Britain, and continued for four Years 
afterwards, at an annual Expence of near two hundred 
and fifty thou/and Bounds. A moll horrid Plot againft 
our excellent Minifter was likewife difcover'd by a 
Penny-Poft Letter ; in which Notice was given Him of 
a Defign to burn his Houfe ; but by his prudent Con- 
dud in communicating! the Contents of it to his next 
door Neighbour, and Imploring his Protection, the Per- 
petration of fo flagitious an A& was happily prevented. 
Anno jmo. 

This Year will be for ever diftinguhVd in our An- 
nals by the Acceffion of Holland to the Treaty of 
Hanover, under pretty large Reftri&ions, as well as That 
of Sweden, in Confederation of a Subfidy of fifty thou- 
sand Pound* per Annum, for three Tears, and the glo- 
rious Allyance between Great Britain and the Duke of 
Wolfenbuttle, at fo fmall an Expence to us as the Sum 
of one hundred thoufand Pounds i 

The Siege of Gibraltar was likewife undertaken this 
Year, and vigoroufly pufh'd on by the Spaniards, with- 
out any Moleftation from our Fleet, which fufFer'd {Se- 
veral Ships, laden with Ammunition, to pais under 
the Stern of our Admiral, and land them fafely for the 
Ufe of the Siege. 

S 3 Asm 
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Anno %vo. 

This Year was remarkable for EmbaJJies, 'Negotia- 
tions^ and Conventions^ but without any conliderable 
Effect. 

The Bill againft Bribery and Corruption in the E- 
leBions of Mentbers to ferve in Parliament was this Year 
pafs'd, by the indefatigable Endeavours of the Male- 
contents. 

Anno gvo. 

We now come to a Year fulj of memorable Events;, 
fuch as the g?llant Behaviour of our Fleet at Spithead, 
and. the honourable Treaty of Seville, which diflblved 
the formidable Conjunction of Spain and the Empire, 
difpenfed with u^ Quadruple Allyance, by providing 
for the Introduction of Don Carlos into Italy with, 
Spanijh Troops, (which have fince had fuch a glori- 
cus Effect, ) and paved the Way for that happy U- 
nlon between France and Spain, which is at laft brought 
to. fujl Perfection. 

The famous Sum of one hundred and fifteen thoufand 
Pounds was this Year granted by Parliament, to make 
good a Deficiency, or Arrear, of the Civil-Lift. 

An Officer in the EngHjh Navy was alfo broke for 
audacioufly prefuming to make- a Trench Ship ftrike to 
Him, as Ihe was coming into one of our Harbours- 

At the latter End of this Year, an Aft of Grace waa 
faid to be drawn up, and actually laid before the At- 
torney General for his Opinion ; but the Maltcontent* 
having got Intelligence of it, .before it was brought into 
theHoufe, made fuch invidious Comments upon it, 
that it wae thought proper to drop it. 
Anno iom§. 

Another bloody Conlpiracy againft the Minifter was 
this Year carry M on by a Set of Gentlemen, who met 
in Durham-Yard, and had actually got WitnefTes to 
prove that the Port and Harbour of Dunkirk were re- 
paired ; but this Defign was likewife prevented by the 
vigour of Parliament, and the Information of a very 

hnefi 
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boneft Fellow, who did not fcruple to perjure Himfclf 
for the Sake of the Caufe. 

The fame Year the Salt Duty was taken off, upon z 
gracious Recommendation from the Throne $ by which 
the poor Artificers and Manufacturers were not only re- 
lieved, but the Nation was deliver'd from the Burthen 
of fix hundred Officers, who fwallow'd up great Part of 
the Income, and- were always ready to vote, according, 
to Order. 

A Licence was this Year granted to the French, for 
recruiting in Ireland, and feveral Officers were actually 
arrived here for that Purpofe ; but this Deiign was de- 
feated by the unreafonable Clamour of the Country Par* 
ty, who reprefented it as little^ lefs than Treafon, and 
obliged our Minifter to revoke his Licence, to the inex- 
preffible Concern of another profound Politician, who 
was at the Bottom of it. . 

Anno 1 1 mo. 

This Year produced the lait TreaTv of Henna, by 
which We broke off that dole Conjunction with Franct t 
which We had ft> indufrrioufly cultivated for fomc 
Years paft, guarantyM thePSagmatick Sanation, and con* 
voy'd the Spanijh Troops into Italy. 

That Axch-Incendiary Mr. Richard Francklin, who 
had pryM into all the Cabinets of Europe, and given in- 
finite Difturbance to a certain honourable Gentleman^ 
was this Year convicted, by a Special Jury, of hav- 
ing printed the Hague Letter, and fentenced to fufier 
one Year** Imprifonment, to pay a Fine of one hundred 
Pounds, and to give Security of two thou/and Pounds 
more for his good Behaviour for feven Years. 
Anno izmo. 

This Year the Salt-Tax, which had been taken off 
but two Years before, was kid on again, and mortgaged 
for three Tears, in order to raife 500,000 /. for the 
current Expences of the Year. It was likewife fepa- 
rated from the finking Fund, to which it formerly be- 
long'd, and hath been fince mortgaged for a MiJHon 
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more ; fo that it may now be laid to be made perpe- 
tual. 

The charitable Corporation, the Sale of Lord Der- 
tventwatefs Efjate, and fome other Peccadilloes of the. 
fame Kind, became the Subjects of Enquiry and Debate 
this Scffion. 

Another Plot was likewife difbover'd to have been 
carry 'd on by Signior Belloni and one Mr. On, againft 
that upright Patriot Mr- Johnttompfon, the Warehoufe- 
keeper, and his Confederates. 

Anno i^mo. 

I now come to the Year 1733, which is branded to 
all Pofterity by the Defeat of the Excife-Bill, and the 
popular Refentmentt againft the Projector of it, who 
was actually burnt in Effigie, in all the Market-Towns 
of England, and had other Indignities ofier'd to Him, 
far beneath the Dignity of fb illuftrious a Perfonage. — 
But I have thePleafure to obferve that fome Examples 
have been likewife made on the other Side. ; for it is well* 
known that feveral great Lords and other Perfons have 
been difmMs'd from their Employments, civil and mili- 
tary, for concurring with the People in their Oppofition 
to that glorious Scheme. 

I fhall here clofe my Annals of this Gentleman ; for 
as He is but juft enter'd on the fourteenth Year of his 
Adminifiration, I muft reierve the Remainder of this 
Chronicle to another Opportunity, I fhall only obferve 
thatHefeems, atprefent, to be in full Confidence 
and Credit ; and if He mould wind up his Bottoms 
in a Manner fuitable to his former Conduct, Her muft be 
allovy'd to outdo all the Minifiers, that ever went before 
Him. A* 
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N°4ik SATtTRaAY, May i8, 1734* 




HAVE been lately favour'd with a 
Paper, publifh'd in the Kentijb Poft, or 
Canterbury Neds-Letter, on Saturday the 
27 th of Aril lat J which is h extraor- 
dinary a Piece, that I think it deferves 
the Attention of every Briton, as well as 
tfce good £ft»ple of Kent, I fliaH therefore reprint it at 
large, for the Edification of my Countrymen in dHre- 
rent Part* of the Kingdom, with feme curfory Remarks 
ton the Merits of die Autinr, and the Probity of hie In- 
tention. 

Ta the F * B s u in $f tbi Ciif tf Caatertafy* 

Gentlemen, 

TH £ Ekdioti at your Reprefentativw in Par- 
liament drawing near, I beg Leave to ©fler 
fomeThfoga to your Confederation, which I hope 
may be of Service at this critical Juncture, where the 
HooleftConduQ is required; and yet (with Concern 
I fpeak it) the Heat and ill temper of fbmc among 
ns give Me too little Reafbn to hope for any. 
« Be That as it will, my Affeaion for my Fellow- 
Cithsens calls upon Me to mew Them the Reck ; and 
if They fplit upon it, They can only blame Them- 
lelres. 

« c The Oath men, that is to be taken by thfe kte 
AS of Parliament, is the. MMone, that will grind 
you to Pieces, if you do not ward off the Blow j and 
finely o*4 Gentlemen cemfider'd enough the Cbn- 

" feauejicea 
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•' fequenccs of it, They would never, have contented 
t€ to it. 

" I fpealc as a Cbriftian to cbriftian Eleelors} am? 
*' it puts Me in Mind of another Bill, carried on by 
" a noble Lord of more Wit than Charity, who laid 
«' by that Bill He bad damned one Part of the Nation, 
u and ft arved the other. 

" It puts an intire Stop to all Ads of Charity ; 
•* as for Inftance, had' any Candidate been inclined to 
u have paid off your heavy Workboufe Debt, it mufl 
•' have precluded the Votes of a great many Confcien- 
" ces truly fcrupulous ; and I queftion much whether 
" thefe Garments lately given to poor People and their 
" Children may not be conftrued Bribery, when to be 
* c fure it could come from no other Defign than 
u cloatbing the Naked. 

" But to the Point. As the Cafe now (lands, my 
" Brethren, I do advife You, as far as You can, to 
" fave this City from Judgments, that may hang over 
" it by the Guilt of Perjury ; for I hear at prefent 
'-* They are determined to fioear the E left on, Con- 
" fider how many poor, inconfiderate, drunken Peo- 
" pie there may be, who will take rajb Oaths ; and 
" it is only in their Power to prevent it by the follow* 
•" ing Method. 
, " Let the three Candidates and their chief Friends 
" meet and agree that no Oath fhall be tender 'd, (and 
*' if They do agree, I can't fee who will offer to de- 
«• mand it, without their Approbation) and the Bufi- 
" nefs is done. By this Means, you will fave the Souls 
*' of many People from Perdition, and their Families 
** from Ruin. Confider the Fate of Dover, who are 
** now ruining each other with Action upon Actions, 
" and be wife at other People's Cofts. Should all, or 
«' any one Candidate refufe to oblige You, let the Re- 
" fy/' r 9 or Befufers, lofe your Favour, and You will 
•* eafily fuad other Gentlemen of Fortunes and Abilities 
? to fupply their Places. This,, Gentlemen, Tadvife 

« You 
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" You to from no other Motive but a true, chriftian 
•« Zeal to prevent the Mifchiefs, that mull enfue, 
" ftiould this Oath be adminifterM. 

" One Word more, Gentlemen, and I have done; 
u and That is, that I am glad I have this Opportuni- 
u ty of vindicating one of your Candidates from the 
u Afperfion thrown upon Him, on Occafion of a late 
u Advertifement, viz. that by That He openly avoxos 
%< Bribery and Co r ru pt ion . No; the very Words 
" won't bear it. He openly and honeftly declares that 
n He voted against the Bill to prevent Bribery 
*' and Corruption. He thought the Reafons were fo ob- 
"*' vious, the Oath fa terrible, there was no Need to 
u mention either them, or // ; a Resolution becoming 
%t a Chriftian, tho' perhaps not a modern Patriot. 

" For my Part, I and my Family have voted for 
** Him many Years ; and He hath furely kid a frelh _ 
<€ Obligation upon Me and all Hop-Planters by his late 
" Dilligence and Affiduity in procuring jm Aft to pre- 
"«' vent all clandeftine Importation of foreign Hops ; and 
«« when other Gentlemen were fatisfy'd with laying 
" only a Penalty upon every Pound ot Hops, He was 
*' refolved to ftrike at the Root, and got a Claufe to 
** have them burnt. I muft confefs, I can go no 
*« where in Canterbury, but I lee feveral Objects of hit 
<€ Benevolence towards my Fellow-Citizens; fbme 
** Perlbns advanced in the World ; others laved from 
M Poverty, and even Death. And furely, my Bre- 
** thren, I fhould be forry to fee our City diverted of 
€€ all Help, in Time of Need, ( for I am afraid our 
* ' Prudence is not very great ) and fo far from the Throne 
** as it muft be, if tbis Gentleman Ihould not reprefeht 
** us.' Not that I believe it will be fo ; for I flatter 
'* myfelf, how corrupt foever We are, We have not 
4 ' loft our Gratitude. 

*« Thefe, Gentlemen, are my own Thoughts, which 
<s I was determined to communicate to You. If We ' 
~ do not agree in Opinion, I heartily lament it. If 

« We 
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«' We do, We Hull (hew ©arfekes People of Honour 
** and Gratitude, and have the Pleafure of faving * 
** great many Souls, and hiding a Multitude of Sins* 

I am four mqft. affeBionate Brtfber, 

April 26, 1734* % J. C. 

The foregoing EpifUe is written with fuch an Air of 
ihriftian Zeal and Charity, that the Jutbor feems de- 
sirous to impofe Himielf on the World for one of the 
teverend Dignitaries of Canterbury ; but the Charity, 
which He takes fb much Pains to inculcate, is much of 
the fame Kind with That recommended by Father De- 
minick in the Spanijb fryar ; viz. a corrupt Reward 
for doing wicked andfcandalous Jobs. 

The late JcJ again? Bribery hath given great and 
grievous Offence to a certain Party amongft us ; who* 
having forfeited die natural Afleclions of the People by 
their former Conduft, can entertain no Hopes of re- 
conciling Them to their Intereit but by corrupt Methods, 
«nd therefore endeavour to remove this Obfiacle out of 
their Way. It is indeed the Rock, upon which They 
we afraid of Jplittiug, and the MilJione % that wUt 
grind 'Them to Pieces. 

I never was an Advocate for the Multiplication of 
tooths, which I always thought to be a Thing of dan- 
gerous Ccmfequence ; but if Swearing was ever nece£ 
ftty and justifiable, it is certainly fa upon this Occafi- 
tm, in order to preierve the Freedom of Elections, that 
great Bulwark of our Conftitution, and Corneritone of 
all our Liberties. On the other Hand, what can be 
more ridiculous than to hear thefe Men preaching againft 
the Impofition of Oaths, who have already proftituted 
them in fuch a Manner, as to render the Negleft of ~ 
them almoft proverbial ; and lately projected a Scheme* 
which would have rendered the ftrift Obfervation 0/ 
4toem abfoiutelv impracticable t . 
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It might have been expecled that a Writer, who 
aife&s fo much /*/«5r and Regard for the Souls of Men, 
would have endeavoar'd to divert the Judgments of 
God, which He feems to apprehend, by exhorting his 
Fellow-Citizens in the rooft pathetick Manner to avoid 
the GuiU of Perjury, and give their Votes freely, ac- 
cording to the beft of their Judgment, without any 
corrupt Influence. This, I iky, would have been more 
confident with the Character of fo confeientkus a»Wri~ 
ter, than advifing Them to defeat the Intention of the 
Legislature, by obliging their Candidates to agree that 
no Oath jbould be tendered* and thereby opening a 
Door for Corruption, which is certainly a Sin, as well x 
*s Perjury} erpecially in a Point of fo much Confer 
quence as the Choice x of a free Parliament, and the 
Safety of our Confutation. 

As to our Author's Apprehenfions that this Law wiii 
pa an intire Stop to all Atls of Charity, it is certain that 
Charity may degenera|e into Corruption ; or, to fpeak 
more properly, Corruption may be pradlifed under the 
Pretence of Charity ; but Tdeny that the Ad was de- 
fign'd to prevent any publick Benefaclions, or that it 
can be juftly conftrued in fuch a Senfe. It relates only 
to perfonal Gratifications, of a corrupt Nature, by Way 
pf Bargain and Sale for Votes. Befides, I fhould be 
glad to know how it comes to pate that Gentlemen 
ihouid have fo much uncommon Gcnerofity and Bene- 
volence juft upon the Point of an Eleftion, more than 
at any other Time. There are Opportunities enough 
for the moft charitable Chriftians to open the Bowels 
of their CompafTion, without any Danger of Profecu- 
tions, or even the Sufpicion of privafe Ends ; and if 
this Gentleman Himfelf mould be pioufly difpofed to 
pay the Workhoufe Debt He mentions, to cloath all th$ 
Naked in Canterbury, or even to rebuild the Metropoli- 
tan Church there, 1 will undertake to indemnify Him 
from all the Penalties of that Jff. 

Vol. XII. , T I cannot 
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I cannot think it very politick in Him to mention 
the Cafe of Dover, where open Bribery was not only 
added to notorious Influence of another Kind, but fame 
Perjons were not afhamed to encourage the People in 
their Corruption and Perjury, by afiuring Them that all 
fuch Offences would be wiped away by an AB ft/Grace* 
as foon as the Parliament meets. 

Something of this Kind was likewife done at Canter*, 
bury fjor it appears by the Paper before us that one of 
the Candidates thought fit to purge Himfelf, in a pub- 
Mck Advertifement, from the Imputation of having 
voted for the Bill againft Bribery and Corruption, and 
to promife bis Ajfiftance in /£/ Repeal of it. This 
Advertifement, which I find in the lame' Paper, runs 
thus ; .viz. 

" Whereas it .hath been reported that J voted fir a 
u late Bill againft Bribery and Corruption, which con- 
*' tains an Oath to be taketi by the Electors, (who have 
" a Right to vote at the Election of Members to ferve 
«« for the Commons of Great Britain) before He is 
" admitted to poll at the fame Election ; I think my- 
*' felf obliged to declare- upon my Honour, that I voted 
•'„ against the f aid BUI, and determined ( if 1 could 
** have had the Opportunity ) to have affined in the 

•* Repeal of it 1 take this Occafion to defire 

*' the Freemen to excufe- Me for not paying my Re- 
" fpecb, and making more early Application to Them, 
" becaufe I was obliged to attend in Parliament, in or- 
»*' der to, promote a Bill of great Coniequence to the . 
** Hop-Planters, for the Benefit of this City and Neigh, 
" bourhood. 

Witnefs my Hand, 

T. H. 
The Letter-writer tells us that this Advertifement 
©ccafion'd an Afpcrfion to be thrown upon the Gentle- 
man* as if He openly avoto^d Bribery and Corruption $ 
whereas it is plain that He only openly difavow'd the 

Pill 
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Bill to prevent them, and exprefs'd his Refolution to 
'affift in the Repeal of it. What Pity is it that the 
'Freemen of Canterbury would not put it in his Power 
to execute a Refolution, jo becoming a Christian, though 
perhaps not a modern Patriot ? 

When the Gentleman was engaged in this Vindica- 
tion of Himfelf, I wonder He did not particularize his. 
Merits a little farther ; for perhaps He might have ad- 
ded, upon his Honour, that He voted for* the famous 
1 1 5000/. the Heffian Troops, the ft l anding Army, the 
Revival of the Salt Duty, the late Excife Scheme, and 
the Vote of Confidence, as well as againtt the Repeal of 
the feptennial Acl, the Penfion Bill, Place Bill, Army 
. Bill, and other unchriftian Attempts of our modern 
Patriots, in Behalf of Liberty. 

The tctter-toriter concludes with denouncing his 
Anathema againft his Fellow-Citizens, if They did not 
chufe this Gentleman to reprefenr Them. Woe unto 
Thee, Woe unto Thee, faith He, O City ^Canterbury ? "* 
Divefted Jhalt Thou be of all Help in Time of Need, and 
the kindly Rays of the Throne Jball be withdrawn 
from Thee! 

Thus ends this notable Apology for Corruption \ 
which the pious $Ar. y. C recommends to all good 
Chriftians, as the only Expedient to fave a great many 
Souls, and hide a Multitude of Sim. J. 
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» H E Elections for this Part of Great Bri- 
■t tain being now generally over, I fhall 
S make fome Observations on the Courfe 
5 of them, and leave the Publick to judge 
2 whether the Court-Writers have any 
™ Reaibn to triumph ib much on their Sue- 
cefs, as They have lately done. 

. I fhall Lot en ter into any Examination of all thofe 
various Methods, which were previously taken by the 
Favourites of Power to iecure the Election ofThem- 
Mvcs, their Creatures and Dependents; fuch as the 
fraudable Artifices employ'd to procure returning Offi- 
cers in Borough?, the Nomination of proper Sheriffs for 
Counties, and fome other Expedients, which are no Se- 
crets to the World . It will be fufficient, at prefent, to 
commence our Obfervations from the Clofe of the loft 
Parliament, 

The iirft Thing remarkable is the uncommon Expe- 
dition, and even Precipitation, in cliufing a new Repre- 
Jentative ; for it cannot have efcaped any Body's No- 
tice that the lad ParliameRt wa* prorogued one Day, a 
Proclamation was order'd for diffolvingxx the next, and 
the Writs for electing a n«w one bore Tefie on the third ; 
fo that many Gentlemen, who thought it incumbent 
upon Them to attend their Duty in Town, and not 
fufFer any furreptitidufr Points to be carry *d, without 
bearing their Teilimony againft them, had not Time 
te vifn their Boroughs, or at kaft to make the proper 
Application to their Electors, by explaining the Rea- 
fons of their Qondudl, and the prefent Situation of Af* 

fairs. 
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fairs. I call This a proper Application, in Cbntradif- 
tin&ion to all corrupt Influence ; and in many Places 
it is abfolutely neceffary $ efpecially at a Time, when 
Multitudes of mercenary Pamphlets and Papers are di£ 
perfed through all Parts of the Kingdom, to poifon the 
natural, honeft Principles of the People, and no Me- 
thods are left unemploy'd to deprive Them of Informa- 
tion on the other Side. 

In the next Place, I muft obferve that the. Elections 
of thofe Places, which were fufficiendy prepared to 
chufe their Reprefentatives, according to t)ireclion, hap- 
pen'd very luckily to come on firft ; (for I will not fup- 
pofe that it was by any particular Management) and 
-Thofe, who appear'd fullen and out of Humour at fime 
late Mea/ures, had Time given Them to cool and con- 

fult their true Intereft. Out of the former Clafs I 

muft indeed except the antient Dukedom of Cornwall 
which was refervepl, by the lame happy Accident, as 
an Afylum for thoje worthy Gentlemen, who have been 
ex rife d out of their own Counties and Boroughs by the 
Pievifhnefs of the People, and the invidious Conftructi- 
on of their late Behaviour. 

The minifterial Scribblers feem to fce in high Delight, 
upon this Occaiion, and flatter Themfelves that the Re- 
turn of a new Parliament will intirely filence all our 
Pretences to Popularity ; but, if We may take Mr. Ra- 
pines Opinion, there is no true Judgment to be made 
of the Sen/e of the People by the Choice of their Repre- 
Jentatives, Whether this Obfervation will hold good 
in general, I (hall not pretend to determine ; but it is 
certainly ib in a very great Degree ; for if We coniider 
the particular Members, who compofe the Body of a 
Britijh Houfe of Comment, We fhall find that a Majority 
of Them are fent from Sea-port Towns, govern'd by 
minifterial Influence, and litde beggarly Boroughs > 
whole Poverty makes Them an eafy Prey to the Baits of 
Corruption. Moft of Thefe are become, in too great 
a Meafure, the Property of Men in Office } and ii any 
T 3 of 
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of Them prefume to refufe a Recommendation 
from their refpe&ive Principals, They are fook'd upon 
as a Sort of Rebels, and muft expelfc to be treated ac- 
cordingly. It would be endlefs, and is almoft impofli- 
b!e, to enumerate the Various Kinds of Influence, which 
our Debts, Taxes, and Funds have already created. 
There is not a City, or Corporation, in the, whole uni- 
ted Kingdom, where this Evil does not prevail in a 
great Degree ; and if it is fufler'd to increafe upon us, 
as it hath lately done, moft of the Boroughs will be- 
come little more than the Tools of a Prime-Minijler ; 
for I am informed that it is lately made a Rule not to 

, admit any Perfbn into : the meaner! Employments, un- 
Ifcfs He is duly qualify 'd to ferve his King and Country 
with a Vote for Members of Parliament ; and it is cur- 
rently reported that the Election of one Borough, where 
there happens to be a great Number of Bargemen, was 
abfolutely carry *d by granting Them Protections from 
the late Imprefs. I cannot fay whether the fame Indul- 
gences have been difpenfed in any other Places ; but it 
13 certainly a Precedent, which will admit of great Im- 
provements, and I leave it to the Confideration of our 
Ctnnoifeurs in Elections, whether it might not be of 
Ufe, at thefe Times, to iflue out large Numbers of Prefi 
Warrants, in order to alarm the Sea-faring Part of the 
Nation, and oblige Them to commute, by ferving their 
Country at home, inflead of abroad. 

It is therefore poffible that the minifterial Writers 
may have fome Rcafon to exult on their Succefs in the 
Borougb-Eleclions; for, confidering how the Cafe is, 
I am rather inclined to wonder that the Country Party 
have been able to make any Stand at all in thofe Places ; 
but I mull beg Leave to differ from thefe Gentlemen, 
if They produce iuch Inftanccs as any Proof that the 
Senfe of the People is on their Side. This is to be feen 
bett in the Elefticns for Knights of the Shire ; for tho* 
there is not one County in England, where the fame 
minifterial hfiuence does not prevail in fome Degree, 

(and 
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(and in feveral, it prevails to a very high Degree) yet 
as the Body of the Inhabitants, in every Shire, is ge- 
nerally affembled upon thefe Occafions, We may eafily 
judge from the Voice of the People what are the genuine 
Sentiments of the People ; and if thofe modeft Writer s % 
who boaft to much of their Succefs, will be pleafed to 
look over the Lift of Knights of the Shire, I believe 
They will find at leaft Three to One chofen againft 
Them. I might- add that thefe Gentlemen, having 
large. Properties in their refpettive Counties, are able 
to purchafe four Times the Number of Thofe, who are 
generally return'd from the little Boroughs ; many of 
Them have been chofen without any Oppofition, and 
fome of Them in Counties, where thefe petty Corpora- 
tions abound moil. 

I muft particularly mention the late Election for the 
County or Kent, which was carry'd by a very great, 
and almoft incredible Majority, when We confider the 
prodigious Influence on the other Side ; vi£. three Docks, 
two Epifcopal Sees, and four Cinque Ports, befides that 
infinite Multitude of Revenue Officers, who fwarm 
round the whole Coaft, and hold all the lower Sort of 
People in Dependence. 

Nothing therefore can be more ridiculous than to 
colleft the Senfe of the People from the Borough Eleclu 
ons; for if the Cufiom-Houfe, -the Excife-Office and the 
three great Companies were each of Them allow'd to 
lend two Reprefentatives to Parliament, the minifterial 
Writers might argue with as mifch Reafon that thefe 
Ek&ions would determine the Senfe of the City' of 
London. 

I know They will alledge that all the Members of the 
Houfe of Commons are upon a Foot of Equality, and 
therefore They are fure of a Majority. For t^e Sake 
of England, I wifli They may find Themfelves mif- 
taken ; but I hope the Court Writers wijl be fo mo- 
deft, for the. future, as not to infill: on the general 
Senfe of the People , nor to fay that every Body, except 

the 
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the Craftfman, hath done with the Excise ; for the 
late Elections are fufficient to convince Them that it is 
neither forgot nor forgiven by the Body of the Nation, 
who have holiow'd it down in fuch a Manner through 
the whole Kingdom, that a Minijter muft be very deA 
pcrate, or very arbitrary, who will ever venture to 
attempt it again. 

Indeed, thofc Perfons, who have dared to violate fo 
ftritt and folemn an Aft as That again!* Bribery and- 
Corruption ', may be juftly thought capable of anything; 
and that there are fuch Men amongft us, the late Elec- 
tions give us too melancholy a Proof. Some have had 
the profligate Affurance to offer their Bribes publickly 
at Market-Crofles, in open Defyance of that Law, and 
to promife the poor deluded People that all Profecu- 
ttons upon it will be ftopt by an Ac? of Grace; which 
is as much as to fay ; Gentlemen, if you are not a- 
fraid of the 'Penalties of Corruption and Perjury in 
another World, you may depend upon Indemnity here. 
Others have been fo modeft as to content Themfelves 
with condemning that Ad, and exprefling their ho- 
nourable Refolution to ajjiftin the Repeal of it, if They 
Jhould ever have an Opportunity. . But We may iafely 
rely on his Majefty's Goodnels, that He will fcorn to 
pardon fo flagitious a Crime as Corruption, backVl 
with Perjury ; and We have Reafon to hope that our 
Reprefentatives will never repeal the only Law, which 
can fecure the Freedom of Elections; for notwithfland- 
ing all the vile Artifices, which have been put in Prac- 
tice to defeat it, I cannot help thinking that it hath al- 
ready had fome Eftecl, and will certainly have a great 
deal more, if it is put vigoroufly in Execution againft 
the Corrupters and the Corrupted. I am inform'd that 
there is Evidence actually in Hand, fufficient to make 
fome Examples of both ; and if Thofe, who are thus 
arm'd, fhould be prevaiPd on to fcreen fuch Delinquents* 
They will draw great Part of the Guilt on Themlelves, 

and 
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and forfeit all Right to the Favour of their honeft Coun- 
trymen for the future. 

-~ But as the Observance of tins M hath already been 
of great Service to fome Gentlemen, and the Viola-- 
tion of it hath deprived others of their natural Right, 
I hope They will both unite in bringing the Offen- 
ders againft "it to condign Puni&tneftt. One or two 
Convictions in We/hninfier-Hall would create fuch a 
Precedent, as might eftablifb this excellent Law for 
ever, and deter the mofl harden'd Agents of Corraftion 
from attempting to break through it again. 

Having made thefe Remarks on the Courfe of the 
Ele&ions, I cannot conclude without taking fome No- 
tice pf thofe Pra&ices, which too often fucceed the 
Choice of a new Parliament ; I mean what is com- 
monly, though fomewhat improperly, call'd Weed- 
ing./^ Houfe j for if We examine the Conduct of our 
political Gardiner* , upon thefe Occafions, We mail find 
that They frequently root up the flowers, and plant 
the ranked Weeds in their Room. Menaces, > of this 
Kind, have been already thrown out very liberally 
againft ieveral Members, who are chofen on the Coun- 
try Intereft ; and, if I am not mifinfbrnf d, fome of 
our moil noted Borough-Jobbers actually retain'd Coun- 
cil, before the EleBiom began, to defend thefe laudable 
Practices ; fo that Thofe, who are flint out of the Houfe 
at the Fore-Door, may have a R*ckJhor open'd to 
Them, and prefe Themfelves, as it were, into the Ser- 
vice of their Cqpttry. 

The Freedom of the Houfe of Commons depends fo 
much on the Freedom of Elections, that a Committee is 
. always appointed for that Purpofe, at the Beginning of 
every Parliament ; and without fome Regulation of that 
Kind, the Houfe might be fuTd with Members ille- 
gally return'd ; but this Provilion, like all others, is lia- 
ble to very great Abufes, and there have been fo many 
Contefts about the Right of Voting, and the Conduct 
of returning Officers, that it affords a Pretence for a 
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Multitude of Petitions ; which puts it in the Power of 
a Minifter, who may gain an abfolute Afcendency in 
that Place, to nominate the fitting Members, and there- 
by model the Houie to his own Purpofes. 
. Such Practices as thefe have occanon'd great Com- 
plaints in former Times ; and ; if We may give Cre- 
ak to fome Papers lately publiih'd, or the confident 
Difcourfes of a certain Set of Men, there feems to be a 
Defign of reviving them at prefcnt ; for We have been 
given to underfland that the Right ofhonourary Free- 
men is to be fet afide, wherever their Votes have 
ferved the Country Party; particularly in the Bo- 
roughs of St. Albatfs, Southampton and Northampton. 
At the fame Timet fome nice Diftindtion, perhaps, will 
be found out to eftablilh it in other Places, where it 
hath been made fubfervient to the oppofite Inter eft ; es- 
pecially at Maiden and Lherpoole ; where it is noto- 
rious that the Returns have been abfolutcJy founded on 
the Votes of honour ary Freemen, made for that Pur- 
pofe. The Cafe of Liverpool is particularly remark- 
able ; there having been no left than/* hundred ofthefi 
oecafional Tools made within two or three Years pair, 
compofed of Cuftom-boufe, Exci/e and Salt-Officers, mi- 
litary Gentlemen, both by Sea and Land, unprefer'd 
Clergymen, and venal Dependents of every Sort, col- 
kcled from all Parts of the Kingdom. 

This, I fay, is what the Creatures 0/ Power have 
had the Infolence to threaten ; but I hope both Tbey 
and their Mafter will be deceived in their fond Imagi- 
nations, and that the Gentlemen elected for the entil- 
ing Parliament will not fuffer Themfelves to be made 
the Tools of anv defperate Minifter, but form all their 
Refolutions, both of a publick and private Nature, by 
the ftri&eft Rules of Honour and Juftice. D. 
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O venalis Civitas! jam jam peritura, fi Emptorm 
invencris ! 

[HERE cannot be a more certain Symp- 
tom of approaching, Ruin to any Coun- 
try, than the Manifeflation of a general 
Disregard to publick Virtue. An open 
Avowal of fuch Principles as tend to the 
Deftruftion of Society, or a Contempt 
of thofe Virtues, which are its Strength and Ornament, 
at firft only ftrike us with Horror and Indignation for 
the particular Perfons, who betray fuch wretched Sen- 
timents. But when We refleft a little farther, they fill 
us with melancholy Appfehenlions; becaufe they plain- 
ly prove a Degree of Corruption among ourfelves beyond 
what We flioukl at firft conceive. In a Country, where 
the Government is pure, and the Manners of the People 
untainted, the Judgment of Mankind ever tuns fo ftrong- 
]y tp condemn the ProfeiTors of thefe bafe Opinions, that 
They dare not venture to produce them to the World ; 
and as nothing but Honour and Principle will induce a 
Man to leave the faihionabk Way of Thinking, to 
which fo many Advantages and Conveniences are al- 
ways annexed, it is evident that thofe Men, who are 
deltitute of both, muft be fenfxble that They think witrl 
the Majority, before They openly declare their Senti- 
ments. 

But when once the Bulk of the People are thus vitia- 
ted, there is no Mifchief,. however remote it may feem 

to 
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to lie from us, that is not actually at the Door ; and the 
Change from Liberty to Slavery, from Plenty to general 
DHlrefc, is often ib precipitate in Countries thus cor- 
rupted, that the lame Men, who have enjoyed the Bene- 
fits of the pureft Cenftitution at the Beginning of their 
Lives, have lived not only to fee the Introduction, but 
t& groan under tnc JHHrtnen ©r tne Biott lcvcre 1 ▼• 
ranny. 

/ The Limitations of a Monarchy, the Regulations of 
a State, or what We call a valuable Conilitution, are 
juftly to be regarded and efteem'd; but nootherwife 
than as they naturally produce a good Efle& upon the 
Minds of the People, which are always influenced by 
the Government, under which They live, A good 
Confiitution is a downright Farce with a corrupted People. 
Every good Law made in it is perverted, or at leatt is 
never to be put in Execution ; and, in fhort, a Solon } a 
Lycurguf, or a Mofes, would never be able to form a 
Government, (o as to render a People happy, unlefs their 
Minds were generally prepared to affift in the Admini- 
ftration of it. Though our Conftitutioa therefore, mo- 
delled and limited as it is at prefent, may be juftly 
rank'd among the beft, that the World has produced, 
it is ftill no fumcient Security to us ; for the People are 
degenerated fo far, that They are fcarce able, or willing 
to preferve it. 

I think I am fufliciently juflified in this Opinion, by 
the Numbers of Thofe, who continually harangue in 
publick Companies, in order to depreciate Virtue, to 
banifh thofe glorious Principles from among us, which 
have hitherto prefer ved us free, and to turn into Ridicule 
all Thofe/ who rationally and nobly efpoufe the Caufe 
of Liberty. 

If an ambitious Prince, or a corrupt Minifter, fhould 
epdeavour to eftabliih an abfolute Authority in this 
Kingdom, the fhreft and fafeft Method He could purfuc 
would be This of tainting the Minds aid Manners of 
the Nation. The Confiitution, {That is, the outward 

Fo.ra 
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Form of it might be fteferved ; but the EfTence of it 
might be at the fame Time exhaufted, and the real Ad- 
vantages of it as totally deftroy'd by thefe Means* as 
by the moil open Violence, and glaring Acts of Ty* 
ranny. We ought not therefore always to fit contented, 
we fee no manifeft Deviation from the Letter of the 
Law, from the legal Limits of our Monarchy ; for our 
Buiinefs is rather to fecure the real Benefits than the no* 
minal Reftriclions of our Confutation. 
• The Forms of Liberty were long preferved in the 
Roman Government, .after the moil intolerable Tyranny 
had ufurp'd its Seat j and we are told that under Tibe- 
rius, one of their moft execrable Emperors, the Free- 
dom of the People was (till In outward Shew prefer- 
ved. The Senate was Hill employ 'd in managing the 
Bufinefs of the Publick. Their Money was, for many 
Ages after coin'd, by their Authority, as the Marks up- 
on it teftify to this Hour ; and every other publick Affair 
icceived their Sanclion; yet, at the. lame Time, we* 
know the moft fhocjeing Barbarities were exercifed by 
the Emperors ; who, while their Actions met with no 
fignificant Opposition, were well fatisficd that the 
People would ftill flatter themfelves with the empty 
Shew of Power. 

If Men would apply Tnemfelves more than They 
generally do to the reading of antient Hiftory, They 
would juftly be alarm'd at our prefent Circumftan* 
ces ; and I think, there is no Man, how prejudiced fb- 
ever, who would not be convinced, upon a careful Ex- 
animation into the~particular State of the Roman Empire, 
under the Emperor, who has been lately mentioned, that 
the Condition of our own Country is too much like it at 
prefent. The Manners of the People were corrupted in 
the fame Proportion ; with this Difference, indeed, to 
our Advantage ; that We are reduced to fuch a Condi- 
tion, under a worthy and gracious Prince, who dif- 
dains to ufe his Power; while They were unfortunately 
govern'd by One, who endeavour'd to increafe that 
Vol. XII. U Corruption* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



±y> The Craftsman. N° 415. 

Corruption, and made no Scrapie to employ it fully to 
the Gratification of his own brutal Paffions. 

But what a miferable Change fhould We foon feel, 
jf fome fucceeding Prince fhould arife, with different 
Principles ? Or, not to carry the Point fb far, what 
would the Fate of this Nation be, if fome fecond 
Sejanus, fome infamous Minift& of State, fhould be un- 
• fortunately advanced ? Without fuppofing, in fuch a 
Cafe, the Concurrence of an evil Temper in^the Prinee 9 
a weak and eafy Difpofition would work the fame E£ 
fcft. Both of thefe might happen, and one of them 
from the natural Viciflitudc of Things may be ex- 
pelled. 

• If a Minifter fhould be exalted here, with a Difpofition 
to mind nothing but the Increafe of his private fortune, 
and confequently aim at nothing fo much as to continue 
"Himfelf in his Employment, tho' the Means were ever 
fo flagitious ; without taxing Him with the other bad 
^Qualities of that Roman Favourite, our Ruin would 
follow as certainly from Him, as it could from- any 
other. If He fingly let about this Work, by playing 
our own Corruption upon us, by reducing all the Cor- 
porations into a venal Habit, by bellowing only upon 
fuch as were qualified to elect: Members of Parliament 
the inferior Employments, and afterwards by confining 
the larger and more lucrative to the Parliament, thus 
chofen, and to fuch of its Members, as would accept 
them upon the bafe Tenure of doing all his Drudgery ; 
if This fhould ever happen, the Increafe of our Corrupti- 
on muft eafily be foreieen, and we may readily deter- 
mine that nothing could follow from .it, but a total 
and voluntary Conceffion of the publick Liberty to 
the very firft Prince, who fhould fhew a Defire for it. 

I fhall not mliriuate that any Minifter, now in Power 
among us, hath betray'd a Difpofition of this Kind, 
or tsudcavour'd to fupport his Adminiftration by thefe 
deflru&ive Meafures. Such Animadverfions are more 
proper to be made by every Man's private Reflections 
- than 
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than by a publick Pen. I mean only to ihew how 
dangerous and defperate our Condition mull be, if jucb 
a Genius mould ever arife in this Kingdom. 

I think our Labours for the publick Service are well 
juftify'd by this ihort State of our Cafe ; and yet we 
are daily treated as Promoters of Sedition, and publick 
Incendiaries, ~ for endeavouring to Item tie Torrent of 
that general Corruption, which every Man of all Par- 
ties acknowledges in private Conversation. Surely We 
may venture to give our Senfe of the dangerous Con- 
sequences of an Evil, which has proved fatal to every 
Country, that has been yet invadeJ by ir; and, in Thir, 
we acl: with the 4me Zeal to the Prince and to .the 
People ; for however weak Men have been flatterM 
with the Temptations of abfolute Authority, it is e- 
qually dangerous to the Perions, who poffeis it, a£ to 
Thole, who* feel its Burthen. 

- ,When We expofe to the People the ill EfFefts, that 
muft refult from a mercenary Choice of their Reprejen- 
tatives, We are pointed out as endeavouring to deftroy 
in Them all Reverence for Parliaments ; and They 
are told that by'thefe Means we manifeilly difcover an 
Intention to undermine the Very Fundamentals of the 
Conltitution. When We argue againft Corruption, and 
again ft a minifterial Dependance, we are fet forth as 
Men intending todefboy the Prerogative of the Crown, 
When we bring Initancea of arbitrary Power, and the 
fevereft Tyranny introduced by Methods of Govern- 
ment, which have commonly been preceded by fomc 
of the Circumftances we unhappily labour under at 
prefent, then We are treated as Men aiming to def- 
troy Monarchy, and pave the Way to a Republican 
Conftitution ; or, perhaps, with the ufual Confiftency, 
which we meet with in the .Writings and Difcourfes of 
our Adverfaries, pronounced to be, in the fame Breath, 
fecret Abettors of the Pretender's Caufe. 

But we fhall flill purfue our Purpofe, without any 

Regard to theie mercenary Tooli of Power, who on their 

U z Side 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1J4 H%* CKAIt^JTAK. N* 4T? 

Side will never carry any other Point than That, which 
is probably the only real one They have in View ; I 
mean the filthy Hire, for which Thev babble. We 
refer our Actions and Conduct to the Judgment of the 
Publick; before which Tribunal, neither Tbey, nor 
their Ma/rer, will ever care to truft Themfelves. * We 
leave it there to be determined, who beft ferves the 
Pretender ; They, who endeavour to raife a juft Senfe 
of Liberty and Virtue in the Publick i They, who er- 
ert all their Endeavours to fix thofe Sentiments, which 
muft naturally produce Plenty, Happinefe and Quiet 
in the State; or Thofe, who would infinuate fuch 
Principles, as muft deftroy the Prolperity and Freedom 
of the People, upon which it is plain to a Demon- 
11 ration that the Quiet of the Nation does depend ; for ■ 
it is not to be expected, ( I am fure it is not to be 
hoped ) that fo brave a People would tamely part with 
thefe invaluable Bleffings 5 and, in fuch a Conteft, if 
in any, that Per/on can only hope for Succefs. 

Who take the moll probable Methods to introduce a 
'Republican Government Y Are They the Men, who de- 
clare again ft every Innovation ? They, who eternally 
argue in Defence of the antient Conjritution, and direct 
their Labours to no other End than to preferve it in 
. its Purity ? Or rather are not Thofe the greateft Ene- 
•mies to Monarchy, who would fupport it by Corrup- 
tion, and by thole Means* which every difcerning Man 
mutt plainly fee would quickly render it abfolute ? I 
Itnow no one fo much a Republican, as not to be con- 
tented with a Liberty fecurcd, protected and main- 
tained, as it may be, by our monarchical ConftitutUn, 
limited as it is, and preserved in Chaftity. But then, 
I know few fo little difpofed to the Commonwealth 
Princ'ple, as not to prefer that Kind of Government 
to abfolute Power. He therefore, who aims at more 
than is confluent with Liberty in this Kingdom, for- 
ces the Modefty of the Peopk, and will drive Them 

60m 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



,N Q 413. , Tie Ckaftsman, %$$ 

from a Principle of felf-Preferration to efpoufe thofe O- 
pinions, which nothing clfe can even difpofe Them to 
entertain. 

The fame may be laid of the Prerogative of the 
Crown, The Prerogative, as far as it is coniiftent with 
that Liberty, which I muft beg Leave to call the gran4 
Fundamental of this Conftitution, is as dear to every 
Man as his private Property ; becaufe his private Pro- 
perty depends upon the Conftitution, of which That 
alfo is a Part. Bat if thefe Tray tors to the Prince and 
Country mould endeavour to raife the Power of the 
Crown by artful Means and Ways, unthought of by 
our Ancellors, and consequently not guarded againft by 
Them, I mould he glad to be informed how fucb a 
Power once attained could be diminiuYd, but by a Di- 
minution of the Prerogative ; and I would ask, jn 
fuch a Cafe, in fuch a Conteft between Liberty and 
Prerogative, what Man would fcruple to pare the one, % 
before he would fubmit to lofe the other ? 

To perfuade the People that we endeavour to de- 
ftroy their Veneration for Parliaments, is an'Jnfinu- 
ation as weak as the Attempt would "be vain. . They 
are univerfally fenfible that Liberty can never be pre- 
ferred but by a Reprefentative from among Tbemfelves ; 
and tho' their Indignation and Apprehcnfions might 
' naturally lead Them to fpum at fuch a one as may be 
hereafter made, by Treafury Mandates, and a Conge , 
£ EHrefrom a corrupt Minifter 5 though They might, 
and certainly would, refufe to acknowledge the Mimick 
only of a real Parliament ; an AfTembly, compofed of 
the Dregs of the People, the mean Tools of Power, the 
Clerks of Offices, and the Collectors of the publick 
Taxes; and though They would ccitainly grumble to 
fee their Properties difpofed of by Thofe, who had 
none of their own ; yet their Re fentment againft fuch 
a mercenany Pack would only aim to overturn that par- 
ticular Power ; and They wauld then immediately re- 
U 3 ' fort 
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fort to fuch Meafurcs as would fecure a free and our 
■biafs'd Eleelion of a legal Parliament } without whkk 
this Kingdom, I may venture to affirm, will never long 
bear to be governed . This is the Refrefrntation We al- 
ways recommend, and one, in which the Nation wOl 
confide. But if any Thing could deftroy the Re- 
verence due to Parliamentary Jfurrfli&km, the cmrupt 
Influence contended for by theie Wretches would efc 
fcft it. 

We fhall confcme no moflp ofourTime In Antmad- 
verfions upon the Infamy of theft Men. They are no 
farther worth our Notice, than as their Numbers teftafy 
the Depravity of the Times. We ought therefore to lie 
more alarm'd than we generally are. We ought every 
one of us, who have not bow'd our Knees to Baal, who 
have not been yet infefted, to endeavour in our diffe- 
rent Capacities to ftem the Torrent, now breaking in 
upon us. Some may, by the Stations They are placed 
in, be able to be more eminendy fervtceable by a vir- 
tuous Example.. Others may have Opportunities and 
Talents to periuade, or confirm their Felbw-Subjecls 
in the noble Principles of publkk Virtue. But the 
meaneft of us all hath it in his Power to preferve one 
Man 5 nor can any private Neceffity juftify a Crime a- 
gainft the Publick ; for we ought a]l to underftand that 
the moft important Duty and Bufinefs of our lives is 
to promote the general Welfare of Mankind. JL 
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[HEN I eomphunM of a general Corrupt 
tion, in my bit Paper, the Invective was 
plainly levelled againft the meaneft of the 
Populace, whofe vicious Habits expofe 
Them to Corruption, and fame Others in 
a much higher Sphere,, who have brought 
Themfelves under the Neceffity of fubfifting upon that 
wretched Expedient ; for I had before acknowledged 
that the middling Sort of People had preferred Them* 
felves untainted, as appears by the County Elections ; ard 
I may add thofe of the great Cities, and rich trading 
Corporations, who have generally exerted Themfelves 
in the Caufe of Liberty, and co-operated with the in- 
dependent Part of their Countrymen in the Choice of a 
free Parliament, 

In my former Paper upon this Subject, I took parti- 
cular Notice of the Kenttjh Elefiion, which was carry-d 
by fuch a Majority as was never known in the Memory 
of Man, againft tne Weight of the Docks, Cinque Ports 
and other Influence, ecdefiaftical y civil and military, 
which hath ufually turn'd the Ballance there, on the 
Side of the Court. 

Nor hath this Spirit difcover'd itfelf in the County 
only, but likewife in two of the richeft and freeft Cor- 
porations ; I mean the City of Canterbury, and the Bo- 
rough of Maidftone, who have each of Them return'd 
two Members in the Country Intereft, though the Church 
hath a very great Influence in one of them, and Chatham 
Dock in the other. The fame Difpofition manifefted it- 
felf in the City of Rochefter, upon feveral Occasions ; 
but their Dependence is fo well known, efpecially under 
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our prefent Circum (lances, that nobody can wonder to 
fee the other Interefi prevail. 

I (hall fay nothing of New Romney, which is certainly 
the moft independent .of all the Cinque Portj, •till the 
Difputc about the Election of a Mayor, the Right of 
fever al Voters, and confequently the Legality "of the 
Retum 9 are determined by the proper Judges. All the 
other Boroughs in Kent are under fuch notorious In- 
fluence, that they do not require any Animadverfion. 

I cannot quit this County, without lamenting the Lofe 
of that * noble Patriot, who hath been lately fnatch'd 
from us» juft after He had received the higheft Honour, 
which his Country could beftow upon Him, in full 
Confidence from his former Conduct that He would 
have continued to exert the moft upright and publick- 
fpirited Zeal, in Defence pf our antient Confutation. 
1— —But We hope this great Lois to the Publick will 
be repair'd, as far as fuch Lofles will admit of Repara- 
tion, by that + worthy Gentleman, who hath been late- 
ly nominated as a Candidate to fucceed Him in Parlia- 
ment, and whofe excellent Character hath engaged the 
Affections of his Countrymen fo warmly in his Intereft, 
that it is generally thought He will be chofen without 
any Oppofition. 

The Election for the County of Southampton, where 
the fame Kind of Influence prevails to a very great De- 
gree, is another Inftance of the Sen/e of the People ; for 
even fuppofing our Accounts of that Election, in the 
publick Prints, to be juft, one of the Candidates in the 
Country Intereft carry'd it by a great Majority, and the 
.other loft it only by two Votes ; which is fo far from 
being any Defeat, that, conftdering the vaft Advantages 
on the other Side,, it may be certainly reckonM fome- 
thing more than a drawn Battle. 

. But 

j * The Lord Vane, 
f Sir Chriftopher PoweL 
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But the good People of Norfolk afford us the 
moft remarkable Example of a publick Spirit, and have 
for ever diftinguifli'd Themfelves in our Annals by their 
glorious Oppofition to all the Arts, which coula poffi- 
bly be employ M to corrupf, Or divert Them from the 
true Intereft and Service of their Country. Indeed, 
when I confider not only the natural and adventitious 
Influence, which a certain Gentleman muft have ac- 
quired in that County by a long Monopoly of Power, 
fcut even his perlbnal Pretence, and that Multitude of 
Emiflaries, whom He difpatch'd to all Parts of the 
County, with the moft prevailing Arguments ; I am at 
a Lofs to think how a Caufe fo well fupported could 
poffibly fail, in this Age. It is certainly a very melan- 
choly Circum (lance for the 'poor Gentleman, and I can 
fcarce help pitying Him, in Spight of my Country ; 
for I am fomewhat of Mrs. Peachumh Opinion, that it 
is a moving Thing to fee a Grbat Man in Diftrefs. 
I am fenfible that his pious Advocates may quote Scrip- 
ture in his Behalf, and alledge that a Prophet is with- 
out Honour in his own Country, and among his 
•own Kin. But when a Man hath no Honour in any , 
Country, He cannot laft long ; and This feems to be 
the Cafe of our political Prophet; for if from the North 
We travel Weftward, his A flairs will appear in a much 
worfe Plight ; all the Counties in that Part of the King*, 
dom having chofen their Reprefentatives on the popular 
Intereft ', without any Oppofition, or Struggle, on the 
other Side. 

• It hath been already obferved that moft of the rich, 
trading Cities and Corporations, where there is the leail 
Degree of Independency, have difcover'd the fame ma- 
lignant Difpofnion, and prefer'd the general Intereft of 
the Nation to That of one private Man, But fmce I 
am now got into the Weft of England, the City of 
Briftol deferves particular Mention ; for as it is, without 
Difpute, the greateft trading City in the whole King- 
dom, next to London, fo it hath follow'd her Exam- 

pie 
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pie in the Choice of her Reprcfentatives, againll all the 
corrupt Applications of Power and Money, By this glo- 
rious Aftion, the Citizens have exprefs'd a juft and 
grateful Senfe of their late Deliverance, and in titled 
Them (elves to the future Regard of Parliament, if any 
fuch deftruttive Project againft their Trade and Liber- 
ties mould ever be attempted again. 

But the Cornijb Elections are a convincing and even 
demonftrative Proof of what We have advanced, con- 
cerning the Senfe of the People ; for though Cornwal is 
in a Manner over-run with Borough-Towns \ and a great 
Majority of Them are abfolutely under Dependence 5 
yet it is plain that They have no Influence on the Body 
of the People ; fince the fame Perfons, who a flu me a 
fort of dictatorial Power over the Corporations, have not 
fo much as attempted, or propofed, to fet up any of 
their Creatures for Reprefentatives of the County, 
. Methinks, there is fomething very ridiculous, as well 
as unwarrantable, in the Circumftances and Manage- 
ment of tbefe Boroughs ; They arc generally treated 
like ldeots, or Lunatkks, who are not capable of chu- 
fing their own Guardians, and therefore are delivered 
over to the Care offome Relation, or Neighbour, who 
undertakes their Affairs, and is fure x>£ haviag his Pro- 
ceedings ratify'd above, without their Approbation, or 
Confent. From hence it often comes to pat that the 
Reprefentatives and the Reprefented are utter Strangers 
to each other 5 and I mould, not be in tfceleaft furprized 
to fee a warm Contention in Parliament about the late 
Elections for fome of tbefe Botougbs, which never faw, 
or were feen by any one of the Petitioners, or the fitting 
Members. Nay, I have been told that fpme of the 
chief Inn-keepers ih tbefe Boroughs have not been able 
to fatisfy the Curiofny of their Guefts who their Mem- 
bers were ; and that their Members have been equally 
at a Lofs in Town to anfwer to the Names of their 
Boroughs, when They have been calTd over'ia the 
rfoufe. 

There 
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There muft be fome extraordinary Magnetic^ to 
draw the Affections of People at fuch a Diftance, and 
make Them flick fo clofe to Men, whom They never 
f$w, or heard of before. Some Perfons affirm that this 
Nojtrum is compofed of a yellow Kind of Earth, which 
is found in great Quantities, at theie Sealbns, on a cer- 
tain Hill in Comwaly call'd the Mount of Corruption. 
Others are of Opinion that the Mafter of the Mount, 
who is certainly a very great Adept in the occult Sci- 
ences, hath dhcover'd the Philofipher*s Stone, and can 
turn every Thing tje touches into Gold ; it being com- 
puted that, in fome Years, He fpends at leaft twenty 
Times the Income of his Eftate, and yet was never 
known to want Money, upon thefe Occafions. But, 
for my Part, I verily believe that He a£b only by Com- 
mijjion, and hath Credit given Him for every Thing 
He does. 

There is a remarkable Cafe in Cokeh Inftitutes, which 
deferves the .Obiervation of the Publick, at this Time. 

" Thomas Long gave the Mayor of Wefibury 4 /. to 
" be elected Burgels, who thereupon was elecled. This 
" Matter was examined and adjudged in the Houie of 
** Commons, fecundum Legem & Confuetudinem Par- 
41 Uamenti, and the Mayor fined and imprifon'd, and 
" Long removed; for this corrupt Dealing, fays Sir 
" Edwark Coke, was to poifon<the Fountain it/elf — 
Chap. 1. Inft. 4. 

From this Cafe it appears that the Practice of cor- 
rupting Boroughs is not intirely modern 5 and We read 
of a Set of ProjecJors, m the Reign of King James 
the 1 ft, who undertook t* model the Houfe of Com- 
mons to the King's Purpofes ; from whence They gain'd 
the Name of Undertakers. But as the former Attempt 
was punifh'd in an exemplary Manner, fo the latter 
was defeated ; ' an4 though fuch Practices of poifoning 
the Fountain have been wonderfully improved fmce that 
Time, they were never infilled on 'till very lately as 
any Proof of the Senfe of the People. 

Nothing 
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Nothing is more common at prefent than to hear 
one Corporation call'd a Court-Bor^ugb, another a 
Treafury-Borougb,, a third an Admiralty-Borough, a fourth 
a Pq/i-Office Borough, and fo of many more ; hecaufe 
They depend on tbeft Offices* and are often obliged 
to chufe fuch Representatives as are nominated tp 
Them. This is undertaking with a Witneis, and can- 
toning out the Boroughs of England amongft Court Fa* 
pourites. It gives -us a very ftrong Idea of the Power 
of a Minifter ; but is far from being any Proof of the 
Sen/* of the People. 

I {hall conclude this Paper with a very extraordi- 
nary Letter, which I am infbrm'd hath been ient to all 
the Peflmafters in the Kingdom, during the late £~ 
lections. 

SIR, 
€i X Defire you'll fend me a particular Account of your 
" JL Election, when it comes on; and if there be 
<c any Oppofition and a Poll, pray advife by every 
" Pod bow it goes ; and when the Return is made, 
€t inform me bow the Parties ftand affecled, and where 
u their Places of Refidence are, if They are new Mem- 
" bers. Your punclual Complyance with This will 
*' greatly oblige 

General Poft-Offiee, ^ Tour bumble Servant. 
April 18, 1734. 

P. S. If there be any Boroughs in your Knowledge, 
or Delivery, pray procure me Accounts thereof, as above. 

I fhall make no Comments on this Letter, which fuf- 
fciently explains itfelf, and fhews the^ unwearied En- 
deavours bt/omt Gentlemen to preferve the Freedom of 
Parliament. Z>. 



SATURDAY, 
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-a- quo non preftantior Alter y 




Ptotraber* in kngum mult a damnofa Papyro 
Dogmata Rixator* difiors SHi m mnibus idem. 
Auctio Dayisiaha* 

[ E F O R E the Choice of a new ParKa- 
meat came on, the mmfterial Drudges 
thought Themfelves h fare of their 
Game, that They began to ft ng TcDeu* 
upon it, and infult us with the Lofs of 
ova Popularity. Nay, even when the 
Ek&ion* were above half over, good Mrs* O shorn* and 
ibxne of her ingenious AfTociates m the Coitrant had 
the Modefty to boafl of their Succefc, and that the Re- / 
turns then made were fufficient to determine the Senje 
if the People on their Side. -But as foon as this Point 
came under Examination, and it appeared that above 
three Parts in four of the Counties \ and molt of the ricb 9 * 
' independent Corporations had declared in the ftrongeft 
Terms againft Them, by the Choice of their Reprejen* 
tatives, They immediately turn'd the Tables upon us, 
ana began, to depreciate the Affeclions of the People, 
which They had in vain attempted to conciliate to 
Themfelves. All their late Papers have therefore run 
in the penitential Strain, with a plentiful Mixture of 
Panegyrick on their Patron, and Satire upon his Op* 
fajers. 

1 have hitherto pafsM over thefe inconfiilent Rhaplb- 

dies, without any particular Remarks ; but the Free- 

Vol. XIL X Briton 
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Brf'toi oifhurfday the 6th Inftant is fo curious and ex- 
traordinary a Piece, that I cannot entertain my Readers 
better this Week than with a fhort Comment upon it. 
I am fure it will prove a very diverting Subject, and 
perhaps not altogether void of Inftruction. 

The tyodeft Efquire, who fhiries at the Head of that 
Paper, begins with a labour'd Invective- again ft Popu- 
larity, which He hath embellUh'd with all thofe Com* 
mon-place Flowers of Rhetorick, that are to be found in 
Plays, Poems, and Declamations. It is, in his Lan- 
guage, the Food of vain Ambition ; the Snafe of Senfe 
and Honefty ; the Breath of giddy Multitudes, which 
neither Wifilom nor Science can always obtain, nor 
Wealth with all its Treafures furchafe with any Secu- 
rity, nor Truth and Integrity allure its ^Attachments to 
Them/elves,. however deferving above all others- As it 
proceeds from, fo it depends on, the great promifcuous 
Heap of Mankind, where the Brave are mingled with 
the Bale, the Difcerning with the Weak and Foolifh ; 
where Numbers, without any Senfe, or Property, 'give 
Law to the wifeft Under/landings, and to the largeft For- 
tunes.— He runs on, with his ufual GHbnefs, in the 
fame loofe, undiftmguifhing Gibberifh, which is neither 
true nor falfe, without fome Application,- and may be 
properly calTd a pretty, difgui/ed Way of faying nowing. 
All I can collect from it is, that Mr. Walfingham is very 
'angry with the People of England for their Conduct at 
the late Elections ; by which They have given the 
World. a convincing Proof that Wealth with all its 
Treafures cannot furchafe Popularity ; and that any 
Man, who relies upon that Support alone, may happen 
to find Himfelf fatally difappoimed. Had the County 
Eleclwns run in Favour, of Mr. Walfngbam's Friends, 
that old Whig-Maxim, Fox Populi eft .vox Dei, would 
have certainly been rung in our Ears, as a pubjick A- 
vowal of their Caufe ; but fince the Body of the Na- 
, tion have been fo undmiful as to take the other Side, the 
Voice of the People finks into vulgar Breath, which no- 
thing 
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thing but vile Arts can ever captivate ; and the People 
Themfelves'are treated very cavalierly as a vicious and 
diffblute Multitude, a leud, dtjorderly Rabble, without 
any Senfe or Property. Now I can ealily comprehend 
how Want of Senfe may be ' imputed to Thofe, who 
have the Hardinefs to fly in the Face of Wealth with 
« all its Treafures ; but that a vaft Majority of the Britijh 
Freeholders mould have no Property, is to Me a little 
myfterious. Perhaps, Mr.' Walfingham might deiign to 
. infinuate that all the Property of England is confined 
to the Cinque-Ports and Cornijb Boroughs. 

The next Thing remarkable, in this fine Piece of 
Cafaiflry, is the Character of fame great and good Man, 
who hath been lately degraded, and ftript of all Preten- ' 
ces to Popularity. Ic is, indeed, iuch a Mafterpiece of- 
Drawing, that I cannot do the Artift Juftice, without 
quoting his own Words. 

" That Man, Jays He, who hath been the Father 
** of the People, and Guardian of their Happinefs 5 
" whofe Cares have comprehended the Interefts of , all, 
♦* and who hath lived a, publick Benefit to the Commu- * 
" nity under his Care; Whofe humane and compaffid- 
** nate Breaft hath been open to every Man, with Ca- 
" pacity to oblige the «moft c^nfiderable, and Condc- 
** icention to the very meaneft ; whofe Integrity hath 
44 been as much above Suspicion, as his Behaviour free 
*• from Pride, or his Hands from having been employ 'd 
*' in any Work of Oppreffion; who hath neither rcar'd 
" Enemies, nor provoked Them ; who hath been difin- 
" terefted in hjsTriendftiipsand good Offices; equal to 
44 anyJTrjjilrand fuperioi' to all Temptations j That 
* Man may be rejeeled by the People, but neverthe- , 
44 lefs mil rife fuperibr to Popularity. They may x 
" lofe their greatefi Ornament and Benefattor, by their 
*' Ingratitude ; but He can never lofe the" Chara&er 
*' of having been their injured Father, and their abu- 
41 fed Friend. 

X 2 Mr. - 
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Mf. Walpngham alludes to this great Farfonage, as 
Wdl « the cnicl UJage, which He hath lately received 
from the People, in feveral Parts of the fame Paper. 
In one Place, He is caJTd the perftB CbaraHer itfelfi 
is another, the moft valuable of Mankind i and in a 
thiid, the moft amiable and ufeful Man of any in the. 
World \ but, at the fame Time, We are left fomewhat 
sn the Dark for whom this ptrftfi CbaraBer is deiign'd* 
There is certainly but one Perjbu in England, who can 
with any Propriety, or Decency, be ftyled Father of 
the People, ana Guardian of our Hafpinefs, Thefe Ap- 
pellations have been always appropriated to the Sove- 
reign, and thought incommunicable to any Subject ; but 
I am fo well acquainted with Mr. Wal/tngbam** excel- 
lent Talent at Panegyrick, who hath often levePd Afts- 
jefty upon thefe Occasions, and made feveral Improve- 
ments on Wolfey\ modeft Style, that I am almoft confi- 
dent his Patron fate for this beautiful Picture, ft is 
well known that He -hath long enjoy *d the Title of 
Prince}* Sevatut, and halh often had the facred Oil 
pdur*d upon his Head ; lb that although He may not 
be able to prove Himielf the Father of the People, by 
any Marks of natural Affection towards Them, and it 
may be confbued High Treafcn to call birn our Father- 
in Law ; yet I apprehend that He may be properly 
enough denominated the Step-Father of the People ; or 
fuch a Kind of Parent as Saturn was of old, who is laid 
to have devoured his own Children l and perhaps This 
maybe theReafon. for putting "us ib often in mind of 
that famous HemifLich, redeunt Satumia Regna ; That 
i , in Mother Osborne and Mr. WalfingbnuCs Englifh, 
We are the happieft People on the Fare of the Earth, 
and enjoy all the Liberty human Nature is capable of. 

This Point being therefore fettled, that Mr. Wal- 
singham's Patron is the Father of the People, and 
Guardian of their Happinefs, h will be eafy to reconcile 
the reft of the Character to that anointed Minsfter\ 
whofe Integrity hath certainly been at much above SUS- 
PICION* 
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picion, as his Behaviour free from Pru>e, or b* s 
Hands from having been empty d in any itfbrk of Op.- 
PREssioN;— — The Forage-ContracJ, the Bank-Con- 
tra #,♦ and Army-Debentures, ( amongft a thoufand other 
Jnftances, which might be produced) ate undoubted 
Teftimbnies of the firft ; as his Modefly in .refuting 
Honours is a Proof of the fecond ; and whoever consi- 
ders the true Nature and Tendency of the hte Exeife-^ 
Scheme, wilt purge Him from any Imputation of the 
third. — T Nobody can charge Him with having either 
feafid Enemies, or provoked Them, by making Uieof 
his Power to gratify his perfonal Refentments^and turn- 
ing Gentlemen, of the moft unqueftionable Abilities and 
Affection to his Maiefty, out of their Employments* 
becaufe They thought it their Duty to oppofe fome of 
his Meafures. — That he hath been difinterefted in his 
friend/hips and good Offices, appears from his Gratitude 
to Thofe, who 1 affifted Him in the Time of Diftrefs, 
and contributed to hjs prefent Elevation. — The pru- 
dent and happy Conduct: of Af&irs, both at home and 
abroad, ,for feveral Years paid, - is fufficient to prove 
Him equal , to any Trufl ; and his moderate Acquifitions 
demonltrate his \ Superiority to all Temptations. Yet every 
Body Jmows that this grejt, this good, this wife Man 
hath been lately rejecled by the People, alrnoft with a 
general .Voice, and that They are now in Danger of 
lofing their greateft Ornament and Benefatlor by their 
Ingratitude ; but his worthy Advocate comforts us with 
an Aflurance, that He will never thelefs rife fuperior to 
Popularity. I muft confefs, this Paflage puzzles 
me v the moft of any in the whole Character ; .and if I 
was not very well apprized of Mr. Walfingham** Sin- 
cerity, J fhould be apt to think that He intended to 
turn our Eyes towards Temple- J}ar,. where I have' leeh 
many a Man raife. his H&dyuperior to Popularity ; "but 
his Attachments are fy well known, that He could not 
be guilty of fo bafe aDelign, and only meant that this 
injured Father and abufed Friend of the People was re- 
X 3 folved 
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ibived. to fourn fuch an ungrateful Rabble under hir 
Feet, and defy Them to do their Word.. 

Having chalUfed the Body of the People, in this pnV 
lick Manner, He proceeds to their Leaders, whom He 
terms the Minions of Popularity, and compares Them to 
Di&ators taken from the Plough •, alluding, I rappofe, 
to thole Qountry Gentlemen, whom the People nave 
lately chofen to reprefent Them in Parliament. Bat as 
the Roman Delators were not taken from the Plough, 
jncerly apon that Account, but becaufe They were 
known to be Men of great Ability and Integrity ; fo if 
ear rufiick Dictators mould imitate their Example in 
tbefe Rejpe&s, as They infinitely farpafs Them in Point 
of Property, We fliajl have no Reafon to complain of 
their Plebeian Extrafiion, no* like Them ever the worfe,. 
becaufe They happenM not to be brought up at Court, 
©r in Exchange- Alley. 

Mr. Walfingbam goes on with his AllufionSr and tells 
us that vulga* Pebbles (meaning thefe rural Dilut- 
ion again) have the Price ofGEWs infome Eyesi That 
is, as He is pkafed to explain it, in the Eyes of Fools 
and Country Bumpkins ; for Thofe, who have had the 
Happinefs of a Court Education, are too well acquain- 
ted with the Difference, to be impoftd upon in this Man* 
ner. For my Part, I have always look'd upon Squire 
Walfingbam nimfelf as -a precious Gem, which was acci- 
dentally pick'd up amongb vulgar Pebbks, *nd had the 
- Honour to be ftuck in the Cap of his Patron. 

We are next entertain *d with a fevere Piece of Satire 
on fonte particular Perfons, who have received great 
Obligations, it feems, from his minifterial Majefty, and 
yet have lately been fo ungrateful as to join with the 
. 'People againft Him . This Paflage likewife is fo curious,, 
that I muft beg Leave to\quotc it. 

•' Generofi ty of Mind and Goodnefs of Heart, fays 
** our exquifite Moralift, fed fo much Pleafure in the 
** Gratitude of Thofe, -whom They oblige, that per- 
« haps it would be more than human Nature can ad- 

" xnit 
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" mit of, to be indiflferent and unmoved, when Tbefe 
u are falfe, or ungrateful- To fee Numbers* who are 
** indebted to us for the greateft Benefit^ declaring a- 
*«■ gainfi us with the raoft unnatural Animofity * and 
*' even Men, profeffing Frkndfhip and coveting our 
" Confidence, making ail poffible, felfiih Advantages 
'*« of us on one Side, and doing all poffible Mifchicf to 
** us on the other ; pretending a Defire to ferve us, only 
•* that They may be in a Opacity to hurt us ; any fuch 
44 Inftances of black Ingiatitude, or of bale Infincc- 
41 rity, muft doubtkfe difturb Him, whom They have 
u injured. 

*I wifh Mr. Walfingbam had thought fit to point out 
tbefe perfidious Monflers, that We might know where to 
fix our Indignation and Contempt ; for as Gratitude is 
the moft amiable of all Virtues, h the Breath of it is 
undoubtedly the blackeft of all Vices ; especially, when 
it appears againft Men in Power ; who, being the DiA 
jtenfers of Honours and Rewards, are a Sort of national 
Benefatlors, and every Boon They beftqw, in their puU 
lick Capacity, ought certainly to be fook'd upon as a 
private Largefs. Nothing therefore can be more bafe 
and ungrateful in any Man, who hath once received 
a Favour from his Prince, or his Country, than to turn 
againft the Minifter, through whofe Hands it happened 
to pafs, and plead Confcience, or Duty, in Opposition 
to inch a perfonal Obligation, For this Reafon> I have 
often thought that dealing with Minifiers of State is 
fomewhat like contracting with another Gentleman in 
great Power jfor if You take but a Shilling from Them, 
or by their Mean** You muft expect to be treated like 
their Bond-Slave forever. 

The learned Author of this noble Harangue concludes 
with a publick and explicit Confeffion that the general 
Senfe of the People is againft Him ; for He tells us, 
without any Difguife, that it is not the Lofsof a 
single Contest, which is to be eonfider'd as the 

real 
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real Grievance. The Example is of a' general Na- 
ture.- Such a Declaration as This mud be rare 
News to the popular Rabble •, as well aw their Minions, i 
and, confidering from what Hands it comes, will put 
Them no Doubt into very good Humour. I believe, 
indeed, that the late Elections have fafficientlv mor- 
tirVd our political Daddy, and that He hath but one 
'Artifice left to fupport Himfelf in his Guardianjbip over 
us, which He will certainly put in Practice, unleia 
prevented by the, timely Vigour and Integrity of our 
new Reprefentatives. , ' D. 
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> Congratulate the Publiek on Mr?. Os- 
k borne's Return from the Norfolk E- 
leclionh to her Poft in the London Jour- 
nal; where She made her Appearance 
again, on Saturday- k#; after feveral 
Weeks Abfcnce, and undertook the So- 
lution of that knotty^ Problem, whether the Sehse of 
the People is with the Ministry,, or again? 
tThe/n Our political Grandmother makes no Scruple to 
determine this Queftion in the Affirmative, and feajns 
to caft anoblique Reflection on her Brother Walfing- 
ham, who gave it up to us the Week before. For this 
Purpofe, She begins with- aflerting,that the Freeholders 
of England (whom She calls a Parcel of gaping, coun- • 
tn Fellows.) are almft as ignorant of ail political 
Knowledge, as the Beasts They rule ou; and that 
their several Leaders are not much above Them ; 
meaning the Country Gentlemen and Cxergy- 
b*en, as She explains Herfelf immediately after. Ha- 
ving laid down this modejl Pofiulatum, She concludes 
- * with 
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with' her ufual, logical Exaanefe, f&tf Tbefe, who have 
no Srkse or HATioNAt Affairs* cannot be f aid 
to exprefs the Sewsb of the Nation. She then 
proceeds to acquaint us where the Senfe of the People 
really lies ; That is, amongft the Citizens and Burgef 
fes, wbofe Numbers are as gnat in moft Counties, as 
the Freeholders fbemfehes, and their political Know- 
ledge much greater. Now, fuppofi ng This to be true, 
it ought likewife to be connder'd which of the Two art 
.moft free and independent ; for without Inde- 
pendency, it is impoffible to know the Senfe of the Peo- 
ple, whatever their Numbers, or Wealth, or Knowledge 
may be j. and I believe Dame Osborne will not pretend 
to lay that the Voters fir Boroughs are, generally Speak- 
ing* altogether 1b free and independent as the Electors 
fir Counties. Befides, the good old Lady feems to for- 
get that the Country Party have already claim'd the 
Majority of Cities and gnat: trading Towns, as well at 
of the Counties, to Themfelves ; particularly London 
and Brtfiol, which, for Numbers, trade and Property, , 
to fay nothing of their political Knowledge, muft be ai» 
low'd fuperior to all the trading Towns and Cities in 
England % not excepting even Norwich itfelf, which 
Mrs.' Osborne feems to mention with more than ordi- 
nary Triumph ; though when that EleQion is conn- 
der'd in its true Light, it reflefis as much Difhonour 
on her Patron, as any one in the whole Kingdom. 
Neither will the Members for all the Counties, and 
great trading Towns, properly fo call'd, conftitnte a 
Majority of the Houje of Commons ; and therefore We 
_ muft colled the Senfe efJbe Peopk, according to this 
Way of Reafoning, from the little, beggarly Borough* 
on the Sea-Coafts, and in tyro or three inland Coun- 
ties, whofe Gircumftanccs render Them dependent on 
Mlnifters, and put it in their Power to oallance the 
Counties and great trading Towns 9 ot T as the fame tear- 
nedJuthorefsooccobktvid, to fupply the Want of na- 
' tural Strength with great Art. 

Leaving 
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Leaving thefe Points therefore .to our grand Mamma* s 
farthet Confident t ion, I lhall now pafs on to the Scot- 
tijb Eleelions, which have lately fill'd our News-pa- 
pers, and feem to require fome particular Animadver- . 
lions. 

I am (enlible that the Court-Writers will have an 
Advantage over us, in this Part of the Argument, 
and cxpeft to fee their next Productions fill'd with 13 
Paans upon their Succefe in Scotland. But, I mull 
crave their Leave to obferve that if We may rely on 
the whole Tenor of Advices from thence, the late Re- 
turns in their Favour are very far from being any Proof 
of the genuine Senfe of the People, in that Part of the 
united Kingdom * which hath concurM with the Senfe 
•f their Fellow Subjecls in England, as far as They 
could poffibly manifeft it by outward Profeffions and 
Declarations. How it came to pafs. that the- Voice of 
the People mould- be drown'd in the- Choice of their 
Reprejentatives, and -that the Country Intereft mould 
be overpower'd, amidll ib much ^Popularity, may be 
fully explained in due Time ; nor is it, indeed, any 
great Secret at prefent ; for by what, already appears, 
concerning the late Eloftion oxfixteen Peers to repre- 
fent the Peerage of Scotland, the Myftery is partly 
unfolded. Let us therefore take a ihort View ot this 
Affair, as it. appear* from the Mhiutes of the Elec- 
tion. • 

The Peers of Scotland being met at the Borough- 
Room, in order to chufe proper Perfony to reprefent 
Them in the enfuing Parliament, the right honourable 
the Earl of Stair enter'd the following Proteft, pre- 
vious to the Election, viz. 

" Whereas *his Forenoon, a Batallion of Foot wa,s. 
" drawn up, under Arms, in the Place call'd the Afc 
" bey-Clofe, and there continues un3er Arms ; and 
" whereas, by the Law and conftant Practice in all 
" Britain, none of the Handing Forces can lawfully 
u continue in. any Town, or Place, or in the Neigh* 

«* bouihood 



Digitized by CjOOglC 



N Q 4i<5. 3>* Craftsman. 051 

" bourhood thereof, faring the Time of an Election 
u for. Parliament in tharTown, or Place, and that.//// 
u now, at every Election of fixteen Peers for Scotland, 
u , the King's Forces march'd out of the Suburbs, and 
? near Neighbourhood of the Town of Edinburgh, *xA 
u Ad not return till the faid Elections were over ;' 
u therefore I proteft for myfelfand all, who fhall ad- 
" here to this my Proteftation, that the drawing up 
u and Continuance of the laid Battalion urider Arms 
u in the Abbey-Clofe, or any other Place in the Sub- 
€i urbs, or near Neighbourhood of Edinburgh, during 
V this Election of fixteen Peers of Scotland, to fit and 
" vote in the enfuing Parliament, is illegal, and plainly 
" tending to over-awe, difquiet and forcibly over-rule 
u the faid Election ; and, JL for myklf, and others 
'V forefaid, proteft againft all the Confeqaences, which 
" the faid illegal Fad hath, or fjiall have, and for J 
u obtaining Redrefs thereof in proper Time *nd Place; 
" and that this Eleclion is and fhall be conftrued not 
u to be free, but to be over-awed, and over-ruled We- 
U gaily*— - Sign'd STAiR,^and by eighteen pther 
"Teers. 

Protells were likewife enter'd againft feveralPerfons, 
. claiming a Right to vote at this Election J and two o- 
thers by the Dukes of Hamilton and Queens- 
berry, to fave their Titles as Peers, of England. Af- 
ter which, the following, general Proteft was enter'd 
by his Grace the Duke of Hamilton ; viz. ' 

. " Before giving my Vote at this Election, I think 
** it my indifpenfable Duty to proteft, that whereas I 
** have ftrong Grounds to believe that the Pesrs, who 
" are to vote at this Election, have not all of Them 
'*' been left at Liberty to make a free Cheice of fuch 
* e Peers as They Jh all judge rnoft proper to reprefent 
41 the Peerage of Scotland ; but that a Lift of the fix-' 
" teen Peers hath been named by the Minister and 
" fent down by his Agent; and that, what I ap- 
" prehend to be, undue Influence hath been uTed with 

* * . ' v aan y 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



4JS Tht CHAITSMAK. N°4td; 

M many of the Peer* of Scotland, to engage Them ta 
" vote for ihcjaid IJfti and move particakrk, that JF 

* btTe Ground to belie** thc/atf 4{/0 coaMs of die 
« fixtim noble Lords after-named, for whom I have 

* perfonally the greateft Hoopur and Reiped ; to wit, 
« his Grace die Dttke ciAtbol, his Grace the Efckc 
" of Bnccleugb, the Marquis of ZariMv, the Earls of 
« Crawford, Sutherland, Morton, Loudon, Fmlater, 
«* Selkirk, Beleafras, Dunmore, Orkney, Portmore, Hope- 
«■ /*», ^ftry, and LordC4*4r*r* * therefor* I do pro-' 
# « teft, that ui Cafe it fell appear, ia the Coack of 
m this Elcclhm, that the US voted is, and hath been, 
•* a Uftfo named by the Mihstir, and that undue 
•* Afr*** hare bee» ufed to induce the P«f7, who 
•* are to vote at this BaMbm, or any Number of " 
«« Them, to vole for>e^p, bj* Pr*»# *r Gr**/ 

* ** of Place, Pen/Son, or Regard,, to Hemfetoes, or 
«' their awr Relations, or by Tbreatenings of bring 
** removed from Offices, or of any other Kind what- 
« fcever; xh*i fueb EUcHon fhall be held as tfig*&' 
" contrary tofi^Froedom */* Ele&ions, and therefore 
" fwV. v And*rdg hereby proteft, that I fhall be at 
" liberty 4fftnef to dlifett bovaJacbEkBion, if made, 
" and to renew my Prota/P, and to offer my Reafona 
" and Objections agamft the lame, in a moo parti- 
•* cular Manner. " Sign'd 

Hamilton, guetnsberry, Montro/e, Roxburgh, 
Ttneedale, Rothes, Bucban, Stratbmore, 
Haddington, Kincardine* Aberdeen, Jhtn- 
donald, Marcbmont, Stair, Glajgm, Rofe- 
berrie, Saltoun, Elphinftone, Napier, Blan- 
tyre. 
The Lord Elphinftone not only iign'd the forego- 
ing Proteft, but corroborated his Motives to it by * 
particular Declaration, relating to Himfelf, in the fol- 
lowing Words, viz. 

" I Charles Lord Elphinftone do hereby adhere to 
" the Proteft cnter'd by his Grace the Dulte of Ha- 

" milton^ 
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u milton, concerning undue Influence ufed by People 
«* in Power, for this Election offixteen Peers to fit 
" and vote in the enfuing Parliament. And I do h for 
** this Reafon r that Tbey have attempted fuch undue In- 
** fluences upon My self? which Attempts I with- 
" flood, and rejected their Ofiers. — At Edinburgh the 
" 4th Day of June 1734, at the Election of the/x- 
u teen Peers afbrefaid. Elphinstoke. 

The Earl of Rofeberrie adhered to his Grace the 
Duke of Hamilton's Proteft, for the fame Reafon, de- 
daring that it was every Way his own Cafe. 

Then came on the Election, and the Lift before-men- 
tMd being voted, to a Man, his Grace the Duke of. 
Qubensberry enter'd the following Prttefl \ viz. 

•' J, in my own Name, and in the Name of fuck 
" of the Peers of Scotland as fhall adhere to Me, do 
** proteft, that the pretended Election of his Grace the 
" Duke of JtboJ, his Grace the Duke of Buecleugb, 
** &c. to reprefent the Peerage of Scotland) is void and 
u null for, thefe, among other Reafons. . 

i : " That it appears from the feveral Circumftan- 
" ces, which have preceded and attended* ibis Elec- . 
** tion, that this Lift hath been named by the Mi- 
** nister, and fent down by his Agent, without 
** Regard to the real Opinion and Sentiments of the 
" Peers ; and that feyeral of Them have been ty'd 
•• down either to give their Votes for this Lift, or to 
** incur the Difpleafure of the Minister. 

z. u That, for many Months paft, very undue In~ 
** fiuence hath been ufed ( as I have Ground to believe, 
" from what hath already pafs'd, at this-Meeting, and 
" hope *iB proper Time to make farther appear) with 
•* many of the Peers of Scotland? to engage, or intimi- 
*' date Them to vote for this Lift, at leaft fuch Lift 
** as fhould be put into their Hands, by Promife or 
*• -Grant of Money, Places, Penfions, or Preferments, 
" civil or military, to Tbevifehes, or their near Relati- 
"ons; or by Ibreatnings If removing 'Them, or theh 

Vol. ML Y. « near 
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" near Relations, from Officer 7hey enjoy* a 1 ; or other 
'* Promifes, or Threaten ings, equally inconflflent tvitb 
•'/£* Freedom of Elections. 

3. " That lam rather induced to believe that fitch 
* r undue Influence hath been ufed, becauie of the many 
** notorious Inftanccs, that have occurM of undue Prac- 
" Tices, with Refpecl to the Elections of the Com mo* 
u ners, by Promife or Grant of Places, civil or miU- 
•' tary, and Offers of Grants of great Sums of Money, 
<r to influence Voters, both in Countmes and Burghs, 
" fuch as hath not been heard of at any Time before,' 
" by known Agents of the Minister ; and Liberties, 
* # that have been taken by Returning Officers, 
•' in open Violation of the Laws; the Confequences- 
" of which muft be too plain, as tending intirely to 
<r the Deftruclion of the Freedom of Elections,' 
•* tne Ruin of our Constitution, the Tapping t& 
« ' very Foundation of P a r L i a m E N t s, and rendering 
4 * Them intirely dependent, not only upon theCRowNj 
" but every assuming Minister. 
' " For thefe Reafons I do proteft, that the prefent pre- 
* r tended Eleclion of the aforejaidfixteen Peers, to wit 
" his Grace the Duke of Athol, his Grace the Duke 
" of Buccleugh, &c is void ; and that the Eleclion of 
•• fuch fixteen Peers as have the grenteft Number of 
" Votes, fetthtg afide the above Lift named by the R^i- 
" ^rs"TER, is the only fair and free Election, 
«* and They Alone are intitledto reprefent the Pee- 
" 'rage of Scotland in the enfueing Parliament. And 
" I do proteft, for my Part, that I have given my 
" Vote for the Lift, for which I have voted, in Con- 
•* fequence of my free Choice, without any undue //?- 
" fluence ufed upon Me ; and that I have endeavour^T 
**• to ufeno undue Influence upon any Peer vvhatfoever 
*' to concur with Me in that Choice; and I require 
'< You, Mr. James Juflice and Mr. John Murrey* 
•« CJerks of Seflion officiating at the faid Eleclion, to 
«* extract from thse Minutes of Eleclion, and deliver to 

" Me 
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'* Me a Certificate of fuch Jixteen Peers as have the 
u greateft Number, of Votes, fe.tting afide the^tf* Lift 
" named by the Minister.— Signed ggtensberry, &f. 
*< a? in the preceding P rote ft. 

When the Earl of Kincardine fign*d this Proteft, He 
'referved to himfelf a P^ovr of making any farther De- 
elarations of Matters within his own Knowledgi, 
when calPd upon by any proper Court, or Authority .r 

The Matter, contained in the foregoing P rot efts, is 
of fuch infinite Importance to the very Being of our 
Conftitution, that it 'opens a very large Field to us ; but 
the Protefts themfelves have taken up fo much Room, 
that We chufe to poftpone our Remarks upon them* till 
We fee what is laid in Juflif.cation of fuch Proceed- 
ings, D% 




N°4I7. Satvrday, June ap, 1734, 

- ■ ; ■ . ' ' ■ ■ i 

To CALEB D'ANVERS, Efa 

S I R, 

[HE Projeft of the late Excife Scheme has 
been fo fully laid open and exploded in 
your Papers, as well as in other Wri- 
tings, that at prefent it feems fuperflu- 
ous to fay any Tning more upon i^. 
But meeting with the following Paf- 
fage in the Life of Cardinal Ximenes; and it bearing fp 
near a Refemblance to the other Affair ', I thought pro- 
per to fend it to You to be made publick, if You fhould 
approve of it; that the World may compare the Con,- 
duft of one Minifter, totally difinterefted with Regard to 
Himfelf, or Relations, devoted upon all Occafions to the 
true Interefts of the People, and of a truly noble and 
: t Y 2 • great 
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great Gcaiiis, with That of Another, whofe greateft Me- 
rit is not to pretend in fo eminent a Degree to fome of 
*hcfe Qualities. 

. 7 *w, Sir, jour buntble Servant* 

TH E Kings of Caftilk and Leon, Predeceflbrs ef 
Ijabella, the Catholkk Queen, to provide for the 
Eipences of the Waragainftthe Moors, had been obliged * 
to load the People of thofe two Kingdoms with a great 
' ^Number of Im polls. The mod opprefTiveofaH was • 
That called the Alcabala. It confided in paying 
the King the tenth Part of all Sales, or Exchanges. Al- 
tho 1 this Tax was in itfelf very oppreffive, it became 
much morefo, by the Rapines and Chicanes of Thofe, 
who were charged with levying of it. An infinite 
Number of Profecutions were raifed ; the Farmers pre- 
tending that They were defrauded ; that the Declarati- 
ons of the Merchants were not exacl ; and the Mer- 
chants maintaining the-contrary, feveralRegulationsJiad 
been made hereupon ; but they had only ferved to make 
Way for new Chicanes, and to multiply Suits. To Hop 
the Courfeof Thefe, the Merchants obtain'd a Provifion 
that their Oaths mould betaken, for ascertaining the 
Quantity, Quality and Price of the Merchandizes. 
This Remedy produced another Evil ; which was, that 
Jal/e /wearing became very common. As all Vices, that 
are profitable, make in a little Time great Progrefs, fo 
want of Honefty pals'd from Commerce into all civil 
.AcTiona, and the Cuflom of fal/e /wearing was become 
(b great, that nothing was more ordinary. 

The War againft the Moors having been the Occafion, 
■or the Pretence, for this Impoft, that War was no fooner 
tended, than the People demanded to be discharged from 
it. The Afiair was propofed in the Council »f Consci- 
ence* and afterwards in the Council of State. Ximenes 
■voted ftrongly in both for the Suppreffion of the Alca- 
bala j but the Advantage, which accrued from it to the 
Exchequer, and*he Qppofiuon of the Nobles, the greateft 

Pant 
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Part of whom had Alignments upon this Duty hinder'd 
the Effect of his good Intention. It was continued ; 
and the Abufes, which were the neceffary Confluences 
of it, continued likewife. 

Ximenes, who loved the People, did not defift, be- 
caufe He had not fucceeded the firft Time that Affair 
- was propofed. He obtained the Queen's Proraife that 
if He could find any Expedient for the Duty of the 
Aicabala, which might eafe the People, and remedy the 
Abufes in it, without prejudicing the Finances, She 
.would willingly content, and would make kpafs the 
Council by her abfolute Authority, if it mould be dp- 

• pofed. Ximenes confulted the Matter with John Lp- 
fi% 9 who had the greateft Experience and Knowledge 
in Affairs of the Revenue of any Perfon in Caftille, ana 
They turn'd this Affair together in to many Shapes* 
that at length They hit upon the Expedient, which had 
been fo long fought for. 

It confined in making, from the Accounts of the Re- 
ceivers of the Akabala, an exaft Computation of the 
Sums total, to which it might amount, and* iffiks par- 
ticular Sums, which might be produced from wjhat Uyfrs 
raifed upon each City and Community. This Com- 
putation being made, Ximenes framed his Project. It 
contained that in each City all the Companies of Mer- 
chants mould aflemble ; that every one mould tax Him- 
ielf, in Proportion to his Dealings, in fuch Manner that 
all thefe particular Taxes fhould produce the Sum, 

• which was wont to be raifed ; that the Mecbanicks, 
ArtifanSy and generally all the Trade/men fhould do 
the like ; and as to what- regarded the other Citizens 
and Inhabitants of the Towns and Country, They 
might redeem the Aleabala in paying the Sum, which 
fhouM be regulated upon every ope, in Proportion to 
their Eflates and Effects ; and that it fhould be then 
raifed, -in a Manner the leaft burthen fome, with the 
Conftrit of the Queen and her SuccefTors. This Pre* 
ject contained .likewife that the. Collection of all thefe. 

. .'- Y 3 Sum* 
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Sams fhouki be made by the ordinary Receivers and 
^Comptrollers of the Revenue, with a fmall Augmenta- 
tion of Salary, and (hould be paid by Them immedi- 
ately into the Exchequer. 

It is certain that, by the Execution -of this Projeft, 
the Prince's Revenue loft nothing, and that ail the In- 
conveniences, which made the Tax fo burtbenfome to 
the People of CafttiU and £/w, were avoided. Hie 
Merchants were not obliged to jnake exa& Deciarati- 
*ons, which gave too great an Infight into their Affairs ; 
•nor expofed to the Temptation of making^d&ones. 
They were delivered ftoni Seizures and Fmes, which 
were thcordinary Efic&sof real, or pretended Violati- 
ons, from the Searches of their Shops and Magazines, 
which the Officers made as often as They pkaied ; and 
in general from the Vexations and Oppreffions, to which 
They weue every Day expofed by the Avarice of the 
Alcabalifts. The Citizens, the Mechanicks, and gene* 
rcally all the Inhabitants of the Cities and Country found 
the fame Advantages. 

Nevertheleis Kimenes did not Hop there. He carryM 
his Project farther ; and *having examined, with his ufb- 
a) Exaclnefs, how much each Year the Salaries of the 
' Offitsrs amounted to, and in general all the Charges ne- 
celTarv in collecting the Alcabaia, He then concluded 
that theft Officers being discharged, and theie Expences 
retrench'd, as it was in Effect a Confequence of his Pro- . 
jeel, this Tax might be reduced to a Moiety of what 4ifed 
to be raifed ; That is to fay, to be contented with a 
Twentieth fart> inuead of a Tenth, which would be a 
great Eafe to the People, without the leaft Biminutkra 
of the Queen's Revenues. 

Jdm Ltyex was of Opinion that He fhould content 
himfelfwith the nrftPart of his Project, and that Things 
ought not to be carry 'd farther; but Ximeites, whopaf- 
iionately wifh'd that the People might be cafed, to make 
Them his own, maintained the contrary. He'contend- 
ed that it was a neceiTary Coniequenceof his Project 
\ . - that 
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that the Duty, which They were confidering, could 
not be augmented for any Reafon whatsoever ; jfcat 
•otherwife They would inevitably fall again into the 
fame Inconveniencies and Vexations, which They were 
-endeavouring to avoid ? that it was the infallible Means 
*of making Commerce* Trade and Arts to flourish, and 
-of inducing the Inhabitants to cultivate their Land well, 
and to improve and incloie Thole, which were mnculti- 
vated ; Jince, lor the future, They would only labour 
upon their* own Account, and not be obliged to divide 
the Profits of the Improvements They mould make . la 
Jine, He added that if the Revenues fcem'd to lofe any 
Thing, by fixing the Akabala, it was compenfated by 
her Gathplick Majefty's Declaration, that it could not 
*be diminifh'd ; ifo that if She did net find her Account 
by the Augmentation of Commerce, and of the other 
Things, upon which that Imfoft had been laid, She 
would fikewifeloie nothing by any Diminution, that 
anight happen. 

The Project being thus fettled, it was propofed in 
^Council a few Days after. The Dukes of 'Alva and In- 
fantado had not the fame Complaifance for it, that ma- 
4&y of Ximenei* Partifans had 4 whether it were that, 
being Enemies in particular to Him, They took a ^Plea- 
fare in oppofkig Him ; or whether in EfFe& their true 
Sentiments were fuch. They reprefented that all Inno- 
vations in Matters of Government were dangerous ; that 
Cuflom and Ufage were all and all amongft the People; 
that They had been no lefe accuftom'd to the ,Manner f 
in which the Alcabala had been collected for fo long a 
Time, than to thz^AJcabala itfelf ; that it was not ad- 
vantageous for a Sta v te, that the People fhodd be rich ; 
'Which ferved/ only to make Them bold and enterpriz- 
*ng^ that if They were once indulged to have their 
Jfcequeit granted, the Council muil ex-pedt to be daily 
^importuned with new ones? that one Demand -obtainM* 
snakes Wayfor another, and that They would never be 
content until all the Duties fhould be either difcharf^d, 

•r 
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or diminhVd, to the the great Prejudice of her Majcfiy 1 * 
Revenue. .< 

Ximenes, in Anfwer to thefe Objections, and fonie q- 
thers of lefs Weight, reply'd They could not 4eny 
that Sovereigns were bound to do Juftice to their Sub- 
jects; that one Part of that Juftice, which wasmoft in* 
conteftably due to Them, confifted in keeping the Pro- 
mifes made to Them ; that all the World knew that the 

•Kings, her Majefty's Predeceflbrs, had pofitively pro- 

. mifed to fupprefs this Impoft now in Queftion, whenever 
the War again ft the Moors mould be ended ; that, ex- 

" aclly to fulfil this P/omiie, They could do jno lefs than 
entirely fupprefs the Alcabala ; neverthelefs That was far 
from what was propofed, but only to moderate it, and to 

. procure the collecting of it in a Manner, that mould not 
be any Prejudice to the Queen's Revenue ; that They 
could do no lefs in the prefent Conjuncture, when rife 
People were quite drainM ; that it was but juft They 
mould receive fome Advantage from the Fence ; and 
that nothing lefs could be done for Them t&mwhat was 
propofed. 

The Projeft being'approved by the Plurality of Votes 
in the Council, the Queen order'd it mould K^'e^ecui- 
ed, without any Alteration; and that, a Declaration &ou Id 
be immediately made of it, in Form of a perpetual E- 
dicl. 

Ximenes obtain'd from this great Affair That, which 

, He had propofed to Himfelf ; I mean, the Affeclions of 
the inferior Gentry, the Merchants, the Citizens, the 
Mechanicks, and generally all the inhabitants of the 
Towns and Country ; who forever afterwards declared 

-flrongly for Him on all Occafions, where He w<as 
attack'd. 

There were Deputations made from all Parts to give 
Kim Thanks, though He would receive none of Them, 
but fent the Deputies to the Queen, afTuring Them that 
They were only indebted to the Goodnefs of her Maje- 
fty for the Favour, which She had grafted Them, 

He 
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He refufed, with the fame Generality, the Prefents, 
which the Deputies were order'd to make Him ; add- 
ing, with that Grandeur of Soul, which was fo natu- 
ral to Him, that a juft Aclion carried with itfelf its 
•own Reward, and that rhe Arch-Biftioprick of Toledo 
was rich enough to ferve the State, without Hope of 
Profit, or Reward* k. 



N Q 41S. Saturday, July 6, 1734. 



er the Court-Writers are defeated 

a Argument, (which is very far 
being an uncommon CafeJ They 

mfly refbrt to the facular drm; 

laving foufed Themfelves over Head 
ana uars in Abfurdities, They call upon 
their Patron to defend Them from the Triumphs of 
their Adverfaries. This, I muft confefs, feems reafon- 
able enough between a 'Minifter and his Advocates* 
ifince one good Turn deferves another ; but it is cer- 
tainly a very odd Way of deciding Controverlies, and 
was entirely unknown to the antient Logicians. I can 
compare it to nothing but a Mari*s challenging out ano- 
ther to figh^ffim, and taking Care to have a Friend be- . 
Iiind an Hedge with a Blunderbufc in his Hand, to fe- 
xure Him againfl: all Events. 

The publick will jeafily recollect feveral Inftances of 
this new-fafhienM Method of Difputation, during the 
<Courfe of our political Warfare ; but, without troubling 
Them to look backwards, We have an Example of it 
now before our Eyes ; for thefe modeft Scribes having be- 
gun to triumph, on their Succefs in the late Elections, 
-and aiTertcd .very dogmatically that the Stiffs of the 
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Peoplehad declared itfelf on their Sidc^ We thought i* 
incumbent upon us to examine that Matter ; and have, 
I tKink, demonftwtively proved the contrary. Nay, 
our Arguments have had fb much Force on tbefe Gen- 
tlemen themfelves, that They are manifeftly lick of the 
.Enquiry, and. endeavour to get rid of it, by roaring out 
again for Profecutionj. But We ftiall purfue our De- 
fign, in Contempt of all fuch mean Arts, and compleat 
the Explanation of a Subject, which is of the utmoft 
Importance to the whole Nation, at this Time. .Our 
Laws, our Liberties, our Conftitution, and the very 
Being of a free People depend upon it. 

lfhall not howeve* throw away any Remarks on that 
numerous Fry of StrMlerSj.. who are quarter'd in meft 
of *he common Papers ; and are very fcurnlous for no 
other Reafon than I Jjee-atrfe They find Themfelves be- 
neath our Noticed .Let Them rail on, without Inter- 
ruption ; for I fly if ja'jihuch nobler Game, and have the 
Honour to be engaged, at prefent, with two famous 
Champions in the km* Caufe, who are not only in the 
Pay, but the Cotxii|fence and Intimacy of their Patron. 
Every Body wilt immediately perceive that I mean the 
learned Madam Osborne, and the polite Francis WaU 
Jingham, Efq.T^w illuftrious Pair of Writer s % to whom 
I mall always pay the greateft Deference, are pleafed to 
be very angry with Me for my late Difcourfes, and even 
to call Mff very bard Names. As for my good old Gran- 
ny, I am not much furprized at Her ; becaufe I know 
old Women are apt to be fsoward, and impatient of Con- 
tradiction ; efpecially, when They happen to be in the 
;Wrong. But the young Squire is known to be fo fine 
-ait4rWell-bred a Gentleman, that I cannot help wonder- 
iflj| at fome Expreffions, which have lately fallen from 
%h Pen, without any Provocation ; for I will leave the 
♦World to judge 'whether I did not treat Him with the 
Vtmoft Decency and Refpect even in that very Paper, 
which hath put Him into io much Wrath. I have obfer- 
ved, indeed, mat all our great Men are grown very tender 

and 
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and touchy oflate. Perhaps, fomething may gall Them" 
more than ordinary. If fo, I can only pity Them, and • 
promife that whenever I find My felt obliged to differ 
from Them in Sentiments, I mail always do it in fach a 
Manner as becomes a private Man towards his Superiors. 

This muft be my Apology for the following Remarks 
on the two great Writers before-mention'd. I mall 
therefore proceed to the Point; and, for the Sake of 
good Manners, will begin with the Lady. 

When this Difpute was firft ftarted, the Queftion was, 
en which Side the Sense ot the People bad de- 
clared itfelf at the late Elections ; That is, for the 
Court, or the Country Party. Mrs. Osborne 
and her Confederates afcribed it to the former y from a^- 
Computation of the Returns ; which would have been" 
proper enough, if the Point in Debate had turn'd upon; 
the Majority within Doors ; but it is certainly very little 
to the Purpofe in our prefent Difpute, concerning the" 
Senfe of the People without. In order to fee this Affair 
in a clear Light, I made a Diftinttton between the 
Members for little Boroughs, and the Knights of the 
Shires ; for though bur ConftitUtion hath given the for- 
mer as good a Right to fit in Parliameot as the latter ', 
it does not follow thaelPhe^. a#e"equally Reprefentatives 
of the People ; or, to Jpeja&more exaftly, the Senfe of 
'the People cannot be fo truly coljecledfifcm the Perfons, 
whom They chufe. This Propofi tidri is fo evident, 
that it cannot be denied, with any Regard to Truth, or 
common Decency. Will any Man, for Inftance, pre- 
tend to affirm that We may form as good a Judgment of 
the Senfe of the Pople of Wi lts h ire, from the Choice 
of Members for Old Sa rum, and feveral other Bo- 
roughs in that County, as from the Eleclion of Knights 
4 of the Shire P The fame Queftion may be ask*d, with 
Refpefl to moft other Counties, which abound with 
little Boroughs ; efpecially on the Sea-Coafts. Mrs 
Osborne therefore had nothing to do, in that Cafe* but to 
abufe the Freeholders 0$ England in a Lump J which She 
lath done very liberally, as well as the Country Gentle- 
men 
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men and dUpgyum, with bm*er)> CukDifoijninattQB * 
for She compliments the jrrjt with the .Appdlatia* >of 
gaping CouinrRy.FEtidws^iwfev^V^^^Wsy. 
awvatf ^ * // political RntmUdge as\iU ^AvrrThj* 
rideHi nor or* their s*t*ral LTad'iIu/ fays* She, 
very much above Them. In another Place, They are calftf 
the Mob, »*7£ **i*» Boughs in their Hat*, audxo 
Ideas in their Heads ; and juft afterwards Tltey are 
ftiled * Para/ $f ignorant Fellow, drunk withSodhds r 
Brandy, and old Beer,-— What a fine Cha»£ler hath 
*«r Jutborefi here drawn of the Country Gentlemen, 
Clergymen and iWf#& Freeholders ; and how exactly 
doth it agree with the late pathetick Addreffes to Thenv 
from the fame Quarter, in Favour of the Salt-Tax 
and the Excise } But of ail thefe candid Reflections on 
the Freeholders of Great-Britain, I wonder how Mrs^ 
Osborne came to think of charging Them with Want of 
Ideas ; fince She cannot forget that a certain old Gen- 
tlewoman of her Acquaintance lies under the fame Im- 
putation herfelf* and that her whole Stock of Ideas, 
upon the higheft Computation, never amounted toa- 
bove ttye Number fifteen ; though She hath had the Ad* 
vantage of enlightening her Mind in this learned Town* 
forieveral Years, and improving her natural Under /land- 
ing by Reading and general Conversation ? 
which have rendered Her, according to her own modeft 
Account, fo agreeable a Companion, 

Having thus proved the Incapacity of all People in the 
Country to judge of Politicks, She, draws the following 
Inference. T Tis no Wonder therefore that tfye gaping 
Country Fellows, whofe Minds are a meer Blank, or ab- 
iblute Vov&,Jbould greedily /wallow all the political Scan- 
dal retailed to Them by their Jacobite Leaders^/taw 
the Craftsman and other Papers.— This is an 
home Thruft upon Us, and hardly to be parry'd. I 
fhall only obferve, that fince Mn.Osborne hath difcover*d 
fuch an at /<; lute Vacuum in all rural Minds, it feems 
very aftoniiliing that They fhoutd not be as fufceptihfe 

of 
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pf thofe whekfome D*ftri«ef, which art fo ftfcfllarly 
eonvey'd to Them by m*n$erml jhtthtfity, as of the 
jNtf /iVW Scandal rrfmf 4 » Am «» tki Cra&faatt <wtf 
flA^f Prf**rx < ■ « ft* t to proceed. 

If the Smfetftbe People it to ba determined otity by 
jMh> ifiSmfe* according to Mrs. Gstenrfa identical Way 
of Reasoning, I am afmtd This will occafion new Dif- 
$ut£s? for though eterjr Man is apt to\y$ mfe in bit 
won Cmeiti very few arc fo m the Opinion of others s 
fo that i cannot fee* how this Print can be decided* 
without a general Scrutiny into the bittlk&stf the Na- 
tion ; which would, I dare fay, take up more Time the* 
even the York$ihrb Scrutihy nbff, and perhaps 
kav* us in the Dark at Uft. 

. Our grid Motbfr) indeed, hath pointed out a Me* 
thod* which would feon put an Sod to this Difpute, and 
may be pioperly call'd a jbort Way with the Male* 
con t ENTa ; for She hath not oaiy excluded all the 
Bumpkwly Country Gentlemm$ Clergy and Freebelders 
out of her Commonwealth, but likewife ail PapiftsiJ*- 
tobites, ftries, and- Whigs run mad ; That is* all Wbigh, 
who have not the Grace to discover and applaud, the ex- 
cellent Conduct of. her Patron fo that no Fedbaa 
ought to be allow'd as Judges in this Arrak, err to der 
termine the Serife of the People, but Plate-men* Penfi- 
oners, Hopers, and other . Dependents, of what Kind 
foever, on Men in Power. 

I muft confefs, This is new Do&rine to Me j for I 
always thought that the Word People comprehended 
every Individual in the whole* Kingdom, from the 
higheft to the lowed ; acd though the Wifdom of the 
Legifkture hath thougSt fit to* confine the Elcclionof 
Parliament-Men to the* Freebe&ers, Citizens and Bur- 
gejfesy for the Sake of Convenience and publick Quiet, 
I never apprehended that the Reft of the Nation was ex- 
cluded from all Concern about publick Affairs. There 
are\ Multitudes of People, who have very large Proper- 
tics in the Funds, or other Securities, which give Them 

Vox-. Xll. Z no 
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no Right to vote for any County, Citv or Borough ; 
fcut will Mrs. Oj^^pftfwiid mpythkr They have 
nothing to do in Matters of Governments or diat their 
Sentiments ought not -.-to be regarded? -Qgeen „£/«*- 
betb's Minifies was of atiothWCJpnicini^f we'ntajp give 
Credit to t h e Spe 3aUr r who-leU* w -aW lUJxodM 
Manner if Books and Ballads 
Kindfoever, and look great ft 
by /£« P*#& ; */** f«Wr* B 
well might, judge of their ) 
moft proper Way of ayfyq 
purpofes. 

Mr. Rapin feems to be of t 
old-fajbiorid Minifter ; for, in his Account of the l&ifett 
of Richard the 2d, He males thefoUdwing Ob£rvati6n, 
which I verily believe He did not intend for a I,ibel 

upon the prefent Times. ForfomeT&re, %sHe, 

five or six hundred Persons, who c6mpofe$ib'e 
Parliament, and some Hundreds of Magis- 
trates /* the Towns and Counties may feem to mate 
tbeBovY of The Nation, and 'the Rest bereciotfi 
as nothing ; hut the Time tomes* when every fingte Perfon 
muft be taken into the Account \ and then the Number 
$f Thoff, who are in Fbces, is infinite^ fmaJI, m Com* 
parifon to the Reft of the Nation. D. 
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N*4ip. Saturiuy, July 13, 1754. 



Shall now proceeed to fome Remarks 
on the courtly Mr. Walfingham, who 
hath likewife obliged us with two or 
. three papers on the late Elections t and 
the Senfe of the People. 
This modeft Gentleman feldom tafces 
his Pen in his Hand, without fbme preliminary Decla- 
ration of his great Candour and Humanity ; which have 
diicover'd themiclves fo evidently in all his Writing?, 
that it Teems almoft fuperfluous to put us in mind of 
them, Nor hath this Gooinefs of Heart flow'd out only 
towards Kings, Princes, and Minifiers of State, who 
have the Happinefs to be taken under his Protection j 
but hath likewife extended itfelf to Thole, who have had 
the Rafhnefs to incur his Difpleafure, by prefuming to 
cenfure, or oppofe the Conduft of his Patron. It would 
he ea fy to produce feveral Inftanccs of Noblemen, Privy- 
Ceunfellors, Members of Parliament, Lord Mayors, Al- 
dermen, Common-Council Men, and Others, who have 
experienced the utmoit Generality of Mind from Mr. 
Walfingham, even whilit He was employing the whole 
Force of his Genius in expofing their Defigns, and de- 
feating their Attempts. But it is quite unneceffary to give 
Myfelf, or the Publick, any Trouble of that Kind, or to 
repeat Things, which are fo freih in every Body's Me- 
mory. 

I am, indeed, Myfelf an unfortunate Exception to 
this general Rule, and having lately provoked Mr. 
Walfingham beyond all Patience, by explaining a Cha- 
racter in one of his Papers, which I apprehended to be 
drawn for his Patron ; nor hath He, indeed, denied it* 
Z 2 but 
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but i§ vpy pngjy ^vithMe/or finding Fault with an 
fcpfCffiqn pr fryo in that fine Piece of Fainting, where* 
%{tc:&tte GgHleman, whom He was drawing, Fa- 
ther of thi People, and Guardian of tke^ir 
HAi^^^^^Jit^^lLiUtty *<Jexprefs^riyX)pu 

Sufyeft, but have always Wen attributed to the £0- 
*r*jf *. Upon This, Mr. Wajfaban ftates the Cafe lit 
very difiecW Terms, and rhm charges Me with /^Zrrjp 
f#tyifogg*H Xxwtyfi* Egging in Jht Nam. j/MaHs- 
ry ^ Violate n. this import 'antOccafion. Now, fbi 
my Part, I -. cannot fee any Vi$levu m the Cafe. The. 
Remark waa obvious, and Immediately occurM to fevc- 
Til Gentlemen, who happened to take up his Paper ai 
tPell as Myfetf. But, for <Jodfakc, whjr Pbtt y-ioc- 
cinc Knavery* of all the E*prejfians in the World? 
There is fbmc Difcretion required even in the Choice of 
Epithets 1 and, mcthink?, fo judicious a Writer as Mr, 
Waljingbam fhould have run over hit whole Vocabulary,. 
en this important Qccaficn* rather than make ufc of one. 
ib improper ; for the Word Petty-Jigging hath the farnej 
Effeft out of his Mouth, as Mrs. Osborne's Want cf 

IiJEAS. 

Tht ycung Gentleman is ib much nettled at my Re* 
marks on this Part of his Paper, that He proceeds to 
vindicate Himfelf in the following Manner. 

" It hath ever been allow'd, in a popular Way of 
# < writing, tp fpeak of Patriots, wdpuMc* BentfaSors^ 
" as Fathers and Guardians of the People. 'Tfcras the 
" ixiutntfenatorial Appellation \ and jealous as Princes 
" are of Dignity, not one of the Roman Emperors ever 
" deny'd it to the Senate, but ufed it Themselves to the 
" Members of that venerable Body. 

It is certainly true that the Title of Fathers was al- 
ways gwen to the Roman Senate ; and that publick Bene- 
fa8or$ were frequendy diftinguiih 'd, in the fame Man-* 
ncr, with the Appellation of Patres Patriae, ox Fathers 
of their Country. But what is This to the Purpoie ? la 

there 
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there no Difference between a Commonwealth and a 
Monarchy, even a limited Monarchy? lam fure Mr. 
Walfingham and his Affbcrates were very fevere upon 
Me, fome Time ago, for calling our Government a &rr . 
0/* regal Commonwealth, and confirmed it into 
a Defign of overturning the Ccmftitution. I ftiuft )ike- 
wife put /W/ Gentleman in mind that there was not a 
more common Expreflion amongft the old Romans than 
the Maje/ly of the People ; and yet if I fhoald exprtfljp 
apply it to &&BritiJh People, or even by wayx>f Allufion 
only, I am confident that He would immediately re- 
new the Cry of Republicanism, and gravely undertake 
to prove that it was Gripping the King of the facred 
Robes of Majefty, and clapping them on the Back of the 
People, 

It is like wife true, as Mr. Walfingham obferves, that 
the Roman Emperors never denied the Appellation of Fa- 
thers to the Senate. But if He will give Himfelf the 
Trouble to corrfult Tacitus, Machiavel, or aJmofl any 
Writer upon the Reign of thofe Emperors, He will rind 
thatThey continued the &Mzfe irfelf for no other Reafon 
than to cheat the People out of their Liberty, and carry 
on their new-invented Tyranny under old Names. Propri- 
urn id Tiber 10 fuit, fays Tacitus, feeler a nuper reperta 
prifch verbis obtegere. Since it was therefore their Inte- 
reft to maintain the Form of a Senate, in order tofcreea 
and authorize their wicked Practices ; who can Wonder 
that They fhould likewife continue the old Appellation, 
- for the lame Purpofe ? It would have been too barefaced 
in the worft of thofe Monflers to iiave calPd the Senate 
a Parcel of Tools and Bubbles, as They really were. 
Nay, it is remarkable that Tiberius, as the fame Hiftori- 
an informs us, was fo cautious of difcovering his Defigns, 
and ftirring up Jealoufy, that He remfed the Title of 
father of his Country, though often prefs'd by the 
People to accept of it. Nomen Patris Patrije Tf- 
berius, a Populofepius ingeftum, repudiavit* 

£ 3 But 
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But a K*ng of Great Britain is, properly Ipeakirig, 
the Father of bis People, being intended as fuch by our 
Constitution ; and it being one of his moft endearing 
Appellations, We are often addrcfs'd in this Style from 
the Throne itfelf. I muft therefore leave the World 
to judge whether Mr. Waljinghatrts Application of it 
was not improper, at leaft ; and whether He might not 
as well have complimented his Patron with the Title 
of "Defender of the Faith. 

Thus much concerning our mini/serial Step-Father ; 
for I am ftill willing to give Him that Title, and fhall 
always pay Him the Duty, which belongs to it.* 
•Let us now proceed to nis Advocate's Obfervations on 
the late Ekelions and Senfe of the People. 

Mr. Walfingham fecms to prevaricate a little upon 
this Subject ; for in his late Satire again!! Popularity 9 
He plainly gave up the Senfe of the People, by acknow- 
ledging, without any Referve, that it is not the Lofs of 
a single Contest, which is to be cmfidefdas the 
real Grievance. The Example », faid He, is of a gene- 
ral Nature. But finding this Conceffion tum'd 
ftrongly againft Him, and having, perhaps, received a 
gentle Reprimand for it, He began to draw back again, 
and imitate his old Sifter Osborne, by diftinguiflung be- 
tween the Voice of the People and the Senfe of the People \ 
lie of which He cite popular Witchcraft and the Hai- 
fa of the Mob ; whereas He gives us to underhand that 
the other refides in the Head, and never breaks forth into 
any publick Manifeftations. He likewife concurs with 
the fame learned Lady in Opinion, that thefe Men of 
filent Senfe are all on the Court-Side, and from thence 
concludes that it is ridiculous for us to infill Qn the noify 
Voice of the People. In fhort, They have bandy 'd thefe 
plain Words backwards and forwards fb long, in order 
to recover the late Difgrace of their Patron, that I verily 
believe they don't know what They mean Themfelves 
by the Senfe of the People i unlcis it be the Senfe of 
People in Places. Vx 

■A* 
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As for the Counties md great trading Team* , which 
have proved very undutuol to our vtinifte rial Papa, 
They have nothing elfe to fey but that theft EJetTms 
have been carried by popular .Violent e, bad Fillets > and 
other illegal P radices. For this Reaibn, Mr. Waging- 
ham hath feconded hja Inveftives againft Popularity with 
a learned Apology for Weeding, and modeftly afnvresns 
that all the corrupt Influence at the late Elections, as 
well as /*A& Returns, will appear on the Country Side i 
which makes Them fo much afraid of any Enquiry. 

Now I will venture to affirm, as to the firft Part of 
this Charge, that there never was * general E&tlm in 
this Kingdom attended with lefs kitting than That, 
which is lately over. We have Scarcely heard of to much 
as a broken Head upon this Occafion, or of any At- 
tempts towards popular Violence ; though there was fuf- 
ficient Provocation given for it, on the Ceuri&de, in 
foveral Places; but the People happen'd to be apprised 
of their Defigns, and therefore very wifely reftrain'd 
Themfelves. 

As to Corruption and undue Influence •, it ftems very 
extraordinary that Thofe fhovdd be moil culpable in this 
Refpeft, who are leaft able to fupport the Expeoce s and 
that Thofe, who are fo liberally endow*d with Confi- 
dence and Credit, fhould keep their Fingers imirely un- 
deiiled. This will certainly be a Proof of great Self- 
Denial, and muft be allow'd fomewhat unufoai in Men 
of their Completion. But Mr. Walfingham feems to 
be aware that this Charge will not hold good, upon 
Enquiry, and therefore- endeavours to confound the 
natural, honeft Influence of Country Gentlemen, which 
hath never been call'd m Queftion, with that corrupt*, 
tniniflerial Influence, which hath occafion'd fo many 
Complaints, in all Ages, and is made punifhable by ib 
many Laws. Whatever Mr. Walfingham may appre- 
hend, there certainly is a very wide Difference between 
the ordinary Struggles of private Gentlemen againft each 
ether, (even fuppofing.fome undue Influence fliould be 

ufed,) 
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ufed,) and the corrupt Application of publiek Money ; 
for, in one Cafe, Gentlemen of the bell Eftajes and Inte- 
reft in their Country would be generally chofen ; bur, 
in the other, a Parcel of little Upftarts might be fent 
down* to browbeat and exclude the worthieft Families 
in the Kingdom. I take This to be one of the chief 
Reafons for laying fuch Reftraints upon Bribery in E- 
leclions ; becaufe if Money was allow'd to be fpent, up* 
on thefe Occafions, it would let Thofe into oar Cornells, 
who ought to nave nothing to do in them, and even 
give Them an Opportunity of chufing what Parliament 
They pleafe. .. This, I fay, hath always been efleenVd 
.the great Grievance, and what our Anceftors, as well 
as the prefent Generation, have taken fo much Pains to 
rcdiefs. 

As .to bad Pollers and falfe Returns, I heartily wilh 
that they may be aU fet afide, without any Regards 
Parties , or Per fins whatfoever 5 for I cannot agree with 
Mr. Walfingham that the bare Name of a Tory is a Effi- 
cient Reafon to thruft a Man out of his Seat in Parlir- 
roent ; or that even their Number ought to pais for a 
Proof of their/*//*, corrupt and illegal Elections. 

Upon the whole, I believe the Country Party have no 
Reafon to be afraid of a fair Enquiry, and defue nothing 
more than an impartial Determination of all their Dif- 
putes with the other Side. This may be juflly expec- 
ted from our prefent Representatives, notwithstanding 
Mr. Walfingham** Infinuations to the contrary ; .and if 
the Sense of Parliament, in other Refpedls, fhould 
appear on bis Side, as He feems to promife Himfelf, it 
will be a plain Sign that the Court does not want any 
new Acceffion of Power, to ilrcngthen its Hands againft 
the Country Intereft. 

Before I conclude, it is proper to lake fome Notice of 
thofe Complaints, which are perpetually thrown out a- 
gainfl us by Walfingham and Osborne, for letting up a 
Country Party, in Oppofition to the Court. My Art- 
fweri», thatitwas not originally (et up by Us> but by 

Ibofe,- 
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Wofe* whofe Conduit &r feveral Years paft made it ab- 
fplutcly necei&ry, — To This it is reply'd, that the Jn* 
tereft of Court and Country is the fame. I fay fb too ; 
But Minifters are apt to fee of another Opinion, and, 
when They have created the Difference, grow angry 

with theDiftinffbn. Laftly, it is added, that fuck 

Diftintiions tend to alienate the People's AffeBions 
from their Prince, and render Them meafy under his 
Government. There may, perhaps, be fomc Truth in 
This ; and I am ready to allow that it is a very wicked 
Thing to rob a good Prince of his flrongell Support. But 
if the beft King upon Earth ihould happen to be curled 
with a dtfpcrate minifter, who k driving every Thing 
to Ruin ; what is to be done ? Beudes, I mud put theft 
worthy Writers and their Patron in mind that there is 
another Practice as wicked as the former ; I mean alie- 
nating the Prince** 4feBion from his People, for 
whofe Good all Government was originally founded^- 
There is a very jufl Observation on this Subject in one 
of the Per/tan Letters, with which I /hall conclude.— 
It relates to the Death of Baron Gt>erts 4 Prime-Minifter 
to the late King tfSwden. 

" He was accufed, fays the Author, of a very high 
" Crime; namely calumniating the Nation, and cr eat- 
*' ing in the King a Dij/Uence of bis People ; an Of- 
" fence, in my Opinion, worthy of a thoufand Deaths. 
" For, in fhort, if it is an ill Action to blacken, in the 
" Mind of one's Prince, the lowest of bis Subjects, 
€t what is it to traduce a whole People, and rob 
" Them of the Goodwill of Him, whom Providence 
hath fet up to make Them happy ? D. , 



u 



Postscript. 

MY dear old Friend Mrs. Osborne, having try'd 
all Ways to prove that the Senfe *f the Nation, 
or the ekfiifig Part of it, ia on her bide, hath at laft 

turn'd 



d by Google 



*74 9U ClLAtTBHAN. N* 415k 

turn'd her Argument to the Elefted, and advanced 
fome Pofitions upon that Subject, which have furprizcd 
the whole Town. It would therefore be very inex- 
cufeable.in Me to let them pafs intirely unobferved. 

Thefe Pofitions are, that not only the Senfe of the 
People, but even /£/ Independency and Wealth 
of the Parliament are on the Cou r t-Si d e . 

In the firft Place, the good old Lady aflerts that there 
are near two Hundred of the Court-Members, 
(as They are calPd) who bavino Places, nor Court- 
Dependencies. 1 am glad to hear it with all 

my Heart ; for I will defy Her to prove that This was 
the Cafe of the loft Parliament ; and therefore it con- 
firms our Argument that the late EleeJions have done 
fome Service to the Nation. 'Betides', if Mrs. Osborne 
can prove her AiTertion, that there is fo large a Num- 
ber of Gentlemen, on whom her Patron depends, with- 
out any Influence of Places, or Court-Dependencies, I 
fhall be very far from giving Them up intirely as Court- 
Members, whatever They may be calPd. 

So far as to their Independency. She then pro- 
ceeds to their Wealth; and having given us a ge- 
neral Calculation of their Eftates, concludes that there 
is more Wealth in Mon ey and greater Eftates in La n d 
among the Gentlemen* who are chofen on the Cou rt 
Side, than there are among the Anti-Courtiers. 
What Motuy They may have, God only knows; for 
Money hath no Ear-Mark, and Is generally conceaTd. 
But I was quite (lartlcd to fee Madam Osborne claim 
the Superiority in Land; for, to confels the Truth, I 
was juft going to challenge Her on that very Account, 
and thought My felf able to prove, from a Computation, 
which I had made, that the Country Members 
had, at leaf}, double the Wealth in Landed Estates ; 
efpecially, if She would give me Leave to except Two 
or Three of her Acquaintance, who have lately 
fqueezed immenfe Treafures out of the Blood and Bow- 
els of the Kingdom. However, if She- includes- the 

m tm 
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two £#»^</ Court-Members, (as They are ca/NJ 
who bait ne? lac is , nor Court Dependencies,, in this 
Account, I will readily -give up the Point, and fay no 
more of it. . 

Her Laay/bip is pjealed to be very arch. upon Mei by 
Way ot Pvftfcript, and endeavours to prevent my treat- 
ing Her, for the future, in the feminine Gender 9 by an- 
ticipating my Anfvyer ; a Device, . which She feema to 
have borrowed from old J/aac Bicaerfiaff^ or the Specla - 
tor, who were Men of Humour, and wrote only in 
Jeft. But the Difpute between us is of a ferious Na- 
ture, and ought not to befported with. Did She ever 
pretend to deny, or does She dare, to deny, that She 
is actually an old Woman ? I defy Her to do it, 
and will appeal to all her Acquaintance. D. 




N°. 410. .Saturday, July ao, 1734. 



\Y Remarks on the Englijh EUBhm have 
been extended farther than I p:opofed at 
firft, or perhaps was neceflary, in order 
to fee what the minifterial Writers 
would fey to the Charge exhibited a- 
gainft their Patron, concerning the late 
Election of Peers in Scotland. About five Weeks 
ago, I gave the Publicka true Copy of the Protests 
enter'd by feverai- nobk Lords* upon that Occafion, 
with only two or three curfory Remarks, by Way of 
Explanation ; and.chofe to defer any farther Obferva- 
tions upon them, till the Court- Advocates had given 
us their Sentiments on fo important a Subject. But 
They have hitherto contented Themfelves with fome 
general Reflections on the Protefters % and feem to have 

induflriouily 
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mdufMofflry avoids any pii'ticukT Dtf^ittton of fft* 
Matter itftlf. The Day4atiomert in the Gsunant havey 
Meed, -obliged us with* 4evfera* Diflert&tkms'upflrt thi* - 
Subject ; but I did not imagine tboje Papers intended a* 
the Cue of the Party, aritf - wtfaf t*ery Wed 



Pee* inHtfces 
of feeing the Difcuffion of fo material a Poirtt uidef'- 
taken by the learned Madam Qstorhe, or the courdy 
Mr. Walfin^bam % to whofe Writings I Ihaft atotay* * 
fay the profoundeft Regard; adeeming frdnr Authority, 
and HMfet according f& Order. However, *$>&$* 
premier Advocates have thought fit to dedhne the Gon* 
teft, and perhaps They may think it a Plate 'too «ftw? 
to be touched, I wiH condescend fo far a* to take ibrtid 
Notice of what the minor Politicians have adrimcetf 
upon the Sf&/§fc' Ekftms and Prof efts. \ I ant the 
more inclined to do This, becaufe I have obferved that 
,«fce Pafrm offbeft ^Wftnr'&merifiitt cfcsftrto duo* 
'out his ftrft Hints in obfeure Papers, that He may aftn* 
wards have an Opportunity of juftifying, or difowning 
them, ae-He fees Goc*fion, This was ftertkularly tfit 
Cafe, in thofe ever-memorable Affairs of the Irish 
RecrVits, and the late Excise-Scheme, which 
received their firft Countenance in the Courant, and 
Were afterwards defended *t large, in more eminent 
Piper*, In flfert, I look uj*» fbis Ingenious CM of 
Statesmen as a Parcel of ratv, young. Barrijftrs, pick'd 
up by the Solligitor juft to open the Brief, and 
leave the* knotty Points of the Law to fenior Council^ 
who are intruded with the Nature of the Evidence, 
and the whole Merirs of the Caofe. The following 
Remarks muft therefore be very agreeafcie to theft 
Openers ; and will, I hope, put a Stop to thofe Seven-* 
ties, which I hat* formerly drawn upon Myfclf, by 
refilling to take any Notice of Them. 

I thought at firft that tbtfe Gentlemen intended to be 
waggifh, and turn the Subject into Ridicule, by under* 
taking to prove that the Protefts were not genuine ^ 
but by dwelling upon the fame Subje& through feveral 

-Papers, 
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Papers, and gravely calling upon the noble Urd$ to re- 
fcnt fuch an Injury to their Names, They appear to be 
in downright earneft, and would have the World be- 
lieve that theft Papers were only fpme of the ordinary 
Libels of oar Maleconttnts, under the folemn Form of 
Pntejhi though there wore* many authentick Copiel 
of the Minutes ofEleRion then in Town ; and a cer- 
tain Perfon is fince arrived from thofe Parts, who is 
fully able to convince Them that fuch hjiruments were 
actually entered and fign'd at Edinburgh by the nobU 
Lords, to whom they are afcribed. 

The firft* Argument to prove thefe Protefls fictitious 
ib, that the Perfins charged with making ufe of fuch 
undue Influence are not fpccifically mentioned, but only 
pointed out under the general Character of Minifters 
and People in Power. Now this Objection, as I appre- 
hend, will hold equally ftrong againft all our Englijk 
Protejls ; for I do not remember that I ever faw one, 
in which the Name of any Minijler was exprefly men- 
tioh'd ; though 1 have read many full of very plain and 
ftrong Allufions to Him. 

Another Reafon for fuppofing thefe Papers not to be 
genuine is, that they do not contain any particular and 
explicit Proofs of the undue Influence, with which fome 
Gentlemen ftand charged. This is a notable Argument 
truelyi and the Proteflers mull have been, as wife as 
thefe Writer s y or their Direftor, if They had thus fore- 
arm'd the Perfins accufed, and given Them an Oppor- 
tunity of defeating the Evidence by fome ingenious • 
Contrivance, for which Men in their Station and Cir- 
cumftances are feldom at a Lofs. 

But the beft Reafon of all comes laft ; for They add' 
that fuppofing the Charge could be proved, in its full 
Strength, the Matters alledged in the Protefts are not 
coHtrai-y toanyL/W, and therefore not criminal ; from 
whence ibis infer'd that the noble Lords, whofe Names 
are affix'd to them , could not be guilty of fo frivolous 
a Charge. — ■ — vl don't know what thefe Gentlemen ' 

Vol. XII. A a may 
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may intend by ikying that Corruption, in the ElecUon 
*>f Scotijb Peers, is not contrary to any Law. If They 
mean that it is not exprefly prohibited by any Statute-. 
Law, They may perhaps be in the Right ; but furely 
They cannot want to be inform'd that all Aftions in 
them/elves immoral, or what We call in Latin mala in 
fe % are contrary to the common Law of the Land', for 
it is an eftabliuvd Maxim, that the law batb a Remedy 
for every Evil, and that Want of Right and Want of 
Remedy are the fame 'Thing. Beiides, I apprehend 
that theClaufein the Bill of Rights, which provides 
that all Elections Jhall be free, includes a Condemna- 
tion of all undue Influence^ or Corruption ; for though 
the Union of the two Kingdoms happen'd iince i yet all 
the Laws of England being confirmed and recognized 
by the Aft of Union, unle6 in fome particular Points 
there fpecify'd, it is now become the general Law of . 
the united Kingdom . But there is HiH ibmething farther 
to be faid upon this Subject ; for fuppofing with thefe 
to or thy Writers \ that there is no exprefs Law now in 
being againft Corruption, in the Election of Scotijb Peers, 
it (hews at lead the Expediency of fuch a Law, or 
Refolution, as was moved for, the laft Seffion of Parlia- 
ment, by a noble Duke ; viz. that any Per/en, orPerjons, 
taking upon Him, or Them, to engage any Peers ^Scot- 
land by Threats, Promifc of Place or Penfion, or any 
Reward or Gratuity wbatfoever, from the Crown, t$ 
vote for any Peer, or Lift of Peers, to reprefent the 
Peerage 3/* Scotland in Parliament, is an high lnfult j>n 
the fujiice of the Crown, an Incroachment on the Free- 
dom of Elections, and highly injurious to ibe Honour of 
the Peerage. 

A' previous Qucflion was, indeed, put upon this Mo- 
tion, whether it fhould' be, then put, and it was re- 
folvcd in the Negative ; which was iuppoJbd to be 
owing, in a great Meaiurc, to the Ai guments of a 
learned Lord, vciy juilly advanced to the Head of the 
Law ; who observed that the Pra&ices# A defign'd ,to Jbe 

prevented 
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prevented by the foregoing Motion, being undoubtedly 
contrary to Law, the Motion itfelPwas needlefs. How- 
ever, many Peers had fuch particular Reafons for rein- 
forcing the Law, at that Juncture, that They thought 
fit to enter the Reafons of their Diffent, in the follow- 
ing Proteft, viz. 

1 . " Becaufe We apprehend that this Refolution, 
• f being only declaratory of undeniable Truth?, ought 
" not to have been avoided by a previous Queftion; fince 
€€ We fear the leaving it undetermined may tend to 
** encourage Practices dangerous to our Confutation in 
•* general, and to the Honour and Dignity of this 
" Houfe in particular. 

2. " Becaufe We think this Houfe cannot (hew too 
** ftrong an Abhorrence of Praclices, which, whether 
" they have been committed or not in former Electi- 
*' ons, are yet of fuch a Nature, as may poffibly be at- 
** tempted hereafter by a Minifter, who may find it 
*' neceflary to try all Methods to fecure a Majority in 
•* this Houfe, either to promote his future ambitious 
" Views, or to fcrecn his paft criminal Conduit. 

I fhall clofe my Obfervations on this Part of the Sub- 
ject with taking Notice that the Apology itfelf is a 
tacit Confeflion of Guilt ; for it does not contain any 
Denial of the Facl charged upon People in Power ; but 
an avow'd Juftification of it, as contrary to no Law, fup- 
pofing it to be true. 

The laft Courant I have feen upon this Subject if , 
fign'd R. Freeman, whom I take, by his Manner of 
writing, to be the feme great Genius, that diftinguilh'd 
itfelf laft Year under the Name of Car us. This notable 
Author feems to think He hath given a full Anfwer to 
the Proteft, concerning the Battalion under Arms during 
the Time of Election, by obferving that the Scots Pee- 
rage having always been remarkable for their Courage, 
and never more fo than at prefent, it is ridiculous to 
fuppofe that They fhould be over-awed by a Body of 
Men, who did not exceed the Number of Thcmfelve3 
A a 2 and 
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*nd their owa Servants. But as We have been tofcl 
from the fame Quarter that the Court-Lift caa-y'd their 
JJk&ion by almoittwo to one, and it is reafonableto 
fiippofe that They were enabled to appear with as 
good ail Equipage as the Others, there dees not feem to 
have been any Occaiion for calling in the militjtry Fewer 
to their AJMaiice. Befides, I mull acquaint ibk Gen- 
tleman with another Point, which may perhaps have 
efcaped his Knowledge ; I mean that the Legislature 
hath taken particular Care to -prevent any tumultuary, 
pr feditious Practices, upon thefe Occafions, by reftrain* 
ing any Scots Peer from coming to fuchiMeetings with 
any more than his ordinary Attendants. 

Having paid this Compliment to the Gentlemen- 
Pensioners in the Courant, 1 {hall conclude with feme 
general Observations on the fcmc Sabjeft. 

It appears, upon a View of the Protefti, that the 
' wble Lords, who figri'd them, -proceeded in a regular 
Manners for in the firft, commonly ca)Pd Duke Hamil- 
ton's Proteft, it is ict forth that He bad ftrong Grounds 
to believe that a Lift of fixteen Scots Peers bad been 
named by ^Minister, and fent down by bis Agent, 
in order (0 be cbojen by undue Influence. The Names 
of thefe ft Mem Peers are particularly mention'd beibre- 
jxand ; and it is added that if it pall appear, in tbe 
Courfe fif this Election \ that tbe Lift voted is, and both 
been, a Lift fo named by tbe Minister, and that un- 
due Means bave been ufed to induce tbe Peers, who are 
to vote at this Election, or any Number ofTbem, to vote 
for fucb Lift,fuch Eleclion jball be held as illegal, con* 
irary to tbe Freedom of Elections, and therefore void. 

The Reafbns for this Proteft are particularly con- 
£rm'd by the Declarations of two noble Lords, that fuch 
undue Influence bad been attempted on Vbemfelves ; and 
every individual Peer, mention'd in the fkid Proteft, 
being actually chofen, another Proteft was enter'd by 
the Duke of Queensberry, fetting forth tbat it appears 
from tbe feveraldrcumftances, which have preceded and 

attended 
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attended this Election, *&tf /&r £# £<*/& &*w ftimftf 
£j /&* Minister, andfent dowtrby bis Acbnt, f»to£- 
*#/ Regard to the real Opinion and Sentiments of the Peer*. 

It hath been obfervcd, indeed, that the Court-Lords 
have as much Right to aflbciate Themselves into a Lift, 
and fupport each other's In t ere ft as the Country- Lords. 
This is very tree ; nor does the Charge confift in any 
fuch voluntary Affociation, but -in the arbitrary Nomi- 
nation of the Minifter f and the undue Means employ'd 
to procure" the Election of bis Lift. 

It mud like wife be confefs'd that this Cbarge remain* 
fo be proved ; but if it fhould happen to be made good, 
and if any of the protefting Veers fhould be able to; 
name the Perfons, who attempted Them, as well as the 
particular Sums, or Employments, which They were of- 
fer'd 5 I hope it will not be deny*d that This is a very 
high Offence againft the Conftitution, and ought to be 
feverely punifh'd ; for if any Minifter ihould be allow'd 
to thruft Members into the Houfe of Lords by fuch 
Means, the Independency of Pari lament would be m- 
tirely loft ; and though I can never agree with Mr. 
Walfingbam in calling Him Fatber of tbeVz op lb, He 
might be properly enough ftyled Fatber of, tbeSzimrw. 

A Minifter , • "who gets fuch an Afcendency over the 
Legiflature, may fafely defy his Enemies, and laugh at 
all Accufations. It is juftlike a certain Prelate- 'j Me- 
thod of playing at Whisk, with the Liberty at confuta 
ing his Partner's Hand, and naming Trumps. * * 

I cannot conclude without obferving that wicked Mi$ 
nifters have generally been moft bold and undiiguifed in 
©ppreffing Scotland, as the weakeft Part of the Ifland i 
well knowing that a total Reduction of England would 
ibon follow ; but by the antient Spirit and Refolutibn of 
that brave People, They have often proved our Deliver 
rers, inflead of being made the Tnflruments of ourSJc- 
very. This was our Ca£, in the Reign of King Cbarles 
the lft i and in That of his Son Cbarles the zd, the 
profe£*d Defign f of the Court was toprocuxc theabfolute 
''" A a $. . Submiflic* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



aA% Zht Crafts** Am K^42i. 

Submiffion of Scotland to die Royal Power, fo that £#£- 
laui might be the more etffily managed. For this Pwr- 
pofe, the whole Power of Scotland was put into the 
Hands of Lauderdale \ wfeo, from being % rigid Presby- 
terian *&& a zeahus Covenanter, became one of the moft 
abje& Took of arbitrary Power, and a violent Perfccu- 
tor of his Party. We are told that He "had a general 
Knowledge of Languages and the Law, %ut nerrher 
true Wifdom, nor a Gram of common Honefty ; for He 
even promoted a Rebellion \n that Kingdom to juftify 
the Violences of his Adminiftrarion. The DukeLof 
Buckingham call'd Him a Man of a blundering Under* 
landing % and as to his integrity, WehavetheTefti- 
mony of King Charles himfetf; who being ask'd what 
&e thought of Lauderdalb, after fome Complaints 
aeamft Him had been heard in the Prhry-CouncH, an- 
iwe/d, that Ibey bad objeited many damn" 'd^brngs ,tobicb 
He bad done againfi *£* Country, but none agarnftYfe 
Service. *>• 



N° 411. Saturday, July ij, 1734. 



Te CALEB D'ANVERS, Efqi 

SIR, 

fcHerc is no Part of the Tranfa&ions in 

^ the EngHjb Hiftory more univerfally 

3 condemn'd than the Ufurpation and 

2 Tyranny of Cromwel. That the U- 

5 furpation was wicked is undeniable, and 

• as fuch" ought to be abhorrM by all juft 

Irfen- vet therels nothing in the Nature of Things, 

which hinders an Vjurfer from governing mildly, and 

fufferinghis illegal Power to be limned by wife and 

sood Reftraints. Cromwel, as to his Government, was 
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ftrie* and rigid l trot yet He conftnted to greater Li- 
mitations *of Power than ©very one would have expecV 
ed from Him; for by the Inftrtment of Government, 
made in 1653, which confti tilted Him Proteflor, He 
could not di&blve any Parliament once met till They 
had 'fete five Months % and fuch Bilk as flioald be pre- 
fented to Him by tfhe Parliament, if they fhould not 
. te confirmed by Him m twenty Days, were to pafs 
without Him into Laws. By the Aft, caU'd the bum- 
ble Petition and Advke, which was pafsM in the Year 
1657, He ^confented, among other Things, to thefe 
Reftricligns, viz. 

•• That He would call a Parliament once in a 2W 
" «t rartheft, to be legally chofcn by nfree E left ion. 

** That none fhould be added, or admitted to ^be 
•* of the Privy-Council, without Che Confent of the 
<* Reft of the Council, and who mould afterwards i be 
u approved of by both Houfes of Parliament. 

" That the Members of the Council ihould not be 
«* removed but by Confent of Parliament ; except 
u that, in thd Intervals of Parliament, a Member of 
u the Council might be fufpended from the Exercife of 
** his Place for juft Caufe. 

" That the ftunding Forces (tumid bediipofed of by 

* the chief Magifirate, with the Confent of both Hou* 
" fes of Parliament ; except in the Intervals ofParlia- 
v ment, by the chief Magtftrate, with the Advice of 
** the Council* 

", That the Chancellor, Keeper of the Great Seal, 
u Treafurer, or Commiilioner of Treafury, Admiral) 

* chief Governor of Ireland, theX?hancell©r and Cbm- 
** miffioner of. the Great Seal in Ireland, chief Juftices 
41 of both Benches, chief Baron in England aval Ire- 
** .land, Commander in ehief of the Forces in Scotland, 
«• and the Judges in Scotland Ihould be approved of 
u by both Houfes of Parliament. 

Arid by the explanatory Petition and Advice, pafs'd 
in (be fame Parliament, Part of the Oath, which every 

Member. 
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Member of Parliament was to take, tan in tfaefe Words ; 
«* that He would endeavour, as much as in Him ky r 
« c the PrefervatioA of the Rights and Liberties of the 
" Peopl*. 

Thefe Limitations, I fav, were more than could be 
expected from a Man, who had ufurp'd the fbvereiga 
Authority by fuch Means i and the punctual Obferva- 
tion of them would have made his Government to- 
lerable ;. but the Misfortune was, as it too often hap- 
pens, that when He had fecured Himfelf in the Pof- 
feflion of Power, He forgot the Conditions, upon which 
He had folemnly promifed to exercife it. 

There was another Regulation made in thole Times, 
as to the EleSions of Parliament, which our noble Hi- 
ftorian, the Lord Clarendon, kerns to approve. Take 
it in his own Words ; * " Though He, [L e.- Crom- 
** wel"] did not obierve the old Courfe, in fending 
" Writs out to all the little Boroughs throughout 
" England, which ufed to fend Burgefles, ( by which 
* ( Method lome jingle Counties fend more Members to - 
*' Parliament than^tf other Counties do) He thougiiD 
** He took a more equal Way by appointing more 
** Knights for every Shire to be cholen, and fewer Bun- 
*' l € Jf es > wbereby the Number of the whole was Je£ 
«' fen'd ; and yet the People, being left* to their own* 
•« Ehftion, it was not by Him thought an ill Tempe- 
" rament. and was generally look'd upon as an Alto* 
"ration ft to be more warrantable made, and in a» 
" better Time. \ 

Mr. Rflpin agrees with my Lord Clarendon in This > 
for He tells us that this Regulation, which was juft in. 
it/tif, met with a general Approbation ; and his TranJIa- 
tcr obierves, in a marginal Note, " that it would have 
«« been well for England, had this Regulation been. 
•* always kept to .; the little infignificant Boroughs be»-. 
«• ing omitted, and the Number of the Knights of the, 

" Shire 

* r$i. 3- f- 3* 6 - 
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" S&r* increased from Four to Twehe* according to 
" the Extent of the County. 

I have no other Defign in thefe<3u»tations than to 
ihew the Opinion of three MifferentWr iters, concern- 
ing the Senfe xf the People* and to amufe MyfelF in 
computing what the Share of each County would be in 
the Representative, did They fend Members in Pro- 
portion to their Wealth ; fince it is the Wealth, that 
feems to be the -Rule, by which Equality ought in 
Strittnefs to be regulated ; for to go by Extent ofCoun* 
try, or Quantity of Land, is no Rule at all. To go 
by Numbers of Inhabitants, has a better Pretence ; but- 
as Wealth will always be able to procure Hands, and 
all Sorts of Helps, it muft be allowMthat the Strength 
is in the rich Provinces, though they * were thinner of 
Inhabitants, which is feldom *he Cafe ; -amd the Strength 
of the reprefentatwe Body, if rightly ^roportion-d, muft 
be according to the Strength of the feveral Parts of the 
colkSlive Body. Upon this Notion, I have formed a 
Table^ one Column fhewing the Number of Member* 
each County does now fend to Parliament ; another Co- 
lumn ihewing the Number each County would find, if 
They -font in Proration to the Land-Tax They pay j but 
as the Land-Tax k very unequal, foTt -Proportion form'd 
by that Rule would ftill be unequal? -for -which Rea- 
fon, i have formM a third Column,' moderating the 
Difference between the other two, notmeerly by {yue^s, 
but by a Rule, that certainty abates the Error in every 
Inftance ; but, for Want of a true Rental of England, 
it is impoffible to make it exaft ; «ror is a ftri&ExacV 
nefs of Importance* 
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*fbe Nantes ^ e Num- The Nam- The Num- 

OJ the COUU- County Proportion a modern- 

now to the ted Efii- 

•ttes. j en ^ i% Land- mate. 

Tax. 

Northumberland — 8 3^ 6 

Nottinghamfhire — fr 7 7 

Oxfordmire. 9 10 9 

County of Rutland— 2 2 J ,3 

Shroplhire 12 7i 9 

Somcrfetfture 18 r8J 18 

Staflbrdflrire • • 10 ' 7 9 

Suffolk 16 19 18 

Surrey 14 l6 i 1 S 

Suflex — 28 151: 18 

Warwickfhire 6 10 9 

Worcefterfhire 9 8| 9 

Wiltfhire 34 "3* H 

Weftmorland 4 1 3 

Yorklhire 3° 24* 27 

Wales — 24 18 23 



5*3 5*3 

From this Computation it appears how very une- 
qually the Election of Members to ferve the Commons 
in Parliament is, at pre fen t, pioportion'd to the Wealth 
of different Counties, and the Taxes They pay. But to 
prevent all captious Exceptions and little Cavils, I 
muft repeat my Declaration that I have no other View 
in this Letter than to evince the Reafonableueis of your 
late Diftin&ion between the Members for tbofe 
little Borcughs, which Bifhop Burnet calls the 
rotten Part of our Constitution, and the 
Knights op the Shires, or Reprefentatives of 

great 
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great trading Towns; for though I may be 
allowM to agree with Lord Clarendon, Mr\ Rafin 
and other Writers, in wiihing that fom« Regulation 
of thU Kind had been continued at the Rejhration, or 
renew'd at the Revolution, when the People we*e un- 
der a Neceflity of referring to the firft Principles of 
Government, and had a Right to the Redrefs of all 
their Grievances ; I fay, though VVc may be allowed 
to wifh This, I am very fer from designing to pro- 
pofe any fuch Alteration at preiejit,. when, the Powcd 
of the People is not in their own Hands; and the very 
Attempt might give our Enemies, an Advantage over 
us. It would now be call'd a Deiign to remove Foun- 
dations, to fubvert the Conftitutipn t and introduce a- 
new form of Government \ as We have lately feea in 
fome other Attempts, of the fame Kind, to fecure the* 
Freedom and Independency of Parliament, both within 
Doors and without. 

Having already mention'd Mr. Rapin, I /hall con- 
clude with one of .his Reflections on our Englijb Par* 
liaments, which is not only juft in itfelf, but con- 
firms your Obfervafions on the lame Subject. 

" The Parliament, according to the natural Meaning 
«« of the Word, is the Reprefentatwe of the Nation: 
«• The Decifions and Laws made there are fuppofed 
«' to be conformable to the Sentiments of the Nation 
" in general. The Refpeft. Veneration and Attach- 
" ment, which the Englift have for Parliaments, are 
" therefore^ eafily accounted for % when it is confi- 
*' der'd that in fupporting them, They maintain their 
** own Liberty. But This fuppofes a Parliament in the 
•' Way, which the Conftitution requires, compofedof 
*f the King, who is the Head, and the two Houfes 
" of Lords and Commons, with the intire Libert* 
*« to These Last of electing their own Members. A 
" Parliament thus composed may truely be 
" call'd the Nation's Representative. R. D. 

SATURDAY, 
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N°422. Saturday, Juguft 3, 1734. 



My late Paper on thcSconsH Elections hath 
raised a Neft of minifterial Hornets abeut my Ears ; but 
being apprehenlive that They will ft ill fwarm in greater 
Muftitudes, I am relblved to buffet their whole Fury at 
once ; and in the mean Time will prefent the Publick 
with a Letter from one of my Correfpondents upon % ' 
very low, but perhaps not the mod unentertaining 
Subjeft. 

O / vera Phrygiae, nee enim Phryges. 

ft CALEB D'ANVERS, Efo; 

Mr. D'A nvers, 

it^BIUBSgOU concluded your Paper of the 6th In- 
V&ESKJflf ftant very properly with an Affertion, 
HByHw or (bmething very like it, that Mrs. 
w BjT w na Osborne is actually an old Woman, 
S R B B ffl B ^d defy'd Her to deny it j which at 
" IWi J** length brings the only Queftion, that in 
Reality ever fubfifted between You, to a fhort and fair 
Iflue. 

As Politicks are not within the Defign of this Letter, 
but the only Point to be confider'd '^whether the Wtiter 
of /£* London Journal, eommonly eaIN Francis 
Osborne, be really an old Woman ornot, I mail 
beg Leave to offer a few Obfervations fingly upon that 
Head. 

Vol, XII. B b lam 
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I tm fenfible that This may be thought a needled 
Task, the Publick having long /ince determined tlie 
■Queflion againft Her, and She herfelf not daring to ac- 
cept your Challenge ; nay, She hath even given up the 
Point, by concluding her laft Paper with theie remark- 
able Words, fo prephefiewld Mother Osborne. Hates 
tonfittntem Ream. This puts Me in mind of two learned 
TTreatifes, which I read with great Pleafure, when I 
<was a little Boy ; namely Mother Shiptom's Prophe- 
cies, and old Mother Bu n ch's Clofit broke open. But as 
Mrs. 'Osborne feems to part with he> Pretences to Ifiri- 
Mty in a fneering Manner, and hath employ'd fome of 
her Agents to contradict it in private Whifpers about 
Town, (which is certainly very much unlike a Gentle- 
man) I think it neceflkry to detect fo arrant an Im- 
jpoftor, and expofe Her fully to the World. 

That I may execute this Defign with all poflible Bre- 
vity and Perfpicuity, I fhall point out fome Marks of 
Anility, which may be eafily found in her Works j and 
as they evince- the Fairnefs of the Queftion, fo they 
will enable us to conclude from hex pub lick what are her 
private Parts. 

In the firft Place, She hath long been fajneus for tel- 
ling the fame difmal Story every Saturday, with great 
Heavinefs of Heart, and without any Variation ; which 
hath the fame Effect upon her Readers as an old Nurf?s 
Lullaby, and rocks Them aa regularly afleep. I have 
fcen a whole Coftee-houfe yawning over one of her Pa- 
pers, and taking a comfortable Morning Nap together. 

As She hath not Difcernment enough to perceive that 
She is treated with Contempt, your Condefcenfion in de- 
tecting her Abfurdities inhance her Pride, and whilft 
You only intend a gentle Rebuke,She efteems it a Proof 
of her Merit ; upon which She raifes her Language to 4 
xnoft pathetical Bombaft, and talks of her Importance % 
meerly becaufe You had been at the Pains to fhew that 
:§he was really oinone. 

Sh* 
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She knows little of the World, and lefs of her il#*= 
ftefs Defigns ; yet hath work'd Herfelf up to fuch aft 
enthufiaftick Opinion of his Virtues and Abilities, that 
She not only after ts all his Meafures to be right , but^un-r 
dertakes to prove it impoflible for Him to do any Thing 
torong. 

Notwithftanding her Credulity, She is very fond of* 
what She calls Reajoning ; That is, a Sort of argumen- 
tative Cant, or EfFunon of Words without any Mean- - 
irig, which is applicable to the Publick, or the State of" 
the Cafe. 

She is very pontive, pievifh, vindictive, and fopplies 
the Barrennefs of her Invention with much Garrulity,. 
which increafes with her Errors ', and Thofe multiply 
upon Her by Ofpofition. 

All her Admonitions, of which She is very liberal, , 
are of a Kind peculiar to Thofe, whofe Ignorance is 
brought to Maturity by Age ; which She efteems an un- 
deniable Title to inftrucl, and in her Apprehenfion lays 
the Publick under the fame Obligation to regard, as it 
does Herfelf to preach her Lectures. 

She tells the People, (whofe Frowardnefs gives Her 
much Affliction) what dreadful Confequences muft fol- 
low their continuing in a State of Difobedience to their 
political Father ; warns Them to fly from the Wrath 
to come ; exhorts Them to be good ; and amires Them 
it fhall be better for Them, if They will but believe in 
Him, as She does ; for my Devotions, ikys She, are dedi- 
cated folely to their Ufe ; / love the People »f England, 
though They are fo ungrateful as to hate my honour'd 
Mafter. 

Like moft antiquated Gojips, She is €xceffively fond 
cfPraife, which always fets her Clack a-going with 
irefh Vigour, like oiling an old Jack ; and whenever it 
4iath been flightry acknowledged that, in her tailing 
Career, She hath fometimes happened to hit upon7r«/i>, 
She hath fo little Difcretion as to attribute it to Defign, 
and in pare Strains of ; Folly talks Herfelf quite out of 
B b 2 Breath f 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



5^a The Craftsman. N q 4aa 

Breath, and the Publick out of Patience, in Support of 
her Wifdom. 

But if her Under ft anding isdifputed, and her Age is 
not admitted to put it out ofQaeftion, She is commonly 
very outrageous, lifts up her Hands, and wonders at the 
Obftinacy of young People, 

In one Particular, I muft confefe, She is fomewhat un- 
like moft Perfons in her Years, by preferring the prefetit 
Times to the paft, and maintaining that no Age was ever 
blefs'd with fo much publick Virtue as That, in which 
We have the Happinefs to live.— But this evidently 
proceeds from the Violence of her Pamon for her dear 
M after, which puts Her out of Humour with every 
Thing, that does not come immediately from Him, and 
often throws Her into very indecent Emotions. This 
is natural to teople in her Condition, who are apt to dis- 
cover the Fullnds of their Hearts by a Rhaplbdy of filly 
fond Things, without any determinate Meaning, or Co- 
herence, according to that celebrated Obfervation of the 
Poet; 

Jnd Nonfenfe 4 /fo//& Eloquence in Love. 

Thefe Inuances, to which I could add feveral others 
of the like Nature, are fufficient to my preient Purpoip, 
being the peculiar Characterifticks of feminine Dotage ; 
but the Productions, from whence I have extracted thefe 
Criterion, are fo litde read, or known, that it may be 
expected from Me to fupporteachof them by a particu- 
lar Reference, This Objection I fbrelaw, and endca- 
vour'd to remove it, by fearching very diligently for a 
Collection of Mrs. Osborne** Writings ; but not having 
the Honour to be acquainted with any Poftmafter, or 
Excijimax, my Labour proved in vain; for very few 
Cojfee-houfts take them in, and where They are obliged 
to do it, I was informed that they are conftantly torn, 
off the Book, upon all preffing Occafions, and apply'd 
to a private Ufe r fo that I hope to be exempted from 

tin? 
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the infuperable Difficulty of converting them, as I pro- 
pofed, to z pub lick Benefit. 

Having always profefs'd a very great Regard for the 
Ladies, even in grey Hairs, I hope nobody will be fo 
difingenuous as to charge Me with offering an Indignity 
to the whole Sex, through the weak Sides of Mrs. Of 
borne ; for I can lay my Hand upon my Heart, and de- 
clare with the greateft Truth that fucb a Defign is as far 
removed from my Thoughts, as She would have been 
upon any Occafion, except the prefent. The foregoing 
Defcription mull therefore be confined to thole old Wo- 
men only, the conftituent Parts of whofe Characters are 
made up of Folly *nd Affcffatioti. Now, if one of this 
Caft mould take it into her Head, either through Do- 
tage or Love of Money, to extend her natural Privilege 
of preaching domeftick Letlures to publick Affairs, She 
would certainly do it fo much in the fame Strain with 
€ur Authortfs, that from thence alone her CharaBer, as 
well as her Sex and Age, might be juftly determined. 

I remember a female Rhetorician of this Kind, fome 
Years ago, who held forth every Sunday Evening at 
Dick's Coffee-houfe, and always drew a numerous Au- 
dience round Her by her abftrafted Reafoning, and Sub- 
limity qfDifiion. You will immediately perceive, Mr. 
D'Anvers, that I mean the learned Mrs. Byfield, com- 
monly call'd Doctor Byfie/d, who had a good deal more 
Spirit, and volatile Salt in her Conftitution than Mrs. 
Osborne, but refembled Her fo nearly in every other Re- 
fpedl, that I could not pafs Her by without fome No- 
tice, in a Diflertation upon this Subject. 

Thus have We proved Mrs. Osborne'/ Anility by Cc- 
veral Marks, which are peculiarly applicable to an old 
Woman only ; but I have not yet done with Her ; fori 
am fo well aware of her cavilling Temper, that I am 
refolved to put an End to this Difpute, if poffible, be- 
Fore I conclude ; and being aware of fome Evidences, 
which She defigns to produce of her Virility y I fhall 
founder diem in Form, and doubt not to" make h ap- 
B b 3 pear 
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fear that they will all turn flrongly again!* Her, when 
impartially examined. 

In the Aril Place, a Barber is ready to make Oath, as 
1 am inform'd, that He hath fhaved Her for feveral 
Years. — But He is fuch a lying, impudent Fellow, that 
his Teftimony ought not to be taken in a Point of fuch 
Importance. Befides, fuppofing the Fatt to be true, it 
is no Proof of the Point in Queftion; for I have fecn 
many an old Woman with a Beard; and every Body- 
knows that it is the Fafhion in Italy, as well as feveral 
other Parts of the World, for the Ladies to pave. 

It may be farther urged in her Defence that She wears 
Breeches, not in a figurative Senie, like feveral notable 
Dames about Town, but according to the ltricl and lite- 
ral Meaning of thofe Words. I grant This likewife ; and 
fo did that famous Amazon, Mrs. Sarah Ross, who 
ferved her Country with great Gallantry for feveral 
Years, as a Dragoon, and now enjoys a PenJion from the 
Government upon that Account. But She had the Mo- 
defly to retreat into Petticoats, as foon as her Sex was dif- 
cover'd by an unlucky Shot, and at prefent makes no 
Scruple to own Herfelf an old Woman.— -How different 
from This is the Cafe of Mrs. Osborne, who having 
difguifed Herfelf in Marts Attire, and cully 'd her Pa* 
tron out of an Employment, which She knew to be un- 
tenable by one of her Sex, obtain'd Leave to fell it, and 
yet hath the Confidence to appear in the fame Habit, 
even at Noonday ? This is a Point directly in Proof 
againft Her, and from which She can never get off. 

. There was juftfuch another female Impoftor y about 
feven or eight Years ago, who having trufs'd Herfelf up 
in Breeches, was admitted as a Drawer in a noted Ta- 
vern near Temple-Bar, and continued in that Station for 
a confiderable Time. Nay, She had the Impudence 
to perfift in her Manhood, after the whole Neighbour- 
hood was convinced of the contrary, and would never 
S've it up, till She was brought to Bed of a thumping 
ixl i but then She too threw off the Difguife, and hath 

fincc 
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(race folk) w'd the proper Occupation of a Wajbertooman. 
Befides, She was a bold, young Huffy, and might pro- 
bably be tempted by the Force of fome Amour to trans- 
form Herfelf m this Manner, which I am told was the 
Cafe of Mrs. Rofs ; but what was fomewhat ezcufable 
in young Wencies is quite abominable in fuch an old 
Creature as Mother Osborne, and deferves the fevered 
Refentment of /£* whole fair Sex. 

Since I have mentioned this/*/*/, young Baggage, who 
perfbnated a Man, and was foon after delivered of a 
Daughter ; I mult do Mrs. Osborne the Juftice to ac- 
knowledge that I never heard Her charged with having 
had any other Iflue than Thofe of her Head; nor, in- 
deed, is This any Thing to the Purpofe ; for if She could 
produce a whole Race of Children in real FJelh and 
Blood, the main Queftion would Hill be, whether She 
was the Father, or xh£ Mother of Them.- But to 
proceed. 

Some of Mrs. Osborne** Friends, finding it impoffible 
to maintain her Claim of Virility, have Recourfe to ano- 
ther Method, and confeffing that She was originally a 
Woman, pretend that She underwent a Transformation 
of Sexes in the memorable Year 1722, by the Con- 
junction of * Jupiter, Mars and Saturn, which akrm'd 
the whole Kingdom, in a moil extraordinary Manner, 
but This is a meer Fallacy ; for though I am ready to 
allow that She never appear'd in Town as a Man before 
that Time, it hath been already proved that She hath 
committed feveral Overt-a&s of Muliebrity fince. 

Others again, more fagacious than the reft, endeavour 
to prove Her a Creature of the Epicene Gender, like Ho- 
mo in Latin, which fignines both a Man and a Woman, 
or what We call an Hermaphrodite. I confefs This is a 
very nice Diftindtion, and cannot be folly decided with- 
out an Injpeelion, or what the Civilians vaM a Congre/s ; 
but, for my Part, I am very clear in the Cafe ; for 

L * See Pope 4*/ Swift'/ Mifiel/anies, vol. 3 ./. 8c. 

though 
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though her female Parts are vifible enough, I will defy 
theje Gentlemen to mew Me any Tiling manly in her 
Competition, or that difcovers the leaft Mark of a mafcu- 
line Spirit. However, is This is infinitely the beft Plea 
in her Defence, I would advife Her to ftick by it, and 
not pretend to jump at once into Manhood, like Mon- 
taigne* t Girl) but take her Degrees" regularly and with, 
great Caution ; for She knows very well that Nature 
cannot exert itfelf fb ftrongly in old Age, as in the Vi- 
gour of Youth, 

In the mean Time, I muft infill upon it that She 
fhould fpell her Chriftian Name Frances, as She received 
it at her Baptifm, inftead'of Francis, and not endeavour 
to impofe one Name upon us for the other, becaufe there 
happens to be but a Jingle Letter different between them. 
I mall only add that if She perfifts in fuch mean Preva- 
rication, or makes any Attempt to turn fo ferious a Point 
into Ridicule, I fhall be obliged to produce a Certificate 
from thtPariJh Regifter againft Her, and give the Pub- 
lick a more circumftantial Account when, and upon 
what Occafkm, She metamorphofed Herfelf in this 
Manner. But I hope She will take this gentle Rebuke 
in good Part, and not give Me, or You, any farther 
Trouble upon this Head. C. D. 

I am yours, kc* 
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of Loyalty to Minifters, 172— His Advice to «r> 
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Exclufion (Bill of) by what defeated, 38 — 66. 
F. 

FRee-Briton (the Pager fo calTd) fome Remarks 
on his Inve&ive againft Popularity, 241. 
G 

GOERTS (Baron) what was his great Crime, 
273. - 
Government ; a Diftinclion between Tha fand Cortftitu- 
tion 9 100 — The Difference between free and ar- 
bitrary GmtemmtMts, 123. 

Hallifax 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The INDEX* 

H. 

HAllifax (Marquifs of) his Arguments againft 
keeping up Partus, 141. 
Hamilton (Duke of) his Proteft at the late Ekftm 

of fixteen Piers for Scotland, 251. 
Henry ( the 7 th, King of England) fome Remarks on 
L the Statute in his Reign, concerning a King demure 
and a King de Faclo, 83. 

JTAcobitifm ; the Cry of it ridiculous at prefent, 174. 
I James (the ift, King of England) the chief 
Author of all our Party Divjfions, 12 -—Some Re- 
marks on the Statute in his Reign, concerning he- 
reditary Right, 89. 
James (the 2d, King of England) his Character and 
Conduit, 70 — Some Remarks on his Abdication, 

*■ 



IT Atiderdale (Duke of) fome Account of his tyran- 
P j nical Conduct in Scotland, j$ — 282. 
Letters; from Caleb jyAnvers, Efq; to the Author of 

a Letter to the Craft/men, 127 To Mr. J?An- 

vers from an anonymous Hand, concerning the pre- 
' fent War, and the Coalition of Parties, 138 — To 
the fame, with a Speech made in the Houfe of Com- 
mons againft the Number of Place-men there; 145 
— From Septennius to the fame, in Defence of long 
Parliaments, 160 — From an anonymous Hand to 
,the fame, with a Dijfertation upon Screens, 167 — 
To the fame, upon Bribery and Corruption, 195 — 
To the fame, containing Annals of the prefent Admi- 
\ nift ration, a 66 — From T. H, to the Freemen of the 
City of Canterbury, againft the late M of Parlia- 
ment, for preventing Bribery and Corruption in E- 
leclions x 213 —From an unknown Hand to Mr. 
D*Anvers, with an Account of the Character and 
Conduct of Cardinal Ximenes, 255 —To the feme, 
with fome Account of CromwePs Government, 282 
— To the fame, proving Mrs. Osborne to be an old 
Woman $ by feveral indifputable Fads and Arguments, 
289. 

Liberty \ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ffc.INDEX. 

Liberty; the moft effectual Way of deftroying it, 227. 
Loyalty ( to Mini/ten ) the Doctrine of it condemn'd, 
172. M. 

MAgna Chart a ; the antient Right of the People 
to fend Deputies to Parliament aflerted from 
., thence, 1B4. 

Minifters ; their Methods of corrupting and dividing 
the People, 2 — An Euiogium on our prefent Mini- 
. fters, 42 — A fhort Chara&cr of a weak and pro- 
fiigate Minifter, 59 — The Neceffity of his having a 
Screen, . 1 70 — How much it is nis Intereft to en- 
courage Parties, 178— The Annals of the prefent 
Minifter, 206 ——The Character of a bad one, 230 
, — Mr. Waljtngbanis Panegyrick ^pn a great, and 
. good Minifter, 243. 
Monmouth (Duke of ) afpires to the Crown, 5 1 . 

N. 
XT^tf ; feme Account of that illuflrious Family, 

Ityr-Rejiftance ; renounced on both Sides at the Revo- 
lution, 75. O. 

OBedience (pafjtve) renounced on both Sides at 
. the Revolution* 75. 
Orange, ( Prince of ) an Eflay upon his Marriage with 

the Princefc Royal of Great Britain > 174. 
OJborne ( Mrs. } ibme Remarb on her late Writings, 
concerning the antient and modern Conftitution, 180 
' — — Her Obfervations on the late Elections exa- 
mined, 248 — 2(53—273 — Proved to be an old Wo- 
man, by feveral indifputabTe Fads and Arguments, 289. 

: ' . • p. 

\^Ar)iaments ; an Apology for the Penfioner-Parlia- 

Jf menty 27 — 35 — : For what Rcafons it was diflbl- 
ved, 46 -r-* How the Elections of Members of Par- 

, . liament were influenced, in . the Reign of Charles 
the 2d, 58 — The Corruption of Parliaments the 
nioft effectual Method to deltroy Liberty, 107 " > 
The 'Right of the People to frequent Elections of 
Parliaments aiTerted, 111 How managed by 

King Charles the ,2d, 1 14 — The great Advance 
'otjhcrt Parliaments and frequent elections, 153, - h 

Yo*. XII. Cc '* -&> 
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SVfc^av's Arguments m ?>&act <£t<m£?arHsmtirtr, 
160 — The antient Right of the Pcopk pocfed De- 
puties to ParSamWiffetod, i &f.-»~~ A ffiort Ac-, 
count of the raoft lemarkabk Proceeding*. of ih*4tf* 
Portamento 198. • :v . 

P*r#*j {Diffirtatm\ufon) t> {^"a. la what* £tar- 
/ry /**rfy properly conflfts* 40 — — How it war 
diffolredin the Reign of Charley the a<kc;i -**— 
Retired at the Revelnfhn^:y$ ~~— Divided again 
into pie nominal JRunes of Whig ind fir>, JJ© *~ 
The fcveral fatties of tbofc Tunes inafyfed, Si — 

•' And of the prefent Times, 97 -—A, Coantry Party 
not dangerous to the Cenflitntte*, iif . 

JN*//> ( of Macedan ) rebukes his Son Alexander, for 
attempting to bribe the People; J95 ■ 1 Some Ac- 
count of his own $ondu&, 196. 

Place-men ; Reafons for limiting the Number of Thenx 
in the Houfe of Commons, 145 . 

Plot {Pofijb) fbme Account of the Profecutions «pon> 

**» 37- 

Plot ^Proteftant) fbme Remarks unon it, 56. 

Popery, how it prevailed in the Reign of Charles tha) 
2/ 20 — —How the People are alarm'd with it 
at prefent to ferve a Porpofe, 144. 

Popularity* fome Remarks on Mr. WdlfivgbanCs Inr 
ve£Uve againft it, styr. 

Pretender; all Apprehcnfions of H?nV at prefent ridi- 
culous, 174. 

Protefts (at the latt Elegit* of fifteen Peers for Scot- „ 
/**/) of the Earl of Stair, 25O ■ ■ ■ Of the Duke 

of Hamilton, 251 Of the Lord Elphinftone, 25 a 

of the Duke of Quetnsberry, 253 — Some Re- 
marks upon them, in Anfwer to the Co or ant, 275* 

f*\Ueensberry ( Duke of J his Proteft at the late 
\qJ EleBim o\ fixteen Peer\ hi Scotland, 253. 
QuFWarranto ; fbme Account bf the Proceedings up- 
on it, in the iteign of Charles the 2d, c8, 
R. 

REcogmtion [the Jit of) fbme Remarks upon it, 
«9- 

Rrjferation 
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Ra/hrMm («f JO»g «*&/ Art&V the Indices 

of the Peapk si that'Time, ^.^-wTlfey fobn fcrow. 

4iffatisieA wkfe «d* €*** |? *n^!nfeX3rirfes*f rVsj . 
Revemi*, \fttUkl)> did gr«tt AkcAtbn made in it 

fine© this RewAtfm, 117. 
JUvclut»*% m new Magna Chtta, 9 — The De- 
; fig* of 44 : 7$ ■ 1 fS o nfc Atscomrt 0*^ Settlement 

made upoa it* 76^**^ fl^—— $r ii— * -^he Ends 
.1 rfitiiiot yetwnpteMcdi \<g6*~fc- tb$—^ 155. 
Ruba*d,{ife ^Kmrof J^/wfc/Vho^Hc inffuen* 

Rjgkt. ^bmdkhyf^tfSitted UKkr tiit Rtortthio*, 76 
'■■ The«AMu*rfrf cf H; # ■■ ■ ■■ « ■ firrfher ex- 

Rekrt/kft+YthO, ttdl ' . 

Jt^/J (Mrs. Sarah) feme Acctottht of to military Ex- 
•pfaft^) 2941 • •- -'^ ••'- • •' 

: S. ■ ' • ' '' * 

Qft/An/s^uae R«n*rfeon the taUEhttions there, 

&to»s ; a % thferfatfpn upon rJiefrt, 1 67. 

$eftenti»n hv^Leserb Mr: p y Anvers 9 in Defence of 

Southampton (Earl' of) hisfcoiieft GmirfacVat the Jfc/ 
terrain, ;*$ -1* A? firth* MRyMrl^tm Him, 25. 

£//*£ ( in the Jfcgfc #/ Comnkns) kgafnft the Nun>. 
torf )PJfr***r Adkc, 14$: '■••'•• - s ::i • 

$/**> (Earl of) his Proteft at the /tfft %{UHw ofjfx* 

' n: ' > . .- >*. TV "-* ' : ' ' 

TBtHtrfrfantieitt) feme MifUkes about them rec- 
tified, 183. 
ftrfo ; hdw different from what They were formerly, 

4 — A fhort Hiftory of Torifm, 1 1 The Birth 

of it, 35.-— — Mifrcprelented by their Enemies, 50 
■ ■ ■ Their J<aIou{ies of the Whigs, on Account of 
the Duke of Monmouth y 52 ■ ' ■ ■■ The worft Part 
oftheir Conduct, 60 — When that Party realJy ex- 
pired, 69 — Join'd* in the Revolution, 73 — Had 
no longer any Pretence of fearing the DeHgns of 

the 
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. iht Wbigs t 80— Give the Wbfgs an Advantage 

over Them, 86. . : 
Truth} the Prevalence of it, 33 ——88. 
•U. 

UTreeht (the Treaty of) fome Remarks upon it, 
137. 
Virtue ( public k ) the dangerous Gonfequences of laugh- 
ing it out of Countenance, 227. 

• W. 

yC%JT Aljingham {Francis, Efq;) fome Remarks upon 
y/\j his Notion of\)ur ConJIituthm, 179 Up-, 

onhislnvecliveagainft Popularity, 24* On 

his Writings concerning the late Ektfisns, 267. 

War (theprefent one) to what owing, 135. 

Wet ding (the Houft of Commons ) fome Account of that 

" Practice, 225. 

Whigs ; how diiFerent from what They were formerly, 
4 — A fhort Hiiloryof ]WhiggiJm r :: ii— TheBirtK 

* of it, 35 —The wrong Conduct of the &Jng Party* 
in the Reign, of Charles the 2d, 44 .— — Mjftepre- 

> fented by. their Enemies^ 50 . — The worft Pair 
of their Conduft, 61.— When that Party really ex- 
pired* 69— Reform'd their Conduct at .the Revo- 
lution, 73 — 80 — Old Reproaches .rehew'd againft 

* Them, 87. ; -. -s , . k . • ' * . i4 . 
William (the 3d, King of England), for what we 

. are obliged- to Him, .1 76. 
Writers {minijferial) fome Remarks upon Them* 174 
— 179 — 231 —141 7-261. 

: •; x . •;■ / ■■ - 

Xlmenes (Cardinal) fome Account of his Charac-, 
tcr and 'Conduct, in abolishing a Tax ! caird 
tne Ale aba la t 2jr6. 
' y . 

YO£# (Duke of) how the Exclupon of Him 
was projected, and in what Manner carried on, 
[ 38 —What fecured the Crown to Him, 57 — C6. 

FINIS, 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



Digitized by VnOOQlC 



N, 



d by Google 



• ¥!1 



